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S I have long held all Novel and eine to be 
be no other than the Centaurs and Cbimeras of an 
4 extravagant Imagination; I was ſcarce perſuaded to 
eeaſt an Eye on your darling Roderick Raidom : How- 
'J ever, your Importunity at laſt prevailed, and, favour- 
ed by an idle Hour, conducted me through ſeveral 
F Scenes of human Life, all e natural, inte- 
reſting, and entertaining. | 


Where the Sentiment is fmded 1 in Truth, Tam x by | 
no Means an Enemy to Fable ; which then ſerves as- 
nan agreeable Kn, to > convey the Light of Nature 


| to the Soul. 
A 2 125 Through: 


throughout the Old and New Teſtament. 


Through the ordinary Occurrences of Life, wwe 
ſeldom meet with any Thing that affects or ſurprizes ; | 
and even on theſe rare Occaſions there are few who re- 
flect with Delicacy, or permit the due Imprefſion to 
_ dwell on their Minds. e — 


Here then the Author may agreeably interpoſe „and 3 
ſupply what is deficient in the Object or the Obſerver, : 
Henna imagine or collect a Number of choice Inci- 


dents, that may at any Time have happened through 3 


the infinite Variety of human Affairs; theie he may _ 
connect and diſpoſe in an eaſy and natural Order, He 

may thereupon form due Inferences and inſtructive Re- _ 
flections; and by uniting the whole in a few perſo- 


nated Characters, may convey to every ſeparate Rea- 


der, the Improvement and Experience of ſeveral Ages. 


It is thus alone, that whatever is dak or diſguftful 
in mere Precept, acquires a pleaſing Light and Influ. 
ence; Morality approaches as a friend, that is embo- 
died and animated to our Senſes; and we not only _ 
hear, but ſee and feel the Truth of Things. — 


This Method hath been authorized from the ealieft | 


To compaſs any Thing conſiderable in this Way, 
it is not ſufficient to have a Brain, like the Mud of 
Mile, productive of monitrous Births, and half forme 
ed Conceptions: Your Knights-adventurers at the 7 
Pen, are ever Knights-errant from Reaſon and com- 
mon Senſe, A Fancy that takes Judgment by the 
Hand, an extenſive Experience of Men, Manners 
and Misfortunes, a Humour native and peculiar, a a 
clear Head, are requiſite; and above all a feeling 
Heart, that comprehends the full Senſe of that * 4 


Times, in the Example of the famed Æſop, and a 
few others: But its beit Precedent and Sanction is de- 
rived from the ſeveral Parables, divinely affecting, 


1 v 

er Virgil werpretble by any other Language 
unt Lachryme Rerum et Mentem Mortalia tangunt. 
5 res The Criticks, who framed Laws for the Drama and 
n to. 5 Poem, derived thoſe very Laws from the Ex- 
SE leis: of the Writers who had been eminent in 
| hat Way ; and it is thus I acknowledge myſelf par- 
4 ticularly indebted to your favourite Author, for _ | 
rver, Detail of Talents that are requiſite for Fable. 


ough , We further learn from this Author, that Charac- 


may ters of Vice may be made the moſt conducive to the 
He Promotion of Virtue: For though Virtue is in her- 
Re- ſelf abſolutely amiable and attractive, when placed in 
erſo- Za proper Light, and remarked with due Attention 3 
Rea- yet Vice can aſſume her Graces with ſo cunning a 


ges. 1 Mimickry, that the Detection muſt come _ 8 2 | 
| IF of uncommon Diſcernment. | : 


nflu- 1 It is in this e Piſtinction that your r Anttion 
mbo- is happy. He ſtrips Vice of all that ſerved to adorn _ 
only L or diſguiſe. He lifts her to the Light. He expoſes 
baer native Deformity. He gives her Affectations to 
8 0 Ridicule, and her Allurements to Deteftation. He 
rlieft _ 55 her in Oppoſition to her Adverſary; and, by 
nd a bi = a Contraſt. ſo evident, demonſtrates, that Nothing ! 1 . 
s de- beneficent, that Nothing is deſirable but Virtue. | 


5 The Heads of moſt Writers, in eg their Cha- 

= 3 ' raters, teem with an offspring little different from 
Fay, | 13 Auen Gyam fortemque Cloanthum, a Group of Fi- 
1d of = gures 2ltogether twined, and only diſtinguiſhable by 
orm- ae are the Name. But this Author is peculiarly 
0 the = ſkilful at featuring his Progeny, at one Glance we 
com- now each from the other; and Bowling, Strap, and 
y the | "2 | Nog though of equal Integrity, are as well noted 
ners 28 2 Odurtier rom an honeſt Countryman. N 


eling _ 1 Bud what is truly moſt admirable in this Genius, 
Line is that Variety in which he diſhes up Virtue to the 
: of i | Appetite, * he once ſows the Panciple of Good- 

= A3 — meth 


5 


t vi ] 


neſs 3 in the Heart, the Fruit is correſpondent through 3 
an Infinity of different Productions. He renders 
t equally faſhionable under all Manners, and equally 
eloquent in all Diale&ts. Hear it from the Mouth of 
his Tar ! and let Philoſophy liſten and learn—(Says 


Bowling in his greateſt Diſtreſs) Life is a Voyage in 
which we mui expect to meet with all Weathers ; 
ſometimes it is calm, ſometimes rough; a fair Gate 


often ſucceeds a Storm; the Wind does not always fit , 
one Way, and Deſpair "fignifies nothing; but Reſolu- © 


tion and Skill are better than a flout Veſſel : For why 2 9 
becauſe they require no Carpenter, and grow frronger 4 


the more Labour they undergo. ” 


. ſhall conclude with remarking FE Mafter-ftroke 43 


| of this Author in his Character of Strap, whom he 
' purpoſely diveſts of every Talent and Accompliſh- 


ment, to ſhew how amiable Virtue is independent of 


all Addition. This indeed was a ſingular Atchiev- _ 
ment, whereby he feelingly inculcates this greateſt of 
Morals Thal the Heart is infinitely more eflimable' 
than the Head, that one Dram of e een 9 

2 heard Pounds of ee, . 


1 am, Sir, &c. 1 
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HAP. XXXVII. We depart for Europe—a miſ- 
1 underſtanding ariſes between the captain and ſur- 
geon, through the ſcandalous aſperſions of Crampley 
Etrthe captain dies—Crampley tyrannizes over the 
> ſurgeon, who falls a victim to his cruelty I am al- 
Jo ill uſed—the ſhips ſtrikes the behaviour of Cram- 
_* pley and the ſeamen on that occaſion I get on ſhore, 


* * 35 $1 


challenge the captain to ſingle combat am treache- 
rouſly knocked down, wounded and robbed. p. x 
"CHAP. XXXVIII. I get up, and crawl into a barn, 
where Lam in danger of periſhing through the fear 
of the country people their inhumanity I am ſuc- 
coured by a reputed witch her ſtory—her advice — 
he recommends me as a valet to a ſingle lady, whoſe 
character ſhe explains. 35 ns > 3 
CHAP. XXXIX. My reception by that lady be- 
come enamoured of Narciſſa - recount the particu- 
lars of my laſt mis fortune — acquire the good opinion 
of my miſtreſs— an account of the young Squire—L 
am made acquainted with more particulars of Nar- 
ciſſa's fituation—conceive a mortal hatred againſt 
Sir Timothy—I examine my lady's library and per- 
formances—her extravagant behaviour. p- 14 
HAP. XL. She is ſurprized at my learning—com- 
municates her performances to me impart ſome of 
mine to her, am mortified at her faint praiſe - Nar- 
Ceiſſa approves of my. production I gain an involun- 
tary conqueſt. over the cook-wench and dairy-maid 
their mutual reſentment and inſinuations the jea- 
louly of their Ioy ers. p. 21. 
HAP. XLI. Narciſſa being in danger from the bru- 
tality of Sir Timothy, is reſcued by me, who revenge 
IE 60 m5 . any palſion, apd t6- 


TY | Fill CONTENT 83... 0M 
"»Y | treat to the ſea- ſide I am ſurrounded by ſmugglers; © 
and carried to Bulloign—I find_my uncle lieutenant 
Bowling in great dikrels, and relieve him—our con- 
verſation. p. 27 
CHAP. XLII. He takes bis paſſage in a cutter for 
Deal -e are accoſted by a prieſt, who proves to be a 
| Scottiſhman—his profeſſions of friendſhip—he is af. 
fronted by the lieutenant, who afterwards appeaſes 
him by ſubmiſſion—my uncle embarks I am intro- 
. duced by the prieſt to a capuchin, in whoſe company 
I ſet out for Paris—the character of my fellow-tra- 

_ veller—an adventure on the road—I am ſhocked at 
his behaviour. p. 36 
CHAP. XLIII. We lodge at a houſe near Amiens, 

where I am robbed by the capuchin, who eſcapes 
While Iam aſleep—lI go to Noyons in ſearch of him, 
but without ſucceſs—I make my condition known to 
_ ſeveral people, but find no relief—I grow deſperate 
jo a company of ſoldiers—inliſt in the regiment 
of Picardy—we are ordered inte Germany—l1 find 
the fatigues of the march almoſt intolerable—quar re! 
with my comrade in a diſpute upon politicks—he chal- 
lenges me into the feld, wounds and diſarms me. p. 44 
CHAP, XLIV. The Gaſcon does not uſe his victory 
= with all the moderation that might have been expect- 
1 ed in order to be revenged I learn the ſcience of de- 
$1 || fence—we join Mareſchal Duc de Noailles—are en- | 
gaged with the allies at Dettingen, and put to flight 
the behaviour of the French ſoldiers on that oc- 
_ cahon—1 induſtriouſly ſeek another combat with the 
old Gaſcon, and vanquiſh him in my turn our regi- 
ment is put into winter-quarters at Rheims, where 
I find my friend Strap our recognition he ſupplies 
me with money, and procures fny diſcharge - we take 
a trip to Paris; from whence we ſet out for London 
buy the way of Flanders, where we ſafely arrive. p.51 
=: CHAP. XLV. I enquire about my uncle, and un- 
derſtand he is gone to ſea—take lodgings at Char- 
ing - croſs—go to the play, where I meet with an ad- 
5 venture 1 So to an erdinary 3 ; the ory deſcrib- 
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lers, 13 


25 3 ed become ended with Medlar and doctor 
nant Wagtail. „ 
con- nF. XLVI. Wagtail introduces me to a. ſet of , 
). 27 fe gentlemen, with whom I ſpend the evening at a 
r for * tayern—our converſation—the characters of my new 
bea companions —the doctor i is roaſted— the iſſue of our 
s af- 4 deb auch.. p. 78. 
eaſes Chat. XLVII. Strap communicates to me à con- 
ntro- cqueſt he has made on a chandler's widow—finds him- 
pany _ ſelf miſerably miſtaken—I go to the opera—admire 
tra- Melinda—am cautioned by Banter—go to the aſ- 
ed at ſembly at Hampttead—dance with that young lade 
p. 36 Tirreceive an inſolent meſſage from Bragwell, whoſe 
iens, | mettle is ſoon cooled—am in favour with my miſ-_ 
capes treſs, whom I viſit next day; and am bubbled out. 
bim, of eighteen guineas at cards—Strap triumphs at my 
mn to ſucceſs, but is aſtoniſhed at my expence— Banter 
erate I comes to my lodging, is very ſarcaſtic at my ex- 
ment _ pence, and borrows five. guineas from me, as 2 
find proof of his friendſhip. p-. 90. 
narrel 7 "CHAP. XLVIII. We repair to the coffee- houſe, 
chal- where we overhear a curious difpote between Wag- 
p-. 44 tail and Medlar, which is referred to our decifion—. 
Etory the doctor gives us an account of his experiment 
pect- > Medlar is roaſted by Banter at the ordinary—the old 
f de- gentleman's advice to me. 1 
re en- CH Ap. XLIX. I receive a challenge the conſe- 
flight > quences of it—the quarrel being made up, IT am put 
at oo- in arreſt, by the care and affection ot Strap but im- 
th the mediately releaſed upon explaining my affair—the. 
' regi= |} behaviour of Mr. O Regan and his two friends—L 
where viſit Melinda, whom 1 divert with an account of the 
pplies duell] propoſe marr iage-—ſhe refers the matter to 
e take her mother, of whom I make a ſolemn demand of 
ondon her daughter—the old lady's behav iour—Lam dil- 
«P51 7 carded, reſent their diſdain. p. 104 
d un- CHAP, 3... 1 long to be revenged on Melinda—ap- 
Char- plyto Banter for his alliſtance he contrives a ſcheme 
in ad- for that purpoſe, which is put in execution Wit! 
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great ſucceſs—1 make an attempt on the heart. of 
| | | Nliſe 


x 


” 


lancholy at my diſappointment, and have recourſe te 
the bottle—receive a billet doux—am raviſhed wit! 


Miſs Gripewell, but am diſappointed I grow me. 1 


the contents find myſelf involved in an intrigue, 
which I imagined would make my fortune gam con- 


founded at my miſtake which baniſhes all thoughts 
ET 5 | . 310 
.CHAP, LI. I cultivate an acquaintance with two no- 


of matrimony, _ 


blemen—am introduced to Earl Strutwell—his kind 


and lacquey—he receives me with an appearance of 


uncommon affetion—undertakes to ſpeak in my 


_ promiſe and invitation—the behaviour of his porter 


behalf to the miniſter—informs me of his ſucceſs, 
and wiſhes me joy—introduces a converſation about 


Petronius Arbiter—falls in love with my watch, 


which I preſs upon him I make a preſent of a dia- 


mond ring to Lord Straddle—impart my good for- 
tune to Strap and Banter who diſabuſes me, to my 


utter mortification, _— XL | p. 124 


el, but to no purpoſe—reſolve to revenge myſelf on 


cp. LII. I attempt to recover my watch and jew- | 


Strutwell by my unportunity—am reduced to my laſt 2 


guinea—obliged to inform Strap of my neceſlity, 


piece of juſtice by her means, and afterwards recon- 

VVV 
HAP. LIII. I purchaſe new cloaths—reprimand 7 
Strutwell and Straddle—Banter propoſes another ma- 
trimonial ſcheme—I accept of his terms ſet out for 
Bath in a ſtage- coach, with the young lady and her 
mother — the behaviour of an officer and lawyer our 7 
fellow travellers, deſcribed—a ſmart dialogue be- 
tween my miſtreſs and the captain. p. 143 


CHAP. 


cile her to her father. 


* 8 , * 8 
8 r ere 1 pit _ — 


who is almoſt diſtracted with the news but never- 
theleſs obliged to pawn my beſt ſword for preſent 
 ſublitence—that ſmall ſupply being near exhauſted, 
I] am almoſt Rtupified with my misfortunes—go to the 
gaming table, by the advice of Banter, and come 
off with unexpected ſuccels—Strap's extacy Mrs. 
 'Gawkey waits upon me, profeſſes remorſe for her per- 
fidy, and implores my affiftance——I do myſelf a a 


me. om 
viewing the perſon of Miſs Snapper, whom I had 
not ſeen before t he ſoldier is witty upon me—is of- 
fended, talks much of his valour—is reprimanded 


rſe to 
| wit 


rigue, 
con- 
ughts 


o no- 
; kind 
porter 
ice of 
1 my 


cceſs, 
about 
vatch, 
for- mo 
lady finds her huſband, and quits the coach the 
captain is diſappointed of his dinner -e arrive at 
Bath I accompany Miſs Snapper to the long room, 
= Where ſhe is attacked by beau N——h, and turns the 


o my 


E 124 : 
| jew» ; 


If on 


” 


DN r n T.. 
HAP. LIV. Day breaking I have the pleaſure of 


by a grave gentlewoman—we are alarmed with the 


#Fery of highwaymen—I get cut of the coach, and 


ſtand on my defence—they ride off without having 


attacked us I purſue them—one of them is thrown 


By 3 from his horſe and taken IU return to the coach—am 
= complimented by Miſs Snapper—the captain's beha- 
'# viour on this occaſion—the prude reproaches me in 
© a foliloguy—I upbraid her in the ſame manner—the 


behaviour of Mrs. Snapper at breakfaſt, diſobliges 
= me—the lawyer is witty upon the officer, who threa- | 

BREE: 1 5 149 
THAP. LV. I reſolve to ingratiate myſelf with the 


mother, and am favoured by accident—the preciſe 


laugh againſt him make love to her and receive a 


eſſity, check! ſquire her to an aſſembly, where I am bleſt 
ever. © With the ſight of my dear Narciſſa, which diſcom- 


reſent 
at the occaſion, and in our way home pays me a ſar- 


bpoſes me ſo much, that Mifs Snapper obſerving my 


diſorder, is at pains to diſcover the cauſe—1s piqued 


to tbe 


Mrs. | 3 | 
per- 
2 

yſel[f a 
econ- 
C 133 1 
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, 3 
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eaſtic compliment am met by Miſs Williams, who 
is maid and confidante of Narcifſa—ſhe acquaints me 
with her lady's regard for me while under the diſ- 
22 of a ſervant, and deſcribes the tranſports of 
arciſſa on ſeeing me at the aſſembly in the charac- 
ter of a gentleman— am furprized with an account 
of her aunt's marriage, and make an appointment to 
meet Mils Williams next day. Pe 157 
HAP. LVI. I become acquainted with Narcifla's 


brother, who invites me to his houſe—where I am 
introduced to that adorable creature—after dinner, 
the Squire retires to take his nap Freeman gueſſing 
the ſituation of my thoughts, withdraws likewiſe on 

„ . pretence 


— 


ff. DE ob ot 0 ge — 
pretence of buſineſs—I declare my paſſion for N ar. 
ciſſa—am well received—charmed with her conver. . ” 
ſation—the Squire detains us to ſupper—I elude hiz 
deſign by a ſtratagem, and get home ſober. p. 16 
CHAP. LVII. Miſs Williams informs me of Nar. + 
ciſſa's approbation of my flame I appeaſe the Squire 
—write to my miſtreſs, am bleſſed with an anſwer - 
beg leave of her brother to dance with her at a ball; 
obtain his conſent and her's—enjoy a private conver. A 
fation with her—am perplexed with refle&tions—have 
the honour of appearing her partner at the ball 
are complimented by a certain nobleman—he diſco. 
vers ſome ſymptoms of paſſion for Narcifſa—I am 
Kung with jealouſy—Narciſſa alarmed retires—I ob- 


ſerve Melinda in the company-—ths Squire 1 is capti- 1 


vated by her beauty. p- 177 
CHAP. LVIIL. Tortured with jealouſy, I go home 
and abuſe Strap—receive a meſſage from Narciſſa, in 
conſequence of which, I haſten to her apartment, 
where her endearing afſurances baniſh all my doubts 
and apprehenſions In my retreat I diſcover ſome- 
body in the dark, whom ſuſpecting to be a ſpy, Ire. 
folve to kill, but to my great ſurprize, am convinc- 
ed of his being no other than Strap—Melinda ſlan- 
ders me—TI become acquainted with Lord Quiverwit, 
who endeavours to ſound me with regard to Narciſſa 
the Squire is introduced to his lordſhip, and grows” 
cold towards me I earn from my confidante, that 
this nobleman profeſſes honourable love to my miſ. 
treſs, who continues faithful to me, notwithſtanding; 4 
that ſcandalous report ſhe has heard to my prejudice 
I am mortified with an affurance that her Whole 
fortune depends upon the pleaſure of her brother— 
Mr. Freeman condoles me on the decline of my cha- 
racer, which I vindicate fo much to his ſatisfaction, 
that he undertakes to combat fame in my behalf. 6 
char. LIX. Receive an extraordinary meſſage at 
the door of the Long Room, which I however en- 
ter, and affront the Squire, Who threatens to "ek f 

| the 
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IM CEN TENTS: al 
r Na. the law of me 1 rebuke Melinda for her malice 
onver. 7 ſhe weeps with vexation— Lord Quiverwit Is leyere | 
de his upon me—l retort his farcaſm—am received wita 


p. 167 
f Nar. 


Squire. 
Wer- 
ball 323 
onver. $ 1 eman, with v : 
hau 2 appear in publick, and am careſſed I am lent for by 


ve Pe ® = X O | | 
—_ 4 1 * * . 
diſco. Narciſſa is carried off by her brother I intend ta 


I ob. age in play, and loſe all my money ſet out for 
; capti- London try my fortune at the gaming table, with- 


„cut ſucceſs—receive a letter from Narcifla—bilk my 
P. 27108 taylor. | | | 


home 5 | | 5.199 
25 15 HAP. LXI. I am arreſted - carried to the Marſhal- 


7 eh 4 3 jail—he informs me of his adventure — Strap arrives, 

ſome. and with difficulty is comforted Jackſon introduces 
15 Ire. me to a poet—Iadmire his converſation and capacity 
„vine. Tam deeply affected with my misfortune — Strap 


hires himſelf as a journeyman barber, p. 206 
HAP. LXII. I read Melopoyn's tragedy, and con- 
ceive a vaſt opinion of his genius he recounts his 
adventures. JFF 
HAP. LXIII. The continuation and concluſion of 
Mr. Melopoyn's ſtory. 5 p. 223 
anding HAP. LXIV. 1 am ſeized with a deep melancholy, 
ejudice and become a floyven—I am relieved by my uncle — 
Whole be prevails upon me to engage with his owners, as a 
other ſurgeon of the ſhip which he commands—he makes 
ay cha- me a conſiderable preſent—entertains Strap as his 
faction, ſteward—I take my leave of my friends, and go on 
half. board—the ſhip arrives at the Downs. p. 236 
p. 186 HAP. LXV. I ſet out for Suſſex——conſult Mrs. 
age a1 Sagely—atchieve an interview with Narcifſa—return 
ver en- to the ſhip—we get clear of the channel—T learn our 
o take L eſtination — we are chaſed by a large ſhip—the com- 
the 5 5 | = wn FEY 


Ja flan- 6 
verwit, IF 
Jarc iſſa 5 8 
grows 5 4 
e, that TP 
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CCC =_ 
| pany are diſmayed, and encouraged by the captain's 
{peech—our purſuer happens to be an Engliſh man 
of war—we arrive on the coaſt of Guinea, purchaſe 7 
400 Negroes, ſail tor Paraguay, get ſafe into the 
river of Plate, and ſell our cargo to great advantage. 
EN | | 3 
- CHAP. LXIV. I am invited to the Villa of a 855 76 
niſh Don, where we meet with an Engliſh gentleman, 
and make a very intereſting diſcovery—we leave Bue- | * 
nos Ayres, and arrive at jamaica. p. 284 
CHAP. LXVII. I viſit my old friend Thomſon we 
ſet ſail for Europe, meet with an odd adventure — 
arrive in England I ride acroſs the country from 
Portſmouth to Suſſex - converſe with Mrs, Sagely, 
who informs me of Narciſſa's being in London in 
conſequence of this intelligence, I proceed to Can- 
terbury meet with my old friend Morgan—arrive 
at London viſit Narciſſa - introduce my father to 
her he is charmed with her good ſenſe and beauty-- 
we come to a determination of demanding her bro- 
ther's conſent to our marriage. | p- 264 
CHAP. LXVIII. My father makes a preſent to Nar- 
ciſſa—the letter is diſpatched to her brother—I ap- 
pear among my acquaintance—Banter's behaviour 
the Squire refuſes his conſent—my uncle comes to 
_ town—approves of my choice—I am married—we 
meet the Squire and his lady at the play—our ac- 
- "> uameance een ee, 275- 
CHAP. LXIX. My father intends to reviſit the place 
of his nativity—we propoſe to accompany him—my 
uncle renews his will in my favour, determines to 
go to ſea again—we ſet out for Edinburgh—purchaſe 
our paternal eſtate—proceed to it—halt at the town 
where I was educated—take up my bond to Crab— 
the behaviour of Potion and his wife, and one of my 
female couſins—our reception at the eſtate—Strap 
marries Miſs Williams, and is ſettled by my father 
to his own ſatisfaction I am more and more happy 
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AN. xxxvVti.-- 


We depart for Europea mi ſunderſtanding ariſes be- 


tween the captain and ſurgeon, through the ſcanda- 
lous aſjerfions Crampley the captain die - Cram- 
HPley tyrannixes over the ſurgeon, who falls a victim 
0 his cruelty—I am alls ill ujed—the ſhip ſirite the 
behaviour of Cramipley and the ſeamen on the occa- 

Fon I get on ſhere, challenge the captain to ſingle 
+ combat—am treacherouſly knocked down „ Wounded 
aud robbed. | | 1 1 


3 
8 


E N OW that I could return to my native country 
. in a creditable way, I felt exceſſive pleaſure in 
finding myſelf out of ſight of that fatal iſland, which 
has been the grave of 0 many Europeans; and as 1 
was accommodated with every thing to render the 
paſſage agreeable, I reſolved to enjoy myſelf as much 
as the inſolence of Crampley would permit, —This 
inſidious ſlanderer had found means already to cauſe a 
miſunderſtanding between the ſurgeon and captain, 
ho by his age and infirmities was rendered intolerably 
Vor, II. 1 peeviſh 
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2 THE ADVENTURES oF | 
Feng cur his diſpoſition having alſo been ſoured by a: 


to the no ſmall ſatisfaction of Crampley, who faceeed 3 


on pretence that the decks were too much croveded 
he ordered the ſurgeon's hen-coops, with all his fouls 


would now be as unlimited as his power. —The firk Þ 
3 

: 

to be thrown overboard ; and at the ſame time prohi-3 


bited him and me from appearing on the quarter 
deck. Mr. Tomlins could not help complaining of? 
_ theſe injuries, and in the courſe of his expoſtulanonÞ 
dropped ſome haſty words, of which Crampley taking, 
hold, confined him to his cabbin, where, in a few T 
days, for want of air, he was attacked by a fever 
which ſoon put an end to his life, after having mad 
his will, by which he bequeathed all his eſtate, pei- 2 
ſonal e real, to his ſiſter, and left me his watch an f 


inſtruments, as remembrances of his friendſhip. —= 


I could communicate my griefs, or of whom I could 


was ſo far from diſcovering the leaft remorſe for hf 
| barbarity, at the news of the ſurgeon's death, that le 
inſulted his memory in the moit abuſive manner, or ; 


vfficmed he had poiſoned himſelf out of pure fear 


ong courſe of © ps, nd and a par 5 


a N 
* 


48 
of a ſhip. —In cnſoqtienice. 6 of thel: eats, het ne- 


ver conſulted the doctor, notwithſtanding his beine 
ſeized with a violent fit of the gout and - gravel, but 


| applied to a calk of Holland-gin, which was his {v-i 3 
2 preſcription againſt all "diſtempers : But whe 3 


ther he was at this time too ſparing, or took an over- 5 
doſe of his cordial, certain it is, he departed in the, 
night without any ceremony, which indeed was a thing 


F 
he always deſpiſed, and was found ſtiff, next morning, 
ed to the command of the veſſel.— For that very rcalbn, 
Mr. Tomlins and I had no caule to rejoice at this“ 
event, fearing that the tyranny of our new commander 3 


day of his command juſtified our apprehenſions: F ol 


was penetrated with grief on this melancholy occaſion Þ 
the more becauſe there was no body on board, to whom z 


receive the leaſt conſolation, or 1 rl . 
70 


dreadinz 


he ne- 
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dreading 10 be brought to a court-martial for muti- 
5 Y5 for which reaſon, he would not ſutter the ſervice 


| iht 'Oown over board. 
being = | 
\, but | 
to render my life 
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6 


t the dead to be read over his body before it was 
Nothing but a {peedy deliverance could have ſup- 
ported me under the brutal ſway of this baſhaw ; who 
the more irkſome, hgnifhed to my 


on deſire that I ſhould be expel! ed from 


tes 


their lociety bis was no ſooner hinted, than they 
granted his requeſt; and I was tain to eat in a ſoli- 


a thing Wy manner by myſelf during the reit of the paſſage, 
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4 to diſcover Scilly Wy ight: 


reglect ſounding : 


z Sheen however ſoon drew to a period, 


We had been feven weeks at lea, when the gunner 
old the captain, that by his reckoning we muſt- be in 
ner, and defired he would order the lead to be 
beaved.—Crampley ſwore he did not know how to 
ee the ſhip's way, for we were not within a hun- 
dred leagues of ſoundin gs, and therefore he would not 
give himſelf the trouble to caſt the lead. —Accordingly, 


1 we continued our courſe all that afternoon and night, 


without ſhortening ſail, though. the gunner pre etended 
and next morning proteſted 
in form. againſt the captain's conduct: for which he 


was put in confinement.—We diſcovered no land all 


that day, and Crampley was ſtill ſo infatuated as to 

8 But at three o'clock in the morning, 
the ſhip ſtruck, and remained faſt on a ſand bank. 
This accident alarmed the whole crew; the boat was 
immediately hoiſted out, but as we could not diſcern 
; which way the ſhore lay, we were obliged to wait for 
day-light. In the mean time, the wind ener eaſed, 
and the waves beat againſt the ſloop with ſuch violence, 
that we expected ſhe would have gone to pieces. The 
gunner was releaſed and conſulted : He adviſed the 


S8 


captain to cut away the maſt, in order to lighten her; 

this was performed without ſucceſs : The failors ſeeing 

things in a deſperate fituation, according to cuſtom, 

broke vp the cheſts belonging to the officers, dreſſed 

themſelves in their cloaths, drank their liquors without 

gen; ; and e th tumult and contuſion 
5 | 


enſ ved 


down, and ſeeing his effects going to wreck, com- 


ed the fellow what occaſion he had for liquor, when 


ſake of one Jonas During this dialogue I cloathed 


deck with a reſolution of taking the firſt opportunity to 
get on ſhore, which, when the day broke, appeared 
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plained bitterly of the injuſtice done to him, and aſk- 


in all likelihood he would be in eternity in a few mi- 

nutes. All's one for that (faid the plunderer) let us 
live while we can.'—* Miſerable wretch thou art! 
(cried the purſer) what muſt be thy lot in the other 
world, if thou dieſt in the commiſſion of robbery ?'— * 
Why, hell, I ſuppoſe,” (replied the other, with great 
_ deliberation), while the purſer fell on his knees and 
begged of heaven that we might not all periſh for the 
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myſelf in my beſt apparel, girded on my hanger, ſtuck | 
my piſtols loaded in my belt, diſpoſed of all my va- 
luable moveables about my perſon, and came upon 


IS 
8" 


4 THE ADVENTURES oF il 
enſued. —In the, midit of this uproar, I went below 
to ſecure my own effects; and found the carpenter's FE 
mate hewing down the purſer's cabbin with his hat- 
chet, whiſtling all the while with great compolure. 
When I aſked his intention in ſo doing, he replied © 
very calmly, © I only want to taſte the purſer's rum, 
that's all, maſter.*—At that inſtant the purſer coming 


aa. 


* 
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at the diftance of three miles a-head,-—Crampley find- 
ing his efforts to get the ſhip off ineffectual, determin- 
ed to conſult his own ſafety, by going into the boat, 
which he had no ſooner done, than the ſhip's company 
followed ſo fait, that ſhe would have ſunk along-ſide, 


ral attempts to get in, and was always baulked by 
the captain, who was ſo eager for excluding me, that 
be did not mind the endeavours of any other body.— 
Enraged at this inhuman partiality, and ſeeing the rope 
cut, I pulied one of my piſtols from my belt, and 
cocking it, ſwore I would ſhoot any man who would 
preſume to obſtruèt my entrance. So ſaying, I leaped 
with my full exertion, and got on board the boat with 
the loſs of the ikin off one of wy ſhins.— I chanced in 

| | my 


had not ſome one wiſer than the reft cut the rope and . 
put off.—But before this happened, I had made ſeve- þ 


7 
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my deſcent to overturn Crampley, who no ſooner got 


and ordered the men to throw me overboard ; but they 


; ere too anxious about their own {afety to mind what 

74 * ö p 
hat. e ſaid. — Though the boat was very deeply loaded, 
ea and the ſea terribly high, we made ſhift to get vpon 
„ed 5 


ry land in lets than an hour after we parted from the 
loop. — As ſoon as I {et foot on terra firma, my in- 
8 lignation, which had boiled ſo long within me, broke 
but againſt Crampley, whom I immediately challenged 
Jo ſingle combat, preſenting my piſtols, that he might 
fake his choice: He took one without heſitation, and 
pefore 1 could cock the other, fired in my face, throw- 
ing the piſtol after the ſhot.—IT felt myſelf ſtunned, 
ind imagined the bullet had entered my. brain, dif- 


other Fharged mine as quick as poſſible, that I might not 
Fray die unrevenged ; then flying upon my antagoniſt, I 
3 Knocked out ſeveral of his fore-teeth with the but end 
3 an 


If the piece; and would certainly have made an end 
If him with that inſtrument, had he not diſengaged | 
Imſelf, and ſeized his cutlaſs, which he had given 
"© his ſervant when he received the piſtol. Seeing 
Iim armed in this manner, I drew my hanger, and 
{Kving flung my piſtol at his head, cloſed with him in 
a tranſport of fury, and thruſt my weapon into his 
peared Mouth, which it enlarged on one fide to his ear.— 
y find- Whether the ſmart of this wound diſconcerted him, 
crmin- Per the unevenneſs of the ground made him reel, IL 
2 boat, Plow not, but he ſtaggered ſome paces back: I fol- 
»mpany Iwed cloſe, and with one ſtroke cut the tendons of 
ng-fide, Fthe back of his hand, upon which his cutlaſs dropt, 
»pe and nd he remained defenceleſs.—I know not with what 
de ſeve- Cruelty my rage might have inſpired me, if I had not 


Iked by at that inſtant, been felled to the ground by a blow 
me, that Wan the back part of my head, which deprived me of 
body.— Wl ſenfation. —When I received the uſe of my under- 
the rope anding, I found myſelf alone in a deſolate place, 
belt, and fipt of my cloaths, money, watch, buckles, and 


no would 
I leaped 
boat with 
-hanced in 

my 


ery thing but my ſhoes, ſtockings, breeches and 
urt.— What a diſcovery muſt this be to me, who but 
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an hour before, was worth ſixty guineas in caſh! I 


curicd the hour of my birth, the parents that gave me 


being, the ſea that did not ſw allow me up, the poig- W 
nard of the enemy, which could not find the way 50 
* heart, the villainy of thoſe who had left me, al 
that miſcrable condition, and in the cxſtacy of Apa 


relolved to > lie {111 where I was and periſh. 
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their inbumæani ty] am Juccoured by a reputed Wi a 1 


—ber flory—ber advice—jhe recommends me a 
valet to & feng le ta. ty, whoje et acter 4 explain 


UT as I las ruminating, my y paſſion inſen{bly 
abated ; I conſidered my ſituation in quite ano. 


ther light fre om that in which it appeared to me at firi, 
and the reſult of my deliberation was to get up if“ 
could, and crawl to the next inhabitcd place for affe 
tance.— With ſome difficulty I got upon my legs, auh | 
having examined my body, found 1 had received WO 
other injury than two large contuſed wounds, one of 
the fore and another on the hinder part of my head 
which ſeemed to be occaſioned by the fame weapon 
namely, the butt-end of a piſtol. I looked towardp 
the ſea, but could diſcern no remains of the ſhippu 
whach made me conclude ſhe had gone to pieces, an 
eriſhed: but as 
afterwards learned, the gunner, who had more ſag 
city than Crampley, obſerving that it was flood whit 3 
we left her, and that ſhe would poſſibly float at hig 
water, made no noiſe about getting on ſhore, but coi 
tinued on deck, in hopes of bringing her ſafe into ſon 


harbour, after the commander Had deſerted her, i 


that thoſe who remained in her had 


which he expected, no doubt to be handſomely 
warded.—This he accordingly performed, and wi 
promiſed great things by the admiralty for ſaving i 
majeſty” $ ip] z but 1 never heard he _—_ the b 
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, mitt to ſtagger, and finding the door open went in, 


„ but faw nobody; upon which I threw myſelf upon a 
truls of ſtraw, hoping to be ſoon relieved by ſome per- 


ite ano 


up if! 


1ved np 
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of his expecbation. As for my own part, I directed 


my courſe towards a ſinall cottage I perceived, and in 
the road picked up a ſeaman's old jacket, which I 
ſuppoſe the thief who drefied himſelf in my cloaths had 
thrown away; this was a very comfortable acquiſition . 
to me, who was almoſt ſtiff with cold: I therefore 
put it on, and as my natural heat revived, my wounds 
which had left off bleeding, burſt out afreſh ; ſo that 
finding myſelf exceſſively exhauſted, I was about to lie 
down in the fields, when 1 diſcovered a barn on my 
left hand, within a few yards of me; thither I made 


fon or other.—I had not lain here many minutes, 
when IT faw a countryman come in with a pitch-fork in | 
his hand, which he was upon the point of thruſting 9 


2 garn, into the ſtraw that concealed me, and in all probabi- | 
are lity would have done my buſineſs, had I not uttered 


Za dreadful groan, after having eſſayed in vain to ſpeak. 
Z—This melancholy - note alarmed the clown, who 


q 


ſtarted back, and diſcovering a body all beſmeared with 


f blood, ſtood trembling, with the pitch-fork extended 


I ſhould have been much diverted with this figure, 


on 


3 Eg which preſerved the ſame attitude very near a quarter 


lt . ful efforts to implore his compaſſion and aſſiſtance z 
en er 7 but my tongue failed me, and my language was only 
od what? repetition of groans : At length an old man Arriveds Dy, 
at high ho ſeeing the other in ſuch a poſture, cried, © Mercy 


but coi 


into {o! 
| her, i 
zmely 
and *. 
ſaving | 


the frull 


F 
5 


Zot an hour, during which time I made many unſucceſs- 


upon en! the leaad's bewitch'd ! —why, Dick, beeſt 
thou beſayd thyſeif ??—Dick, without moving his eyes 
from the object that terrified him, replied, © O vather! 


BW vather ! here be either the devil or a dead mon: I 


doant know which o'en, but a groans woundily.* 


The father, whoſe e,c-fight was none of the beſt, 
pulled out his ſpectacles, and having applied them to 


his noſe, reconnoitred ine over his ſon's ſhoulder ; But 


5 THE ADVENTURES OF 
no ſooner did he behold me, than he was ſeized with a2 
fit of ſhaking, even more violent than Dick's, and 

with a broken accent addreſſed me thus: © In the name 45 


of the Vather, Zun, and Holy Ghoſt, I charge you, 
an you been Satan, to begone to the Red-Zea; but an 
you be a moordered mon, ſpeak, that you may have a 
chriſtom burial.— As I was not in a condition to ſa- 
tisfy him in this particular; he repeated his conjura- 
tion to no purpoſe ; and they continued a good while in 
the agonies of fear. —At length the father propoſed, 7 
that the ſon ſhould draw nearer and take a more dit. 
tinct iew of the apparition : but Dick was of opinion 
that his father ſhould advance firſt, as being an old 
man paſt his labour, and if he received any miſchief, 
the loſs would be the ſmaller ; whereas he himſelf 
might eſcape, and be uſeful in his generation. — 
This prudential reaſon had no effect upon the ſenior, 
who ſtil] kept Dick between me and him.—In the mean 
time I endeavoured to raiſe one hand as a ſignal of 
_ diſtreſs, but had only ſtrength ſufficient to cauſe 2a a 
ruſtling among the ſtraw, which diſcompoſed the young 
_ peaſant fo much, that he ſprung out at the door, and 
_ overthrew his father in his flight. —The old gentleman | 
would not ſpend time in getting up, but crawled 
backwards like a crab, with great ſpeed, till he had 
got over the threſhold, mumbling exorciſms all the 
way.—T was exceedingly mortified to find myſelf in | 
danger of periſhing through the ignorance and cowar- 
dice of theſe clowns ; and felt my ſpirits decay apace, 
When an old woman entered the barn, followed by the 
two fugitives, and with great intrepidity advanced to 
 _ the place where I lay, ſaying, * If it be the devil 1 
earn not, and for a dead mon a can do us no harm.” 
When ſhe ſaw my condition, ſhe cried, Here be 
no devil, but in youren fool's head. — Here be a poor 
miſerable wretch, bleeding to death, and if he dies, 
We muſt be at the charge of burying him; therefore, 
Dick, go vetch the old wheel-barrow and puten in, 
and carry him to good-man Hodge's back-door, he is 


more 
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ſchief, 
imſelj | 


Om 


er 5 and having dreſſed my wounds, brought me to mylelt 
all the with cordials of her own preparing.— I was treated 


ſelf in 


apace, 
by the 
ced to 
levil 1 
harm.“ 
Tere be 
a poor 
e dies, | 
refore, 
ten in, 
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more | 
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more eable than we to lay out money upon poor va- 
grants. '—Her: advice was taken, and immediately put 
in execution: I was rolled to the other farmer's door, 
here I was tumbled out like a heap of dung; and 


b would certainly have fallen a prey to the hogs, if my 
groans had not diſturbed the family, and brought 


be of them out to view my ſituation.— But Hodge 


E 1 reſembled the Jew more than the good Samaritan, and 


85 


ordered me to be carried to the houſe of the parſon, 


F whoſe buſineſs it was to practiſe as well as to bre 


_ 


n old 


| who brought me, unleſs — would move me imme- 


3 Aceh to another place. About this time I fainted 
mean 


nal of 
tluſe a © 
young 
r, and 
tleman 


with the fatigue I had undergone, and afterwards un- 
derſtood, that I was bandied from door to door through 


2 a whole village, no body having humanity enough to 
L adminiſter the leaſt relief to me, until an old woman 


Who was ſuſpeted of witchcraft by the neighbourhood, 


4 


hearing of my diſtreſs, received me into her houſe, 


with great care and tenderneſs by this grave matron, 


who, after I had recovered ſome ſtrengtb, deſired to 
War- know the particulars of my laſt diſaſter. 5 his piece 
of ſatis faction I could not refuſe to one who had ſaved 
my life, therefore related all my adventures without 


9 ecxaggeration or referyc. 


| She ſeemed ſurprized at the 
viciſſitudes I had undergone, and drew a happy pre- 
ſage of my future life, from m paſt ſufferings, then 
launched out into the praiſe of adverfity with ſo much 

ardour and good ſenſe, that I concluded ſhe was a 


3 

T perſon who had ſeen better days, and conceived a 
longing defire to hear her ftory.—dShe perceived my 
3 dritt by fome words I dropped, and ſmiling, told me, 
there was nothing either entertaining or extraordinary 
L in the courſe of her fortune; but however, the would 
= communtcate it to me, in conſider ation of tlie confi: 
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Jones. I had repoſed in her, —* It is of little con- 2 
quence (faid ſhe) to tell the names of my parents, who | 


BY 
5 LAS 


fection for this amiable officer, which in a ſhort time 
enercaſed to a violent paſſion, and, without entering 
into minute circumſtances, married him privately.— 3 
| We had not enjoyed one another long, in ſtolen inter- 
views, when he was ordered with his regiment to 
Flanders; but before he ſet out, it was agreed between 
us, that he ſhould declare our marriage to my father by 
letter, and implore his pardon for the ſtep we had 
taken without his approbation.— This was done while 
J was abroad viſiting, and juſt as I was about to re- 
turn home, I received a letter from my father, import- 
ing, that fince I had acted ſo undutitully and meanly, ©: 
as to marry a beggar, without his privity or conſent, 
to the diſgrace of his family, as well as the nf: 2 
pointment "of his hopes, he renounced me to the miſp- 
rable tate I had entailed upon miſelf, and charged me „ 
ncver to ſet foot within his doors again. —1 his rigid 
ſentence was confirmed by my mother, who, in a pot 
ſcript, gave me to under and that her {entiments were 
exuctiy conformable to thoſe of my father, and that [| 
might ſave myſelf the trouble of making any applica- © 
tions, for her reſolution was unalterable.—Thunder- © 55 
ſtruck with my evil fortune, I called a coach and drove 
to my huſband's lodgings, where I found him waiting : 
the event of his letter. —Though he could eaſily divine ö 
by my looks, the iſſue of his declaration, he vead with 
great ſteadineſs the epiſtle I had received; and with a# 
imile full of tenderneſs, which I ſhall never forget, : 
embraced me, ſaying, I believe the good lady your 
moth: er e have 8 pgs her gell tbe trouble of the la. 


pare 


are dead many years ago: let it ſuffice to aſſure you, f 
they were wealthy, and had no other child than me, 
ſo that I was looked upon as heireſs to a conſiderable 
eſtate, and teized with addreſſes on that account. 
Among a number of my admirers, there was a young 
gentleman of no fortune, whole ſole dependence was 
on his promotion in the army, in which at that time, 
he bore a lieutenant's commiſſion.— I conceived an af- * 


e- E 


who 
you, 
n me, 
erable 


Ount. 
young convincing me of his diſintereſted views in eſpouſing 
< Was de.—l was next day boarded in company with the wife 
time, ol another officer, who had long been friend and con- 
an af. en of my huſband, at a village not far from Lon- 
--time Jon, where they parted with us in the moſt melting 
tering manner, went to Flanders, and were killed jn ſight of 
ely.— | ® ne another at the battle of the wood. Why ſhould I 
inter- tire you with a deſcription of our unutterable ſorrow 
8 1 the fatal news of this event, the remembrance of 
exe Zwhich now fills my aged cyes with tears? When our 
her by © 5 A gricfs ſubſided a little, and reflection came to our aid, 
. a vue found ourſelves deſerted by the whole world, and in 
ie Manger of periſhing for want: whereupon we made 
to re. application for the penfion, and were put upon the 
nport- | 3 lit. Then vowing eternal friendſhip, fold our jewels 
eanly, - and ſuperfluous cleaths, retired to this place (which is 
onſent, i in the county of Suſſex) bought this lüttle houſe, where 
diſap- we lived many years in a folitary manner, indulging- 
e mile. ur mutual ſorrow, till it pleaſed heaven to call away 
ed me my companion, two years ago; ſince which time I 
is rig oid BY have lingered out an unhappy being, in hopes of a 
a polt- 4 ſpeedy diffolution, when I promiſe myſelf the eternal 
ts were reward of all my cares, —In the mean time, (continued 
that I + ? ſhe) I muſt inform you of the character 1 bear among 
pplica- © my neighbours, My converſation being difte: nt 
under- 1 from that of the inhabitants of the village, my recluſe 
4 drove way of life, my {kill in curing diſtempers, which I 5 
waiting 7 acquired from books ſince I ſettled here, and laftly, 
; divine j my age, have made the common people look upon me 
ad with as ſomething preternatural, and I am actually at this 
with 2 hour believed to be a witch. The parſon of the pa- 
forget, 5 riſn, whoſe acquaintance I have not been at much 
4 you 5 pains to cultivate, taking umbrage at my iuppoſed dif- 
5 l reſpect, has contributed not a little towards the con- 


ai iÞ 


ROD TRICK RANDOM. mn 
4 art of her poſtſcript. Mell, ny dear Betty, you nd 
y aſide all thoughts of a coach, till I can procure the 


'hile it enabled me to ſupport my reverſe of fortune, 
at the ſame time endeared him to me the more, by 


my 


cron? of a regiment, —This unconcerned behaviour, 


4 


5 en of thus i by droppang certain hints to 
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12 THE ADVENTURES OF. 

my prejudice, among the vulgar, who are alſo very 
much ſcandalized at my entertaining this poor tabby 
cat with the collar about her neck, wv | 


—————ͤꝛ ͤ— — 


—jp— —— —2—ͤ — 
4 A — 


mz a Ketch 


cat w | which was a fayou- 
rite of my deceaſed companion. 5 
The whole behaviour of this venerable perſon, was 


0 primitive, innocent, ſenſible, and humane, that 1 


contracted a filial reſpect for her, and begged her ad- 
vice with regard to my future conduct, as ſoon as I 


was in a condition to act for myſelf, —She diſſuaded 
me from a deſign I had formed of travelling to London 
In hopes of retrieving my cloaths and pay, by return- 


ing to my ſhip, which by this time, I read in a news- 
paper, was ſafely arrived in the river Thames. Be- 
cauſe (ſaid the) you run the hazard of being treated 


not only as a deſerter in quitting the floop, but alſo 


as a mutineer in aſſaulting your commanding officer, 


to the malice of whoſe revenge you will be moreover 7 
expoſed. She then promiſed to recommend me as a 
ſervant to a ſingle lady of her acquaintance, who lived 
in the neighbourhood with her nephew, who was 4 
_ Young fox-hunter of great fortune, where I might 
== ys very happy, provided I could bear with the diſ- 
poſition and manners of my miſtreſs, which was ſome- . 

What whimſical and particular. — But above all things, 
ſhe counſelled me to conceal my ſtory, the knowledge 
of which would effectually poiſon my entertainment: 


for it was a maxim amongſt moſt people of condition, 


that no gentleman in diſtreis ought to be admitted inte 


a family, as a domeſtic, leſt he become We lazy, 
and inſolent.— I was fain to embrace this humble pro- 
poſal, becauie my affairs were deſperate; and in a few 


days was hired by this lady, to ferve in quality of her 


footman ;' being repreſented by my hoſtels, as a young 


man, who having been ſent to ſea by his relations 
againſt his inclinations, was ſhipwrecked and robbed, 
Which had encreaſed his diſguſt to that way of lite 
ſo much, that he rather choſe to go to ſervice on ſhore 
than enter himſelf on board of any other thip,—ÞBe- | 
fore I took poſlefſion of my new place, the gave 
my miſtreſss character, that I might 


of 


know 


. 
K 
£ : 


FW 


OW 
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know better how to regulate my conduct. Your 
Jady (faid ſhe) is a maiden of fox ty years, not fo re- 
markable for her beauty as her learning and taſte, 
Which is famous all over the country.—Indeed ſhe is 


very 
lbb) 


vou 92 - HER 


was perfect female vir tuoſ, and fo eager after the pur- 
at I uit of knowledge, that the neglects her perſon even 
ad- do a degree of fluttiſhneſs; ; this negligence, together 
as I with her contempt for the male part of the crea- 
aded * tion, gives her nephew no great concern, as by that 
adon | means, he will probably keep her fortune, which is 
urn- | conſiderable, in the family. He therefore permits her 
ews- to live in her own way, which is ſomething extraor- 


Be- 3 £ a and gratifies her in all her whimſical deſires.— 

eated Her apartment is at ſome diſtance from the other abe 
t alſo bited parts of the houſe; and conſiſts of a dining-room, 
cer, Ave chamber and ſtudy : She keeps a cook- maid, wait= - 
eover Zmg-woman, and footman of her own, and Aide 
as 2 eats or converſes with any of the family, but her 
lived niece who is a very lovely creature, and humours 


NN 


vas 4 her aunt often to the prejudice of her own health, by ſit- 1 
night 1 ting up with her whole nights together; ; the your 
dif- If nittreſs i is too much of a philoſopher to be ſwayed by 
ſme - 1 the cuſtoms of the world, and never ſiceps or eats as 
nings, other people do.—Among other odd notions, ſhe pro- 
ledge © felles the principles of Roſicrucius, and believes tlie 


ment: = earth, air, and fea are inhabited by inviſible beings, 
lition, with whom it is poſſible for the human ſpecies, to en- 
d into tertain cor reſpoadence and intimacy, on the eaf con- 
lazy, dition of living chaſte.— As ſhe hopes one day to be 
e pro- admitted into an acquaintance of this kind, ſhe no 
a few ſooner heard of me and my cat, than ſhe paid me 2 
of her E vitit, with a view, as ſlie has ſince owned, to be intro - 


young | duced to my familiar; and was greatly mortified to 
[ations | 5 find herſelf diſappointed in her cxpectation. Being 
obbed, by this viſionary turn of mind, abſtracted as it were 
of lite | || from the world, ſhe cannot advert to the common 
a ſhore |; occurrences of life : and therefore is frequently ſo ab- 
—Be- ent as to commit very ſtrange miſtakes and extrava- 
gave t zancies, Which you will do well to rectify and Iepairy 
might #5: Tu progence wil 1 fuggett” 


know | | CHA P. 
TRL on ESR RED N. 
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14 THE ADVENTURES OF 


àtion—concei ve a mortal hatred againſt Sir Tim» 


introduced by the waiting woman, to the preſence 


while ſhe held the ſtump of a pen in the other. — Her 
fore-head was high and wrinkled, her eyes large, grey | 
and proininent; her noſe long, fliarp and acquiiine ; | 


_ freekled, and her chin peeked like a ſhoemaker's par- 
ing knife: Her upper-lip contained a large quantity 


embroidered her neck that was not naturally very 


waſhed but in Caſtilian ſti cam - Around her lay 


* 


„ ee. | | 


My reception by that lady] become enamoured f 
 Narciſa—recount the particulars of my laſt mis- 
fortune acquire the gcod opinion of my miſtreſs 
an account of the young Squire am made ac- 


quainted ith more farticlars of Narciſſa's ſitu- 


| ty I examine my lady's library and ferformances— | 
er extravagant bchawvicur. a 
XRAUGH T with theſe uſeful inſtructions, J re- 


paired to the place of her habitation, and was 


* x — 
< 
5 


of my lady, who had not before ſeen me. —She fat 


in her ſtudy, with one foot on the ground, and the 
other upon a high ſtool at ſome diſtance from her ſeat 


her fandy locks hung down in a diſorder I cannot 1 


call beautiful, from her head, which was deprived of. 
its coif for the benefit of fcratching with one hand, 


r 


her mouth of vaſt capacity; her viſage meagre and 


* N * 


of plain Spaniſh, which by continual falling, had 
white, and the breaſt of her gown, that flowed looſe 
about her with a negligence truly poetic, diſcovering 
linen that was very fine, and to all appearance never 


heaps of books, globes, quadrants, teleſcopes, and 


other learned aparatus: Her ſnuff-box ſtood at her 
Tight hand, at her left lay her handkerchief ſufficiently Þ7 
_ uſed, and a convenience to ſpit in, appeared on one 
ide of her chair Being in a reverie when we entered, 


the maid did not think proper to diſturb her; ſo that 


vs 


5 ROD ERICK RANDOM. T5 
Wwe waited ſome minutes unobſerved, during which 
time, ſhe bit the quail ſeveral times, altered her poſi- 
1 ion, made many wry faces, and at length, with an 
ir of triumph, repeated. aloud, | 


. Nor dare tn immortal Gods my rage oppole * 


Z Having committed her ſucceſs to paper, ſhe turned 
towards the door, and perceiving us, cried, „What's 
the matter ?'——* Here s the young man (replied my 
conductreſs) whom Mrs. Sagely recommended as a 
1 footman to your lady ſhip. On this information the ſtar- 
ed in my face a conſiderable time, and then aſked my 
name, which I thought proper to conceal under that 
of John Brown. — After having ſurveyed me with a 
curious eye, the broke out into, O! ay, thou waſt 
ſhipwrecked I remember — Whether didſt come on 


* 3 more on the back of a whale or dolphin ?? To this 
v I anſwered, I had ſwam aſhore without any aſſiſtance. 
N Then ſhe demanded to know if I had ever been at 
hand, [4 the Helleſpont, and ſwam from Seſtos to Abydos. | 
Hen replied in the negative: Upon which the bid the maid 
„Srey order a ſuit of new livery for me, and inſtruct me 
line; in the articles of my duty; fo faying ſhe ſpit in her 
e and muff box and wiped her noſe with her cap which lay 
3 Pa- on the table, inftead of a handkerchief.— We return 
anuty ed to the kitchen, where I was regaled by the maids, 
„ had who ſeemed to outvie with one another; in expreſſing 

Very Þ their regard for me.— From them I underitood, that | 
i loule L my buſineſs conſiſted in cleaning knives and Corky: 
vering Bs laying the cloth, waiting at table, carrying meſſages, 

Neve! and attending my lady when ſhe went abroad. I here 
" lay Þ being a very good ſuit of livery in the houſe which 
„ and had belonged to my predeceflor deceaſed, I dreſſed my- 
at her ſelf in it, and found it fitted me exactly, ſo that there 
ciently was no occaſion for employing a taylor on my account. 
on one El had not been long equipped in this manner, when 
ntered, BY | my lady's bell rung; upon which I ran vp ftairs, and 
o 93 5 found her ſtalking about the room in her ſhift and 


; under-peticoat only, I would have immediately reti ed, 
1 . 9 2 
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back wardneſs, ſhe put it on before me without any 


was for my miſtreſs and her niece, whom I had not 4 


this operation, I performed it pretty well for a begin- 1 


upon her without intermiſſion. Her age ſeemed to be 1 


her ki ur that fell down her ivory neck in ringlets, black 


ſiſtence and hue of cherries; her complexion, clear, 


I curſe the ſervile Ration, that placed me ſo een 1 


tumultuous joy! 
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as became me, but ſhe bid me come in, and air 2 
clean ſhift for her; which having done with foneſ 1 


ceremony, and I verily believe was ignorant of m] . 
ſex all the time, being quite abſorb'd in contemplation. | : 
About four o'clock in the afternoon, I was ordered % 
lay the cloth and place two covers which I underſtool |! 


as yet Mere pe I was not very dexterous at 


ner, and when dinner was upon the table, ſaw my 8 
miſtreſs approach accompanied by the young lady, 8 


_ whole name for the preſent ſhall be Narcifſa.—So 


much ſweetneſs appeared in the countenance and car- | "2 | 
ringe of this amiable apparition, that my heart was 
captivated at firſt ſight, and while dinner laſted I gazed | 


ſeventeen, her ſtature tall, her ſhape ancxceptionable, i | 


as jet; her arched eye-brows of the ſame colour; 
her eyes piercing, yet tender; her lips of the con- 


ö 1 er 
delicate and healthy; her aſpe& noble ingenuous | * f 


and humane; and the whole fo raviſhingly delight. =. 
ful; that-it was impoſſible for any creature endu- 
ed with ſenßbility, to fee without admiring, ande 
admire without loving her to accels ! How often did | ft 


beneath the regard of this idol of my admiration ! | : 
and how often did 1 bleſs my fate, that enabled me 
to enjoy daily the fight of fo much perfection When | T 
the ſpoke I liftened with pleaſure.; but when ſhe | 4 
poke to me, my. ſou] was thrilled with an extaſy cf 
I was eyen ſo happy as to be the 
ſabje&t of their converſation ; For Narciſſa having“ 
obſerved me, ſaid to her aunt, * 1 ſee your new foot- 5 
man is come.” Then addreſüng herſelf to me, aſked Þ* 
with inc{fable complacency, if I was the perſon who 
„had been ſo cruelly uſed by robbers ? When I ſatisfied 
Lad in thts Ln exprelled 7 'A | Sefire of knowing the par- 
tic! e. 8 


RODERICK RANDOM. 17 
ulars of my fortune both before and ſince my be- 
g ſhipwrecked : Hereupon (as Mrs. Sagely had 
WE ld me) I told her, that IJ had been bound 
Pentice to the maſter of the ſhip, contrary to my 
clination, which had foundered at fea; that T and 
= more, who had chanced to be on deck when ihe 
ent down, made ſhift to ſwim to the ſhore, where, 
1 Ey companions, after having overpowered me, ſtript 
e to the ſhirt, and left me as they imagined, dead 
if the wounds I received in my own defence: Then 
in- 3 related the circumſtances of my being found in a 
my * 4 Haro, with the inhuman treatment I met with from 


90 he country people and parſon; which I perceived 
50 grew tears from the charming creature's eyes ! When 
* I had finiſked my recital, my miſtreſs faid, * Ma fopt 
vas ſe gargon eft bien eit! To which opinion Narciſſa 
e 4 1 bl with a compliment to my underſtanding in 
be he ſame language, that flattercd my vanity ex- 
le, 5 4 Femely. | 
ck The converſation among other ſubjes, turned upon | 
nll the young Squire, whom my lady enquired after un- 
on- 


dier the title of the Savage; ; and was informed by 
ar, | 5 her niece, that he was ſtill in bed, repairing the fatigue 
ous pf laſt night's debauch, and recruiting ſtrength and 
h. Ipirits to undergo a fox. chaſe to-morrow morning, in 
Fompany with Sir Timothy Thicket, 'Squire Bum- 
and per, and a great many other gentlemen of the ſame 
did | ſtamp, whom he had invited on that occaſion; 3 fo 
"| that by day break the whole houſe would be in an 
n. uproar.— This was a very diſagreeable piece of news 
ne | Fo the virtuoſi, who proteſted ſhe would ſtuff her ears 
den! S Th cotton when ſhe went to bed, and take a doſe 


the . f opium to make her ſleep the more ſound, that 
che might not be diſturbed and diſtracted by the cla- 
the Þ | Jnour of the brutes. 

"wh When their dinner was over, 1 and my fellow ſer⸗ 
ot · 


vants ſat down to ours in the kitchen, where I under- 
ſtood that Sir Timothy Thicket was a wealthy knight 
in the neighbourhood, between whom and Narciſſa a 


7 atch had been 3 bs a by her brother, who wr” 


3 ** 


in me a mortal averſion to Sir Timothy, whom 1! 
looked upon as my rival, and curſed in my heart for, 


awaked by the noiſe of the hunters and hounds, 1 got 
up to view the cavalcade, and had a ſight of my com. 


did not ſeem brilliant enough to give me much uncafi. 


maſter of, either as to perſon or mind, —My mittrek 


by her nephew's company, that ſhe did not riſe till five 4 
o'clock in the afternoon : So that J had an opportunity 


nity of ſubjects, which, as whim inſpired, {he had be 4 
any degree of compoſition : But what was very. + A a- 


tion made of love in any of her performances, — 4 
counted fragments of five tragedies, the titles of which] d 
were, The ſtern Philoſopher.— The double. Mur— der. p. 
The factilegious Traitor. — The fall of Lucifer ;—Þ f 


lighted with objects of horror. — Her library was com- 
poſed of the beſt Engliſh hiſtorians, poets, and _ [5 
ſophers; of all the French criticks and pocts, and of 
a few books in Italian, chiefly poetry, at the head 
of which were Taſſo and Arioſto, pretty much uſed, 1 4 
| —Belides theſe, tranſlations of che claſſicks into French, 
: | „ mult 
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ſed at the ſame time to eſpouſe Sir Timothy's ſiſter 
by which means, as their fortunes were pretty equal Mp 
the young ladies would be provided for, and ther 
brothers be never the poorer ; but that the Jadies 6a 
not concur in the ſcheme, each of them entertaining 
a hearty contempt for the perſon allotted to her for i 
huſband by this agreement.—This information begs 


his preſumption.— Next morning by day-break, berg ; T5 


petitor, whoſe accompliſhments (the eſtate excluded) 


nets with reſpect to Narciiſa, v "oY I flattered mylelſg 1 
was not to be won with ſuch qualifications as he was I 


notwithſtanding Her precaution, was ſo much diſturbed? > 
of examining her ſtudy at leiſure, to which I Wass? 
ſtrongly prompted by my curioſit y—Here J found) 
a thouſand ſcraps of her own poetry, conſiſting of 


three, four, ten, twelve, and twenty lines on an inf 4 


gun, without conſtancy or capacity to bring 


ordinary in a female poet, there was not the leatt men- 


And the laſt Day.“ From whence I gathered, that her " 


diſpoſition was gloomy, and her imagination was de- 
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RODERICK RANDOM. ng 
put not one book in Greek or Latin; a circumſtance 
Hat diſcovered her ignorance of theſe languages. 
After having taken a full view of this collection, I re- 
; | wed and at the uſual time was preparing to lay the 
loth, when I was told by the maid that her miſtreſs 
es Rill in bed, and had been fo affected with the. 


notes of the Wande in the morning, that ſhe actually 


85 


believed herſelf a hare beſet with the hunters; and 


furl _ Ha a few greens to maunch for, her breakfaſt. —— 


3 
+ 


gal, 


hen I teſtified my ſurprize at this unacconntable 


Imagination, ſhe let me know that my lady was very 


uch ſubject to whims of this nature; ſometimes 


ancying herſelf an animal, ſometimes a piece of fur- 
Pitwre, during which conceited transformations, it 
was very dangerous to come near ber, eſpecially when 


Fſhe repreſented a beaſt; for that lately in the character 
J a cat, ſhe had fn at her, and ſcratched her face 
in a terrible manner ;- -that ſome n. .aths ago, ſhe pro- 
ue the general conflagration was at hand, and no- 
ing would be able to quench it, but ber water, 
Sbicb therefore ſhe kept {o long that her life was 


in danger; and the muſt needs ha.e died of the reten- 
2 tion, had they not found an expedient to make her 
{3 evacuate, by kindling a bone-fire under her chamber 
window, and perſuading her that the houſe was in 
flames; upon which with great deliberation, ſhe bid 


them bring all the tubs and "veſſels they could find, to 
be filled for the Sada of the houſe, into one 
| of which ſhe immediately diſcharged the cauſe of her 
diſtemper.— I was alſo informed, that nothing contri- 
buted ſo much to the recovery of her reaſon, as mu- 
ſick, which was alſo adminiſtered on theſe occaſions 
by Narciſſa, who played perfectly well on the harpſi- 
chord, and to whom ſhe (the maid) was juſt then go- 
ing to intimate her avnt's diſorder.— She, was no ſoon- 
er gone than I was ſimmoned by the bell to my lady's 
chamber, where I found her fitting ſquat on her hams, 
on the floor, in the manner of puſs when ſhe liſtens 
to the cries ; of her e hen 1 appeared, ſhe 

ſtarted 
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ſtarted up with an alarmed look, and ſprang to che? 
other fide of the room to avoid me, whom, without 
doubt, ſhe miſtook for a beagle thürſting after her 
life. Perceiving her extreme "confulion, I retired, : 
and on the ſtair-caſe met the adorable Narciiſa commy Fa3 
up, to whom I imparted the ſituation of my nnftre(s: EY 
She Mid not a word, but ſmiling with rn FJ 
grace, went into her aunt's appartment, and in a lit.. 
tle time my ears were raviſhed with che effects of her 
will. —She accompanied the inftrument with a voie 
ſo ſweet and melodious, that I did not wonder at th 
ſorpriſing change it produced on the ſpirits of ny | 
miſtreſs, which were ſoon compoſed to peace and bo- 
ber reflection. 3 
About ſeven o'clock the hunters arrived, with the Mic 
ſkins of two foxes and one badger, carried before them 2 % 
as trophies of their ſucceſs ; and when they were abon: 1 "Aim 
to ſit down to dinner (or ſupper) Sir Timothy 'Thick- . pre 
et deſired that Narciſſa would honour the table witl: a! 
her preſence : But this, notwithſtanding her brother's nu 
treats and intreaties, ſhe refuſed, on pretence of at- / uy 
tending her aunt who was indifpoſed ; ſo that I enjoy- Þ 7 
ed the ſatisfaction of ſeeing my rival mortified : But 
this diſappointment made no great impreſſion on him. 
who conloled himſelf with the bottle, of which the Þ bit 
whole company became ſo enamoured, that after a Þ ges 
moſt horrid uproar of laughing, ſinging, wearing, 
dancing, and fighting, they were all carried to bed 
in a ſtate of utter oblivion, _My duty being alto- 
gether detached from the *Squire and his family, I led 
a pretty eaſy and comfortable life, drinking daily in- 
toxicating draughts of love from the charms of Nar- 
ciſſa, which brightened on my contemplation, every 
day, more and more.—Inglorious as my ftation was, 
I became blind to my own unworthineſs, and even 
| conceived hopes of, one day, enjoying this amiable 
creature, whoſe affability greatly Encourages theſe 
preſumptuous thoughts, 
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CHAP. 4 


Ie 1s fo prized at my A communicates her per- 
fornmances to me. I imfart joe of mine- to fe. 


: | am moritfied at her Faint praiſe—Ner ciſſa approves 
hk F my frodufion—T gain ai ina voluntary coe 
t. cer the ccolaue nch and dai, ui er mutual 
i 1 | x ſentic ut a 17 2 jealuily f M4” o 


ce | er . 


17 URIN this ſeaſon of love and tranquility, 
my muſe, which had lain dormant lo Jong, 
woke, and produced ſcveral ſinall performances on 


he 4 ne ſubject of flame: But as it concerned me nearly 
m | to remain undiſcovered in my real character and ſen- 
d eiments, I was under a neceſſity of mortifying my de- 
— 2 of praiſe, by confining my works to my own peru- 
tu ba and applauſe.— In the mean time I ſtrove to inſi- 
's Pan te myſelf into the good opinion of both ladies ; 

k. and ſucceeded ſo well, by my diligence and dutiful be- 5 
2 eur, that in a Vtcle time, 1 was at leaſt a fa- 
ut | howrite ſervant ; and frequently enjoyed the pleaſure 
n. of bearing myſelf mentioned in French and Italian, 


he . ith ſome degree of warmth and ſurprize, by the 
2 Per object of my wiſhes, as a perſon who had ſo much 
g, bf the gentleman in my appearance and diſcourſe, 
ed Þ that ſhe could not for her ſoul treat me like a common 
. Jacquay,—My prudence and modeſty were not long 
ed Þ proof againſt theſe bewitching compliments. One dax, 
n- © while I waited at dinner, the converſation turned up- 
n a knotty paſſage of Taſſo's Gieruſalem, which, 
ry Fat ſeems had puzzled them both. After a great many 
Sg | rpg conjectures, my miſtreſs taking the 
go ook out of her pocket, turned up the place in queſ⸗ 


ie tion, and read the ſentence over and over without ſuc- 
ic . at length, deſpairing of finding the author's 
meaning, ſhe turned to me, ſaying, © Come hither, 
> _ let us ſee what fortune wall do for us; I will 
2 in 
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interpret to thee what goes before and what follows 


this obſcure paragraph, the particular words of which 4 


I will alſo explain, that thou may'ſt, by comparing Pe 


one with the other gueſs the ſenſe of that which per: 


plexes us. I was too vain to let flip this opportunity, . 
of diſplaying my talents, therefore, without heſitu “ 
tion, read and explained the whole of that which hal 
| diſconcerted them, to the utter aſtoniſhment of both. 


—Narcifa's face and lovely neck was over-ſpread with 
bluſhes, from whence I drew a facourable omen 
while her aunt, after having ſtared at me a goal 
while with a look of amazement, exclaimed, 0 lu 


the name of heaven who art thou ?*--I told her I hat . 
picked up a ſmattering of Italian, during a voyags 
And f 


up the Straits. —At this the thook her head: 
obſerved that no ſmatterer could read as I had done. 


She then defired to know if I undertood French, «Þ* 


avhich I anſwered in the altrraative : She aſked if! 


was acquainted with the Latin ad Greek : I replica 


A little.“ Oho ! (continded ſhe) and with phils 
ſophy and mathematicks, I ſuppoſe?“ 
knew ſomething of each. —W hereupon ſhe repeat: 


her flare and interrogation.—I began to repent ml 


vanity, and 1n order "to repair the fault I had con: 


mitted, ſaid, it was not to be wondered at if I ba . 
a tolerable education, becauſe learning was fo cha 


in my country, that every peaſant was a ſcholar : but! 


hoped her ladyſhip would think my underſtanding n 


Exception to my character, 
ſwer, 
of the time they ſat at table e, they behav ed with re 
| markable reſerve. | 
This alteration gave me much uneaſineſs; 
paſſed the night without ſleep, in melancholy refles 
tions on the vanity of young men, which prompts 


- She was pleaſed "= Atl 


them to commit to many fooliſh actions contrary t 


to their own ſober judgment.-—Next day, Wen 
inſtead of profiting by this ſelf condemnation, I yiell 
ed fill r more to the dictates of the principle I had en 

deavourt 


I owned, I 


No, no, God forbid; — But during the ri 


and I 


4 


8 6 - 5 


Sit at 
and 
fru 
Jupc 
land 
cate 
by 
dat 


1 RO DE RICE RANDOM. 23 
7; eavoured to chaſtiſe, and if fortune had not befriended 

He more than prudence” could expect, I ſhould have 
ing een treated with the contempt J deferved.-— ; 
der- After breakfaſt, my lady, who was a true author, 
nityh ic me follow her into tlie ſtudy, where ſhe expreſſed 
1 . erſelf thus: Since you are ſo learned you cannot 
#4 void of taſte, therefore I ain to defire your opinion 
oth, $f a ſmall perfomance in poetry, which I lately com- 


vic poſed.— Vou muſt know, I have planned a tragedy, 
en he ſubject of which ſhall be the murder of a prince 
col defore the altar, where he is buſy at his devotions, — 

| a" After the deed is perpetrated, the regicide will harangue 
bal} Ihe people, with the bloody dagger in his hand; and 
rage I have already compoled a ſpeech, which I think will 
anlÞFuit the character extremely,—Nere it is“ — Then tak 


2. ing up a ſcrap of paper the read with violent crmpuatie” 
, 0 nd geſture, as follows : | 


lied hb bus have I ſent the Ample king to hell, 

Al- Without or coffin, ſhroud, or paſſing- bch — 
ch To me, what are divine and human laws 

I court no ſanction but my own applauſe ! 

| Rapes, robb'ries, treaſon, yield my foul delight! 
And human carnage gratifies my fight, PL. 
I drag the parent by the hoary bal, Ta 
And tols the ſprawling infant on my ſpear, | 
2 Vhile the fond mother's cries regale mine ear, 
£1 5ght, I vanquiſh, murder fr jends and foes ; ; 
All [ Nor dare th* immortal gods my rage oppoſe. 


Though I did great violence to my under handing: in 
Lang this unnatural rhapſody, I nevertheleſs extolled 


and Wit as a production that of itſelf deſerved immortal fame; 


tic and beſeeched her ladyſhip to bleſs the world with the 
ompi fruits of thoſe uncommon talents heaven had beſtowed 
ary upon her, —She ſmiled with a look of ſelf complacency, 
ver: and encouraged by the incenſe I had offered, communi- 
yield cated all her poetical works, which I applat aded one, 


d en hy one, with as little candour as I had ſhewn at firſt, — 
ror datiated with my Battery, WR I __ my N 
| Ju -.. 
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Jultified, ſhe could not in conſcience refuſe me an op. 


portunity of ſhining in my turn; and therefore, after? 
à compliment to my nice difcernment and taſte, obſerves 4 
that doubticis Imuſt have produced ſomething in that 
way myſelf, which ſhe deſired to ſce.— This was 43 
temptation I could by no means reſiſt.— I owned that! 
while I was at college, I wrote ſome ſmall detached!“ 
pieces, at the deſire of a friend who was in love; and! 
at her requeſt, repeated the following verſes, which! 


indeed my love for Narciſſa had inſpired. 
Od Celia playing on the har pſichord and ſing ing. 


When Sappho ſtruck the quiv'ring wire 
The throbbing breaſt was all on ſire, 
And when ſhe raiſed the vocal lay, 
The captive ſoul was charm'd away! 
But had the nymph, poſſeſs'd with theſe, 
Thy ſofter, chaſter pow'r to pleaſe; 
Thy beauteous air of ſprightly youth, 
Thy native ſiniles of artleſs truth; 
„ „ | 
The worm of grief had never pray'd 
On the forſaken, love-ſick maid ; 
Nor had ſhe mourn'd an hapleſs flame, 
Nor daſh'd on rocks her tender frame, 


My miftreſs paid me a cold compliment on the verſ 
fication, which, ſhe ſaid, was elegant enough, but the 
ſubject beneath the pen of a true poet. I was extremely 
nettled at her indifference, and looked at Narciſſa, who 
by this time had joined us, for her approbation, but {te 

declined giving her opinion, proteſting ſhe was no judge 
of theſe matters: So that I was forced to retire, very 
much balked in my expectation, which was generally 
a little too ſanguine.—In the afternoon, however, the 
waiting-maid aſſured me, that Narciſſa had expreſſel 


her approbation of my performance with great warrath, 
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ROD E RICK RANDOM. 

and deſired her to procure a copy of it, as for herſelf, 
tat ſhe (Narciſſa) might have an opportunity to per- 
uſe it at leiſure.— I was elated to an extra agant pitch 
at this intelligence, and immediately tranſcribed a fair 
copy of my ode, which was carried to the dear char- 


mer, together with another on the ſame ſubject, as fol- 
it Rows: . VF | 
d | | . 

d Thy fatal ſhafts unerring move, 

ch | 


I bow before thine altar love! 

I feel thy ſoft reſiſtleſs flame 5 

Glide ſwift, through all my vital frame! 

For while I gaze my boſom glows, _ 

My blood in tides impetuous flows, 

Hope, tear and joy alternate roll, | 

And floods of tranſports *whelm my ſoul! 
i 8 5 

My faultering tongue attempts in vain 

In ſoothing murmurs to complain, 

My tongue ſome iecret magick ties, 

My murmurs ſink in broken ſighs! 

Condemn'd to nurſe eternal care, 

And ever drop the lent tear, 

+ Unheard I mourn, unknown I ſigh, 

+ Unfriended live, unpitied die! 


| Whether or not Nareiſſa diſcovered my paſſion, I 


tonld not learn from her behaviour, which, though 
verſi· i ways benevolent to me, was henceforth more re- 
ut tie Nerved and leſs chearful.— While my thoughts aſpired 
ney o a ſphere fo far above me, I had unwittingly made 
Wii 


conqueſt of the cook-wench and dairy-maid, who 
*came ſo jealous of one another, that if their ſenti- 
nts had been refined by education, it is probable one 


ut {ke 
judge 


, kn rother of them would have had recourſe to poifon or 
1 tel, to be revenged of her rival; but as their minds 
er, the 


eie happily adapted to their humble ſtation, their 
pre 


3 utual enmity was confined W ſcolding and fiſty-cuffs, 
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26 THE ADVENTURES OF 5 
in which exerciſe they were both well ſkilled. —M; Þ v. 
good fortune did not long remain a ſecret ; being dij. he 
_ cloſed by the frequent broils of theſe heroines, wo! 
kept no decorum in their encounters. The coachmeu! % 
and gardener, who paid their devoirs to my admirers, |? 
each to his reſpective choice, alarmed at my ſuccei;, Þ *: 
laid their heads together, in order to concert a plan | 3 
revenge: and the former having been educated at theÞ 
academy of Tottenham court, undertook to challenge 
me to ſingle combat; he accordingly with many op. 
probrious invectives, bid me defiance, and offered to, 
box with me for twenty guineas. —I told him, that a. “ 
though I believed myſelf a match for him, even at tha, 
work, I would not deſcend fo far below the dignity ad, 
a gentleman, as to fight like a porter; but if he hu N 
any thing to ſay to me, I was his man at blunderbuls - 
- muſket, piſtol, ſword, hatchet, ſpit, cleaver, fork c 
needle ;—nay more, that if he gave his tongue am! 
more ſaucy liberties at my expence, I would crop hi, 
ears without any ceremony.—This rhodomontade G&þ 
Jiver'd with a ſtern countenance and reſolute tone, haf, 
the deſired effect upon my antagonit, who with fo 
. confuſion, ſneaked off and gave his friend an accounÞ* 
of his reception. —The ſtory taking air among the fer- 
_ vants, procured for me the title of Gentleman Jom 
with which I was ſometimes honour'd, even by ny 
miſtreſs and Narciſſa, who had been informed of tl: 
whole affair by the chamber-maid.—In the mean tins 
the rival queens expreſſed their pafſion by all the wan in. 
in their power: The cook entertained me Wich choice 
bits, the dairy-maid with ſtroakings; the firſt wou 
often encourage me to declare mytelf, by compliment 
Ing me upon my courage and learning, and obſerving 
that if ſhe had a huſband like me, to maintain ord 
and keep accounts, ſhe could make a great deal o 
money by ſetting up an eating-houſe at London, fo 
gentlemen's ſervants on board wages, —— The othe 
courted my affection, by ſhewing her own importanct, 
and telling me, that many a ſubſtantial tarmer in tie 


neighbourhood would be glad to marry her ; but f. 


Was 
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vas reſolved to pleaſe her eye, if ſhe ſhould plague her 
u. heart. — Then ſhe would launch out into the praiſe of 
io © amy proper perſon, and ſay, ſhe was ſure I would make 
a good huiband, for I was very goodnatured.—I be- 
gan to be uneaſy at the importunities of theſe in- 
i: | Zamorato's, whom at another time, perhaps, I might 
[| have pleaſed, without the diſagreeable ſauce of matri- 
 Znony ? but at preſent, my whole ſoul was engroſſed 
ze by Narciſſa, and I couid not bear the thoughts of do- 
| vg any thing dcrogatory of the paſſion I entertained 


2 Th 8 
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e Narciſa being in danger from the brutality of Sir 


ul Timothy, is reſcued by me, who revenge myſelf on 

eu rival—l declare my paſſion, and retreat to the 
am fear ſide I am ſurrounded by ſmugglers, and carried 
p hy Fs to Bulloign I find my uncle lieutenant Bowling, in 
> Ce great diflireſs, and relieve him—our converſation. _ 


ſom: 14 T certain intervals, my ambition would revive 
unf 1 would deſpiſe myſelf for my tame reſignation to 
e fe my fordid fate, and revolve an hundred ſchemes for 
fol galſuming the character of a gentleman, to which I was 
yu entitled by birth and education. —In theſe fruitleſs 
f tÞ Suggeſtions, time ſtc le away unperceived, and I had 
time already remained eigh. months in the ſtation of a foot- 
war man, when an accident happened, that put an end to 
choc my ſervitude, and, for the preſent, baniſhed all hopes 
wou of ſucceeding in my love. . . 
ment Narciſſa went one day to viſit Miſs Thicket, who 
vine! red with her brother, witkin leſs than a mile of our 
 ordſ@ouſe, and was perſuaded to walk home in the cool 
leal f the evening, accompanied by Sir Timothy, who 
n, faſſÞaving a good deal of the brute in him, was inſti- 
otheſſ{Wated to uſe ſome unbecoming familiarities with her, 
rtanceſWncouraged by the ſolitarineſs of a field through which 
in they paſſed.— The lovely creature was incenſed at his 
>ut gude behaviour, for which ſhe reproached him in ſuch a 
ile = "od macanner, 


28 THE ADVENTURES OF T. 
manner, that he loft all regard, for decency, and ac. 
tually offered violence to this pattern of innocence and * * 

beauty. — But heaven would not ſuffer fo much good- es 

neſs to be violated; and ſent me, who, paſſing by ac. Na 
cident near the place, was alarmed with her cries, to! 

her ſuccour.— What were the emotions of my ſoul, Þ 3 7. 

when I beheld Narcifla, almoſt ſinking beneath the by 

brutal force of this ſatyr! I flew like lightening to het! 
reſcue, which he perceiving, quitted his prey, and drew Þ % 


his hanger to chaſtiſe my prefumption.—My indignation 5 5 
was too high to admit one thought of fear, ſo that! ) 


_ ruſhing upon him, I ſtruck his weapon out of his hand, 7 
and uſed my cudgel fo ſucceſsfully, that he fell to the 100 
ground, and lay, to all appearance, without ſenſe. — Þ * 
Then I turned to Narcifſa, who had ſwooned, and fit- Þ © rec 
ting down by her, gently raiſed her head, and ſup. ! 
vga it on my boſom, while with my hand around! 
er waiſt, I kept her in that poſition, My foul ws Þ 2 | 
thrilled with tumultuous joy, at feeling the object of Þ 
my deareſt wiſhes within my arms; and while the hy! 
inſenſible, I could not refrain from applying my check , 
to hers, and raviſhing a kiſs: In a little time, the! „ 
blood began to reviſit her face ſhe opened her en-; 
chanting eyes, and having recollected her late ſitua- Þ 
tion, ſaid, with a look full of tender acknowledg- ! 
ment, Dear John, I am entirely obliged to you“! 
So ſaying, ſhe made an effort to riſe, in which I af he 
ſiſted her, and ſhe proceeded to the kouſe, leaning A 
upon me all the way. I was a thouſand times temp- 4 
ted by this opportunity to declare my paſſion, but the . 
dread of diſobliging her, reſtrained my tongue. We! 0 
had not got an hundred paces from the ſcene of he 


_ diſtreſs, when I perceived Sir Timothy get up nl ay 

move homeward ; a circumſtance which, though it W 
gave me ſome ſatisfaction, in as much as I thereby Wh 
knew I had not killed him, filled me with juſt appre- = 


henſion of his reſentment, which I found myſelf in no 
condition to withſtand : eſpecially when I conſidered fit 

his intimacy with our ſquire, to whom I knew he 
would eaſily juſtify himſelf for what he had done, by fg 
Go ;mput N 


bY 
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imputing it to his love, and deſiring his brother Bruin 
to take the ſame liberty with his ſiſter, without any 


fear of offence — When we arrived at the houſe, 
Narciſſa aſſured me ſhe would exert all her influence 


in protectipg me from the revenge of Thicket, and 

2 likewiſe engage her aunt in my favour. At the fame 
1 time pulling out her purſe, offered it as a ſmall con- 
ſideration for the ſervice I had done her. —But I ftood 
too much upon the punctilios of love to incur the leaſt 
LE ſuſpicion of being mercenary, and refuted the preſent, 
ſaying, I had merited nothing by barely doing my 
duty. — She ſeemed aſtoniſhed at my diſintereſtedneſs, 
and bluſhed; I felt the ſame ſuffuſion, and with a 
down-caſt cye and broken accent, told her, I had one 

- > requeſt to make, which if her generoſity would grant, 
I ſhould think myſelf fully recompepſed for an age of 
© miſery, —She changed colour at this preamble, and 
> with great confuſion, replied, ſhe hoped my good ſenſe. 


2 


TO” 


would hinder me from aſking any thing ſhe was bound 
in honour to refuſe, and therefore bid me ſignify my 
1 deſire. Upon which I kneeled, and begged to kits her 
hand. She immediately, with an averted look, ſtretch- 
ell it out; I imprinted on it an ardent kiſs, and bathing 
it with my tears, cried, © Dear madam, I am an un- 
|: fortunate gentleman, who loves you to diſtraction, but 
> would have died a thouſand deaths, rather than make 
this declaration under ſuch a ſervile appearance, were 
he not determined to yield to the rigour of his fate, to 
fly from your bewitching preſence, and bury his pre- 
ſumptuous paſſion in eternal ſilence. With theſe words 
I roſe and went away, before ſhe could recover ſpirits 
ſo far as te make any reply. My firſt care was to go 
and conſult Mrs. Sagely, with whom Ihad maintained 
a friendly correſpondence ever ſince I left her houſe, 
When ſhe underſtood my ſituation, the good woman, 
with real concern, cendoled me on my ynhappy fate, 
and approved of my reſolution to leave the country, be- 
ing perfectly well acquainted with the barbarous difpo- 
fſition of my rival, who by this time (ſaid ſhe) has 
no doybt meditated a ſcheme of reyenge,—Indeed, I 
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cannot ſee how you will be able to clude his vengeance; Bo 


being himſelf in the commiſſion, he will immediately = 
grant warrants for apprehending you; and as almoi arr 
all the people in this country are dependant on him or! 
his friend, it will be impoſſible for you to find ſhelter ju 
among them: If you ſhould be apprehended, he will Þ 
commit you to jail, where you may poſſibly languilh Þ tra) 
in great miſery till the next aſſizes, and then be tran. / 
ſported for aſſaulting a magiftrate.— While ſhe thug Þ 
warned me of my danger, we heard a knocking at Þ cy 
the door, which threw us both into great conſterna. . 


tion, as in all probability, it was occaſioned by my te 
purſuers; whereupon this generous old lady, putting 
two guineas into my hand, with tears in her eyes,“ 
bid me for God's fake, get out at the back door, and“? 
conſult my ſafety as Providence ſhould direct me. —- Þ 


There was no time for deliberation. 


I followed her advice, and eſcaped by the benefit of Þ 
a dark night, to the ſea-ſide, where, while I ruminatzd Þ 
on my next excurſion, I was all of a ſudden furround. Þ i 
ed by armed men, who, having bound my hands and“ 
feet bid me make no noiſe on pain of being ſhot, and“? 


carried me on board of a veſſel, which I foon percei;ed 
to be a ſmuggling cutter, — This diſcovery gave ine 


ſome ſatisfaction at firſt, becauſe I concluded my{elfÞ * 
ſafe from the reſentment of Sir Timothy: But wien 


found myſelf in the hands of ruftans, who threateicd 


to execute me for a ſpy, I would have thought myſzii 5 


Happily quit for a year's impriſonment, or even trat- 
Jportation.—It was in vain for me to proteſt my i1106- 
cence : I could not perſuade them that I had tai.en 4 
ſolitary walk to their haunt, at ſuch an hour merely 
for my own amuſement ; and I did not think it my 


| Intereſt to diſcloſe the true cauſe of my retreat, becau;z e 
TJ was afraid they would have made their peace with 


2 by ſurrendering me to the penalty of the law, 
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hat confirmed their ſuſpicion was, the appearance ot 5 tai 


a Cuſtom-houle yatch, which gave them chaſe, and 


| Had well-nigh made a prize of their veſſel z 
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e: 1 hey were delivered from their fears by a thick fog, 


y which effectually ſcreened them, and favoured their 
olt = at Bulloign.— But before they got out of fight. 
or pf their purſuer, they held a council of war about 
ter ne, whom ſome of the moiſt ferocious among them 


ll 7 ould have thrown overboard, as a traitor who: had be- 
ih trayed them to their enemies ; but others more con- 
n- Fhderate, alledged, that if they put me to death and 
wy F 10uld afterw 21008 be taken, t they could c pect no mer- 
at c cy from the legiſlature, which would never pardon 
a. butlawry aggray Fate by murder. — It was therefore de- 
ytermined by a plurality of votes, that I ſhould be ſet on 
ing ore in France, and left to find my paſſage back to 
©, | England, as I ſhould think proper, which would be 
ul puniſhment ſufficient for the bare fuſpicion of a crime 
— In itſelf not dea Although this, favourable deter- 
mination gave me great plealure, the apprehenſion of 
ot ns robbed, . not ſuffer me to be perfectly at 
bed eaſe: To prevent this calamity, as ſoon as I was un- 
d- ted in conſequence of the aforeſaid decition, I tore a 
ww {nal hole in one of my ſtockings, into which I drop- 
nd oped. {ix gunieas, reſerving half a piece and fome tilver 
ed in my pocket, that finding ſomething, they might not 
me be tempted to make any further enquiry. —T his was a 
elf very neceſſary precaution, for when we came within 
n ficht of the French ſhore, one of the ſmugglers told 
mal me, I muſt pay for my paſſage. —To this I replied, that 
jet my paſſage was none of my own lecking ; therefore 
an- hey could nat expect a reward from me jor tranſport- 
a0. mg me into a ſtrange country by torce.—* Damme! 
Na Ko the outlaw) none of your palaver; but let me ſee 
tech what money you have got.” 80 {aying he thruſt his 
my] hand into my pocket without any ceremony, and 
ue emptied it of the contents: I hen caſting an eye at my 
th hat and wig, which captivated his fancy, he took them 
ww. lei, and clapping his own on my head, declared that a 
ei fair exchange was no robbery.—I was fain to put up 
aud with the bargain, which was by no means favourable 
rein to nd, ; and a lt utle while alter we went all on ſhore to- 
is! i Y 2 ers | | 


lie- 
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I reſolved to take my leave of theſe deſperadoes, 
without much ceremony, when one of them cautioned ! 


me againſt appearing to their prejudice if ever I return. 


ed to England, unleſs I had a mind to be murdered, “ 
for which ſervice, he aſſured me, the gang never wanted] {* 
agents. —I promiſed to obſerve his advice, and depart. Þ ? 
ed for the Upper Town, where I enquired for a cabaret! 
or public houſe, into which I went, with an intention! 
| In the kitchen, five! 
Dutch ſailors ſat at breakfaſt, with a large loaf, a firkin 
of butter, and a cag of brandy on the table, the bung *K 
. perſeverance and ſatisfaction. At ſome diſtance from _ 


them, I perceived another perſon in the fame garb, ſit- [7 f 
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of taking ſome refreſhment.- 
of which they often applied to their mouths with great 


ting in a penſive, ſolitary manner, entertaining himſelf 
with a whiff of tobacco, from the ſtump of a pipe, as 
black as jet. —The appearance of diſtreſs never failed 
to attract my regard and compaſſion ; I approached 
this forlorn tar, with a view to offer him my aſſiſtance, 
and notwithſtanding the alteration of dreſs, and dif- 
guiſe of a long beard, I diſcovered in him my long 
loſt and lamented uncle and benelactor, lieutenant 
Bowling! Good heaven! what were the agitations 
of my ſoul, between the joy of finding again ſuch a 
valuable friend, and the forrow of ſeeing him in ſuch 
a low condition ! The tears guſhed down my cheeks, 
I ſtood motionleſs and filent for ſome time; at length 
recovering the uſe of ſpeech, exclaimed, * Gracious 
God! Mr. Bowling !''—My uncle no ſooner heard his 
name mentioned, than he ſtarted up, crying with ſome 
ſurprize, Holloa!* and after having looked at me 
ſtedfaſtly, without being able to recolle&t me, ſaid, 
Did you call me, brother ?* I told him, I had ſome- 
thing extraordinary to communicate, and deſired him to 
ive me a few minutes hearing in an other room; but 
< would by no means conſent to this propoſal, ſaying, 
© Avaſt there, friend; none of your tricks upon tra- 
vellers ;—If you have any thing to ſay to me, do it 
over-board ; you need not be afraid of being above- 
board; here are none who underſtand our lingo. . 


—— 
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3 vent on thus: 


hough I was loth to diſcover myſelf be fore company, 


ment, and recalling my features, which though enlarg- 


5 1 ed were not entirely altered üünce he had feen me, came 
up and ſhook me by the hand very cordially, proteit- 


ng he was glad to ſee me well. After ſome pauſe he 


Jou under ſuch colours; the more ſo as it is not in my 


[ E. at preſent to change them for the better, times 


eing very hard with me. Wich theſe words I could 


perceive a tear trickle down his furrowed cheeks, which 
ö affected me ſo much, that I wept bitterly.—Imagining 
ny forrow was the effect of my misfortunes, he com- 
ſorted me, by obſerving that life was a voyage in which 
we muſt expect to meet with all weathers; ſometimes 
it was calm, ſometimes rough; that a fair gale often 
ſucceeded a ſtorm; 
ene way, and that deſpair ſignified nothing: but re- 
Holution and (kill were better than a ſtout veſſel: For 
hy? Becauſe they require no carpenter, and grow 
ſtronger the more labour they undergo. 
al tears, which I aſſured him were "not ſhed for my 

own diſtreſs, but for his, and begged leave to ac- 


that the wind did not always ft 


I dried up 


company him into another room, where we could con- 


verſe mere at our eaſe.— There I recounted to him the 


ungenerous uſage I had met with from Potion ; at 


| (which he ſtarted np, ſtalked acroſs the room three or 


four times, in a great hurry, and graſping his cudgel, 
cried, © I would I were along-ſide of him !—that's all. 
= would I were along- de of him '—-I then gave 
im a detail of all my adventures and ſufferings, which 
affected him more than I could have imagined ; and 
concluded with telling him that captain Oakhum was 
fill alive, and that he might return to England when 
he would, to f>llicit his affairs, without danger or 
| oleſtation.— He was wonderfully pleaſed at this piece 
f information, of which however, he ſaid he could 


tot at preſent avail hinlelf, for \ want of money to pay 


for 
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"Pp could 10 longer refrain from telling him, I was his. 
pwn nephew Roderick Random. 


On this information, 8 
de conſidered me with great earneſtneſs and aitoniih- 


« And yet, my. lad, Lam forry to ice | 
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for his paſſage to London. This objection I foon re. 
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moved, by putting five guineas into his hand, and td. 
ling ham, I thought myſelf extremely happy in hay. 


ing an opportunity of manifeſting my gratitude to him 


in his neceſſity .—But it was with the utmoſt difficulty 5 
I could prevail upon him to accept of two which he 
_ affirmed, were more than ſufficient to pay the neceſſary Þ 
expence.— After this friendly conteſt was over, he pro. +; 
poſed we ſhould have a meſs of ſomething : © For (fa 
5 he) it has been banyan day with me a great while — 
You muſt know I was ſhipwrecked five days ago, near 


a place called Lificux, in company with thoſe Dutch. 


EE ng 


men who are now drinking below ; and having but 
little money when I came a-thore it was ſoon ſpent, be- 


cauſe I let them have ſhare and ſhare while it laſted.— 
Howſomever, I jhould have remembered the old ſaying, 
Every hog his own afple: For when they found my 
hold unſtowed, they went all hands to ſhooling and 
begging; and becauſe I would not take a ſpell at the 
ſame duty, refuſed to give me the leaſt aſſiſtance; fo 


that I have not broke bread theſe two days.'—I was 
ſhocked at the extremity of his diſtreſs, and ordered 


ſome bread, cheeſe and wine to be brought immediately, 
to allay his hunger, until a fricaſſce of chickens could 


be prepared. —When he had recruited his ſpirits with 


this homely fare, I defired to know the particulars of 


his peregrination, fince the accident at Cape Tiberoon 


which were briefly theſe : The money he had about 


him being all ſpent at Port Louis, the civility and 
hoſpitality of the French cooled to ſuch a degree, that 


he was obliged to liſt on board of one of their king's 
ſhips, as a common foremaſt-man, to prevent himſelf 
from ſtarving on ſhore.—In this ſituation he continued 
two years, during which time he had acquired ſome 
knowledge of their language, and the reputation of 2 

ood ſea- man: The ſhip he belonged to was ordered 
Fonie to old France, where ſhe 'was laid up as unfit 
for ſervice, and he was received on board of one ot 


monſièur D'Antin's ſquadron, in quality of quarter- 


to the 


maſter; which office he performed in a voyage to tl 
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; vet Indies, where they engaged with our ſhip : as be- 
. ire related; but his onfeience upbraiding him for 
ring the enemies of his country, he quitted the ſhip 
at the ſame place where he firſt liſted, and got to Curaſoa 
In a Dutch veſſel; there he bargained with another 
be leipper, bound to Europe, to work for his paſſage to 
y Holland, from whence he was in hopes of hearing from 
b. His friends in England; but was caſt away, as he 
my ee before, on the. French coaſt, and muſt have 
been reduced to the neceſſity of traveling on foot to 
ar Þ Holland, and begging for his ſubſiſtence on the road, 
1. or of entering, on board of another French man of war, 
ut Þ Cat the hazard of being treated as a deſerter, if Provi- 
e- (dence had not ſent me to his fuccour,—* And now my 
— lad, (continued he) I think I ſhall ſteer me courſe 
8, directly to London, where I do not doubt of being re- 
ny Þ placed, and of having the R taken off me by the lords | 
nl of the admiralty, to whom I intend to write a petition 
he ſetting forth my caſe: If I ſucceed I will have where 
o -withal to give you ſome aſliſtance, becauſe when I left 
s the ſhip, I had two years pay due to me; therefore I 
ed deſire to know whither you are bound; and beſide, 
ly, perhaps, J may have intereſt enough to procure a war- 
nde rant appointing you ſurgeon's mate of the ſhip to 
ich which I ſhall belong. — For the beadle of the admiralty = 
of F my good fiiend; and he and one of the underclerks 
n; are ſworn brothers, and that under-clerk has a great 
out deal to ſay with one of the upper-clerks, who is very 
md well known to the under-ſecretary, who upon his re- 
hat commendation, I hope will recommend my affair to the 
git ſecretary ; and he again, will ſpeak to one of the 
{li {Lords in my behalf: So "that you ſee, I da not want 
ned friends to aſſiſt me on occaſion. As for the fellow, 
me Crampley, tho'f I know him not, I am ſure he is nei- 
fa her ſea-man nor officer, by what you have told me, or 
elſe he could never be ſo much miſtaken in his reckon- 
ing. as to run the ſhip on ſhore on the coaſt of Suſſex, 


of [ before he believed himſelf in ſoundings ; neither when 
ter- That accident happened, would he have left the ſhip un- 
the fl ſhe had been kove to E OT" when the 


oe 
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ſmiling at the deſcription of my uncle's ladder, by yoo 
he propoſed to climb to the attention of the board 9 


7 poſſibly diſpatch his buline!s the ſooner on that account. 
replied, W hy, yes, I Pelie de Daniel wy hipcord: the 


| ſhip- chandiler in Wapping would not refuſe me ſuch ! EY 
| ſmall matter I know I can have what credit I wouid, 


as leſs miſerable than his, becauſe I was better ac- 
of 
quainted with the ſelfithneſs and roguery of man. 


| was to fl tor Deal i in ws Feng, and Mr, Bowling 


tide was making: wherefore, by this time, I do ſup. 
poſe he has been tried by a court-martial, and executed 
tor his cowardice and miſconduct.” 1 could not hel 


admiralty ; and though I knew the world too well, 8 
confide in fach dependence myſelf, I would not dil. 


courage him with doubts ; but aſked if he had ng - by 
friend in London, who would advance a ſmall ſum of Þ » 
money to enable him to appear as he ought, and make 5 - 
a ſmall pretent to the under ſecretary, who might by 

for 


He ſcratched his head, and after ſome recollection £7 


for lodging, liquor and cloaths; but as to money, [ 


won't be poſitive —Lad honeſt Block been living, [ "oe 


ſhould not have been at a loſs.—I was hartily ſorry to 46 
find av. rthy man ſo deſtitute of friends When he had 110 f 
ſuch need of them: and looked upon my oven ſituation 7 


kind; c: nſequently Jets liable to eee and oy 
Iwpolitio-.. LE 2 
5 H AP. XIII. | Ci 

| "4 
5 He takes {is paſſaze i ina Cutter for Talus are at ua 
coſted t a prieſt, who proves to be a Fco ttifh-man Err 


—his profeſſions of friendſhip bt is affronted by t 
lieutenant, cho afterwards atpeales him by ſub. 
mi fſron-- my uncle embarks—T am introduced by th We 
prieft tn a capuchin, in whoſe company I jet wut fir 
Paris—ine character of my fellow-traveller—-ar 
adventu:e on the = am (rocked at his beha: 
vic. | 


HEN our repaſt was ended. we walked down 
to the harbour, where we "Wang" a cutter that 


1 2ed 


+ RODERICK RANDOM. 37 
* agreed for his paſſage: In the mean time we ſauntered 
Jabout the town, to ſatisfy our curioſity, our conver- 


wverſation turning on the ſubject of my deſigns, which 
were not @s yet fixed : Neither can it be ſuppoſed, 
chat my mind was at caſe, wizen I found myſelf redu- ö 
ced almoſt to extreme poverty, in the midſt of foreign- F 
ers, among whom I had not one acquaintance to ad- 1 
"Þ ;viſe or befriend me.—My uncle was ſenſible of my 5 
oy forlorn condition, and preſſed me to accompany him . 
to England, where he did not doubt of finding ſome 17 
ort of proviſion for me: But beſides the other reaſons 1 
„ I had for avoiding that kingdom, I looked upon it, 0 
u at this time as the worſt country in the univerſe for a Ip 
he poor honeſt man to live in; and therefore determined 0 
o remain in France; couze que cute. — I was confirm 4 
+ ed in this reſolution, by a reverend prieſt, who paſſing 1 
; by at this time, and overhearing us ſpeak Engliſh, : 


accoſted us in the fame language, telling us he was 


our countryman, and wiſhing it might be in his power 
ito do us any ſervice: We thanked this grave perſon 
for his courtcous offer, and invited him to take a glaſs 
of wine with us, which he did not think proper to 
4" gefuſe, and we wat all together into a tavern of 
and is recommendins, After having drank to our 
healths in a bumper of good Burgundy, he began to 
enquire into our fiuation, and aſked particularly the 
place of our nativity, which we no ſooner named, 
(6 than he ſtarted up, and wringing our hands with great 
"AM fervour, ſhed a flood of tears, crying I came from 
. he ſame part of the country! perhaps you are my 
jy pwn relations.'—T was on my guard againſt his car- 
4 4s reſſes, which I ſuſpected very much when I remember= 
. * ed the adventure of the money-dropper ; but without 
P's ny appearance of diffidence, obſerved, that as he was 
bs kan in that part of the country, the mult certainly 
grow our families, which (howloever mean our pre- 
down ent appearance might be) were none of the moſt ob- 
r that eure and inconſiderable. Then I diſcovered our 
m_ ems, to which I found he was no ſtranger; he had 
Ae (on my grandtather perſonally; and netyithſtand- 
* Vor. II. | > os - m0 
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ing an abſence of near fifty years from Scotland, g. : 
counted ſo many particulars of the families in e! © 
neighhourhood, that my ſcruples were entirely remoz. + : 

ed, and I thought myſelf happy in his acquaintance, > ol 

In the courſe of our converſation, I diſcloſed ny 5 
condition without reſerve, and diſplayed my tales © 

to ſuch advantage, that the old father looked upon ne , 

with admiration, and aſſured me, that if I ſtayed h © 

France, and liſtened to reaſon, I could not fail 2 

making my fortune, to which he would contribute a = 

"i in his power. IN 5 5. 
Muy uncle began to be jealous of the prieſt's inſinu. * 


ation, and very abruptly declared, that if ever I .. 
ſhould renounce my religion, he would hreak off a. T 
connection and correſpondence with me; for it ws 
his opinion, that no honeſt man could ſwerve fran g. 
the principles in which he was bred, whether Turkiſh b 
_» Proteſtant or Roman. — The father affronted at tf 
declaration, with great vehemence, began a long di ,,, 
courſe, ſetting forth the danger of obſtinacy, an 
mutting's one's eyes againft the Iight : He ſaid, tht dh 
Ignorance would be no plea towards juſtification pet 
when we had opportunities of being better informedi 24. 
and that, if the minds of people had not been op d 
to conviction, the Chriſtian religion would not hai 0. 
been propagated in the world: and we ſhould now h 9, 
in a ſtate of Pagan darkneſs and barbarity : He en. opi 
deavoured to prove, by ſome texts of Scripture, a ati 
many quotations from the fathers, that the Pope wa ge 
the Succeflor of St. Peter, and vicar cf Jeſus Chrii WM A 
that the church of Rome was the true, holy, Catholick T 
church, and that the Proteſtant faith was an impiou 5 | 
hereſy, and damnable ſchiſm, by which many million ge 
of {ouls would ſuffer everlaſting perdition. — When I ,. | 
Had {inifiied his ſermon, which, I thought he pronoun 1 
ced with more zcal than diſcretion, he addreſſed him 2 . 
ſelf to my uncle, and defired to know his objection cin 
to what had been ſaid. The lieutenant, whoſe attenſ dee 
tian had been wholly engroſſed by his own ail» bet. 
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| 1 took the pipe out of his mouth, and replied, © Ag 
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. bor me, friend, d'ye ſee, I have no objection to what 
8” cou fay, it may be either true or falſe, for what I 


„ knows I meddle with no bedy's affairs but my own ; 
e. che gunner to his linſtock, and the ſteerſman to the 
WE. helm as the ſay ing is I truſt to no creed but the com- 
n pais, and do unto every man as I would be done by: 

Fo that I defy the pope, the devil, and the pretender; 
and hope to be ſaved as well as another.'—T his al- 
ol taciation of perſons gave great offence to the friar, 
Maho proteſted in a mighty paſſion, that if Mr. Bow- 

bug had not been his countryman, he would have 
mu. cauſed him to be impriſoned for his inſole ace.— I ven- 
1” tured to diſapprove of my uncle's raſhneſs, and ap- 
al peaſe the old gentleman, by afluring him there was 
no oſfence intended by my kinſman, who by this time, 
ron {nibble of his error, ſhook the injured party by the 
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Ai hand, and aſked pardon for the freedom he had taken. 
Fr Matters being amicably compriſed, he invited us to 
di. | | 


come and fee him in the afternoon at the convent to 
al which he belonged, and took his leave for the preſent ; 
chen my uncle recommended it ſtrongly to me to 

© perſevere in the religion of my forefathers, whatever 
advantages I might propoſe to myſelf, by a change, 
op which could not fail of diſgracing myſelf and diſho- 
F nouring my fanmiiy.—TI aflured him no conſideration 
mould induce me to forfeit his friendſhip and good 
opinion, on that ſcore z at which he diſcovered great 
Atisfaction, and put me in mind of dinner, which 
we immediately beſpoke, and when it was ready eat 
together. J)) Oe 
I imagined my acquaintance wich the Scottiſh Prieſt, 
is properly managed, might turn out to my advan- 
tage, and therefore reſolved to cult;vate it as much 
x I could. With this view we vitited him at his 
| gonvent, according to his invitation, where he treat- 
td us with wine and fweet-meats, and ſhewed us every 
ching that was remarkable in the monaſtery.—Haying 
deen thus entertained, we took our leave, though not 
alfa before I had promiſed to ſee him next day; and the 
too j 8 
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atten 
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time fixed for my uncle's embarking being come, ! 
accompanied him to the harbour, and faw him on 
board, — We parted not without tears, after we had 
embraced and wiſhed one another all manner of prof. 
perity; and he intreated me to write to him often, di- 
recting to lieutenant Thomas Bowling at the ſign of 
the union flag, near the Hermitage, London. 

I returned to the houſe in which we had met, 
where I paſſed the night in a very ſolitary manner, 
reflecting on the leverity of my fate, and endeavour. 
ing to project ſome likely ſcheme of life for the future; 
but my invention failed me, I ſaw nothing but inſur- 
mountable difficulties in my way, and was ready to 


deſpair at the miſerable proſpect! That I might not, 


however negle& any probable means, I got up in thy 
morning, and went directly to the father, whole ad- 


O 


vice and aſſiſtance I implored. He receited me very 


kindly, and gave me to underſtand, that there was 


one way of life in which a perſon of my talents could 


not fail of making a ficure, —I gueſſed his meaning, 
and told him once for all, I was fully determined 
againſt any alteration in point of religion, therefore 
if his propoſal regarded the church, he might ſave him- 
felf the trouble of explaining it. He ſhook his head 


and ſighed, faying, Ah! ſon, ſon, what a glorious proſ- 
pect is here ſpoiled by your ſtubborn prejudice! Sutter 
_ yourſelf to be perfuaded by reaſon, and conſult your 


temporal welfare, as well as the concerns of your 


eternal ſoul.—I can, by my intereſt, procure your ad- 


miſſion as a noviciate into this convent, where I will 
ſuperintend and direct you with a truly paternal al. 
fection.— Then he launched out into the praiſes cf 
a monaſtic life, which no noiſe diſturbs, no cares mo- 


leſt and no danger invades— Where the heart is wean- 
end from carnal attachments, the groſſer appetites ſuh- 
dued and chaſtiſed, and the foul wafted to the divine 
regions of philoſophy and truth, on the wings of 
ſtudious contemplation. —But his eloquence was lok 
upon me, whom two conſiderations enabled to with- 
| Band bis temptations ; namely, my promiſe to my ur- 


cle; 


e this head, he told me he wes more ſorry than offended 
at my non-compliance, and ill ready to employ his 
good offices in my bchali.—* The fame erroneons 
maxims (ſaid he) that obſtruct your promotion in 
the church, will infallibly prevent your advancement. 
in the army; but if you can brook the condition of a 
| ſervant, J am acquainted with fome people of rank at 
| Verſailles, to whom I can give you letters of recom- 
mendation, that you may be entertained by ſome one 
of them, in quality of Mitre d hotel; and I do not 
doubt that your qualifications will foon entitle you 
to a better proviſion. *—T embraced his offer with 
great eagerneſs 3 and he appointed me to come back 
a in the afternoon, when he would not only give me 
| the letters, but likewiſe introduce me to a capuchin 
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= | of his acquaintance, who intended te ſet out for Paris 
ore ! next morning, in whoſc company [ might travel, 
im- without being at the cxpencè of one livre during the 
dea whole journey. This piece of good news gave me 
"of. mfinite pleaſure; I acknowledged my obligations to 


Fog the benevolent father, in the moſt grateful expreſſi- 
; ons; and he performed his promiſe to a tittle, in de- 


_ livering the letters, and making me acquainted with 
. the capuchin, with whom I departed next moming by 
by” It was not long before 1 diſcovered, my fellow-tra- 
The teller to be a merry faceuous fellow, who notwith- 


ſtanding his profeſſion and appearance of mortificats- 
on, loved good cating and drinking better than his 
roſary, and paid more adoration to a pretty girl than to 
tie Virgin Mary or to St, Genevive.—He was a thick 
brawny young man, with red eye brows, a hook noſe, 
a face covered with freckles ; and his name was Frere _ 
Balthazar. His order did not permit him to wear 
men, ſo that having little occaſion to undreſs himſelf, 

e was none of the cleanlieſt animals in the World; 
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And his conſtitution was naturally fo Nong ſcented, 


e 2 I always thought it convenient to keep to the tis 


vin lward of him in our march. — As he was per fed. ne 
ly well known on the road, we fared fimptuouiis MW 91; 
without any coſt, and the fatigue of our journey was WM 1a] 
much alleviated - by the geod humour of my comna- as 


nion who ſung an infinite number of catches on tie ha. 
ſubjects of love and wine. — We took up our lodging for 
the firſt night at a peaſant's houſe not tar from Able vin 
Ville, Where we were entertained with an exceſſet did 
ragout, cooked by our landlord's daughters, one i my 
whom was very handſeme: After havin. eat heartiir, IM ſup 
and drank a ſufficient quantity of vin du Puis, we wer ans 
conducted to a barn, where we found a couple of cor- WW ex 
ets ſpread upon clean ftraw for our reception.ä— : equ 
per not lain in this ſituation above half an how, W the 
when we heard ſome body knock ſoftly at the door, up- t. 
on which Balthazar got up, and let in my hoſt's tw for 
daughters, who wanted to have ſome private convet-  nati 
ſation with him in the dark; when they had whiſper- of © 
ed together ſome time, the capuchin came to me, a2»! him 
aſked. if. J was inſenſible to love, or ſs hard- heartel Wextr 
as to refuſe a thare of my bed to a pretty maid, wi» Wd 
nad a fendreſſe for me—I muſt own to my han, Was | 
that I fuffered myſelf to be overcome by 18y paſſion wide 
and with great eagerneſs ſeized the occaſion, when 1; - 
underſtood that the amiable. Nanette was to be m thou 
ded-fellow.—In vain did my reaſon ſuggeſt the re- had 
pet I owed to my dear miſtreſs Narciſſa; the ider But 
of that lovely charmer, rather increaſed than allaye! chin 
the ferment of my ſpirits; and the young Paiſanm H pear 
nad no reafon to complain of my remembrance.— Hof li 
Farly in the morning, the kind creatures left us t 
our repoſe, whick laſted till eight o'clock, when ut 
got up, and were treated at breakfaſt with chocolate 
and 4 eau de wie by our paramours, of whom v* 
took a tender leave, after my companion had confeſſe 
and given them abſolution. While we proceeded on 
our Jcurney, the couverſation turned upon the night 
5 88 F adyentua 
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ndventure, being introduced by the capuchin, who 


J. ed me how I liked my lodging: I declared my ſa- 
» tisfaction, and talked in rapture of the agreeable Na- 
"| 


2. nette; at which he ſhook his head, and ſmiling, ſaid, 
is WW the was a ni cen pour la bonne bouche. I never 
2 | ralued myſelf (continued he) upon any thing fo much 
a. as the conqueſt of Nanette; and, vanity apart, I 
x MW have been pretty fortunate in my amours,*—This in- 
ns formation ſhocked me not a little, as I was well con- 
we vinced of his intimacy with her ſiſter ; and though T 
it did not care to tax him with downright inceſt, I profeſt 
ei my aftoniſhment at his laſt night's choice, when I 
ir, I ſuppoſed, the other was at his devotion. —To this he 
ce anſwered, that beſides his natural complaifance to the 
r- ſex, he had another reaſon to diſtribute his favours 
We W equally between them; namely, to preſerve peace in 
ws the family, which could not otherwiſe be maintained; 
up- that moreover Nanette had conceived an affection 
too for me, and he loved her too well to baulk her incli- 
ver- nation 3 more.eſpecially, when he had an opportunity 
per- W of obliging his friend at the ſame time.—I thanked 
an? W bim for this inſtance of his friendſhip, though I was 
1tcd Wextremely diſguſted at his want of delicacy, and cur- 
e {d the occaſion that threw me in his way—Libertine _ 
u, Was I was I could not bear to ſee a man behave ſo 
ion, ¶ wide of the character he aſſumed : I looked upon him 
en 1 Was a perſon of very little worth and honeſty, and 
: 17 Wſhould have kept a wary eye upon my pocket, if I 
re bad thought he could have any temptation to ſteal.— 
ide: But I could not conceive the uſe of money to a capu- 
aye: chin who is obliged, by the rules of his order, to ap- 
anne Wpear like a beggar, and enjoys all other neceſſaries 
e.—Wot life gratis; beſide my fellow-traveller ſeemed to 
15 be of a complexion too careleſs and ſanguine to give 
n yigg me any apprehenſion on that ſcore ; ſo that I proceed- 
oat Wed with great confidence, in expectation of being ſooa 
n "Fiat my journey's end, _ „ | 
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We hdge at a houſe near Amiens, aohere J am robbed 


by the capuchin, who eſcapes while I am aſlee— 
go to Moons in ſearch of him, but without ſucceſs 
I make my condition known to jeveral g eople, but 
find no relief —f grow deſperate—join & company 
_ of ſoldiers —inlifl in the regiment of ' Ficardy—aue 
are Ordered into Germany] find the fatigues of 
Ehe march almoft intoler able quarrel with my com- 
rade in à diſpute upon foliticks—hs challenges me 
ro the field, wounds and aiſarms me. 1 


＋ H E third night of our pilgrimage, we paſſed at 


a houſe near Amiens, where, Balthazar being 


unknown, we ſupped upon indifferent fare, and ſour 
wine, and were fain to lie in a garret upon an old 


mattreſs, which, I believe had been in the poſſeſſion 


of ten thouſind myriads of fleas, time out of mind, 
We did not invade their territory with impunity ; 
in leſs than a minute we were attacked with ſtings in- 


numerable, in fpite of which, however, I fell fat 
aſleep, being exceſſively fatigued with our day's march, 
and did not wake till nine next morning, when ſceing, 
myſelf alone, I ſtarted up in a terrivie fright, and 
examining my pockets, found my prefaging far too 
true! My companion had made free with my calf, 
and left me to ſtex my way to Paris by myſelf | 
ran down ſtairs immediately; and with a look tf! 
of grief and amazement, enquired for the mendicza!, 


who, they gave me to underſtand, had fet out four 


Hours before, after having told them I was a little 
indiſpoſed, and deſired I might not be diſturbed, but 
be informed when I ſhould wake, he had taken the 
road to Noyons where he would wait for my coming, 


at the Coq D'Or.—I ſpoke not a word, but with 3 


heavy heart, directed my courſe to that place, at 
whe L arrived in the afternoon, fainting with weart- 
ntfs and hunger ; but learned, to my utter — 
5 . N | alt that 
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for me that 1 had a good deal of reſentment in my 
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againſt the villainy of mankind, and enabled me to 
bear misfortunes otherwiſe intolerable. —Boiling with 
indignation, I diſcovered to the hoſt my deplorable 


5 N his ſhoulders, and with a peculiar grimace on his 
f EY ® countenance, ſaid, he was ſorry for my misfortune 


but there was no remedy like patience. —At that in- 


£ tant ſome gueſts arrived, to whom he haſtened to 
© offer his ſervice, leaving me mortified at his indiffe- 


|) rence, and fully perſuaded that an inn-keeper is the 


» fame ſordid animal all over the world. While I ſtood 


me, and the old pr ielt ho recommended him to my 


arrived at the inn. I thought I perceived a good deal 


of ſweetnels and good- nature in his countenance; 

& therefore he had no ſooner alighted than 1 accoſted 
h, him, and in a few words explained my fituation : He 
7, J likened with great politeneſs, and when I bad made 
id Wan end of my ftory, faid, Well, monſieur, what 


vo would you have me do:? I was fo Fectually abaſhed 
+, Pat this interrogation, which I believed no man of 
common ſenſe or generoſity could make, and made 


no other reply than a low bow: He returned the com- 


af, pliment ſtill lower, and tript into an apartment, while 


ur the landlord let me know, that my ſtanding there to 


te interrupt company gave offeace, and might do him 
uit infnite prejudice, —He had no occaſion to repeat his 


he infnuation; I moved from the place immediately ; 


1, and was fo. much tranſported with grief, anger, and 
| 3 Wiidain, that a torrent of blood guſhed from my nol- 
at MWiis.—In this extaſy, I quitted Noyons, and bet ook 

i- Nnyſelf to the fi- ids, where I wandered about like one 


piltrabted, till my ipirits were quite exhauſted, and 1 


that no ſuch perſon had been there It was happy | 


conſtitution, which animated me on ſuch occaſions, 


; 
. condition, and! Inv eighed with great bitterneſs againſt 7 
we treachery of Balthazar ; at which he ſarugged up 


in the porch, forlorn and undetermined, venting eja- 
© culations of curſes againſt the thief who had robbed | 


Wifriendſbip ; 5 a young gentleman richly dreſſed, attend- 
ed by a valet de (Henk e and two ſervants in livery, 


5 was. 
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1 THE ADVENTURES OFT 
Was obliged to throw myſelf down at the root of x 

tree, to reſt my wearied limbs. — Here my rage for. 
ſook me, I began to feel the importunate cravings f 
nature, and relapſed into filent ſorrow and melancho the 
reflection. I revolved all the crimes J had bin me 
guilty of, and found them fo few and venial, that I wa 
could not comprehend the juſtice of that Providence, 1 7 5 


which after having expoſed me to ſo much wretcied. of 
neſs and danger, left me a prey to famine at lat pli 
in a foreign country, where I had not one friend c me 


acquaintance to cloſe my eyes, and do the laſt offics lo 
of humanity to my miſerable carcaſe. A thoufand in 
times I withed myſelf a bear, that I might rettet de 
to woods and deſerts, far from the inhoſpitable havnis m 


of man, where I could live by my own talons, . en 
dependent of treacherous friends, aud ſuperciliou MW ed 
Corn. es 1 - ch 


As I lay in this manner, groaning over my hapleß f m 
fate, I heard the found of a violin, and raiſing my c. 
head, perceived a company of men and women dapc- 
ing on the graſs at ſome diſtance from me.—lI lookei 
upon this to be a favourable ſeaſon for diſtreſs to at- 
tract compaſiton, when every ſelfiſh thought is baniſh 
£d, and the heart dilated with mirth and ſocial joy; 
wherefore I got up and approached thoſe people, 
whom I ſoon diſcovered to be a party of ſoldiers, with 
their wives and children, unbending and diverting WW | 
themſelves at this rate, after the fatigue of a march. n 
—T had never before (zen ſuch a parcel of feare-crom p 
together, neither could I reconcile their meagre gaunt 
looks, their ſqualid and ragged attire, and every other i 
external ſymptom of extreme woe, with this appear- W f 
ance of feſtivity.--I ſaluted them however, and was Wn 
received with great politeſſe ; after which they formed d 
a ring and danced round me.—This jolity had a won. o 
derful effect upon my ſpirits ! I was infected with tu o 
gaiety, and in ſpite of my diſmal ſituation forgot me 
cares, and joined in their extravagance.— When a: a 
| had recreated ourſelves a good while at this diverfo We p 
„F b 5 7905 5 7 5 e 1 
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$ | the ladies ſpread their mantuas on the ground, up- 4 
ff on which they emptied their knapſacks of ſome onions, al 
fo. coarſe bread, and a few flaſks of poor wine: Being a 
ef invited to 8 ſhare of the banquet, I fat down with 4 
bor the reſt, and in the whole courſe of my life never A 
ber made a more comfortable meal,—When our repat MK 
at 1 5 was ended, we got up again to dance; and now that . 
nee, 5 1 found myſelf refreſhed, I behaved to the admiration Fl 
ned. of every body: : I was loaded with a thouſand com- 5 
10 3 ene and profeſſions of fr iendſhip; ; the men com- * 
dee mended my perſon and agility, and the women were | 1 
Hen loud in the praiſe of my bcnne grace; the ſerjeant BH 
fand in particular, expreſſed fo much regard for me, and "4 
re W deſcribed the agreeablenels of a ſoldier's life, with ſo 1 
ums much art, that I began to liften to his propoſal of if 
1 enliffing me in the ſervice ; and the more I conſider- 1 
10u3 I ed my own condition, the more I was convinced of 1 

the neceſſity I was under to come to a ſpeedy deter- 
etz mination.— Having therefore maturely weighed the 
znr circumſtances fro and con, I ſignified my ; conſent, 
nc. and was admitted into the regiment of Picardy, ſaid 


*e! to be the oldeſt corps in E Zurape. — The company to 
at. WW which this command belonged,” was quartered at a 
it. | village not far off, whither we marched next day, and 
0: I was preſented to my captain, who ſeemed very well 
ple, | pleaſed with my appearance, gave me a crown to 
with W. drink, and ordered me to be accommodated with 
und cloaths; arms and accoutrements.— Whereupon I fold 
rel , my livery ſuit, purchaſed linnen, and as I was at great 
on WF pains to learn the excerciſe, in a very thort tume be- 
unt came a compleat ſoldier. 5 
ther It was not long before we received orders to join 
. {evcral more regiments, and march with all expedition 
was into Germany, in order to relieve Mareſchal Duc 
ned de Noailles, who was then encamped with his army 
* on the ſide of the river Main, to watch the motions 
1" of the Engliſh, Auſtrians, and Heſſians, under the 
command of the earl of Stair, We began our march 
| accordingly, and then I became acquainted with that 
05, flak of a , 8 life to which 1 00 been a ſtranger 
| | Rüther to, | 
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alacrity under which I was ready to ſink. 
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hitherto.—It is impoſſible to deſcribe the hunger and 
thirſt I ſuſtained, and the fatigue T underwent in a 
march of H many hundred miles; during which J 
was ſo RS Sas with the heat and motion of my 
limbs, that in a very ſhort time the inſide of my thighs 
and legs were deprived of ſkin, and I proceeded in 
in the utmoſ} torture. — This misfortune I owed to 
the plumpneſs of my conſtitution, which I curted, 
and envied the withered conditions of my comrades, 
whoſe bodies could not ſpare juice enough to ſupply 
a. common iſſue, and were indeed proof agaiuit all 
manner of friction. The continual pain I felt made 
me fretful, and my peeviſhneſs was encreaſed by the 
mortification of my pride in ſeeing theſe miſerable 
wretches, whom a hard gale of wind would have ſcat- 
tered through the air like chaff, bear thoſe toils with 


One day while we enjoyed a halt, and the ſoldiers 
with their wives had gone out to dance, :.ccording to 
cuſtom, my comrade ſtaid at home with me on pre- 
tence of friendſhip, and inſulted me with his pity 


and conſolation ! He told me, though I was yours 


and tender at preſent, I would ſoon be ſeaſoned to 
the ſervice ; and he did not doubt but I ſhould hays 
the honour to contribute in ſo:n- meaſure to the glory 
of the king, —* Have courage, therefore, my child, 
(ſaid he) and pray to the good God, that you may be 
as happy as J am, who have had the honour of ſerving 


2 


Lewis the Great, and of receiving many wounds in 


helping to eſtabliſn his glory. — When I locked up. 


on the contemptible object that pronounced theſe 


words, I was amazed at the infatuation that poſſe {ld 


him; and could not help expreſing my aſtoniſhment 
at the abſurdity of a rational being, who thinks him- 
ſelf highly honoured in being permitted to encounter 
_ abje&t poverty, oppreſſion, famine, diſeaſe, mutilati- 


on, and evident death, merely to gratify; the vicious am- 


bition of a prince, by whom his ſufferings were diſte- 


garded, and his name utterly unknown. I obſerved, 


that if his ſituation was the conſequence of compul- 


Di he had taken up arms in defence of bis injuree 


3 condition on the foot of conduciug to the glory of his 
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ben, as having been preſſed into the ſervice, I would 
raiſe his Patience and fortitude in bearing his og 


country, he was to be applauded for his patriotiſm z 
—or if he had fled to this way of life as a refuge 
from a greater evil, he was juſtifiable to his own con- 
ſcience (though I could have ny notion of miſery 
more extrene than what he ſuffered ; ) but to put his 


prince, was no more than proleſüing himſelf a deſpe- 
rate ſlave, who voluntarily underwent the utmoſt. 
wretchedneſs and peril, and committed the moit fla- 
grant crimes, to footh the barbarous pride of a fellow- 
creature, his ſuperior in nothing but the power he 
derived from the ſubmiſſion of ſuch wretches 15 he 

The ſoldier was very much affronted at the liberty 1 
took with his king, which, he ſaid, nothing but my 
ignoranck could excuſe : He affirmed, that the cha- 
racers of princes were facred, and ought not to be 
prolancd by the cenſure of the! ſubjects, who are 
bound by their allegiance to obey their comm: ands, 
of what nature ſocyer, without ſcruple or repining. 
And adviſed me to corrc&t the rebellious principles 
I had imbibed among the Engliſh, who, for their 
infolence to their kings, were notorious all Over the 
world, even to a proverb: | 
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In vindication of my countrymen, I repitted all 
the arguments commonly uſed to prove that every 
man has a natural right to liberty; that allegiance 
and protection are reciprocal ; that when the mutual 
ties are broken Dy the tyranny of the king, he is ac- 
countable to the people for his breach of contract, 
and ſubject to the penalty of the law; and that thoſe 
inſurrections of the Engliſh, which are branded with 
the name of rebellion, by the ſlaves of arbitrary pow- 
er, were no other than glorious efforts to reſcue that 

| Inflepend> | - 


— 8 bY - I x1 
n {6142 
5s s * — — 
nr * 
i Lake * . 
YN Ie 
* * 


” 2; WR — 

— 2 —_— = 

=» Fro zo LEG 
we. 50 3 
— W=- 5 


* 
2 


— 


, 
U 


i oi 
03 £ 


\ 
& þ 
AST 
117 
7 : 
4 4 
1 i 
«IH 
ll t 
6 | 
it 7-0 
"1 1 
i} 1 
it 
} f 
i | 
[ ; 
— 1 
' N 
j * 
ki | 
rt. 
me! 
n 
i! . 
i : 
? . 
7 | 
0 
it 118 
1 1 
. . 
4 | ; 
I 
' 1 
: 
it 3 
it : 
Aa ” 
LS | 
N Z 
f t 
o 1 
LT S 
il 
i 
| 1 
4 $ 
14 
it ö 
IT 
41 '4 
? 19 
N 
11” 7H 
. 
| 
' {4 
Ml 7 
i 
[i $4 
— 1188 
. 1 
TH 
IF 
TH 
| £ 
I - 
k : 
, F 
. 
! 4 
1 . 
. 7 
i} F 
1 
f n 
i? * 
1 
li " 
f Fl 
. x 
1 1 
4 
. 1 
f : 
> 1 
7 + 
* } 
i 
Th 
* 5 1 
) L . 
+$1h 
| . 
} 2 
— 
544 
$3 ö 
F 
. 
ball 


—— IG — 2 —— 
* 


— — 
— 


3% THE ADVENTURES OF 


independence, which was their birthright, from the 
ravenous claws of uſurping ambition. — The French- 
man provoked at the little deference I paid to the 


| kingly name, loſt all patience, and reproached me 


in ſuch a manner, that my temper forſook me, and I 


_ clinched my fiſt, with an intention to give him an 


hearty box on the ear, —Perceiving my deſign, he ſtart- 
ed back, and demanded a parly ; upon which I check- 
ed my indignation, and he gave me to underftand, 
tat a Frenchman never forgave a blow; therefore 


if J was not weary of my life, I would do well to 


ſpare him that mortification, and do him the honour 


of meaſuring his ſword with mine, like a gentleman. 
Il took his advice, and followed him to a field hard 


by, where indeed I was aſhamed at the pitiful figure 
of my antagoniſt, who was a poor, little, ſhivering 
creature, decrepid with age and blind of one eye.— 


But I ſoon found the folly of judging from appear- 


ance ; being at the ſecond paſs wounded in the {word 
hand, and immediately diſarmed with ſuch a jerk, 
that I, thought the joint was .diflocated. —I was no 


Jeſs confounded than enraged at this event, eſpecially as 
my adverſary did not bear his fucceſs with all the mo- 


deration that might have been expected; for he inſiſt- 


ed upon my aſking pardon for my preſumption in af- 


fronting his king and him.—This I would by no 


means comply with, but told him, it was a mean 


condeſcenſion, which no gentleman in his circumſtances 
ought to propole, and none in my ſituation perform ; 
—and if he perſiſted in his ungenerous demand, I 
would in my turn claim ſatisfaction with my muliket, 


at which weapon we ſhould be more upon a par, than 


with the ſword, of which he ſee med ſo much maſter, 


CHAP, 


I The gaſcon does not uſe his viflory with all ihe mode- 


amp of Mareſchal Noailles, the night before the bat- 
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ration that might hade been expected In order to 
be revenged ] learn the ſcience of defence Me join 
Mareſchal Duc de Noailles—are engaged with the 
allies at Dettingen, and put to fight—the behawiour 
of the French ſoldiers on that occafim—T induftriouſly 
ſee another combat with the ld gaſcon, and van- 
quiſh him in my turn our regiment is put into Vin- 
ter quarters at Kheims, where I find my friend Strap 
Sur recognition be ſupplies me with money, and 
procures my diſcharge—ave take a trip to Paris; 
From whence awe ſet out for London by the way of 

Flanders, where ave ſafely arrive. ae ts 


E was diſconcerted at this declaration, to which 
he made no reply, but repaired to the dancers, 
among whom he recounted his victory with many ex- 
aggerations and gaiconades ; while I, taking up my 
ſword, went to my quarters and examined my wound, 
which J found was of no conſequence. — The ſame _ 
day an Iriſh drummer, having heard my misfortune, 
viſited me, and after having condoled with me on the 
chance of war, gave me to underſtand, that he was 
maſter of the {word, and would in a very ſhort time 
inſtruct me ſo thoroughly in that noble ſcience, that 
I ſhould be able to chaſtiſe the old gaſcon for his inſo- 
lent boaſting at my expence.— This friendly office he 
proffered on pretence of the regard he had for his 
countrymen 3 but I afterwards learned the true mo- 
tive was no other than a jealouſy he entertained, of a 
correſpondence between the Frenchman and his wife, 
which he did not think proper to reſent in perſon— 
Be this as it will, I accepted his offer, and practiſed 
his leſſons with ſuch application, that I ſoon believed 
myſelf a match for my conqueror,—In the mean 
tine we, continued our march, and arrived at the 


tle 
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tle of Dettingen. Notwithſtanding the fatigue we had 
undergone, our regiment was one of thoſe that were or- 


dered next day to croſs the river under the command of 
the Duc de Gramont to take poſſeilion of a narrow de- 
file, through which the allies mult of neceſſity have paſ- 
ſed at a great diſadvantage, or remain where they were, 
and periſh for want of proviſion, if they would not 


condeſcend to ſurrender at diſcretion.— How they ſuf. 


fered themſelves to be pent up in this manner, it is 
not my province to relate; 1 ſhall only obſerve, that 
wien we had taken poſſeſſion of our ground, I heard 
an old officer in converſation with another, profeſs a 
ſurprize at the conduct of lord Stair, who had the re- 
putation of a good general. —But it ſeems, at this 
time that nobleman was over- rule d, and only acted 


in an inferior character; ſo that no part of the blame. 


could be imputed to him, who declared his diſappro- 
bation of the ſtep, „in conſe quence of which the whole 
army was in the utmoſt danger; but Providence or 
deſtiny acted miracles i in their behalf, by diſpoſing the 
Duc de Gramont to quit his advantageous polt, paſs 
the defile and attack the Engliſh, x of were drawn 


up in order of battle on the plain, and who handled 
us ſo rov zhly, that after having loſt a great number 


ef men, we turned our backs Without ceremony, and 
fled with ſuch precipitation, that many hundreds pe- 
riſhed in the river, thro' fear and confuſion ; for the 


enemy was ſo generous, they did not purſue us one inch 


of ground ; and if our conſternation would have per- 
mitted, we night | nave retreated with great order and 


deliber tn. nt notwithſtanding the royal clemency 


of the king of Great Britain, who headed the allies 
in perſon, and no doubt, put a ſtop to the carnage, 
our loſs amounted to 5000 men, among whom were 
many officers of diſtinction. Our miſcarriage opened 
a paſſage for the foe to Hanau, whither they imme 


diately marched, leaving their ſick and wounded to th: 


care of the French, who next day took poſſeſſion. of 


the field of battle, buried the dead, and treated che 
| king, with i —This i la 4 great conſolation 10. 
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E Bs, who thence took occaſion to claim the victory; 


they ittered on the ſobject of their generoſity and 
courage: Eyery man, (by his ewn account) performed 


leifure from his cowardly purſuers, who kept at a 
Vary liſtance, and gal] him with their darts. —Ano- 


4 
1bdher IKened himielf to a bear that retreats with his 
| © face to the enemy, who dare not aſſail him; and a 


third aſſumed the charafter of a deſperate ſtag, 
f that tarns upon the hounds ard keeps them at bay. 
1 . r hee was not a private ſoldier engaged, wio had 


; not by the proweſs of his ſingle arm, "demolithed a 
whole platoon, or put a ſquadron of horſe to flight; 
and aboye others, the meagre gaſcon extolled his” ex- 
Joits Hove thoſe of Hercules or Charlemagne.—As 
1 fill Etained my reſentment for the diſgrace I ſuffer- 


ed in ny laſt rencontre with him, and now that I 


| decried the puſillanimity of the French in "the ſame 
tile, conparing them to hares flying before grey = 
: hounds, or mice purſued by cats; and paſſed an iro- 
nical conpliment on the ſpced he exerted in his flight, 


ſurprizing. Se was ſtung to the quick by this far- 


me know myſelf better, and remember the correction I 


might not ulways be in the humonr of ſparing a wretch 
who abuſel his goodneſs. To this innuendo I made 
no reply bit by a kick. on the breech, which over- 


tul agl! ty, and drawing his &yard, attacked me with 
great fury: Several people interpoſed, but when he 
informed them of its being an affair of honour, they 

| | | retired, 


WO RODERICK RANDOM, 


and the genius of the French nation never appeared 
ere conſpicuous than now, in the rhodomontades _ 


© feats hat would have jhamed all the heroes of anti- 
2 quity.—Ove compared him{c}f to a hon retiring at 


thought myſelf qualified, I longed for an opportunity 
5 to retriche my honour; I magnified the valour of the 
Unglich with all the hyperboles I could 1 imagine, and 


witch cohſidering his age and infirmities, I ſaid was 
caſm, and, with an air of threatening diſdain, bid 


had alre each received from him for my inſolence; for he 


turned him in an inſtant. He ſtarted up with wonder- 
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\ retired, and left us to decide the battle by ourſelyes, 
I ſuſtained his onſet with little damage, having. only 


ing his breath and vigour almoſt exhauſted, aflaulte| 
him in my turn, cloſed with him, and wiettad the 
{word out of his hand in the ſtruggle, —Having thus 
acquired the victory, I deſired him to beg his life; 
to which he made no anſwer, but ſhrugged up his 
ſhoulders to his ears, expanded his hands, elevated 
the ſkin of his forehead and eye-brows, and depreſſed 
the corner of his mouth, in ſuch a manner, that 1 
could ſcarce refrain from laughing aloud at his gro- 
teſque appearance.— That I might, however, mortify 
his vanity, which had triumphed without bouncs over 


| ſomething (it was not a tanſy) that lay ſiwaking 
on the plain, and joined the reſt of the ſoldia's with 
an air of tranquillity and indifference. _ 

There was nothing more of moment attempted by 
either of the armies during the remaining part of the 
campaign, which being ended, the Englith narched 
back to the Netherlands ; part of our army was de- 
tached to French Flanders, and our regiment ordered 
to winter-quarters in Champaigne.—lt \ was the fate of 
the grenadier company, to which I now belonged, to 
lie at Rheims, where J found myſelf in the utmoſt 
want of every thing. My pay, which amounted to 
five ſols a day, far from ſupplying me with receffaries, 
was ſcarce ſufficient to procure a wretched ſibſiſtence, 
to keep foul and body together; 
hunger and hard duty, brought down to the meagre 


from three tolerable ſhirts, to two pair of fleeves and 


to ſpatterdaſhes ; and after all, I was better provided 


than any other man in the regiment. In this urgency 
of my affairs, I wrote to my uncle in Englaid, tho* my 
| hopes from that quarter were not at all ſangvine, for 
bi the reaſons I have already explained, and n "the mcan 
= time had recourſe to my old — patieice, conſol- 


ing 


received a ſmall ſcratch on my right ſhoulder, and ſec. 


my misfortune, I thrutt his ſword up to the hilt in - 


ſo that I was, by 
condition of my fellow- ſoldiers, and my ling reduced 


necks, the bodies having been long ago corverted in- 
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13 myſelf with the flattering ſuggeſtions of a live- 
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2 


Jy imagination, that never abandoned me m my 


Fliſtreſs. 


One day while I ſtood centinel at the gate of a ge- 
peral officer, a certain nobleman came to the door, 
followed by a gentleman in mourning, to whom at 
partipg I heard him ſay, * You may depend upon m 
. offces. This aſſurance was anſwered by a low 


bow of the perſon in black, who turning to go away, 


"diſcovered to me the individual countenance of my old 


F 9 


friend and adherent Strap was fo much aſtoniſned 
at the ſight, that I loſt the power of utterance, and 
before 1 could recolle& myſelf, he was gone, without 
taking any notice of me.—Indeed had he ſtaid, 1 
F ſcarce could have ventured to accoſt him; becauſe, 
though I was perfectly well acquainted with the fea- _ 
| tures of his face, I could not be poſitively certain as 
to the reſt of his perſon, which was very much altered 
for the better, ſince he left me at London; neither 
could I conjecture by what means he was enabled to 
appear in the ſphere of a gentleman, to which, white 
I knew him he had not even the ambition to aſpire, 
'—But I was too much concerned in the affair to 
neglect farther information, and therefore took the 
firſt opportunity of aſking the porter if he knew the _ 
gentleman to whom the Marquis ſpoke. The Swils 
told me, tis name was Monſieur d'Eftrapes, that he 
had been valet de chambre to an Engliſh gentleman 
lately deceaſed, and that he was very much regarded 
by the Marquis for his fidelity to his maſter between 
whom and that nobleman a very intimate friendſhip 
had ſubſiſted.— Nothing could be more agreeable to 
me than this piece of intelligence, which baniſhed all 
doubt of its being my friend, who had found means 
| to frenchify his name as well as his behaviour, ſince 
ve parted, As ſoon therefore, as I was relieved, I 1 
vent to his lodging, according to a direction given me 
| by the Swiſs, and had the good fortune to find him 


| at home. That I might ſurprize him the more, I 
| voncealed my name and bulineſs, and only detired the 
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which redoubled, when I told him (in French) 


d' Eſtrapes, to which he anſwered with a fioltering 


| Frenchman ?* (faid I)—* I have not the honour of 


———— —. —— — T 
— ONSET — . —— — 


infinite veneration for the country. —I then deſired he 
would do me the honour to look at me, witch he no 


| back and cried in Enylifh, O Jeſus !—ſwe it can't! 


upon me in a traaſport of joy, hung about my neck, kil- 
ſed me from ear to ear, and blubbered like a great ſchool- 


— — —— — ̃ —— —— — . 
— 5 — 8 — FREIE - 


1\rvant of the houſe, to te Monſieur d'F rapes, tt vaint 
F begged the hononr of half an hour's converfat 
with him. He was confounded and diſmapyed at thi 
meſſage, when he underſtood it was ſent by a ſoldia, 

tho 11 he was conſcious to himſelf of no crime; al 
that ke had heard of the Baſtiie appeared to his imavi. 
nation, with a-gravated horror, and it was not befor 

1 had waited a conſiderable time that he had refolvtion 
enough to bid the ſervant ſhew me up ſtairs.— When 
I entered his chamber „he returned my bow with great 
civility, and endeavoured with forced complaiſance, 
to diſguiſe his fear, which appeared in the paleneß 
of his face, the wildneſs of his leoks, and the ſhak- 
ing of his limbs. I was diverted at his conflamatior, 
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had buſineſs for his private ear, and demandal a pat. 
ticular audience,-—T he valet being withdraws, I aſk- 
ed him in the ſame language, if his name wu 


tongue, The ſame at your ſervice.—“ Are you a 


being a Frenchman born (replied he) but 1 have au 


ſooner did, than ſtruck with my appearance, he ſtarted 


No, *tis impofhble '—I ſmiled at his inter jections, 
faying, © I ſuppoſe you are too much of a gentleman 
To own your friend in adverſity. When he heard me 
pronounce theſe words in our own language, he leaped 


O 


boy, who had been whipt.—Then obſerving my dreſs, 
ke ſet up his throat, crying, © O Li O L---d! 
that ever J ſhould live to ſee my deareſt friend re- Mic: 
duced to the condition of a foot foldier in the French A 
fervice! Why did you conſent to my leaving yon?“ 
But I know the reaſon—you thought you had got bri 
more creditable friends, and grew aſhamed of my ac- Wt: 

| - you atanct. vs 
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1+ Whaziatance.—Ah ! Lord help us! though I was a 
W'tcie ſhort-fighted, I was not altogether bind z And 


Bough I did not complain, I was not the lets ſenſible 


pf your unkindneſs, which was indeed the oniy thing 
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at induced me to ramble abroad, the Lord knows 
vi. Phither z—but I muſt own that 'twas a lucky rambls 
ors or me, and ſo J forgive you, and may God forgive 


ion ou: —0 L—d! O Lis it come to this ? 1 was 
hen Npettled at the charge, which though juſt, could not 


> Werounded, he might have choſen a more conve- 
1k. oent opportunity of introducing them: And that 
or, Je queſtion now was, whether or no he found 


[ Wimſelf diſpoſed to lend me any aftiftance.—* Diſpoſed ! 
1. Wireplied he with great emotion) I thought von had 


known me ſo well, as to aſſure yourſelf, without afk- 
Ling, that I and all that belongs to me are at your 


2 re, and I will tell you ſomething that, perhaps, will 


of not be diſpleaſing unto you. — Then wringing my... 
au hend, he faid, it makes my heart bleed to ſce you in 


be that garb !'—I thanked him for his invitation, which, 


no I obſerved could not be unwelcome, to a perſon h 
« had not eaten a comfortable meal theſe ſeven months; 
t! Hout J bad another requeſt to make, which I begged he 


„, vould grant before dinner, and that was the loan of 
an Wa ſhirt. For altho' my back had been many «ceks. a 
ne ttranger to any comfort of this kind, my ſkin was 
«4 not yet quite familiariſed to tlie want of it.— He ſtar- 
ed in my iace, with a woetul countenance, at this de- 
|- dlaration, which he could ſcarce believe until I ex- 


„ pleined it, by unbuttoning my coat, and diſcloſing my 
raked body, a circumftance that ſhocked the tender- 
-. {Wicerted Strap, who, with tears in his eyes, ran to 


kh {Wa cheſt of drawers, and taking out {ome linen, pre- 
? Winted to me a very fine ruffled holland fhurt, and cam- 
* 


| brick neck-cloth, aſſuring me, he had three dozen of 
- Wii ſame kind at my ſervice.—I was raviſhed at this 
„piece of gocd news, and having accommodated my 
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a belp thinking unſeaſonable, and told him with ſema 
ce, Nartneſs, that whether his ſuſpicions were well or ill! 


command.— In the mean time, you ſhall dine, with 
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ſtance of my fortune ſince his departure from London, 


and he fell into a conſumption; that by the advic! 
of phyficians he went to Montpelier for the beneft 


where he had not continued above a month, whe! 
Mas ſeized with a looſeneſs, that carried him off 
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ſelf in a moment, hugged my benefactor for his g. ten 


nerous offer, ſaying, I was overjoyed to find him u. him 


debauched by proſperity, which ſeldom fails of cr. bap 


rupting the heart. —He beſpoke for dinner, ſome ſoy his 
and bouille, a couple of pullets roaſted, and a d ver. 
of aſparagus, and in the interim entertained me wit and 
biſcuit and burgundy ; after which he entreated met bat 
gratify his longing deſire of knowing every circum al 


* 


This I complied with, beginning at the adventur the 


of Gawkey, and relating every particular even ſolt 


in which I had been concerned from that day to th Z lee 
preſent hour. During the recital, my friend wal M. 
{trongly affected, according to the various fituationW of 


deſcribed: He ſtarted with ſurprize, glowed with in. e 
dignation. gaped with curioſity, ſmiled with pleafure ff ot 
trembled with fear, and wept with ſorrow, as the viciſl lol 
tudesof my life inſpired theſe different paſſions; and wh ©" 


my ſtory was ended, ſignified his amazement on the | for 


; whole, by lifting up his eyes and hands, and protef: i th: 
ing, that though I was a young man I had ſutkrelſy a 


more than all the bleſſed martyrs. _ ll 
After dinner, I defired, in my turn to know tl: he 


particulars of his peregrination, and he ſatisfied ne de 


min a few words, by giving me to underſtand that e thi 
had lived a year at Paris with his maſter, who, u 8 
that time, having acquired the language, as well up le 


the faſhionable exerciſes, to perfection, made the tour N (pt 


of France and Holland, during which excurfion, H e 


was ſo unfortunate as to meet with three of his o th 
countrymen on their travels, in whoſe company tt 
committed ſuch exceſſes, that his conſtitution failed, 


of good air, and recovered fo well in ſix weeks, th! 
he returned to Rheims, ſeemingly in good healtl 


i! ti 


Z him, and eſpecially of Strap, who had been very 


*. Z happy in his ſervice, and given ſuch ſatisfaction, that 
el his maſter on his death- bed, recommended him to ſe- 
nm & vera] perſons of diſtinction for his diligence, ſobriety, 

win! and affection, and left him by will, his wearing ap- 
en. parel, gold watch, ſword, rings, ready money, and 


J all the moveables he had m France, to the value of 
three hundred pounds, * which I now (faid he) in 


ſeech you, and God give you joy of the poſſeſſion.— 
My brain was almoſt turned with this ſudden change 
of fortune, which I could ſcarce believe real; how- 


Ah. erer, I poſitively retuſed this extravagant proffer 
fur of my friend, and put him in mind of my being 2 
ei, foldier at which he ſtarted, crying, Odſo! that's 
when true — We muſt procure your diſcharge—- I have 
tes ſome intereſt with a nobleman who 1s able to do me 
that favour.'—We conſulted about this affair, and it 
feel! was determined, that Monſieur d'Eſtrapes, ſhould 
IM wait upon the marquis in the morning, and tell him 
„e he had by accident found his brother, whom he had 


ne not ſeen for many years before, a private ſoldier in 


at he the regiment of Picardy, and implore that nobleman's 
o, nl tereſt for his diſcharge-—In the mean time, we en- 


11 x joyed ourſelves over a bottle of good Burgandy, and 


1, h conduct, in caſe I ſhould be fo lucky as to get rid of 
ound the ary. —The buſineſs was to make ourſelves eaſy 


bor life, by means of his legacy, a taſk very difficult, 
and, in the uſual methods of laying out money, al- 

die: together impracticable; fo that after much canvaſſing, _ 

we could come yp no refolution that night, but when 


en 

tu we parted recommended the matter to the ſerious at- 
5 tention of each other. As for my own part, I puz- 
kel ꝛled my imagination to no purpoſe ; when I thought 


of turning merchant, the ſmallneſs of our ſtock, and 


ﬀ 1 
i; 
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ten days, to the unſpeakable forrow of all who knew | 


the fight of God, and man, ſurrender to your ab- 
E folute diſpoſal : Here are my keys, take them, I be- 


| ſpent the evening in concerting ſchemes for our future 


til of ſeas, enemies, and markets, deterred me om 0 
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that ſcheme.— If I fhonld ſettle as a ſurgeon in my 
own country, I would find the buſineſs already over- 


locked or if I preteacied to ſet up in England, muf 


laber under want of friends, powerful oppoſition 


ehit: 50 unſurmountable to the moſt ming merit; 
neither would I ſuccced in my endeavours to riſe 2 
the ſtate, inaſmuch as I could neither flatter nor pimp 


for courtiers, nor profutuic my pen in defence of a 


wicked and contemptible admmiſtration.—Before | 
could form one tcaitble project, I fell faſt adeep, and 
my fancy was bleſſed with the image of the dear Nar. 
ciſla, who ſeemed to imile upon my paſſion, and offer 
her hand as a reward for all my toils. | 
Early in the morning, went to the lodgings of 


| my friend, whom I found exulting over his happy in 


vention; 107 I no ſooner entered bis? avartment, than 
he addreſſe d me in theſe words, with a tile of ſelf. ap- 


| plauſe : © Well Mr. Random, a lucky thought miy 


come into a fool's head ſometimes.— I have hit it.— 
I'll hold you a bation my plan is better than Yours, 


for all your learning. —But you ſhall have the prefe- 
' rence in this as in all other things; therefore proceed, 


and let us know the effects of your meditation, and 
then I will impart my ſimple excogitations. — I told 


him, that not one thought occured to me which dt. 


ſerved the leaſt rvtice, and ſignified my impatience 


to be acquainied wich the fruits of his reflection.— 


* As we have not (ſaid he) money ſufficicut te mann. 
tain us during a tedious expectation, it is my opinion, 
that a bold puſh mult he made, and I fee none ſo like. 
ly to ſucceed as your appearing in the character of 3 


gentleman, (which is your due) and making peut 


addreſſes to ſome lady of fortune who can render you 


ingependant at once.—-Nay, don't ſtare— I affirm that 


this ſcheme is both prudent and honourable ; for | 
would not have you throw yourlelf away upon an oi! 
toothleſs wheezing dame, whoſe breath would ſtink 
you into a conſumption in leſs than three months; 


neither would I adviſe you to aſſume the character ef 
a We calthy "Squire, as qu. common fortune-bunte!s 
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RODERICK RANDOM. 61 
do, by which means many a poor lady is cheated in- 
to matrimony, and inſtead of enjoying the pomp and 
grandeur that was promiſed, ſees her dowry ſeized 
by her huſband's rapacious creditors, and herſelf re- 
duced to miſery and deſpair.—No, I know you have 


g a ſoul that diſdains ſuch impoſition; and are maſter - 
of qualifications both of mind and body, which alone 
- entitle you to a match, that will ſet you above the 
| world. —I have cloaths in my poſſeſſion, that a duke 
need not be aſhamed to wear, —I believe they will 
flit you as they are—if not, there are plenty of tay- 
lors in France. Let us take a ſhort trip to Paris, and 
provide ourſelves in all other neceſſaries, then ſet 
out for England, where I intend to do myſelf the ho- 
nour of attending you in quality of valet, —This will 
| fave you the expence of a ſervant, ſhaving and dreſ- 
ſiung; and I doubt not but by the blefling of God, 
woe ſhall bring matters to a ſpeedy and fortunate iſſue.“ 
-  Extravagant as this propoſal was, I liſtened to it with 
|. pleaſure, becauſe it flattered my vanity, and indulg- 


ce aridiculous hope I began to e 
Narciſſa with a mutual flame. 


ntertain of inſpiring _ 


After breakfaſt, Monſieur d'Eſtrapes went to pay 


his devoirs to the Marquis, and was fo ſucceſsful in 


his application, that J obtained a diſcharge in a fem 


| days, upon which we ſet out for Paris—Here I had time - 
to reflect and congratulate myſelf upon this ſuddes 
| tranſition of fate, which to bear with moderation, re- 


uired ſome degree of philoſophy and ſelf-denial.— 


This will be more obvious, if I give a detail of the 
\ particulars, to the quiet poſſeſſion of which I was 
raiſed in an inſtant, from the moſt abje& miſery and 
contempt. My wardrobe conſiſted of five faſhionable 


coats full mounted, two of which were plain, one ol 


cut velvet, one trimmed with gold, and another with 


blyer-lace ; two frocks, one a white drab with large 


plate buttons, the other of blue, with gold binding; 
one waiſt-coat of gold brocade; one of blue fattin 
- embroidered with ſilver; one of green filk, trimmed 


Vith broad figured gold 5 one of black flk, with 


figures ; 
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one of ſcarlet; fix pair of cloth breeches; one pair ct 


bours we arrived at Deal, hired a poſt-chaiſe, and in 


figures; one of white ſatin ; one of black cloath, and 


crimſon, and another of black velvet; twelve pair at 


| white filk ſtockings, as many of black filk, and the I 7 


ſame number of fine cotton; one hat, laced with 


| gold point d Eſpa gne, another with filver-lace ſcol. 1 


aped, a third with gold binding, and a fourth plain; 


three dozen of fine ruffled ſhirts ; as many neckcloths; 
one dozen of cambrick handkerchiefs, and the like 


number of ſilk. The other moveables which 1 pol- 


ſeſſed by the generoſity and friendſhip of Strap, were, 2 / 


_ a gold watch with a chaſed caſe, two valuable dia- {© 


mond rings, two mourning ſwords, one with a filver WW ti 


handle, and a fourth cut ſteel inlaid with gold; a dia- to 
mond ſtock buckle, and a ſet of ſtone buckles for the ſu 


knees and ſhoes; a pair of filver mounted piftols WM w 
with rich houſings ; a gold headed cane, and a ſnuit. WM nc 


box of tortoiſe-ſhell mounted with gold, having the 4 W 


picture of a lady in the lid.— The gentleman leſt 


many other things of value, which my friend had ? fr 
converted into caſh before I met with him, ſo that #& 
over and above theſe particulars, our ftock in ready in 


money amounted to ſomething more than two hun- of 
dred pounds. 55 n 
Thus equipt, I put on the gentleman of figure, and of 
attended by my honeſt friend, who was contented ic 
With the ſtation of my valet, I viſited the Louvie, ri. 


examined the gallery of Luxemburgh, and appeared 0 


at Verſailles, where 1 had the honour of ſeeing his fl 


Moſt Chriſtian Majefty eat a conſiderable quantity of ſu 


olives. —During the month I ſpent at Paris, I went 1 ar 
ſeveral times to court, the Italian opera, and play- ti. 
| houſe, danced at a maſquerade, and in ſhort ſaw every pe 
thing remarkable in and about the capital. —After W he 
which we ſet out for England by the way of Flandeis, ta 
afſed through Bruſſels, Ghent, and Bruges, and Þ i 
took ſhipping at Oſtend, from whence in fourteen 


twelve hours more got ſafe to London; having diſpo- 


d of oux heavy baggage in the waggan, 
a } basgag Fl 880 CHAP, 
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Z J enquire about my uncle, and underfland he is gone to 


ſea—take lodgings at Charing-croſs—go to the play 
nvbere I meet with an adventure—T go to an ord- 

nary ; the gueſts deſcribed become acquainted with 
 Medlar and doctor Wagtail. _ Ton, 


s ſoon as we alighted at the Inn, I diſpatched 
Strap to enquire about my uncle, at the Sam- 


| fon and Lion in Wapping ; and he returned in a little 
time with an account of Mr. Bowling's having gone 
to ſea, mate of a merchant ſhip, after a long and un- 


ſucceſsful application and attendance at the admiralty z 
where it ſeems, the intereſt he depended upon, was 
not ſufficient to reinſtate him, or recover the pay that 


. was due to him when he quitted the Thunder. 


Next day I hired very handſome lodgings not far 
from Charing-croſs ; and in the evening dreſſed my- 
{elf in a plain ſuit of the true Paris cut, and appeared 


in a front box at the play, where I ſaw a good deal 


of company, and had vanity enough to make me be- 
lieve that I was obſerved with an uncommon degree 
of attention and applauſe, This filly conceit intox- 
cated me ſo much, that I was guilty of a thouſand 
nd:culous coquetries, and I dare ſay, how favourable 
ſoever the thoughts of the company might be at my 
firſt appearance, they were ſoon changed by my ab- 
ſurd behaviour, into pity or contempt.—I got up 
and fat down, covered and uncovered my head twenty 
times between the acts; pulled out my watch, o_ 
ped it to my ear, wound it up, ſet it, gave it the 
hearing again ;—diſplayed my ſnuff-box, affected to 


| take ſnuff, that J might have an opportunity of ſhew-. 
ing my brilliant, and wiped my noſe with a perfumed 


handkerchief ;z—then dangled my cane, and adjuſted 


my tword-knot, and acted many fooleries of the 


lame kind, in hopes of obtaining the character of a 
pretty tellow, in the acquiring of which, I found two 
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- conſiderable obſtructions in my diſpolitzon namely, 
Aa natural reſerve, and jealous ſenſibility, —Fain would 


J have entered into converſation with the people around 


me, but was reſtrained by the fear of being cenſured 


for my aſſurance, as well as by reflecting that I waz 
more entitled to a compliment of this kind from them 
than they to ſuch condeſcenſion from a ſtranger like 
me.—How often did I redden at the frequent whiſpers 
and loud laughter of my fellow beaux, which I ima. 
gined were excited by me ! and how often did I envy 


the happy indifference of thoſe choice ſpirits who be. 


Held the diſtreſs of the ſcene, without diſcovering the 


leaſt ſymptom of approbation or concern | My atten- 


tion was engaged in ſpite of myſelf, and J could not 


help weeping with the heroine of the ſtage ; though 
I practiſed a great many ſhifts to conceal this impolite 
piece of weakneſs, —When the play was ended, I ſat 


waiting for an opportunity of handing ſome lady to 


ner coach; but every one was attended by ſuch 2 


number of officious gallants, that for a long time ! 
was baulked in my expectation.— At length, however, 


Iperceived a very handſome creature, genteelly dreſſed, 
ſitting by herſelf in a box, at ſome diſtance from me; 


upon which I went up to her, and offered my ſervice, 
she ſeemed to be in ſome confuſion, thanked me 
for my complaiſance, and with a tender look declined 
giving me the trouble; looking at her watch, ard 
teſtifying her ſurprize at the negligence of her foot- 
man, whom ſhe had ordered to have a chair ready 


for her at that hour.—I repeated my intreaty with 


all the eloquence and compliment I was matter of; 


and in the event, ſhe was prevailed upon to accept of 


a propoſal I made to ſend my ſervant for a chair or 
coach. Accordingly, Strap was detached for that 


purpoſe, and returned without ſucceſs, there being 
none to be found; by this time the play-houſe was 
quite empty, and we were obliged to retire : As I led 
Ve through the paſſage I obſerved five or fix young 
fellows of faſhion, ſtanding in a corner, one of whom 
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vience appeared, I propoſed, that I ſhould conduct. 
ber to a tavern, where we might ſtay a few minutes, 
until my ſervant could fetch a coach from the Strand. 
| —She ſeemed particularly ſhy of truſting herſelf in à 

tavern with a ſtranger; but at laſt yielded to the pa- 
| thetic remonſtrances, rather than endanger her health, _ 
by remaining in a cold damp chorough-fare, —Having 
thus far ſucceeded, I begged to know what wine ſhe _ 
| would be pleaſed to drink à glaſs of; but ſhe profeſſed 
| the greateſt avernon to all ſorts of ſtrong liquors 
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we were paſt, I heard them ſet up the loud laugh. 
This arrouied my attention, and I was reſolved to be 
fully latisfied of this Jady's character before I ſhould 
have any nearer connexion with her.—As no conve- 


and it was with much difficulty that I could 


| perſuade her to eat a jelly. In the mean time, I en- 


deavoured to alleviate the uneaſineſs ſhe diſcovered, 


by ſaying all the agreeable things I could think of; 


at which ſhe would often ſigh, and regard me with 
a languiſhing Ipok, that ſeemed too near a-kin to the 
lewd leer of a couriezan.—This diſcovery added to 
my former ſufpicion, while it put me upon my guard 


| againſt her arts, divefted me of reſerve, and enabled 


me to entertain her with more gaiety and freedome— + 
In the courſe of our converiation, I preſſed her to al- 
low me the honour of waiting upon her next day, at 
her lodgings, which ſhe, with many apologies, refuſ- 
ed, leſt it ſhonld give umbrage to Sir John, who was 
of a diſpoſition apt to be fretted with trifles.— This 
information, by which I was to underſtand that her 
huſband was a knight, did not check my addreſſes, 
which became more and more importunate, and I was 
even hardy enough to raviſh a kiſs. —But, O heavens 1 
inſtead of hanquetting on the ambroſial flavour, that 
her delicacy and complexion promiſed, I was al- 
moſt ſuffocated with the ſteams of Geneva! An ex- 
halation of this kind from a mouth which had juſt 
hefore declared an utter abhorrence of all ſpirituous 
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66 THE ADVENTURES OF 
liquors, not only changed my doubts into certainty, 
but my raptures into loathing; and it would hay 
been impoſſible for me to have preſerved common 
complaiſance five minutes longer, when my ſervant 
returned with a coach.—1I took the advantage of thiz 
occaſion, and preſented my hand to the lady, who put 
in practice againſt me the whole artillery of hit 
charms, ogling, languiſhing, ſighing, and ſqueezing, 
with ſo little reſerve, that Strap perceived her tey- 
derneſs, and rubbed his hands with joy as he fol. 
lowed us to the door z—but I was proof againſt all 
her endearments, and handed her into the coach with 
an intention to take my leave immediately. She guel. 
_ ſed my deſign, and invited me to her houſe, whither- 
ing, that now Sir John was gone to bed, ſhe could 
have the pleaſure of my converſation for -half an how 
without interruption. —I told her, there was no mor- 
tification I would not undergo, rather than endayger 
the repoſe of her ladyſhip 5 and bidding the coachman 
drive on, wiſhed her a good night. She loſt all tem. 
per at my indifference, and ſtopping the coach at the 
_ diſtance of about twenty yards from me, popped on: 
her head, and bawled with the lungs of:a fiſh wo- 
man, © D—n you, you dog, won't you pay the coach. 
hire ?* I made no anſwer : Upon which ſhe held forth 
againſt me with an eloquence peculiar to herſelf ; call. 
ing me pitiful fellow, ſcoundrel, and an hundred ſuch 
appellations; and concluded with an oath, that for 
all my appearance, ſhe believed I had got no money 
oo En La 
Having thus vented her indignation, fie ordered 
the coachman to proceed, and I returned to the ta- 
vern, where I beſpoke ſomething for ſupper, very 
well pleaſed at the iſſue of this adventure, —I diſpen- 
ſed with the attendance of the waiter at table, on pre- 
tence that my own ſervant was preſent, and when 
we were alone, ſaid to Strap; Well, Monſieut 
d' Eſtrapes, what d'ye think of this lady?“ My friend 
Who had not opened his mouth ſince her departure, 
could make no other reply than the monoſyllable, 
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E « Think !' which he pronounced with a note of fear 
and aftoniſhment.—Surprized at this emphaſis, 1 ſur- 
veyed my valet, and perceiving a wildneſs in his looks, 


aſked if he had ſeen his grandtathey's ghoſt ?P—* Ghoſt! 


1 (aid he) I am ſure I have ſeen a devil incarnate! Who 


F * 


would have thought that fo much deviliſh malice and 
Billingſgate, could luck under ſuch ſweetneſs of coun- 
tenance and modeſty of behaviour? Ah! God help us! 

Fronti nulla fides—nimum ne creae color i—-but we 

| ought to down on our knees and bleſs God for deli- 
vering us from the jaws of that painted fepulchre.”— 
I was pretty much of Strap's opinion, and though I. 

did not believe myſelf in any danger from the allure- 
ments of that ſiſterhood, I determined to act with 
great circumſpe&tion for the future, and ſhun all com- 


and conſtitution, ' 5 es 
My next care was to introduce myſelf into a ſet of 


merce of that kind, as equally prejudicial to my purle 


certain coffee-houſe, noted for the feſort of good com- 
pany, Engliſh as wel] as foreigners, where my app2ar- 
ance procured all the civilities and advances J could de- 


| fire, There being an ordinary in the fame houſe, I 


went up ſtairs to dinner with the other gueſts, and 


eſt part of whom were better dreſſed than myſeif.— 


The converſation, which was moſtly carried on in 


French, turned chiefly on politicks; and I (con found 
the whole company was in the French intereſt, myſelf 
excepted, and a teſty old gentleman, who contradict- 
ed every thing that was advanced in favour of his 


Moft Chriſtian Majefty, with a ſurlineſs truly Eng- 


liſn.—But this truſty patriot, who had never been out 


of his own country, and drew all his maxims and no- 


tions from prejudice and hearſay, was'very unequal to 


his antagoniſts, who were ſuperior to him in learning 

and experience, and often took the liberty of travei- 
lers, in aſſerting things which were not ſtrictly true, 
hecauſe they thought themſelves in no danger of be- 
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ing detected by him,--The claim of the queen of 
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good acquaintance z for which purpoſe I frequented a 


found myfelf at table with thirteen people, the great- 


Spain . 
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Spain to the Auſtrian dominions in Italy, was fall 
explained and vindicated, by a perſon who fat oppoſite 
to me, and by tne folemnity of his manner, and the 
_ richneſs of his apparel, ſeemed to be a foreign ambaſ. 
fador. — This diſtertation introduced another on the 
Pragmatic Sanction, handled with great warmth, by a 
young gentleman at my right hand, dreſſed in a green 
frock trimmed with gold, Who juſtified the French king 
for his breach of that contract; and affirmed that he 
could not have obſerved it, without injuring: his own 
glory, —Although I was not at all convinced by thi 
gentleman's arguments, I could not help admiring his 
Vivacity, which I imagined mult be the effect of bis 
illuſtrious birth, and noble education, and according- 
ly rated him in my conjecture as a young prince on his 
_ travels, —The diſcourſe was aft:rwards ſhifted by an 
old gentleman of a very martial appearance, to the 
laſt campaign, then the battle of Dettingen was fought 
over again, with ſo many circumſtances to the honour 
of the French, and diſadvantages of the allies, that [ 
begin to entertain ſome doubts of my having been 
there in perſon ; and took the liberty to mention {ome 


objections to what he adranced,—This introduced a 


diſpute which laſted a good while, to the mortification 
of all prelent; and was at laſt referred to the deter- 


mination of a grave perſon, whom they ſtiled doctor, 


and who under a fſhew of great moderation, decided 


it againſt me, with ſo little regard to truth, that I iax- 
ed him with partiality in pretty ſevere terms, to the 


no ſmall entertainment of the true Englith politician, 


who rejoiced at my defence of a cauſe he had too often 
eſpouſed without ſucceſs : My opponent pleaſed with 
the victory he had gained affected a great deal of can- 


dour, and told me he would not have been to poſitive, 
if he had not been at great pains to inform himſelf of 
each particular.— Indeed (fays he) I am convinced, 
that the previous ſteps conſidered, things could not 
happen otherwiſe ; for we generals who have feen ſer- 


vice, though we may not be on the ſpot ourfelves, 


know by the leaſt ſketch of the diſpoſition, what mutt 


be 
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cͤäloathed and paid than any ſoldiers in the univerſe, 
Theſe remarks furniſhed the g green knight with an 
opportunity of launching out in the praiſe of French 
government in general, civil as well as military; on 
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de the event. — He then cenſured, with great freedom, 
every circumſtance of the conduct of thoke who com- 
manded the allies ; 


the miniſtry, which he honoured with many invectives, 


for employing people who had neither experience nor 


capacity, to the prejudice of old ofticers who had been 


diftinguiſhed for both; dropt many hints of his own. 


importance; and concluded with obſerving, that the 
French and Spaniards knew better how to value gene- 


1 rals of merit; the good effects of which are ſeen in 
te conqueſts they gain, and the admirable diſcipline 


of theif troops, which are at the ſame time better 


which occaſion he made many odious compariſons to 


tte diſadvantage of the Engliſh : Every body almoſt, | 
aſſented to the obſervations he made, and the doctor | 
gave his ſanction, by ſaying, the people 1 in France were 
10 undoubtedly the happieſt ſubje&ts in the world. —TI , 
was ſo much aſtoniſhed and confounded at their infy- 
tuation and effrontery, that I had not power to utter 


one word in oppoſition to their aſſertions; but my mo- 


roſe aſſociate could not put up with the indignity that 


was offered to old England, and therefore with a fati- 
rical grin addreſſed himſelf to the general in theſe 
words: Sir, Sir, I have often heard it ſaid, She's 
a villainous bird that befculs ber own neſt. —As for 
what "thoſe people who are foreigners, ſay, I don't 
mind it, they know no better ; 3 but you who were 


bred and born, and have got your bread under the 


Engliſh government, thonld haye more regard to gra- 


titude as well as truth, in cenſuring your native coun- 


try.—If the miniſtry have thought fit to lay you a- 


ide, I ſuppoſe they have their own.reaſons for ſo do- 


ing; and you ought to remember that you ſtill live 


on the bounty of this nation.—As for theſe gentle- 


men, (meaning the prince and ambaſſador) who make 
lo free with our conſtitution, laws and genius of our 


people, 


from thence made a tranfition to 
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people, I think they might ſhew a little more reſpeg bin 
for their benefactors, who, I muſt own, are to blam ane! 
in harbouring, protecting and encouraging ſuch un. drin! 


grateful vagrants. as they are. —At thele words the moti 
chevalier in green ſtarted up in a great pailion, ad Wie 
laying his hand on the hilt of his hanger, exclaimed, 8 | 
© Ha! foutre - The Engliſhman on the other band opm 
graſping his cane, cried, Don't foutre me ſirrah, o MW plex 
by G- d l' knock you down. The company inter. e 
poſed, the Frenchman fat down again, and his antago. mor. 
niſt proceeded. —* Lookee, monſieur, you know very | beto 
well that had you dared to ſpcak ſo freely of the ad. iir 
miniſtration of your own country in Paris, as you WF eloq 


bare done of cus in London, you would have ea I pa 
ſent to the Baſtile without ceremony, where you might WF hap] 
have rotted in a dungeon, and never ſeen the light f the 


the ſun again.—Now, Sir, take my word for it, al ay 


though our conſtitution ſereens us from ſuch oppreſſ. e. 
on, we want not laws to chaſtiſe the authors of ſedi. the 
tious diſcourſe; and if J hear another ſyllable out of WF Coh 
your mouth, in contempt or prejudice of this king. 


coul 
dem 


dom, I will give you a convincing proof of what | W 


* 8 
advance, and have you laid by the heels for your pre. 


ſumption, —This declaration had an effect on the com- hou 


pany, as fudden as ſurpriſing.— The young prince be. he 
came ſupple as a ſpaniel, the ambaſſador trembled, W the 
the general ſat tilent and abaſhed, and the doctor, who, fhis 
it ſeems, had felt the rod of power, grew pale as death, bel! 
and aiiured us all, that he had no intention to affront WW mY 
any per ſon or people, —* Your principles, doctor, (re- " 
ſumed the old gentleman) are no fecret—I have ho- d. 
thing to ſay upon that head; but am very much ſur- WW ME 
priſed that a man who deſpiſes us fo much, ſhould not- _ 
withſtanding live among us, when be has no vitibk - 
motive for io doing, —Why don't you take up your WW as 
habitation in your beloved France, where you may Wi =o 
rail at England without centure : To this the doctor Wi * 
thought proper to make no reply; and an unſocial -; 2 
lence enſued ; which I perceiving, took notice, that it Wi wy 


was pity ſuch idle diſputes, maintained very often for bk 
| 5 „„ is WA 


\ 
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him or diverſion, ſhould create any miſunderſtanding 
zmong gentlemen of good fenſe ! and propoſed to 
Edrink down all animotity in another bottle. — This 
Emotion was applauded by the whole company : The 
wine was brought, and the Engliſh champion declar- 
ing he had no ſpleen againſt any man for differing in 
opinion from him, any more than tor difference of com- 
plexion, drank to the good health of all preſent ; the 
compliment was returned, and the converſation once 
more became unreſerved, though more general than 
before. Among other topicks the ſubject of war was 
introduced, on which the general declaimed with great 
| eloquence, recounting many of his on exploits by 
way of illuſtration.—In the courſe of his harangue he 
Z happened to mention the word epaulement, upon which 
the teſty gentleman aſked the meaning of that term.— 
E © [Il tell you what an epaulement is, (replied he)—1 
never ſaw an epaulement but once—and that was at 
the ſiege of Namur—in the council of war, monſieur 
E Cohorn, the famous engineer affirmed that the place 
could not be taken.'—* Yes, (ſaid the prince of Vau- 
demont) it may be taken by an epaulement.— This 
vas immediately put in execution, and in twenty- four 
hours Marſhal Boufflers was fain to capitulate. Here 
he made a full ſtop, and the old gentleman repeated 
the queſtion, But pray what is an epaulement? To 
this the officer made no immediate reply, but rung the 
bell and called for a bill, which being brought, he 
- threw down his proportion of the reckoning, and tell- 

9 ing the company he would ſhew them what an epaule- 
ment is, when his Majeſty thought fit to intruſt him 
vith the command of our army abroad, ſtrutted away 
& with great dignity, —I could not imagine why he wa 
| lo thy of explaining one of the moſt ſimple terms © 

| fortification 3 which I forthwith deſcribed as a ſide- 
| ork compoſed of earth, gabions, or faſcines; but I 
| was very much ſurprized when I afterwards underſtood 
hat his reſerve proceeded from his ignorance.—Hav- 
ing paid our bill, we adjourned to the coffee-room, 
where my fallow-labower inſiſied on weating me 55 


ttice more than once for ſuch practices; but he is all 
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a diſh, giving me to upderſtand at the ſame time, that 
I had acquired bis good opinion, both with reſpe$ 1g 
my principles and inteilects--I thanked him for his 
compliment, and profeſuing inyfelf an utter ſtrange 
in this part of the world, begged he would have the 
goodnels to inform me of the quality and characters 
of the people who dined above. — This requeſt was z 
real favour to one of his diſpoſition, which was no leg 
communicative than curious; he therefore compied 
with great ſatisfaction, and let me know, to my ex- 
treme aſtoniſhment, that the ſuppoſed young prince 
was a dancer at one of the theatres ; and the ambaffa. 
dor no other than a fiddler belonging to the opera.— 
« The doctor (ſaid be) is a Roman Catholick prick, 
who ſometimes appears in the character of an oiticer, 
and aſſumes the name of captain; but more generaliy 
takes the garb, title and behaviour of a phybcian, in 
which capacity he wheedles himſelf into the conk- 
_ dence of weak-minded people, and by arguments no 
lels ſpecious than falſe, converts them from their ich. 
gion and allegiance. —He has been in the hands of jul. 


Hog, and manages matters with jo much craft, that 
| hitherto he has eſcaped for a ſhort impriſonment, — As 

for the general, you may fee he has owed his promo— 
tion more to his intereſt than his capacity; and noy 
that the eyes of the miniſtry are opened, his friend 
dead, or become inconſiderable, he is itruck off the 
lift, and obliged to put up with a yearly penſion; in 
conſequence of this reduction, he is become malecon- 
tent, and inveighs againſt the government in all com- 
panies, with ſo litile diſcretion, that J am ſurprized 
at the lenity of the adminiſtration in overlooking bi 
inſolence, but the truth of the matter is, he owes his 
ſafety to his weakneſs and want of importance.—He 
has ſeen a little, and but a little ſervice, and yet if you 
will take his word for it, there has not been a great 
action performed in the field ſince the revolution, in 
which he was not principally concerned. When a {to- 
ry is told of any great general, he immediately watches 
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it with one of himſelf, though he is often unhappy in 
E his invention, and commits ſuch groſs blunders in the 
E detail, that every body is in pain for him —Cæſar, 
Pompey, and Alexander the Great are continually in, 
” his mouth; and as he reads a good deal without any 

judgment to digeſt it, his ideas are confuſed, and his 


wbarangues as unintelligible as infinite; for, once he 
ðdvegins, tnere is no chance of his leaving off ſpeakit 2, 
while one perſon remains to yield attention ; therefore 
the only expedient I know, of putting a ſtop to his 
I:quacity, is to lay bold of ſome incongruity he has 
uttered, and demand an explanation z or alk the mean- 
. ing of ſome difficult term that he knows by name on- 
: ly, this Will effectually put him to ſilence, if not to 
} flight, as it happened when I enquired about an epaule- 
J nent, Had he been acquainted with the ſignification 
ot that word, his triumph would have been intolera- 
: dle, and we muſt have quitted the field firſt, or been 
X worried with impertinenge. — Having thus gratified 
. my curiofite, the old gentleman began to diſcover his "RY 
own, in queſtions relating to myſelf, to which I 1 
x thought proper to return ambiguous anſwers.— I, 55 
u preſume, Sir, (ſaid he) you have travelled,'—L an- BEE 
1 ſwered, Ves —“ 1 dare ſay, you would find it very XY 
; expenſive (aid he). ——1 replied, To be ſure, one 1 
my annot travel wittout money. —“ That I know by ex- . 
u perience (iaid he) for I myſelf take a trip to Bath or 1 
1 Tuabridge every ſcaſon; and one muſt pay ſauce for 
1. what he has on the road as well in other countries as 1 
m. in this— That's a very pretty ſtone in your ring, Ta 
16d give me leave, Sir,—the French have attained to a 1 
bu wonderful fill in making compoſitions of that kind. 1 
h Why now, this looks almoſt as well as a diamond.“ 1 
He -—Almolt as well, Sir, (ſaid I) why not altogether ? 18 
on —T am ſure if you underſtand any thing of jewels, e 
en Jou muſt perceive at firſt fight, that this ſtone is a real : Ne . 
by diamond, and that of a very fine water. —Take it in wh 
o. Pour hand and examine it. —He did ſo, with ſome ö 1 
6s confuſion, and returned it, ſaying, *I aſk your pardon, | 18 
+ I ſee it is a true brilliant of immenſe value. —I ima- 1 bs 
Vor . „C i 153 
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at which we fat, and after a thouſand grimaces, aſked 
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gined his reſpect for me increaſed after this inquiry; 
therefore to captivate his eſteem the more, I told him 


J would ſhew him a ſeal of compoſition, engraved af. 
ter a very valuable antique; upon which J pulled out 
my watch with a rich gold chain, adorned with three 
ſeals ſet in gold, and an opal ring. He viewed each of 
them with great eagerneſs, handled the chain, admir. 


ed the chaſed caſe, and obſerved, that the whole muſt 


have coſt me a vaſt ſum of money. I affected indiffe. 


\ rence, and replied in a careleſs manner, Some trifle 


of ſixty or ſeventy guineas.* Upon which he ſtared 


in my face for ſome time, and then aſked if I was an 


Engliſhman.—I anſwered in the negative.—“ You are 


from Ireland then, Sir, I preſume, (ſaid he). 1 


made the ſame reply. Oh! perhaps (ſaid he) you 


were born in one of our ſettlements abroad. —I thi! 
anſwered no,—He ſeemed very much ſurprized, and 


ſaid, he was ſure I was not a foreigner. I made no 


| reply, but left him upon the tenter-hooks of impati- 
ent uncertainty.— He could not contain his anxiety, 


but aſked pardon for the liberty he had taken, and to 


encourage me the more to diſcloſe my ſituation, dil- 


layed his own without reſerve.—* I am (ſaid he) a 
Eagle man, have a conſiderahle annuity, on which l 


live according to my own inclination ; and make the 


ends of the year meet very comfortably.—As I have 
no eſtate to leave behind me, I am not troubled with 
the importunate officiouſneſs of relations, or legacy 
hunters ; and I conſider the world as made for me, 
not me for the world: It is my maxim therefore to 
enjoy it while I can, and let futurity ſhift for itfelf.'— 
While he thus indulged his own talkative vein, and at 


the ſame time, no doubt, expected a retaliation from 


me; a young man entered, dreſſed in black velvet and 
an enormous tye-wig, with an air in which natural 
levity and affected ſolemnity were ſo jumbled together, 
that on the whole he appeared a burleſque on all deco- 
rum. This ridiculous oddity danced up to the table 


Wy 


aye no whiſpering-—if you have any thing to ſay to 


| zoung gentleman.-—So, Sir, her ladyſhip {ecing me 


| | had no appetite; however, in compliance with her 
ion turning on different ſubjects, among other things, 


| Medlar,—I told him I had not had the plcaſure of 


"RODERICE RANDOM. 75 
my friend by the name of Mr. Medlar, if we were ot 
engaged upon buſineſs.— My companion put on a luriy 

countenance, ard replied, No great buhnels, dodtor 

but bowerer.'—+ O! then (cried the phyſician) 1 

muſt beg your indulgence a little; pray pardon me, 

gentlemen.— Sir, — (ſaid he, addretiing himſehf to me) 
your moſt humble ſervant, I hope you will forgive me, 

Sir,—I muſt beg the favour to bt—dir—Sir I have 

ſomething of conſequence to impart to my friend Mr. 

Medlar, — Sir, IJ hope you wil excule my freedom in 

whiſpering, Sir. '—PBefore I had time to give this com- 

pla: fant perſon my permiſſion, Mr. Medlz i cried, * I'll 


me, ſpeak with an audible voice. — The doctor ſeemed 
1 little diſconcerted at this exclamation, and turning 
again to me, making a thouſand apologies tor pretend- 
ing to make a myſlery of any thing, which he ſaid 
was owing to his ignorance of my connexion with Mr. 
Medlar ; but now he underſtood I was a friend, he 
would communicate what he had to ſay, in my bear- 
ing. He then began, after two or three hems, in this 
manner :—* You muſt know, Sir, I ain jutt come 
rom dinner, at, my Lady Flarict's (then addreſſing 
timielf to me) a lady of quality, Sir, at whoſe table 
[ have the honour of dining ſometimes.— There was 
lady Stately, and my lady Larum, and Mrs. Dainty, 
and Miſs Biddy Gigler, upon my word a very good- 
aatured young lady, with a very pretty fortune, Sir. — 
here was alſo my lord Straddle, Sir John Shrug, and 
Maſter Billy Chatter, who is actually a very facetious 


cxceſtively fatigued, for the was the laſt of fifteen pa- 
ents (people of diſtinction, Sir) whom I had viſited this 
forenoon, inſiſted upon my ſtaying dinner—tho' I proteſt 
adyſhip' s requeſt, Sir, I ſat down, and the converſa- 


Mr. Chatter aſked very earneſtly when I ſaw Mr. 


teing "ou theſe nineteen hours and A half; for you 
| . may 
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may remember, Sir, it was nearly about that time, 


won't be poſitive as to a minute. — No! (ſaye he) 
then I deſire you will go to his lodgings immediately 
after dinner, and ſee what is the matter with him, for 
he muſt certainly he very bad from having eat laſt 


night ſuch a vaſt quantity of raw oyſters. The cruſty 


gentleman, who from the ſolemnity of his delivery, 


expected ſomething extraordinary, no ſooner heard his 


concluſion, than he ſtarted up in a teſty humour, cry- 
ing, Pſhaw, pſhaw! d—n your oyſters ;* and walk- 


ed away after a ſhort compliment of © Your ſervant, 


Sir, to me.'—The doctor got up alſo, ſaying, * I 
vow and proteſt, upon my word, I am actually amaz- 


ed.'—And followed Mr. Medlar to the bar, which 


was hard by, where he was paying for the coffee; 
there he whiſpered ſo loud, that I could overhear, 
© Pray, who is this gentleman ?*—His friend replied 
haſtily, I might have known that before now, if it 
had not been for your impertinent intruſion.—and 


walked away very much diſappointed.— The ceremc - 


nious phyſician returned immediately and ſat down b. 
me, aſking a thouſand pardons for leaving me alone; 
and giving me to underſtand, that what he had cora- 
municated to Mr. Medlar, at the bar, was an affair 
of the laſt importance, that would admit of no de— 
lay.—He then called for ſome coffee, and launched 
out into the virtues of that berry, which, he ſaid, in 
cold phlegmatic conftitutions, like his, dried up the 
ſuperfiuous moiſture, and braced the relaxed nerves. — 


He let me know, that it was utterly unknown to the 


ancients ; and derived its name from an Arabian word, 


which I might eaſily perceive by the ſound and termi- 
nation. —From this topic he transferred his diſquißiti— 


ons to the verb diu, which he affirmed, was impro— 
perly applied to the taking of coffee, in as much as 


people did not drink, but fip or ſipple that liquor ;— 


that the genuine meaning of drinking is to quench 
one's thirſt, or commit a debauch by ſwallowing 
wine ;—that the Latin word, which conveyed the ſame 


idea, was bibere or Zotare, and that of the Grech 
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pinein or foteein, though he was apt to believe they 


were indifferently uſed on different occaſions: For ex- 


ample 3 to drink a vaſt quantity, or, as the vulgar 
expreſs it, to drink an ocean of liquor, woes in Latin 


potare, and in Greek poteein; and on the other hand, 


to uſe it moderately, was bibere and pinein : that 
this was only a conjecture of his own, which, howe— 
ver, ſeemed to be lupported by the word brbu/ous, 
which is particularly applied to the pores of the ſkin, 
that can only drink a very ſmail guantiiy of the cir- 
cumambient moiſture, by reaſon of the ſmallneſs of 
their diameters; — whereas, from the verb p2tecrm, is 
derived the ſubſtantive potamss, which ſignifies a ri- 
ver, or vaſt quantity of liquor. —I could not help ſmil- 


ing at this learned and important inveſtigation; and 


to recommend myſelf the more to my new acquain- 
tance, whoſe diſpoſition J was by this time well in- 
formed ot, I ob{rved, that what he alledged, did 
not, to the beſt of my remembrance, appear in the 
writings of the ancients; for, Horace uſes the words 
Foto and 6:60 1ndifferently 


Vile potabis modicis Sabinum canutharis.— 
Et prelo domitam caleno tu bibes uvam. 


That I had never heard of the verb potecin, but 


that poramos, potema, and fois, were derived from 
mo, foo, pepe; in conlequence of which, the 


reek poets never uſe any other word for feſtal 
drinking. — Homer deicribes Neitor at his cups in theſe | 


words: 


Me ſtoræ d ouk elathan j; ache pinonta perempes, 


And Anacreon mentions it on the ſame occaſion almoft 
m every page, If FO A, hes | 


Pionti a? oinon hedun 
Otan pino ton oinon. 
Opliz' ego de pino. 
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And in a thouland other places. — The doctor, who, 
doubtleis, intended by his criticin, to give me an 
high idea of his erudition, was mhunely {urprized to 
find himſelf ſchooled by one of my appearance 3 and 


after a conſiderable pauſe, cried, © Upon my word!“ 


you are in the right, Sir,--I find [ have not conhidered 
this affair with my ujual accuracy.'— Then accoſting 


me in Latin, which he ſpoke very well, the converta- 


tion was maintained fuli two hours on a variety of 


ſubjects, in that language ; and indeed, he ſpoke ſo 


judicioufly, that J was convinced, notwithitanuing his 
whimhfical appearance, and attention to triffes, of his 
being a man of extenſive knowledge, eſpecially in 
books; he looked upon me as I afterwards under- 


ſtood from Mr. Medlar, as a prodigy in learning, and 
propoſed that very night, if I was not engaged, 10 


introduce me. to ſeveral young gentlemen of tortune 


and faſhion, with whom he had an appointment at 


the Bedford coffe2-houle. 
' CHAP. XLvI. 


Mag tail introduces me to a ſet of fine gentlemen, 


with whom I ſpend the evening at the tavern— 


our converſation—the characters of my new campa-. 


mwns—the doctor is roaſted — the iſſue of our de- 
Bauch. | | | 


I Accepted his offer with pleaſure, and we went 
thrther in a hackney coach, where I ſaw a great 


number of gay figures fluttering about, molt of whom 
ſpoke to the doctor with great familiarity. among 
the reſt, ſtood a group of them around the fire, whom 
] immediately knew to be the very perſons Who had 
the aight before, by their lavghing, alarmed my fut- 
picion of the lady who had put herſelf under my pro- 
tection. — They no ſooner perceived me enter with Dr. 
Wagtail (for that was my companion's name) than 


they tittered and whiſpered one to another; and I was 


not a lille ſurpriſed to find that theft were the gentle- 
5 | | 85 mien 
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men to whoſe acquaintance he deſigned to recommend 
me; for when he obſerved them together, he told me 
who they were, and deſired to know by what name 


he ſhould introduce me. I fatisfied him in that par- 
ticular, and he advanced with great gravity, ſaying, 


© Gentlemen, your moſt obedient, Give me leave to 


introduce my friend Random, to your ſociety !' Then 
turning to me, Mr. Random, this is Mr. Bragwell 
Mr. Banter, Sir, —Mr. Chatter—my friend, Mr. 
Slyboot, and Mr. Ranter, Sir. —1 faluted each f 


them in order, and when I came to take Mr. Slyboot 
by the hand, I perceived him thruſt his tongue in his 


cheek, to the no ſmall entertainment of the company: 
but I did not think proper to take any notice of it on 


this occaſion.— Mr. Ranter too, (who I afterwards 
learned was a player) diſplayed his talents, by mi- 


micking my air, features and voice, while he return- 
ed my compliment. This I ſhould not have been ſo 
ſenſible of, had I not ſeen him behave in the ſame 
manner, to my friend Wagtail, when he made up to 
| them at firſt, —But for once I let him enjoy the fruits 
ot his dexterity without queſtion or controul, reſolved _ 
however, to chaſtiſe his inſolence at a more convenient 
opportunity. - Mr. Slyboot gueſſing I was a ſtranger, 


alked if I had lately been in France; and when I an- 


lwered in the affirmative, enquired if I had ſeen the 
Luxemburgh gallery: I told him I had conſidered it 
more than once with great attention: Upon this a con- 


vertation enſued, in which I diſcovered him to be a 


patiter.—Wunile we were diſcourſing upon the parti- 
cular pieces of this famous collection, I overheard 
Buinter aſk Dr. Wagtail, where he had picked up this 


Mir. Random. — To which queſtion the phyſician an- 


ſpertd, © Upon my word, a mighty pretty ſort of a 


oentleman—a man of fortune, Sir, —he has made the 


grand tour—and ſeen the beſt company in Europe, 
on, — What, he told you fo, I ſuppoſe ? (ſaid the 


other) I take him to he neither more nor leſs than a 


French valet de chambre. — O! barbarous, barba- 
rous! (cried the doctor) this is actually, upon my 
| | 5 F 4 word, 
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word, altogether unaccountable.—I know all his fam. 


Iy perfectly well, Sir— He's of the Randoms in the 
north—a very ancient houſe, Sir, and a diſtant rela- 


tion of mine. — I was extremely nettled at the con- 
jecture of Mr Banter, and began to entertain a very 
indifferent opinion of my company in general; but as 
I might poſſibly, by their means, acquire a more ex- 
tenſive and agreeable acquaintance, I determined to 
bear theſe little mortifications as long as I could, with- 


out injuring the dignity of my charaQer, —After hav- 
Ing talked for ſome time on the weather, plays, poli- 
ticks, and other coffee- houſe ſubjects, it was propoſed 
that we ſhould ſpend the evening at a noted tavern 


in the neighbourhood, whither we ' repaired in a 
 body.—Having taken poſſeſſion of a room, called 
for French wine and beſpoke ſupper, the glaſs went 


about pretty freely, and the characters of my aſſoci- 


ates opened upon me more and more. It ſoon appear- 
ed that the doctor was entertained as a butt for the 
Painter and player to exerciſe their wit upon, for the 


Per by aſking him what was good for hoarienels, 
Jowneſs of ſpirits and indigeſtion, be being troubled 


diverſion of the company. Mr. Ranter began the 


with all theſe complaints to a very great degree.— 


Wagtail immediately undertook to explain the na- 
ture of his caſe, and in a very prolix manner, ha- 


rangued upon prognoſtics, diagnoſtics, fymptomatics, 


therapeutics, inanition, and repletion; then calculat- 


ed the force of the ſtomach and lungs in their reſpec- 
tive operations; aſcribed the player's malaCy to a dil. 
order in cheſe organs proceeding from hard drinking 


and vociferation, and preſcribed a courſe of ſtomachicꝭ, 
with abſtinence from venery, wine, and loud fpeok- 
ing, laughing, ſinging, conghing, ſneezing, or hal. 


Tooing.—* Pah, pah, (cried Ranter, interrupting him) 


the remedy is worſe than the diſcaſe— I wifh I knew 


Where to find ſome tinder-water — “ Tinder-water | 


(ſaid the doctor) upon my word I don't apprehen 
you, Mr, Ranter.— Water extrected from tin des 


Wagtail) in all my vaſt reading, I never met with 
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(replied the other) an univerſal ſpecific for all diſtem- 
pers incident to man. — It was invented by a learned 
German monk, who, for a valuable conſideration, 
mpartcd the ſecret to Parace ſus.— “ Pardon me, (cri- 
ed the painter) it was firſt uſed by Solomon as ap- 
pears by a Greek manuſcript, in bis own hand-writ- 
me, lately found at the foot of mount Lebanon, by a 
peaſant who was digging for potatoes.'—* Well, (ſaid 


fuch a preparation ! neither did 1 know till this mi- 
nute, that Solomon underſtood Greek, or that pota- 
toes grew in Palettine.'—Here Banter interpoſed, tay- 
mg, he was ſurpriſed that Dr. Wagtail ſhould make 
the leaſt doubt of Solomon's underſtanding Greek, 
when he 15 repreſented to us as the wileſt and beſt edu- 
cated prince in the world; and as for potatoes they 
were tranſplanted thither from Ireland, in the time 
of the Crulades, by ſome Knights of that country.— 
$I profeſs (ſaid the decor) there is nothing more like- 
h—I would actually give a vaſt ſum for a ſight of 
that mannſeript, which muſt be ineſtimable—and if I 
underſtood the proceſs would fet about it immediate- 
ly. — The player aſſured him, the proceſs was very 
ſimple—that he muſt cram a hundred weight of dry 
Under into a glaſs retort, and diſtilling it by the force 
of animal heat, it would yield half a ſeruple of inſi- 
pid water, one drop of which is a full doſe.—“ Up- 
on my integrity! (exclaimed the credulous doctor) 
this is arnazipg and extraordinary! that a cafut mor- 
tuum ſhall wield any water at all I muſt own, I have 
always been an enemy to ſpecifics, which 1 thought 
inconſiſtent with the nature of the animal axconomy ; 
but certainly the authority of Solomon is not to be ml 
queſtioned—I wonder where I ſhall find a glaſs retort WM 
large enough to contain fuch a valt quantity of tin- 
der, the conſumption of which mult undoubtedly 
raiſe the price of paper—or where ſhall 1 find animal 
heat ſufficlent, even to warm ſuch 2 mals ?'——Slyboot. 
informed him that he might have a retort blown for 
him as hig as a church, and that the eat} method for 
| 5 5 „ 6 raiüng 
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raiſing the vapour by animal heat, wonld be to place 
it in the middle of an infirmary for feveriſh perlons, 
who might lie upon mattreſſes around, and in contact 
with 1t.—He had no ſooner pronounced theſe words, 
than Wagtail exclaimed in a rapture! An admira- 
bie expedient, as I hope to be ſaved ! I will poſitive. 
Jy put it in prackice.— This ſimplicity. of the phyſici- 
an furuiſhed excellent diverſion for the company, who 
in their turns, ſneered at him in ironical compliments, 
wach his vanity ſwallowed as the genuine ſentiments 
of their hearts, —Mr. Chatter, impatient of ſo long 
A lilence, now broke out, and entertained us with a 
catalogue of all the people who danced at the lat 
U-mpitcad aſſembly, with a moſt circumſtantial ac- 
count of the dreſs and ornaments of each, from the 
| lappets, of the ladies to the ſhoe-buckles of the men; 
eonciuding with telling Bragwell, that his mittrels 


liciting his company at the next occaſion of that kind. 
8 No, no, Gamine, (fad B. agwell) I have ſome- 
thing ele to mind than dangling after a parcel of 
ciduy- WEIGEa girls ;—belides, you now: my temper 1s 
ſo n1vly, that Tam apt to involve myſelf in ſcrapes, 
vaen a womnn is concerned. —The laſt time I was 
there, I bad an affair with Tom Tippet.'—* O! I re- 
member that (cried Banter) vou lugged out before 
the ladies; and I commend you for iv doing, becauſe 
you had an opportunity of ſhewing your "manhood, 
without running any riſk. — Ritk ! (ſaid the other, 


fear no riſks.— I a'n't afraid of lugging out againſt 
any man that wears a head, damme ! 'tis well known 
I have drawn blood more than once, and Joſt ſom: 
too; but what does that ſignify ?2*—The player begged 

this champion to employ him as his ſecond the next 
time he intended to kill for he wanted to fee a man 
die of a ſtab, that he might know how to act ſuch a 
part the more naturally on the ſtage.— Die! (replied 
the hero) No, by G—d ! I know better things than 


Melinda was there and ſeemed to miſs him; and ſo- 
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with a fierce countenance) d-——n my blood! 1. : 


£0 ineur the van of a Middleſex- Jury. — ſhould 


_ look | 


* 
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look upon my fencing- maſter to be an ignorant ſon of 
a b—ch, if he had not taught me to prick any part 


of my antagoniſt's body, that I pleaſe to difable.'— 
O ho! (cried Slyboot) if that be the caſe, I have a 
favour to alk : Yon muſt know I am employed to 

paint a Jeſus on the crots; and my purpoſe is to re- 


_ preſent him at that point of time, when the ſpear is 


thruſt into his tide. —Now I ſhonld be glad you would, 
in my preſence, pink ſome impertinent fellow into 
convulſions, withovt en Jangering his life, that I may 
have an opportunity of taking a good clever agony _ 

from nature: The doctor will direct you where to 

enter, and how far to go; but pray let it be as near 
the left fide as yoſſivle.” —Wagrail, who took this 
propoſal ſeriouſty, obterved, that it would be a very 


difficult matter to penetrate into the left fide of the 


thorax, without hurting the heart, and of conſequence _ 
killing the patient; but he believed it was poſſible for 
a man of a very nice hand, and exact knowledge of 


anatomy, to wound the diaphragma ſomewhere about 


the ſkirts, which might induce a ſingultus, without 


being attended with death ;—that he was ready to de- 
monttrate the inſertion of that muſcle to Mr. Brag- 
well; but deſired to have no concern with the ex- 
periment, which might eſſentially prejudice his repu- 

tation in caſe of a miſcarriage. —Bragwell was as 
much impoſed upon by the painter's waggery as the 
doctor, and declined. engaging in the affair, ſaying, 
he had a very great regard for Mr. Slyboot, but had 
laid it down as a maxim, never to fight except when 
his honour was engaged.—A thouſand jokes of this 

kind were paſſed ; the wine circulated, ſupper was 
ſerved in, we eat heartily, returned to the bottle, 
Bragwell became noiſy and troubleſome, Banter grew 
more and more ſevere, Ranter rehearſed, Slyboot made 
faces at the whole company, I ſung French catches, 
and Chatter kiſſed me with great affection; while the 
doctor with a woeful countenance, fat filent like a dif- 
ciple of Pythagoras.—At length it was propoſed by 
Bragwell, that we ſhould ſcour the hundreds, * 
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the conſtable, maul the watch, and then reel ſoberly 


to bed. 255 


While we deliberated upon this expedition, the 
waiter came into the room, and aſked for doctor Wag. 


tail; when he underſtood he was preſent, he told him, 
there was a lady below to enquire for him; at which 

the phyſician ſtarted from his melancholy contempla- 
tion, and with a look of extreme confuſion, aſſuted 


the company he could. not poſſibly be the perſon want? 


ed, for he had no connection with any lady whatever; 
and bid the drawer tell her fo.—* For ſhame ! (cried 

Banter) would you be fo impolite as to refuſe a lady 
the hearing? perhaps ſhe comes for a conſultation.— 
It muſt be ſome extraordinary atfair that brings a lady 


to a tavern at this time o'night.— Mr. Ranter, pray 


do the doctor's baiſe mains to the lady, and ſquire her 


hither.'—T he player immediately ſtaggered out, aud 


returned, leading in with much ceremony, a tall lrap- 


ping wench, whole appearance proclaimed her condi- 
tion. We received her with the utmoſt ſolemnity, and 
With a good deal of intreaty ſhe was perſuaded to fit, 


when a profound filence enfued, during which ſhe 


fixed her eyes, with a diſconſolate look, upon the doc- 


tor, who was utterly confounded at her behaviour, 
and returned her melancholy four-told ; at length af- | 
ter a good many piteous ſighs, the wiped her eyes, 


and accoſted him -thus : * What! not ene word of 
comfort? will nothing ſoften that ſtony heart of thine ? 
Not all my tears! Not all my afflictions! Not the in- 
evitable ruin thou haſt brought upon me | Where are 
thy vows, thou faithleſs, per jured man ?—Halt thou 
no honour ?—no conicience—no remorſe tor thy per- 
fidious conduct towards me [—anſwer me, wilt thou 
at laſt do me juſtice, or mult I have recourſe to heaven 
and hell for my revenge '—It poor Wagtail was 2- 
mazed before ſhe ſpoke, what mult his confuſion be 


on hearing this addreſs. His natural paleneſs chang- 


ed into a ghaſtly clay colour, his eyes rolled, his 
lip trembled, and he anſwered in an accent not to be 
deſeribed.— Upon my word, honour, and falvation.' 


madam, } 


* 
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madam, you are actually miſtaken in my perſon, — 
1 kave a moſt particular veneration for your ſex, ma- 
dam, and am actually incapable of injuring any lady 
in the ſmalleſt degree, madam,—betides, madam, to 
the beſt of my recollection, I never had the honour of 
ſeeing you before, as I hope to be ſaved, madam ?'— 
How, traitor (cried ſhe) doſt thou difown me, 
then ?— Miſtaken ! no,—too well I know that fair 
bewitching face! too well I know that falſe enchant- 
ing tongue! Alas! gentlemgn, ſince the villain com- 
pels me, by his vnkindneſs, to expoſe myſelf and him, 

know, that this betrayer, under the ſpecious pretence 
of honourable addrefies, won my heart, and taking 
advantage of his conquelt, robbed me of my virgin 
treaſure, and afterwards abandoned me to my fate !— 
Jam now tour months gone with child by him, turn— 
ed out of doors by my relations, and lett a prey to 
milery and want! Yes, thou barbarian (said ſhe, 
turning to Wagtail) thou tiger, thou ſuccubus! too 
well thou knoweſt my fituation—-but I will tear out 
thy faithleſs heart, and deliver the world from ſuch a 
monſter,” —So ſaying, the ſprang forward at the doc- 
tor, who, with incredible agility, jumped over the 
table, and got behind Bragwell, while the reſt of us 
endeavoured to appeale the furious heroine.—-Althoygh 
every body in the company affected the utmoſt ſur- 
priſe, I could eaſily perceive it was a ſcheme concert- 
ed among them, to produce diverſion at the doQtor's 
expence ; and being under no concern about the con- 
{-quence, I entered into the confederacy, and enjoyed 
the diſtreſs of Wagtail, who with tears in his eyes, 
begged the protection of the company, declaring him- 
ſelt as innocent of the crime laid to hls charge, as the 
fœtus in utero ; and hinting at the ſame time, that na- 
ture had not put it in his power to be cuilty of ſuch a 
treſpaſs—“ Nature (cried the lady) there was no na- 
ture in the caſe—he abuſed me by the help of charms 
and ſpells; elſe how 1s it poſſible, that any woman 
could have liſtened to the addreſles of ſuch a ſcare- _ 
crow: Were thoſe owliſh eyes made for ogling 3 
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that carrion complexion to be admired ; or that mouth 
like a horſe-ſhoe to be kiſſed ? No, no, you owe your 
ſucceſs to your philtres, to your drugs and incanta- 
tions; and not to your natural talents, which are in 
every reſpect mean and contemptible ?*—The doctor 
now thought he had got an opportunity of vindicating 
himſelf effectually; and deſired the complainant to 
compoſe herſelf but for half an hour, in which he 
undertook to prove the abſurdity of believing in the 
power of incantations, which were only idle dreams of 
Ignorance and ſuperſtition—He accordingly prononnc- 
_ ed a very learned diſcourſe upon the nature of Ideas, 


the powers and independence of the mind, the pro- 


perties of ſtimulating medicines, the difference be— 
tween a proneneſs to venery, which many fimples 


would create, and a paſſion limited to one object, 
which can only be the reſult of ſenſe and reflection; 


and conciuded with a pathetic remonſtrance, ſetting 


forth his unhappinets of being perſecuted with the 


relentment of a lady whom he had never injured, nor 


even ſeen before that occaſion, and whoſe faculties were, 
in all likelihood, fo much impaired by her misfor— 
tunes, that an innocent perſon was in danger of be- 


ing ruined by her diforder.—He had no fooner finiſh- 


ed his harangue, than the forlorn princeſs began her 


Jamentations afreſh, and cautioned the company againſt 


his eloquence, which, ſhe ſaid, was able to bias the 
moſt impartial bench in Chriſtendom. —Banter adviſed 


him to eſpouſe her immediately, as the only means to 
ſalve his reputation, and offered to accompany him to 


the Fleet for that purpoſe; but Slyboot propoſed that 


a father ſhould be purchaſed for the child, and a com- 


fortable alimony ſettled on the mother. Ranter pro- 


miſed to adopt the infant gratis. Wagtail was ready 
to worſhip him for his generoſity; and though he per- 


ſiſted in proteſting his innocence, condeſcended to 
every thing rather than his unblemiſhed character 
| ſhauld be called in queſtion. —The lady rejected the 


expedient, and inſiſted on matrimony. Bragwel] took 
up the cudgels for the doctor, and undertook 3 
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him of her importunity, for half a guinea; upon 
which Wagtail with great eagerneſs, pulled out his 
pur ſe and put it into the hand of his friend, who tak - 
ing half a piece out of it, gave it to the plaintiff, and 
bid her thank God for ber good fortune. When the 
had received this bountv, ſhe affected to weep, and 
begged, fince the phyſician had renounced her, he 
would at leaſt vouchſafe her a parting kiſs; this he 
was prevaiied upon to grant, with great reluctanee, 
and went up, with his uſual folemnity, to ſalute her; 
when ſhe laid hold of his cheek with her teeth, and 
held faſt, wivle he roared with anguiſh to the unſpeax - 
able diverſion of all pretent. When ſhe thought pro- 
per to releaſe him, ſhe dropped a low courteſy to the 


company and quitted the room, Jeaving the doctor in 


the utmoſt horror, not ſo much on account of the 
pain, as the apprehenſion of the conſequence of the | 
bite; for by this time, be was convinced of ber be- 
ing mad. Banter preſcribed the actual cantery, and 
put the poker in the fire to be heated, in order o 
ſear the place.— The player was of opinion that Brag- 
well ſhould {coop out the part affected with the point 
of his word; but the painter prevented both theſe 
dreadful operations, by recommending a balfam he 
had in his pocket, which never failed to cure the 
bite of a mad dog: With theſe words he pulled out 
2 ſmall bladder of black punt, with which he inſtant- 
Iv anointed not only the fore, but the greateſt part of 
the patient's face, and leſt it in a $riphtiel condition. 
In ſhort the poor creature was ſo harraſſed with 
fear and vexation, that 1 pitied him extremely, and 
{ent him home in a chair, contrary to the inclination 
of every body preſent. . 1 
This freedom of mine gave umbrage to Bragwell, 
who te ſtified his diſpleaſure, by ſwearipg a few threats, 
without making any application z which was no ſoon- 
er perceived by Slyboot, who fat by me, than with a 
view of promoting a quarrel, he whiſpered to me, 
that he thought Bragwell uſed me very mW z but every 
man was the beſt judge of bis own affairs. —t ale. 
| 5 „ | -(wered 
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ſwered aloud, that I would neither ſuffer Mr. Brag- 


well nor him to uſe me ill with impunity ; and that I 
ſtood in no need of his counſe] in regard to the regu- 
lation of my conduct. — He thought proper to aſk a 
thouſand pardons, and aſſured me, he meant no of- 
fence; while Bragwell feigned himſelf aſleep, that he 
might not be obliged to take notice of what paſſed. 
But the player, who had more auimal ſpirits, and leſs 
Prudence than Slyboot, unwilling to let the affair reſt, 
_ Where he had dropt it, jogged Mr, Bragwell, and 
toi him ſoftly, that I called him names, and threaten- 

ed to cudgel him. —This I underſtood by his ſtarting 


up and crying, © Blood and wounds! you lie. No 


man durit treat me fo ignominiouſly. Mr. Random, 
did you call me names, and threaten to drub me 7? 
I denicd the imputation, and propoſed to puniſh the 
ſcoundrel, who endeavoured to foment diſturbance in 
the company-; Pragwell ſignified his approbation, and 
| drew his ſword ; 1 did the fame, and accoſted the ac- 


tor in theſe words, * Lookee, Mr. Ranter, I know 


you potlteis all the mimickry and miſchievous qualities 
ot an upe, becauſe I have obſerved you put them all 
in practice more than once to-night, on me and 
others; now I want to fee if you rejiemble one in nim- 
blenels allo; therefore 1 defire you to leap over this 
ſword without heſitation ;“ ſo ſaying, I held it paral- 
lel to the horizon, at the diſtance of about three feet 
"from the floor, and called, * Once—twice—thrice, 


and away; but inſtead of complying with my com- 


mands, he ſnatched his hat and hanger, and aſſuming 
the looks, ſwagger, and phraſe of Piſtol, burſt out 

into the following exclamation, * Ha! muſt I then 
perform inglorious prank, of Sylvan ape in mountain 
foreſt caught ! Death rock me aſleep, abridge my dole- 
ful days, and lay my head in fury's lap Have we not 
Hieren here ?*—This buffoonery did not anſwer his 
_ expectation, for by this time the company was bent 


on ſceing him in a new character. Mr. Banter deſired 


me to hoid my ſword a foot or two higher, that he 
might have the better opportunity of exerting er 


A 
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The painter told him, if he performed well, he 
would recommend lim as a vaulter to the proprietors 
of Sadler's Wells; and Bragwell crying, Leap for 
the king, applied the point of his ſword to the play- 
er's poſteriors, with ſuch ſucceſs, that he ſprang over 
in a trice, and finding the door unguarded, vaniſhed 
in a twinkling; glad, no doubt, of having paid his 
ſhare of the reckoning ſo eaſily. e 

It being now near two o'clock in the morning, w 
diſcharged the bill, and ſallied out into the ſtreet.— 


The painter ſflunk away without taking his leave. — 
Billy Chatter being unable to ſpeak or ſtand, was ſent 


to 2 Bagnio; and Banter and I accompanied Brag- 
well to Moll King's coffee-houſe, where after he had 
kicked half a dozen hungry whores, we left him a- 
fleep on a bench, and directed our courſe towards 
Charing-Croſs, near which place both he and I lodged. 

The natural dryneſs of my companion being over- 


come by liquor, he honoured me by the way with ma- 
ny compliments and profeſſions of friendſhip, for 
which I made fuitable acknowledgments and told him, 


I thought myſelf happy in having, by my behaviour, 
removed the unfavourable opinion he entertained of 
me at firſt fight. He was ſurprized at this declaration, 
and begged me to explain myſelf: Upon which I 
mentioned what I had over-heard him ſay of me to 
Wagtail, in the coffee-houſe.— He laughed, and made 
an apology 4or kis freedom, aſſuring me, that my ap- 
pearance had very much prepoſſeſſed him in my fa- 
vour; and what he ſaid, was only intended as a joke 


on the doctor's ſolemnity.—I was highly pleaſed * 


being undeceived in this particular, and not a little 
proud of the good opinion of this wit, who ſhook me 


by the hard ar parting, and promiſed to meet me next 


day at the ordinary. 


* IS, SEED «7 
__ — — 
47-2 — * as 


na we 5A om 


— Ip 
5 — 
ESE 


n 

> - 

5 — Io _—_ 
EST 
. 

* A 
8 = ONT 


— LC 17 oe 


— P 


F: 
3 
|} 
| 

: 
I? 


9% THE ADVENTURES OF 
- S H A F. NI. 


rap communicates to me a conqueſi he had made on a 
chandler's widow finds himſelf miſerably miftg. 
ken—I go to an ofera—admire Melinda—am cau. 

tioned by Banter go io the Aſſembly at Hampſtead 
—dance with that young lady—receave an injo- 
lent meſſage from Bragavell, whoſe mettle is ſoon 
cooled—am in favour with my miſtreſs, whom J 
T1/it next day ; and am bubbled out of eighteen 
guineas at cards—Strap triumphs at my ſucceſs, 
but is aflomſhed at my expence—Bc.'ter comes to 
my lodging, is very ſarcaſtical at my expence, and 
borrows five guineas from me as a proof of his 


Friendſhip. 


0 N morning before T got up, Strap came into 


my chamber, and finding me awake, hemmed ſe— 


veral times, ſcratched his head, caſt his eyes upon 
the ground, and with a very fooliſh kind of a ſimper 
on his face, let me know he had ſomething to comnuu- 


nicate.— By your countenance, (ſaid 1) I expect to 


hear good tidings.'—* Indifferent (replied he, titter- 


ing) that is, thereafter as it ſhall be.—You muſt 
know, I have ſome thoughts of altering my conditi- 
on.'—* What! (cried I, aſtoniſhed) a matrimonial 


ſcheme! O rare Strap ! thou haſt got the heels of me 


at lalt.'—N*—no leſs, I'll aſſure you (ſaid he, burtt- 
ing into a laugh of felt approbation) a tallow- chan- 
dler's widow, that lives hard by, has taken a liking 


to me, —A. fine jolly dame, as plump as a partrige. 


she has a well furniſhed houſe, a britk trade, and 
a good deal of the ready.—I may have her for thc 


aſking. She told a friend of mine a brother footmen, 
that the would take me out of a Kinking clout. —But 
J refuſed to give my final anſwer, till I knew your 
opinion of the matter.'*—I congratulated Monheur 
d'Eftrapes upon his conqueſt, and approved of the 


ſcheme, provided he could be aſſured of theſe circum- 


ſtances 
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thing ! 
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fances of her fortune: but adviſed him to do no- 
thing raſhiy, and give me an opportunity of feeing 
the lady before matters thould be brought to a con- 
dufion,—Be aſſured me he would do nothing without 
my conſent and approbation, and that very morning 
while I was at breakfaſt, introduced his mamorata to 
my acquaimiance,—dhe was a ſhort thick woman, a- 
bout the age of thirty-lix, and had a particular pro- 
minence of belly, which I perceived at firſt fight, not 
without ſome ſuſpicion of foul play,-—I deſned her, 
however, to fit, and treated her with a diſh of tea; 
the diſcourſe turning on the good qualities of Strap, 
whcm I repreſented as a prodigy of ſobriety, induſtry 
and virtue. — When ſhe took her leave, he followed 
her to the door, and returned licking his lips, and 
aſking if I did not think ſhe was a lulcious creature. 
made no myſtery of my apprehention, but declar- 
ed my ſentiments of her without reſerve; at which 
he was not ſurprized, telling me he had obſerved the 
ſme ſymptom, but was informed by his friend that 
fie was Only liver grown, and would in a few months 
be as ſmall in the waiſt as ever,—* Yes, (ſaid I) a 
few weeks, I believe will do the buſineſs. —In ſhort, 
Strap, it is my opinion, that you are egregioutly im- 
poled upon; and that this friend is no other than a 
raſcal who wants to palm his trull upon you for a wife, 
that he may at once deliver himſelf from the importu- 
nities of the mother, and the expence of her bantling; 
tor which reaſon I would not have you truft implicitly- 
to the report he makes of her wealth, which is mcon- 
litent with his behaviour; nor run your head preci- 


pitately into a nooſe, that you may afterwards wiſh _ 


exchanged for the hangman's.*—He ſeemed very much 
lartled at my inſinuation, and promiſed to look twice 
before he lezped ; ſaying with ſcme heat, © Odd, if I 
ind his intention is to betray me, we ſhall fee which 
of us is the beiter man. My prediction was verified 
in leſs than a fortnigbt; her great belly producing an 
infant, to the unſpeakable amazement of Strap, who 
vas, before this happened, inclinable to believe I bad 
„ e refined 


Ing at the ſame time, that the was a reigning toaſt 
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retined a little too much in my penetration. His fact die 
triend diſappeared, and in a few days after, an exe portu 
cution was iſſued againſt her goods and houthold-fur ace 
niture, which were ſeized by the creditors. and tha 
Mean while I met with my friend Banter at the orH Vie, | 
nary, and in the evening went to the opera with hinf6nce V 
and Mr. Chatter, who pointed out Melinda in one Has de 
the boxes, and offered to introduce me to her, obſerr dcm 
| quaintc 

worth ten thouſand pounds. — This piece of informa withou 
tion made my heart bound with joy, and I diſcovered nan te 
great cagernels to accept the propoſal : upon which Hs to o 
aſſured me I ſhould dance with her at the next aflemMWeotous 
bly, it he had any influence in that quarter; ſo ſaying ve no 
he went round, ſpoke to her ſome minutes, and, as Mina 
imagined, pointed at me; then returning, told me to wond: 


my inexpreſſible pleaſure, that I might depend upo; libert! 
What he had promiſed, for ſhe was now engaged zu enn 
my partner, —Banter, in a whiſper, gave me to under WMWjpvt! 


ſtand that ſhe was an incorrigible coquette, who would _ 
grant the ſame favour to any young fellow in England Hrfuſe 
of a tolerable appearance, meerly to engage him among to.! 
the herd of her admirers: that ſhe might have the plea4 ſhe w 


ure of ſeeing them inereaſe daily ;—that ſhe was of Wi f 


cold inſenſible diſpoſition, dead to every paſſion but this 


Vanity, and ſo blind to merit, that he would lay any the 1 
Wager, the wealthieſt fool would carry her at lat. Q baro 
attributed a good deal of this intelligence to the fat bitt 


rical turn of my friend, or reſentment, for having him ber 


ſelf ſuffered a rebuff from the lady in queſtion; and at rag 


any rate truſted fo much to my own accompliſhments Wy: 
as to believe no woman could reſiſt the ardor of my 


addreſſes. | 3 abb! 
Full of this confidence, I repaired to Hampſtead, in duf 


company with Billy Chatter, my Lord Hobble, an 7 len 
doctor Wagtail.— Here I ſaw a very brilliant aſfembly un 
before whom I had the honour to walk a minuet with bo 


Melinda, who charmed me with her frank manner op 
receiving me, and eaſineſs of behaviour. —Betore the ts 


country dances began, I received a meſſage by a per I” 
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bn did not know, from Bragwell, who was preſent, 
importing, that nobody who Knew him, preſumed to 


0. ance with Melinda, while he was there in perſon; 

and that 1 would do well to relinquiſh her without 
eie, becauſe he had a mind to lead up a country 
hin (ance with her. This extraordinary intimation, which 


ws delivered in the lady's hearing, did not at all 
diſcompoſe me, who by this time was pretty well ac- 
quainted with the character of my rival. I therefore, 

without the leaſt ſymptom of concern, bid the gentle- 


ma 
ed nan tel! Mr. Bragwell, that while J was fo happy 
es to obtain the lady's content, I ſhould not be ich- 


atous about his; and deiired the bearer himſelf to bring 
ne no ſuch impertinent meſſages for the future. Me- 
Inda affected a fort of contuſion, and pretended to 
vonder that Mr. Bragwell ſhould give himſelf ſuch 
liberties, with regard to her, who had no manner of 
tennection with the fellow. I laid hold of this op- 


er Mportunity to diſplay my valour, and offered to call 
ul üm to account for his inſolence, which ſhe abfolntely 
nd MM ofuſed, under pretence of conſulting my ſafety ; 


to! I could perceive by the ſparkling of her eyes, that | 


on 
ea fie would not have thought herſelf aftronted in being 
e ſubject of a duel. I was by no means pleaſed with 


this diſcovery of her thoughts, which not only argued 
the moſt unjuſtifiable vanity, but likewiſe the molt bar- 
hirous indifference 3 however, I was allured by her 
fortune, and reſolved to gratify her pride, in making 
ker the occaſion of a public quarrel] between me and 
Bragwell, who, I was pretty certain, would never 
live matters to a dangerous extremity. _ | 
While we danced together, I obſerved this formi- 
able rival at one end of the room, encircled with a 
duſter of beaux, to whom he talked with great ve- 
jemence, caſting many big looks at me, from time to 
ime: J gueſſed the ſubject of his diſcourſe, and as 
bon as I had handed my partner to her ſeat, ſtrutted 
wp to the place where he ſtood, and cocking my hat in 
lis face, demanded aloud, if he had any thing to fay 
b me. He anſwered with a fullen tone, Nothing, 
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at preſent, Sir, and turned about upon his heel._ 
„Well, (ſaid I) you know where I am to be found 


at any time. — His companions ſtared at one another, 


and I returned to the lady, whoſe features brighteneq 
at my approach, and immediately a whiſper ran thro 


the whole room; after which, ſo many eyes were 


turned upon me, that I was ready to ſink with con. 
fuſion, —When the ball broke up, I led her to her 
coach, and like a true French gallant, would have got 
up behind it, in order to protect her from violence on 
the road; but ſhe abſolutely refuſed my offer, and ex. 
preſſed her concern that there was not an empty ſeat 
for me within it. e Sb 
Next day in the afternoon, I waited on her at her 
lodgings, by permiſſion, in company with Chatter, 


and was very civilly received by her mother, with 


whom ſhe lived; — there were a good many faſhionable 


people preſent, chiefly young fellows, and immediately 
after tea, a couple of card tables were ſet, at one of | 


which I had the honour to play with Melinda, who in 
leſs than three hours made ſhift to plunder me of eight 


guineas.—I was well enough content to loſe a little | 


money with a good grace, that I might have an oppor- 


tunity to ſay ſoft things in the mean time, which are 
ſtill more welcome, when attended with good luck; 
but I was by no means ſatisfied with her fair play, a | 
.. circumſtance that ſhocked me not a little, and greatly 
impaired my opinion of her diſintereſtedneſs and deli- | 
cacy.— However, I was reſolved to profit by this be- 
haviour, and treat her in my turn with leſs ceremony; 
accordingly, I laid cloſe ſiege to her, and finding her 
not at all diſguſted with the groſs incenſe I oftered, that | 
very night made a declaration of love in plain terms, 
che received my addreſſes with great gaiety, and 
pretended to- laugh them off, but at the ſame time 
treated me with ſuch particular complaceney, that! 
was perſuaded I had made a conqueſt of her heart, 
and concluded myſelf the happieſt man alive, —Elevated 


with theſe flattering ideas, I fat down again to cards, 


after | 
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after ſupper, and with great chearfulneſs ſuffered my- 
elf to be cheated of ten guineas more. ; 

It was late before I took my leave, after being fa- 
voured with a general invitation; and when I got into 
hed, the adventures of the day hindered me from ſleep— 
ing,—Sometimes I plealed mylelf with the hopes of 
poſſeſſing a fine woman with ten thouſand pounds; 
then I would ruminate on the character I had heard of 
her from Banter, and compare it with the circumſtances 
of her eonduct towards me, which ſeemed to bear too 
great a reſemblance to the picture he had drawn. — 
This introduced a melancholy reflection on the expence 
I had undergone, and the ſmallneſs of my funds to 
ſupport it, which, by the bye, were none of my own. 
-In ſhort, I found myſelf involved in doubts and per- 
e that kept me awake the greateſt part of the 
Tn the morning, Strap, with whom I had not con- 
rerſed theſe two days, preſented himſelf with the 
utenſils for ſhaving me; upon which, I aſked his opi- 
nion of the lady whom he had feen me conduct to her 
coach at Hampſtead. —* Odd ! ſhe's a delicious crea- 
ture (cried he) and, as I am informed, a great fortune. 
am ſorry you did not inſiſt on going home with her, 
dare ſay, ſhe would not have refuſed your com- 
pany ; for ſhe ſeems to be a good humoured fſoul.'— 
There's a time for all things (ſaid I.) You muſt 
know, Strap, I was in company with her til] one 
o'clock this morning.”—I had no ſooner pronounced 
theſe words, than he began to caper about the room, 
and ſnap his fingers, crying in a tranſport, * The 
day's our own !—the day's our own !' I gave him to 
underſtand that his triumph was a little premature, 
and that J had more difficulties to ſurmount than he 
was aware of; then I recounted to him the intelligence 
| had received from Banter. At which he changed 
colour, ſhook his head, and obſerved there was no faith 
n woman.—T told him, I was reſolved to make a bold 
puſh notwithſtanding, although I foreſaw it would lead 
ne into a great expence ; and bid him guels the ow 1 
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had loſt laſt night at cards.—He ſcratched his chin, mat 


and profeſſed his abhorrence of cards, the very name £00 
of which being mentioned made him fweat with vez. WM ft 
ation, as it recalled the money-dropper to his remem— othe 
brance; But, however, (ſaid he) you have to do V 
with other guets people no. — Why, I ſuppoſe, if you my 
had a bad run laſt night, you would ſcarce come off vii 
for leſs than ten or twelve ſhillings.— I was mortified at prec 
this piece of ſimplicity, which I imagined, at that time, OT 
was all affected, by way of reprimand for my folly ; a fc 
and aſked with ſome heat, if he thought I had tpn =_ 
the evening in a cellar with chaumen and bunters ; Wl 
giving him to know, at the ſame time, that my expence 0 
amounted to eighteen guineas.—It would require the | mak 
pencil of Hogarth to expreſs the aſtoniſhment and con- wiſl 
cern of Strap, on hearing this piece of news; the ba- Har 
ſon in which he was preparing the lather for my chin, bu 


dropped out of his hands, and he remained ſome time ltu: 


immoveable in that ludicrous attitude, with his mouth | have 
open, and his eyes thruſt forward confiderably beyond MI 7?" 


their ſtation; but remembering my diſpoſition, which M ©? 


was touchy and impatient of controul, he ſmothered MI © * 
his chagrin, and attempted to recollect himſelf.— With ot 5 
this view he endeavoured to laugh, but in ſpite of his Je 


teeth, broke out into a whimper, took up his waſh- ue 


ball and pewter pot, ſcrubbed my beard with the one, os 
and diſcharged the other upon my face.—-I took nv 


notice of his confuſion, but after he had fully recco-} uke 
vered himſelf, put him in mind of his right, and 4. look 
tured him of my readineſs to ſurrender his effects when- MI 7 
ever he ſhould think proper to demand them. —He was © * 
nettled at my inſinuation, which he thought proceeded? « 
from my diſtruſt of his friendſhip ; and begged I would8 any 
never talk to him in that ſtrain agoin unleſs I d af. 
mind to break his heart. . | bur 
This good creature's unalterable friendſhip for me, ea. 
affected me in the moſt gratęful ſentiments, and act: 5 { 
as a ſpur to my reſolution of acquiring a ort ne, ta 2 
I might ha it in my power to manife!t ry g<acrofit fre 


in my tur!1.—Por this purpoſe, L d:termined to bring 
5 2 „ | | maite:'s 
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matters to .a ſpeedy concluſion with Melinda; well 
knowing that a few ſuck nights as the laſt, would ef- 
fectually incapacitate me from proſecuting that, or any 
other ad. antageous amour. 5 . 

While my meditation was buſied in planning out 
my future conduct, Mr. Banter favoured me with a 
riſit; and after breakfaſt, aſked how I had paſſed the 
preceding evening—L anſwered, I was very agreeably 
entertained at a private houſe. —* Yes, (ſaid he, with 


: a ſarcaſtic ſmile) you deſerved ſomething extraordi- 
: nary for the price you paid.'—I was ſurprized at his 
MW remark, and pretended ignorance of his meaning,— 
Come, come, Random, (continued he) you need not 
„make a myſtery of it to me, the whole town has it.—I 
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with that fooliſh affair between you and Bragwell at 
„ Hampitead had been leſs publick.—It has ſet all the 
buſy bodies at work to find out your real character and 
lituation 3 and you cannot imagine what conjectures 
have already circulated at your expence: One ſuſpe&s 
yon to be a Jeſuit in diſguiſs; another thinks you are 
an agent from the Pretender; a third believes you to be 
an upſtart gameſter, becauſe no body Knows any thing 
of your family or fortune ; a fourth is of opinion, that 
you are an Iriſh fortune-hunter.'—This laſt hypotheſis 
touched me ſo near, that to conceal my confuſion, L 
was Fain to interrupt his detail, and damn the world 
for an envious meddling community, that would not 
ſuffer a gentleman to live without moleſtation. He 
took no notice of this apoſtrophe, but went on. For 
my own part I neither know nor deſire to know, who, 
or what you are; this I am certain of, that few peo- 
ple make a myſtery of their origin and ſituation, who 
can boaſt of any thing advantageous in either ;-—and 
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my own opinion of the matter 1s, that you have raiſed _ x 

A jourſelt by your induftry, from nothing to the ap- | 

me, I bearance you now maintain, ant! which you endeavour . 1 

£4 ſupport by fome matrimonia] ſcheme. — Here he \ 

at ixed his eyes ſteadfaſtly upon me, and perceiving my Wn 

oft face covered with bluſhes, told me, now he was con- 
ing frmed in his opinion ;—* * Random, (ſaid he) 


altert | TY 0 | | I have 
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I have divined your plan, and am confident it will ne. 
ver ſucceed—You are too honeſt and too ignorant of 
the town, to practiſe the neceſſary cheats of your pro- 


feſſion, and detect the conſpiracies that will be formed 


againſt you—Belides, you are downright baſhful—— 


What the devil! ſet up for a fortune-hunter, before you 


have conquered the ſenſe of ſhame !-—Perharps you are 


entitled by your merit, and I believe you are, to a 


richer and better wite than Melinda; but take my 
word for it, ſhe is not to be won at that rate ;—or, if 
you are ſo lucky, as to carry her, between you and me, 
you may ſay, as Teague did, By my foul, I have gained 
a loſs! She would take care to ſpend her own fortune 
in a twinkling, and foon make you ſick of her extra- 


_ vagance.'—I was alarmed by his diſcourſe, while I r«- 


ſented the freedom of it, and expreſied my diſguſt, by 


telling him, he was miſtaken in my intentions, an 
deſired he would give me leave to regulate my conduct 
according to the dictates of my own reaſon. —He made 
an apology for the liberty he had taken, and aſcribed 

it to the warmth of his friendſhip for me; as an un- 
common inſtance of which he borrowed five guineas, 
aſſuring me, there were very few people in the world 
whom he would fo far favour with his confidence--l 


gave him the money, and profeſſed myſelf fo well con- 
vinced of his ſincerity, that he had no occaſion to put 


It to ſuch extraordinary proofs for the future—+ I 
thought (ſaid he) to have aſked five pieces more, but 


hearing you were bubbled of eighteen laſt night, I pre- 


ſumed you might be out of caſh, and reſolved to mo— 
del my demand accordingly.” I could not help admir- 
ing the cavalier behaviour of this ſpatk, of whom 1 
deſired to know his reajon for faying T was bubbled, 


-hereupon he gave me to underſtand, that before 


he came to my lodgings he had beat up Tom Toſsle, 


who having been preſent, informed him of the parti- 


culars, rehearſed all the fine things I faid to Melinda, 
With which he propoſed to entertain the town ; and 
among other circumſtances, aſſured him, wy miſtreſs 


cheated 


es Ws. 


vice could have been impoſed upon. 


The thoughts of becoming a ſubj 
coxcombs, and loſing my money to beot, ſtung me to 


the quick; but I made a virtue of my indignation, and 
{wore that no man ſhould with impunity, either aſ- 


perſe the character of Melinda, or turn my behaviour 
into ridicule, He replied in a dry manner, that I 
would find it an Herculean taſk to chaſtiſe every bedy 


who ſhould laugh at my expence; and as for the cha- 
rafter of Melinda, he did not ſee how it could ſuffer 

by what was laid to her charge; for that cheating at 
cards, ſo far from being reckoned a blemiſh among 


people of faſhion, was looked upon as an honourable 


indication of ſuperior genius and addrefs,—* But let 
us wave this ſubject (ſaid he) and go to the coffee-houſe, 


in order to make a party for dinner. 


Ve repair to the coffee-houſe, where we over-hear a 
curious dijpute between Nagtail and Medlar, which 
is referred to our deciſion—the doctor gives us an 
account of his experiment—Medlar is roaſted by 


by 


Banter, at the ordinary—the old gentleman 
to me. 2 


DIN as willing to drop the theme, as he to 


propoſe it, I accompanied him thither, where we 


found Mr. Medlar aad Doctor Wagtail, yer we. | 


upon the word Cuſtard, which the phyſician affirmed 


ſhould be ſpelled with a G, becauſe it was derived from 


the Latin verb guffare, © to taſte.” But Medlar plea- 


ded cuſtom in behalf of C, obſerving, that by the 


doctor's rule, we ought to change pudding into bud- 
ding, becauſe it is derived from the French word bou- 
ain; and in that caſe, why not retain the original or- 


thography and pronunciation of all the foreign words 


we have adopted; by which means, our language 


would becoine a diſſonant jargon without ſtandard or 


G 2 | propriety, 
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cheated with ſo little art, that no body but a meer no- 


ect of raillery for 
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100 THE ADVENTURES OF 
propriety. The controverſy was referred to us; and 
Banter, notwithſtanding his real opinion to the con- 
trary, decided in favour of Wagtail : Upon which the 


peeviſh annuitant aroſe, and uttering the monolyll- 
ble, pi/Þ/ with great emphaſis, removed to another 
table. LO | 5 : 

We then enquired of the doctor, what progreſs he 


had made in the experiment of diſtilling tinder-water ; 


and he told us, he had been at all the glaſs houſes a- 
bout town, but could find nobody who would under- 


take to blow a retort large enough to hold the third | 


part of the quantity preſcribed ; but he intended to try 
the proceſs on as much as would produce five drops, 
which would be futhcient to prove the ſpecific, and 


then he would make it a parliamentary affair ; —that 

he had already purchaſed a conſiderable weight of rage, 
in reducing of which to tinder, he had met with a mis- 
fortune which had obliged him to change his lodgings : 
For he had gathered them in a heap on the floor, and 
Net fire to them with a candle, on the ſuppoſition tha 
the board would ſuſtain no damage, becauſe it is the 
nature of flame to aſcend ; but by ſome very extraor- 
dinary accident, the wood was invaded, and began to 


blaze with great violence, which diſordered him ſo 


much, that he had not preſence of mind enough ta 
call for aſtiitance, and the whole houſe muſt have been 
conſumed with him in the midſt of it, had not the 
ſmoke that rolled out of the windows in clouds alarm- 
ed the neighbourhood, and brought people to his ſuc- 


cour.— That he had Joſt a pair of black velvet breeches 
and a tye-wig in the hurry, beſides the expence of the 


rags, which were rendered uſeleſs by the water uſed to 
quench the flame, and the damage of the floor, which 
he was compelled to repair, — That his landlord be- 


lieving him diſtracted, had inſiſted on his quitting his 


paved yard for preparing his tinder : So that he hoped 


in a very ſhort time to reap the fruits of his labour. 


Alter 


apartment at a minute s warning, which put him to in- 
_ exedible inconvenience; but now he was ſettled in a 
very comfortable houſe, and had the uſe of a large | 


8 pp DÞ| ""Yy anche © 


8 WS 


After having congratulated the doctor on his proſ- 


ect, and read the papers, we repaired to an auction 


of pictures, where ve entertained ourſelyes an hour or 
two; from thence we adjourned to the Mall, and after 


two or three turns, went back to dinner, Banter affur- 
ing us, that he intended to roaſt Medlar, at the or- 
dinary ; and indeed we were no ſooner ſet, than this 


Cynick began to execute his purpoſe, by telling the 
old Gentleman he looked extremely well, confidering 
the little ſleep he had enjoyed laſt night. To this 
compliment Medlar made no reply, but by a ſtare, 
accompanied with a ſignitcant grin z—and Banter went 
on thus: I don't know whether moſt to admire the 


charity of your mind, or the vigour of your body,— _ 
upon my foul, Mr. Medlar, you do generous things 
with the beſt taſte of any mad I know! You extend 
your compaſllion to rea] objects, and exact only ſuch 
returns as they are capable of making.—You muſt 


know, gentlemen, (ſaid he, turning to the company) I 


had been up moſt part of the night with a friend who 
is bad of a fever, and on my return home this morn- 


ing, I chance to pais by a gin-thop,. ſtill open, whence 


iſſued a confuſed noiſe of mirth and jollity: | Upon whieh _ 


I popped in my head, and perceived Mr. Medlar danc- 
ing bare-headed in the nudit of ten or twenty ragged, 


bunters; who rejoiced at his expence. But, indeed 


Mr. Medlar, you ought not to ſacrifice your conſtitu— 
tion to your benevolence.—Conſider you grow old 
apace, and therefore ought to have a reverend care of 
your health, which mult certainly be very much im- 
paired by theſe nocturnal expeditions, — The telty ſe- 
nior could no longer contain himſelf, but cried haſtily, 


Tis well known that your tongue is no ſlander.'— 


I think (faid the other) you might ſpare that obſer- 


vation, as you are very ſenſible that my tongue has 
done ycu ſignal ſervice on many occaſions. —You may 


remember that when you made addreffes to the fat 


widow, who kept a publick-houſe at Iſlington, there 


was a report ſpread very much to the prejudice of your 


manhood ; which coming to the ears of your miſtreſs, 
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10% THE ADVENTURES OF 
you were diſcarded immediately; and I brought mat- 
ters to a reconciliation, by aſſuring her you had three 
baſtards at nurſe in the country : How you ruined your 
__ own affair afterwards, it is neither my buſineſs nor in- 

clination to relate. This anecdote, which had no 
other foundation than in Banter's own invention, af. 
forded a good deal of mirth to every body preſent, 


and provoked Mr. Medlar beyond all ſufferance ; ſo 


that he ſtarted up in a mighty paſſion, and forgetting 
that his mouth was full, beſpattered thoſe who ſat nc! 
him, while he diſcharged his indignation in a volley of 
oaths, and called Banter infignificant puppy, imper- 
tinent jackanapſe, and an hundred ſuch appellations ; 
telling the company, he had invented theſe falſe mali. 
cious aſperſions, becauſe he would not lend him mo- 


ney to ſquander away upon rooks and whores.—* A 


very likely tory, (ſaid Banter) that I ſhould attempt to 


borrow money of a man who is obliged to practiſe a 


_ thouſand ſhifts to make his weekly allowance hold out 
till Saturday night. Sometimes he ſleeps four and 


twenty hours at a ſtretch, by which means he fave: 
three meals beſides coffee-houſe expence—Sometimes 

he is fain to put up with bread and cheeſe and ſmall 
beer for dinner; and ſometimes he regales on two pen- 
ny-worth of ox-cheek, in a cellar.— Vou are a lying 
mifcreant (cried Medlar, in an extacy of rage) ] can 

always command money enough to pay your tay!or's 


bill, which I am ſure is no trifle; and I have a good 


mind to give you a convincing proof of my circum- 
| Kances by proſecuting you for defamation, firrah.'— 


By this time the violence of his wrath had deprived 


him of his appetite, and he fat filent, unable to 1wal- 
low one mouthful, while his tormenter enjoyed bis 
mortification, and increaſed his chagrin, by adviſing 
him to lay in plentifully for his next day's fait. 


Dinner being ended, we came down ſtairs to the | 


coffee - room, and Banter went away to keep an ap- 
pointment, ſaying he ſuppoſed he ſhould ſee Wagrtii) 
and me in the evening at the Bedford coffee-houie.— 
He was no ſooner gone, than the old gentleman took 

: 8 | NE me 
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me aſide, and ſaid he was ſorry to ſee me ſo intimate 


with that fellow, who was one of the moſt graceleſs 
rakes ahout town, and had already waſted a good eſtate 


and conſtitution upon harlots--that he had been the 


ruin of many a young man, by introducing them into 


debauched company, and fetting a lewd example ef all 
manner of wickedneſs; and that, unleſs I was on my 
guard, he would ſtrip me in a ſhort time, both of my 
money and reputation. 
mation, and promiſed to conduct myſelf. accordingly, 
| wiſhing, however, his caution had been a few hows 
| more early, by which means I might have faved five 
guineas. Notwithſtanding this intelligence, 1 Was 
inclinable to impute ſome part of the charge to Med- 
Jar's revenge for the liberties taken with him at din- 
ner; and ” refore, as ſoon as I could diſengage my- 
ſelf, applied to Wagtail for his opinion of the charac- 
ter in queſtion ; reſolved to compare their accounts, 


allowing for the prejudice of each, and form my 1 4 do- | 
ment upon both without adhering ſtrictly to either. 


—The doctor aſſured me that he was a very pretty 
gentleman, of family and fortune; a ſcholar, a wit, a 


critic, and perfectly well acquainted with the town „ 


that his honour and courage were n d 
though ſome extravagancies he had been guilty of, 
and his talent for ſatyr, had procured him enemies, 
and made ſome people ſhy of his acquaintance. 
From theſe different ſketches, I concluded that Banter 
was a young fellow of ſome parts, who had ſpent his 


fortune but retained his appetites, and fallen out with 


the world becanſe he could not enjoy it to his wiſh. 
I went to the Bedford coffee-houſe in the evening, 


where I met my friends, from thence proceeded to the 


play, and afterwards carried them home to my Jodg- 


ings, where we Topped. with great Harmony. — ſatis- 


faction. 


L thanked him for his infor- 
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CHAP, XUE 


I receive a challenge—the conſequences of it—the quay. 
rel being made up, I am put in arreſt, by the care 
and ajjeflion of Strap—but immediately releaſed u. 
on exflaining my affair ——the behaviour of Mr, 

O Regan and his two friend viſit Melinda, 

a m I divert with an account of the duel—-T pro- 
foie marriage—ſhe refers the matter to her mother, 
of hom I make a ſolemn demand of her daughter 
he old lady's behawiaur—I am diſcarded, reſent 
their diſdain. | 8 


* 7 HEN I was ready to go abroad next day Strap 
VF Y brought me a letter, directed To Mr. Random, 

Eſq; Theſe—— Which, upon opening, I found con- 

tained a challenge, couched in theſe very extraordinary 

terms: | | 9 


„„ 8 ä e . 

* Hereas I am informed that you make love to 
= ; Miſs Melinda Gooſetrap. This is to let you 
know, that ſhe is under promiſe of marriage to me; 
and that I am at this preſent waiting, at the back 
of Montague-houſe, with a pair of good piſtols in 
my hand, and if you will keep your appointment I 


will make your tongue confeſs (after the breath is 


out of your body) that you do not deſerve her as well 
as | 25 „ J 
jVVVVT 

„ © Rourk O Regan.“ 


I., gueſſed from the ſtile and ſubſcription of this bille t 

that my rival was a true Mileſian, and was not a lit- 
tle uneaſy at the contents, eſpecially that part, where 
he aſſerts his right to my miſtreſs by promiſe, a cir- 
cumſtance I did not know how 10 reconcile to her pe- 


netration.— However, this was no time for me to de- 


cline the invitation, becauſe the ſucceſs of my addreſſes 


9 —_ 
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might in a great meaſure depend upon my behaviour in 
that affair. 1 therefore immediately loaded my 
piſtols, and betook myſelf in a hackney- coach to the 
place appointed, where I found a tail raw-boned man, 
with a hard featured countenance, and black buſhy 


heard, walking by himlelf, wrapped up in a ſhabby 


great coat, over which his own hair deſcended in a 


ſcathern queue from his head, that was covered with a 
erealy hat trimmed with a tarniſhed joint a* eſfagn. _ 
He no ſooner perceived me advancing, than without 
any preamble, he pulled a piſtol from his boſom, and 


preſenting at me, ſnapt it. Alarmed at this rude ſalu— 
tation, I made a ftand, and before he could adjuſt 
his other piece, fired one of mine at him, without 
doing any damage. By this time he was ready with 


his ſecond, that flaſhed in the pan without going off; 
Upon which he called, with a true 'Tipperary cadence, _ 
Fire away, honey, —and began to hammer his flint 
with great deliberation—But I was reſolved to make 
uſe of the advantage Fortune had given me; and there- 
fore ſtept up, without throwing away my fire, deſiring 
him to aſk his life, or prepare for another world; 
but this ſtout Hibernian refuſed to condeſcend, and 
complained bitterly of my having quitted my ground 


before he could return my ſhot, ſaying, I ouglit to go 
back to my ſtation, and let him have an equal chance 


with me. — I endeavoured to perſuade him that I had 


given him a double chance already; and it was my buſi- 
nels to prevent him from enjoying a thi! ; — but now, 


ſince I had an opportunity, I demanded a parley, and 
deſired to know his condition, and reaſon for calling 


me to the field, who, to the beſt of my remembrance, 
io far from having done him an injury, had never be- 
fore ſeen him.—He told me, that he was a gentleman 
of fortune, who had ſpent all he had, and hearing 
that Melinda had got ten thouſand pounds, he intend- 
ed to make himſelf maſter of that ſum by eſpouſing her, 
and was determined in an honourable way, to cut the 
throats of all thoſe who ſtood between him and his 
hopes.—I then demanded to know the foundation 


of 
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166 THE ADVENTURES OF | 
of his hopes; and now that I had ſeen him, bei 


gave me to underſtand that he truſted entirely to 


bg 
more and more aſtoniſhed at the circumſtance of the 
Promiſe, defired he would explain that myſtery :-—He 


his. 


birth and perſonal merit: that he had frequently wrote 
to Melinda, ſetting forth his claim and pretenſtons, 


but ſhe was never kind enough to ſend an anſwer, 
even to admit him into her preſence ; and that 
promiſe he menticaed in his letter, was made by 


or 
the 
his 


friend Mr. Gaghagan, who aſſured him, that no wo- 


man could reſiſt a man of his appearance l could 


not 


forbear laughing to exceſs at the ſimplicity of my rival, 
who did not ſeem to reliſh my mirth; but began to he 
very ſerious : Upon which I endeavoured to appeaſe 


him by giving him my word and honour, that fo 


far 


from prejudicing his addreſſes to the lady, I would 
repreſent him to her in the moſt favourable light 1 
could, with any regard to truth; but he muſt not be 


ſurprized if ſhe ſhould remain blind to his deſerts, 
Nothing was more capricious than a woman's mind, 


for 
and 


the affection of that ſex was ſeldom purchaſed with 


virtue alone — That my declaration might have 


the 


better effect, I took notice of his diſhabille, and pro- 
feſſing ſorrow at ſeeing a gentleman reduced, flipt two 


guineas into his hand, at the ſight of which, he th 


rew 


away his piſtols, and hugging me in his arms, cried, 


DO 8 


© Arrah, by Jeſus, now, you are the beſt friend I 


have met with theſe ſeven long years. When 1 
ſuffered ſor e minutes in his embrace, he quitted 


had 


me, 


and picking up his ruſty arms, withed the devil might 
burn him, if ever he ſ10uld give me any farther trouble 


about woman-Kind. | | 
The quarrel being thus amicably compoſed, I 


Yeg- 


ged leave to look at his piſtols, which I found fo greatly 


and fo foul, that I believe, it was happy for 


neither of them was diſcharged, for one of them would 


him 


certainly have ſplit in the going off, and he would in 


all probability, have loſt his hand in the exploſion; 


what gave me a lively idea of the man's character 


was to find upon examination, that one of them 


but 


had 


beet ! 


prov 
luce 
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been loaded without being primed, and the other primed 
without a charge. | 5 | | 


While we walked homeward together, I expreſſed 
a deſire of knowing my new friend's hiſtory ; and he 
informed me of his having ſerved in the German 
army as a volunteer againſt the Turks; that for his 
behaviour at the ſiege of Belgrade he had been honour- 
ed with an enſign's commiſſion, and afterwards pro- 


moted to the rank of lieutenant, in which ſtation, it 


was his misfortune to affront his captain, who chal- 
lenged him to the field, and was killed in the duel, 


upon which he was obliged to retreat z—that he had 


been in England ſome years foliciting his friends for 


proviſion in the Britiſh army; but being hitherto un- 
lacceſsful, he was deſired by Mr. Gaghagan to turn 


| his thoughts to matrimony, and make his fortune by 
an advantageous match; in conſequence of which. 


advice, he had made up to Melinda, and having 


heard, by means of an Iriſh footman in the family, 
that 1 was her chief favourite, had called me out in 
hopes of removing by my. death, the greateſt obſtruc- 
tion to his deſires 3 but now he was convinced of my 


honour and generoſity, he fwore by the bleſſed Vir- 


gin, he would think of her no more, if there was not 
another woman in the world. As a further proof of 


his veracity, which I did not at all doubt, he opened 
an old iron ſnuff-box, and pulled out his commiſſion in 
the Imperial army, and his captain's challenge, which 
he preſerved as teſtimonials of his chara&ter.—I was ſo 
well convinced of this poor man's honeſty and courage, 
that I determined to ſpcak in his behalf to ſome of my 


acquaintance, who might recommend his caſe to the 
conſideration of thoſe who could provide for him; and 
in the mean time to accommodate him with a few 
cloaths, by which his appearance would be much 
mended, and himſelf enabled to renew his ſolicitations 


in perſon. 


As we walked along, converſing ſociably together, 
we were met by a file of muſqueteers, and Strap at 
their head, who no ſooner approached, than with a 
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108 THE-ADVENTURES OF... 
frantick look, he cried, + Seize them !—In the name 
of God! feize them! We were accordingly {urroung. 
ed, and ] put in arreſt by the corporal, who was com- 
manding officer; but captain O Regan diſengaged him- 
ſelf, and ran with ſuch ſpeed towards "Fottenham- 
court road, that he was out of fight in a moment, 
When my arms were delivered up, and myſelf ſecured, 
Strap became a little more compoſed, and aſked pardon 
for the liberty he had taken, which he hoped I would 
_ excuſe, as it proceeded from his affection : He then told 
me that, ſuſpecting the letter (which by the bye, was 
brought by the author himſelf) contained ſomething 
extraordinary, he had peeped through the key-hole, 
and ſeen me load my piſtols; upon which he ran down 
to Whitehall, and applicd to the officer on guard for a 
party to put me in arreſt; but before he returned, I 
was gone in a coach; that he had enquired which 
way I went, and having heard that duels were com- 
monly foughtat the back of Montague-houlſe, he con- 
- ducted the guard to this place, where he thanked God 
for having found me ſafe and found. I Jet him know, 
that I fo gave his officious concern for once, but cau- 
_ tioned him in pretty ſevere terms from making me the 
ſubject of idle converſation for the future; then, tur- 


ning to the corporal, I thanked him for his care, and 


gave him a crown to drink with his men, aiſuring him 
that the rencontre was over long before he came up, and 


every thing compromiſed, as he might have obſerved. 


by our behaviour; as a farther provi of which, he 
would find upon examination, that one of my piſtols 
had been diſcharged ;-— but this civil perſon, with 
out giving himſelf or me apy further trouble, receiv- 
ed the bounty with a thouſand bows and acknowlewug- 
ments, and returning the piſtols releaſed me im- 
mediatel yy . 
He was not gone an hundred yards when my friend 
O Regan came up, in order to reſcue me, with two 
Tatterdemalions whom he had engaged for that pur- 
poſe, about the purlieus of St. Giles's : One of them 
was armed with a muſquet that wanted a lock, and 


another 
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another with A ruſty broad-ſword ; but their dreſs 
ſurpaſſed all deſcription, —Whgn he wnderftood Fans 


already free, he made an apology for his abrupt de- 


parture, and introduced me to his two companions : 
Firit, to counſellor Fitz-clabber, who he told me, was 


then employed in compiling a hiſtory of the _ 5 


Munſter, from Iriſh manuſcripts; and then to his friend 


Mr. Gaghagan, who was a profound philoſopher and 
politician, and had projected many excellent ſchemes 


tor the good of his country. — But it ſeems theſe 


literati had been very ill rewarded for their mgentous 


labours ; for between them both there was but one 


ſhirt, and half a pair of breeches.—I thanked them 


very kindly for their readineſs to aſſiſt me, and having 


offered my ſervice in my turn, wiſhed them a good- 


morrow, deſiring O Regan to accompany me to my 
lodgings, where he was fitted with decent cloaths from 
my wardrobe, ſo much to his ſatisfaction, that he 
ſwore eternal gratitude and friendſhip to me, and 
- my requeſt, recounted all the particulars of his 


ceived me with great kindneſs and familiarity, and 


laughed exceſſtecly at my adventure with the Iriſhman, 
to whoſe wiſhes ſhe was no ſtranger, having more 


than a dozen letters in her poſſeſſion, which he had 
wrote to her on the ſubject of love, and which, for 


my entertainment ſhe ſubmitted to my peruſal.— Hav- 


ing made ourſelves merry at the expence of this poor 
admirer, I ſeized the opportunity. of her mother's going 


out of the.room, and introduced my own paſſion, which 


recommended to her with all the ardour and eloquence 


| was matter of. —I flattered, fighed, ſwore, intreated, 
and acted a thouſand extravagancies in hopes of making 


ſome impreſſion on her heart; but ſhe heard every 
thing I faid without diſcovering the leaſt emotion; and 
other company came in, before ſhe would vouchſafe 
one ſerious reply. — After tea, the cards were brought 
in according to cuſtom, and it was my good fortune 


o have Melinda for my partner; by which means in- 
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In the afternoon, J waited on Melinda, who re- 
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110 THE ADVENTURES OFT 
ſtead of loſing, I came off with five guineas cle; f 
gain. „„ 5 Dt 6 
I ſoon became acquainted with a good many peg. t 
ple of faſhion, and ſpent my time in the modiſh diver- 1 
ſions of the town, ſuch as plays, operas, maſquerades, 
drums, aſſemblies and puppet ſhows; chiefly in com- 
pany with Melinda, whom I cultivated with all the 
eagerneſs and addreſs that my proſpect could inſpire, 
and my education afford: I ſpared neither my perſon 
nor my purſe, to gratify her vanity and pride ; my 
rivals were intimidated, and indeed outſhone; and 
after all, I began to fear that the dear creature had 
not a heart to loſe.— At laſt, finding myſelf unable to 
ſupport the expence of this amour much longer, I was 
determined to bring the niatter to a criſis; and one 
evening, while we were fete @ fete, complained of her 
| indifference, deſcribed the tortures of ſuſpence to 3 
Jove-ſick mind, and preſſed her to diſcloſe her ſenti- 
ments of matrimony and me, with ſuch earneſtneß, 
that ſhe could not with all her art, ſhift the ſubject; 
but was obliged to come to an eclaircifſement.—$he 
let me know with a careleſs air, that ſhe had no ob— 
jection to my perlon, and if I could ſatisfy her mother 
in other particulars, I ſhould not find her averſe to the 
match; but ſhe was reſolved to do nothing in an affair 
of ſuch momentous concern, without the advice and 
confent of her parent. — This was not a very agree. 
able declaration to me, whoſe aim had been to win her 
inclination firſt, and then ſecure my conqueſt by 2 
private marriage, to which I Hattered myſelt ſhe would 
expreſs no reluctance. — That I might not, however, 
deſert my cavſe before it was deſperate, T waited on 
the mother, and with great formality demanded the 
do ughter in marriage: The good lady, who was 
very notable woman, behaved with great ſtate and 
_ civility; thanked me for the honour I intended her 
family, and faid, ſhe did not doubt that I was in all 
reſpects qualified to make a woman happy; but it con- 
cerned lier as a parent, anxious about the 1 ber 


and in the mean time, ſhe deſired I would favour her 
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ber child, to enquire into the particulars of my fortune, 
and know what ſettlement I propoſed to make. To 
this intimation, which would have utterly diſconcerted 
me, if I had not expected it, 1 replied without helita- 
tion, that though my fortune was very ſinall, I was a 
gentleman by birth and education, would maintain 
her daughter in the ſphere of a gentlewoman, and ſet- 
tle her own dowry on her and her heirs for ever. 
This careful matron did not ſeem to reliſh my propo- 
fal, but obſerved with a demure countenance, that 
there was no neceſſity for ſettling that upon her child 
which was her own already : However, if I pleaſed, 
her lawyer ſhould confer with mine upon the matter; 
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with the peruſal of my rent-roll. —Notwithſtanding | 
the vexation I was under, I could ſcarce forbear 
laughing in her face, at the mention of my rent-roll, 
which was indeed a ſevere piece of ſatire upon my 
retenſions. I frankly owned I had no land eſtate: 
and told her, that I could not exactly ſpecify the ſum 
I was maſter of, until IJ had regulated my affairs, which 
were at preſent in ſome diſorder; but that I would take 
an opportunity. of ſatisfying. her on that head very 
. 
It was not long before I took my leave: and return- 
ed to my lodgings in a very melancholy mood, per- 
ſuaded that I had nothing more to expect from that 
quarter: 1 was confirmed in 1 this opinion next day, when 
I went back with a view of explaiving myſelf more 
fully to the old gentlewoman ; and was told by the 
footman that his ladies were not at home, although * 
had ſeen Melinda through the blinds at a parlour win- 
dow, as 1 went up to the door. Incenſed at this af- 
front, I quitted the door without ſaying one word, and 
as I repaſſed the parlour, bowed to Miſs, who {ill re- 
mained in the {ame ſituation, Wand icreened, as ſhe 
thought, from my view, X 
This diſappointment gave me more uneaſineſs on 
ate 8 — than my np tor I was in no * 
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112 THE ADVENTURES OF | 
of dying for love of Melinda; on the contrary, the 
remembrance of my charming Narciſſa, was a con- 
tinual check upon my conſcience, during the whole 
courſe of my addrefles ; and perhaps contributed to the 
bad ſucceſs of my ſcheme, by controuling my raptures, i 
and condemning my deſign. 5 = 
There was a neceſſity for acquainting my compa. 
nion with every thing that happened to me, and I per- 
formed this piece of duty in an affected paſſion, ſwear- 
ing I would be his pack horſe no longer, and defiring | 
him to take the management of his affairs into his own 
hand. This fineſſe had the deſired effect, for inſtead 
of grumbling over my miſcarriage, Strap was frightened | 
at the paſſion I feigned, and begged me for the love of 
God to be appeaſed ; obſerving that although we had 
_ ſuffered a great loſs, it was not irreparable; and if | 
fortune frowned to-day, ſhe might perhaps ſmile to- 
morrow. I pretended to acquieſce in his remaks, praiſe | 
his equanimity, and promiſe to improve by misfortune, 
—He, on the other hand, pretended to be perfectly 
well ſatisfied with my conduct, and conjured me to 
follow the dictates of my own reflection; but in {ſpite | 
of all his affectation, I could perceive his inward | 
_ affliction, and his viſage ſenſibly increaſed in longitude } 
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Ing 10 be revenged en Melinda. apply 70 Banter for 


his aſſi ſtance — he contrives a ſchemè for that purpoſe, 
which is put in execution with great ſucceſs—T make 
an attempt on the heart of Miſs Gripexvell, but am 


 diſappointed—grow melaucioly at my diſajpointment, 


and have recourſe to the bottle —recave a billet- 
 doux—am rawviſhed with the contents—-find myſelf in- 


 wwokved in aninirigue, which I imagined would make 


my fortune am confounded at my miflake, which ba- 

niſbes all thoughts of matrimony. | | 
IN the mean time, my attention was wholly engroſſ- 
ed in ſearch of another miſtreſs, and the deſire of 


being revenged on Melinda, in both which ſchemes I 
was very much aſſiſted by Billy Chatter, who was ſuch 


a neceſſary creature among the ladies, that in all pri- 
vate dances he engaged the men.-—To him therefore I 


applied, deſiring he would introduce me to a partner of 


ſome figure, at the next private aſſembly, for the ſake 


of a frolick, the intention of which I would afterwards 


communicate. Billy, who had heard ſomething of a 
difference between Melinda and me, immediately 


ſmoaked part of my deſign, and thinking I only wanted 


to alarm her jealouſy a little, promiſed to gratify my 
deſire, by matching me with a partner worth thirty 
thouſand pounds, whom the Jadies of this end of the 
town, had lately taken into their management and pro- 
tection. —Upon further enquiry, I found this perſon's 


name was Miſs Biddy Gripewell ; that her father, who 
had been a pawn-broker, died inteſtate, by which means 
all his ſubſtance deſcended to this daughter, who was 
fo little a favourite, that could the old man have pre- 


vailed with his own rapacious diſpoſition, to part with 
as much money as would have paid the expence of a 
will, ſhe would not have inherited the ſixth part of his 


3 fortune — 
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i FRE ADVENTURES OF 
fortune ;—that during his life, ſo far from being edu. 
cated in a way ſuitable to ſuch great expectations, {le 
was obliged to live like a ſervant wench, and do the 
moſt menial offices in the family. — But his funeral was 
no ſooner performed, than ſhe afſumed the fine lady, 
and found lo many people of both ſexes to flatter, ca- 
reſs and inſtruct her, that, for want of diſcretion. and 
experience, fhe was grown inſuiferably vain and arro— 
gant, and pretended to no leſs than a duke or earl at 
leaſt, for her huſband ;—that (ſhe had the misfortune 
to be neglected by the Engliſh quality, but a certain 
Poor Scottiſh lord was then making intereſt to be m- 
troduced to her acquaintance, In the mean time, ſhe 
was fallen into the hands of a notable lady, who had 
already diſpoſed of her to a lieutenant of foot, a diſ- 
tant relation of her Jadyſhip's, though Miſs, as yet, 
knew nothing of the affair; and laſtly, that if I pro- 
poſed to dance with her, I muſt give him leave to re- 
preſent me as a knight, or foreign count at leaſt.—1 
was raviſhed at this piece of information, and conſent— 
ed, for one night, to perſonate a French marquis, that 
I might the eaſier fulfil my revenge. 
Having made the appointment with Chatter, IT went 
to Banter's lodging, having by this time conceived, a 
great opinion of his penetration and knowledge; and 
after I had enjomed ſecrecy, told him every circum- 
ſtance of my diſgrace with Melinda, and imparted the 
plan I had projected to mortify that proud coquette, 
deſiring his advice in improving, and aſſiſtance in exe- 
cuting the ſcheme. Nothing could be more agreeable 
to his miſanthropical temper, than an account of her 
behaviour and my reſentment : He applauded my re- 
ſolution, and propoſed that I ſhould not only provide 
myſelf in a proper partner, but alſo procure ſuch an 
one for Miſs Gooſetrap, as would infallibly intail up- 
on her the ridicule of all her acquaintance : For this 
purpoſe he mentioned his barber, who, he ſaid, was 
an exceeding coxcomb, lately come from Paris, whoſe 
abſurd affectation and grimace would eaſily paſs upon 
her, for the ſprightly politeſſe of a gentleman improves 


ates. ES ca: Aa 
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by travel.—I bugged him for this hint, and he aſſured _ 
me, it would be nv difficult matter to make him be- 
lieve, that Melinda having ſeen him by accident, was 
| captivated by his appearance, and longed for his ac- 
| quaintance. He actually engaged him on this pretence, 
and painted his good fortune in ſuch colours, that the 
poor ſhaver was quite beſide himſelf with joy. ä 
He was immediately fitted with a tawdry ſuit of 
cloaths belonging to Banter, and by him recommended 
to Chatter, as a very pretty fellow, juſt returned from 
his travels.—Maſter Billy, who ated as a gentleman- 
uſher to a great many of the fair ſex in and about 
town, undertook, at once, to beſpeak Melinda in his 
8 ; and every thing happened according to my 
wiſh, | ED 3 

At the time appointed, I appeared, dreſſed to the 
beſt advantage; and in the character of Marquis, had _ 
the honour of opening the ball with the rich heireſs, 
who attracted the eyes of the whole company, by the 
prodigious number of jewels with which ſhe was adorn- 
ed. Among others, I perceived Melinda; who could 
no more conceal her envy than aſtoniſhment at my ſuc- 
ceſs : Her curioſity was ſtill more flagrant and torment- 
ing, for ſhe had never ſeen Miſs Gripewell before: 
and Chatter, who alone could give her any ſatisfaction 
on that head, was engaged in converſation at the other 
| end of the room. I obſerved her impatience, and ex- 

ulted in her chagrin ; and after my partner was ſet, 
took the opportunity of paſſing by her to make a ſlight 
| bow without ſtopping ; which compleated my triumph 
and her indignation. She changed colour, bridled up, 
aſſumed an air of diſdain, and flirted her fan with ſuch 
fury, that it went to pieces in a moment, to the no 

5 entertainment of thoſe who ſat near and obſerved 

Er. 5 : , | 

At length the metamorphoſed barber took her out, 

| and ated his part with ſuch ridiculous extravagance, 
5 that the mirth of the whole company was excited at 
his expence, and his partner ſo much aſhamed, that 
before the country dances began, ſhe retired in great 

„ Oh : „ N cen. 


118 THE ADVENTURES OF 
confuſion, under pretence of being taken ſuddenly il}, 
and was followed by her gallant, who, no doubt, ima- 
Fine her indiſpoſition was nothing but love; and laid 
hold of the occaſion of conducting her home, to com- 
fort her with an affurance of his entertaining a reci- 
procal paſſion.-—They were no ſooner gone, than an 


inquiſitive whiſper of © Who is he ?* fan round the 


room, and Chatter could give no other intelligence a- 


bout him, than that he was a man of fortune, juſt re. 


turned from his trave!s: I who alone was acquainted 
with his real quality, affected ignorance, well know- 
ing, that female curiofity would not reſt ſatisfied 
with ſuch a general account, and that the diſcove- 


ry would proceed with a better grace from any body 
than me. Ss | 1 
Mean while I was tempted by the richneſs of the ptize = 


to practiſe on Miſs Gripewell's heart, but ſoon found it 
too well fortified with pride and indifference to yield 
to any efforts in my own character, and I neither would 
nor could preſerve the title I had borrowed longer than 
that night. 5555 5 

As I expected, every thing came to light next day. 
The barber in pure ſimplicity of heart, detected him- 
ſelf to Melinda, and diſcovered the foundation of his 
hopes; ſhe ſickened at the affront, and was aſhamed to 


ſhew ber face in publick for many weeks after this ac- 


cident. Poor Chatter found it impoſſible to juſtify him- 
ſelf to her ſatisfaction; was in utter diſgrace with Mits 
Gripewell, for having impoſed me upon her as a noble- 


man; and ſuffered very much in his character and in- 


fluence among the ladies in general. 

Finding my finances diminiſhed | 
and my project as little advanced as on the firſt day 
of my arrival in town, I began to deſpair of my ſuc- 


ceſs, and grew melancholy at the proſpect of ap- 


Nr want. — To diſpel the horrors of this fiend, 


had recourſe to the bottle, and kept more company 


khan ever. -I became particularly attached to the play- 


Houſe, converſed with the actors behind the ſcenes, got 
acquainted with a body of templars, and in a ſhot! 
e te time 


more than one half, 
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time commenced a profeſſed wit and critick. Indeed 
I may fay, without vanity, that I was much better 
qualified than any one of my companions, who were, 
generally ſpeaking, of all the creatures I eyer converſed 
with, the moſt ignorant and aſſuming.— By means of 
theſe avocations I got the better of care, and learned to 


ſeparate my ideas in ſuch a manner, that whenever 1 


was attacked by a gloomy reflection, I could ſhove it 
ahde, and call in ſome agreeable reverie to my affiſt- 


ance. This was not the caſe with Strap, who practiſed 


a thouſand ſhifts to conceal the ſorrow that preyed up- 
on his carcaſe, and reduced him to the reſemblance of 


a meer ſkeleton, „ | 
While I thus poſted, in a thonghtleſs manner, to- 


wards poverty, I one day received, by the penny poſt, 
a letter written in a woman's hand, containing a great 
many high-flown compliments, warm proteftations of 
love, couched in a very poetical ſtile, an earneſt deſire 


of knowing whether or not my heart was engaged, by 


leaving an anſwer at 2 certain place, directed to R. B. 
and the whole ſubſcribed, © Your incognita. I was 
tranfported with joy on reading the contents of this bil- 
let-doux, which I admired as a mafſter-piece of ten- 
derneſs and elegance, and was already up to the ears 


in love with the author, whom my imagination repre- 
fented as a lady of fortune in the bloom of voutù and 
beauty, ——Elevared with this conjecture, I went to 


work, and exhauſted my invention in compoſing an 


anfwer ſuitable io the ſublimity of her flile, and the 
ardour of her ſentiments.— I expreſſed my admiration 
of her wit, in terms the moſt hyperbolical, and while I 
acknowledged myſelf unworthy of her regard, declar- 
ed myſelf enamoured of her underſtanding ; and in the 
molt pathetic manner, implored the honour of an in- 
terview.—Having finiſhed this performance, and com- 


municated it to Strap, who ſkipped about for joy, I 5 
difpatched him with it to the place appointed, which 


was the honſe of a milliner not far from Bond- ſtreet, 
and defired him to keep watch near the door for ſome 
| Is time, 
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time, that he might diſcover the perſon who would 


call for it: — In leſs than an hour he returned, with a 


joy ful countenance, and told me that ſoon after he had 
"delivered the letter, a chairman was called, to whomit 
was given, with directions to carry it to the houſe of 
a rich gentleman in the neighbourhood, whither he 
(Strap) followed him, and ſaw it put into the hands of 
a waning-woman, who paid the meſſenger and ſhut 
the door: That upon enquiry at an ale-houſe hard by, 
where he called for a pin: of beer, he underſtood, that 
the gentleman to whom the houle belonged, had an 
only daughter, very handſome, who would inherit his 
whole eitate 3 and who certainly was the author of the 
billet I had received.—T was of the ſame opinion, and 
hugging myſelf in the happy proſpect, dreſſed immedi- 
ately, and paſſed in great ſtate by the houſe that con- 
tained my unknown admirer Nor was my vanity diſ- 
appointed; for I perceived a beautiful young creature 
\ ſtanding at one of the windows of the dining-room, 
_ who, 1limagined, obſerved me with more than com- 
mon curioſity. That I might indulge her view, and at 
the ſame time feaſt my own, I affected to ſtop, and 
gave orders to Strap in the ſtreet, juſt oppoſite to 
her ſtation, by which means I had an opportunity 
of ſeeing her more diſtinctly, and of congratulating 
myſelf on having made a conqueſt of ſo much per- 
fettion.—Iv a few moments ſhe retired, and I be- 
took myſelf to the ordinary in a rapture of hope, 
which deprived me of my appetite for that meal, and 
jent me home in the evening tv indulge my contein- 
"plation. - © oe VVf'̃ ra Pro 
Early next day, J was favoured with another epiſ- 
tle from my unknown charmer, ſignifying her unut— 
terable joy at the receipt of mine, which, while it 
made a tender of my heart, convinced her of the va- 
Ive of it. Above all things, ſhe profeſſed extreme 
pleaſure in finding me fo much attached to her under- 
ſtanding, a circumſtance that not only flattered her in 
the moſt ſenſible part, but at the ſame time argued my 
__ own ſagacity,—As for the interview I defired, ſhe aſ- 
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ſured me, that I could not be more eager for ſuch an 
occalion, than ſhe ; but ſhe muſt not only ſacrifice a 


little more to decorum, but be ſatisfied of my honour- 


able intentions, before ſhe would grant that requeſt ;— - 
Mean while, ſhe gave me to underſtand, that although 


ſhe might owe fome deference to the opinion of certain 
perſons, ſhe was reſolved, in an affair that ſo nearly 


concerned her happineſs, to conſult her own inclination 
preferable to the advice of the whole world; eſpecially _ 


as ſhe was urged to ſuch condeſcenſion by no conſide- 


ration of fortune, what ſhe depended upon, being her 
own without reſtriction or controul.— Struck with ad- 
miration at the philoſophy and ſelf-denial of my miſ- 


treſs, who ſeemed inſentible of the beauty ſhe poſſeſſed ; 


and in particular, raviſned with that piece of intelli- 
gence, by which I learned her fortune was independ- 


ent, I reſumed the pen, jaunched out into encomiume 
on the dionity of her ſentiments, affected to underva- 
Ive the charms of external beauty, pretended to ground 


my paſſion on the qualities of her mind, complained 
of her rigour, in ſacrificing my repoſe to an over- ſcru- 
pulous regard to decorum, and declared the purity of 
my deſigns in the moſt ſolemn and pathetic yvows.— 


This performance being ſealed and directed, was ſent 


to the place appointed, by Strap, who, that we might 
de ſtill the more confirmed in our belief, renewed his 


watch, and in alittle time brought back the fame in- 


formation as before, with this addition, that Miſs 
Sparkle, (the name of my ſuppoſed correſpondent) 


looking out at the window, no ſooner ſaw the meſſenger 


arrive, than ſhe ſhut the caſement in a ſort of beautiful 
confuſion, and diſappeared; eager, no doubt, to hear 


from the dear object of her love. 


My doubts now vaniſhed, the Jong expected port ap- 
peared, and I looked upon myſelf as perfectly ſecure 


of that happineſs I had been in queſt of ſo long, —— 
After dinner, I ſauntered in company with doctor 
Wagtail to that part of the town in which my inamo- 


rata lived; and as he was a meer regiſter, enquired of 
him into the name, character and fortune of every 
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body who poſſeſſed a good hou ſe in the ſtreets through 
which we paſſed. When it came to his turn to men- 
tion Sir John Sparkle, he repreſented him as a man of 
an immenſe eſtate and narrow diſpoſition, who mewed 
up his only child, a fine young lady, from the con- 
verſation of mankind, under the ſtrict watch and in- 
ſpection of an old governante, who was either ſo ho- 
neſt, envious or inſatiable, that no body had been, as 
yet, able to make her a friend, or get acceſs to her 
charge, though numbers attempted it every day; not 
fo much on account of her expectations from her fa- 
ther, who being a widower, might marry again, and 
have ſons, as for a fortune of twelve thouſand pounds 
left her by an uncle, of which ſhe could not he depriy- 
ed. This piece of news exactly tallying with the laſt 


part of the letter I had been honoured with in the 


morning, had ſuch an effect on me, that any man, 


except Wagtail, might have obſerved my emotion; 


but his attention was too much engrofled on the con- 
templation of his own importance, to be affected with 


the deportment of any other body, unleſs it happer- 


ed to be ſo particular that he could not help taking no- 
When I had diſengaged myſelf from him, whoſe 


_ converſation grew inſipid to me, I went home, and. 


made Strap acquainted with the fruits of my re hHarch- 
es.— This faithful Squire was almoſt choaked with 
tranſport, and even wept for joy; but whether on ac- 
count of himſelf or me, I ſhall not pretend to deter- 
mine.—Next day a third b/zt-down was brought to 
me, containing many expreſſions of tenderneis, ming- 


led with ſome affecting doubts about the artifice of | 
man, the inconſtancy of youth, and the jealouſy often 


attending the moſt ſincere paſſion; withal defiring I 
would excuſe her, if ſhe ſhould try me alittle longer, 
before ſhe declared herſelf beyond the power of retract- 
ing.— Theſe intereſting ſcruples added fuel to my 
flame, and impatience to my hope; I redoubled my 


complaint of her indifference, and preſſed her to au 
aſſignation with ſuch fervid intreaties, that in a few 


days 


| RODERICK RANDOM. 721 
days ſhe conſented to meet me at the houſe of that mil- 
liner, who bad forwarded all my letters. During the 
interval between the date of her promiſe and the hour 


of appointment, my pride foared beyond all reaſon and 
deſcription ; I loft all remembrance of the gentle Nar- 


eiſſa, and my thoughts were wholly employed in 


planning triumphs over the malice and contempt of the 
world. | | | SE 


At length the happy hour arrived, I flew to the 


place of rendezvous, and was conducted into an a- 


periments where I had not waited ten minutes, when I 


heard the ruſtling of ſilk, and the found of feet aſcend. 
ing the ſtairs: My heart took the alarm, and heat 
quick, my cheeks glowed, my nerves thrilled, and 


my knees Gzook with extaſy ! I perceived the door o- | 
pening, faw a gold brocade petticoat advance, and 
fprung forward to embrace my charmer, —Heaven and 


earth! how ſhall I paint my fitnation, when I found 


Miſs Sparkle converted into a wrinkled hag turned of 
ſeventy ! I was ſtruck dumb with amazement, and pe- 
trified with horror ! This ancient urganda perceived my 


diforder, and approaching with a languiſhing air, ſeiz- 
ed my hand, aſzing in a ſqueaking tone, if 1 was in- 


diſpoſed, —Her monſtrous affeftation compleated the 
diſguſt I had conceived for her at her firſt appearance; 


and it was à Jong time before I could command my- 
ſelf fo much as to behave with common civility: At 
length, however, I recollected myſelf, and pronounce 
ed an apolegy for my behaviour, which, I ſaid pro- 
ceeded from a dizzineſs that ſeized me all of a ſudden, 
My hoary Dulcinea, who, no doubt, had been a- 
larmed at my contuſion, no ſooner learned the cauſe to 
which I now aſcribed it, than ſhe diſcovered her joy 


in a thouſand amorous coquetries, and aſſumed the 


ſprightly arts of a girl of hztcen. One while ſhe ogled 
me with her dim eyes, quenched in rheum; then, as 
if ſhe was aſhamed of that freedom, ſhe affected to 
took down, bluſh, and play with her fan, then toſs 
her head, that Imnight not perceive 2 pally that ſhook 
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122 THE ADVENTURES OP 
it, aſk ſome childiſh queſtions with a liſping accent, 


giggle and grin with her mouth ſhut, to conceal the 
ravages of time upon her tecth, leer upon me again, 


ſigh piteouſly, fling herſelf about in her chair to thew 
her agility, and act a great many more abſurdities that 


youth and beauty can alone excuſe. ——Shocked as 1 


was at my diſappointment, my diſpoſition was incapa- 
ble of affronting any perſon who loved me; I there- 
fore endeavoured to put a good face on the matter for 
the preſent, relolving to drop the whole affair as ſoon 


as I ſhould get clear of her company; with this view, 
I nttered ſome civil things, and in particular deſired to 


know the name and condition of the lady who had ho- 
noured me ſo much. — She told me her name was Wi- 
thers, that ſhe lived with Sir John Sparkle, in quality 


of governeſs to his only daughter, in which ſituation 


ſhe had picked up a comfortable ſufficiency to make 


her ealy for life; that ſhe had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
me at church, where my appearance and deportment 

made ſuch an impreſſion upon her heart, that ſhe could 
enjoy no eaſe until ſhe had enquired into my character, 


which ſhe found ſo amiable in all reſpecta, that ſhe 
yielded to the violence of her inclination, and ventur- 


ed to declare her paſſion, with too little regard, per- 


haps, to the decorum of her ſex, but ſhe hoped I would 


forgive a treſpaſs, of which I myſelf was, in ſome 


meaſure, the cauſe, and impute her intruſion to the ir- 
reſiſtible dictates of love. No decayed rake ever ſwa]- 


lowed a bolus with more reluctance than I felt in mak- 


ing a reply ſuitable to the compliment, when inſtead of 
the jewel, I found the crazy caſket only in my pow- 


er; and yet my hopes began to revive a little, when 1 
conſidered, that by carrying on the appearance of an 


intrigue with the Duenna, I might poſhbly get acceſs 
to her charge. Encouraged by this ſuggeſtion, my 
temper grew more ſerene, my reſerve wore off. I talk- 


ed en cav alier, and even made love to this antiquat- 


ed coquette, who ſeemed extremely happy in her ado- 


rer, and ſpread all her allurements to make her imagi- 


ned 
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ned conqueſt more ſecure.— The good woman of the 
houſe treated us with tea and ſweetmeats, and after- 
wards withdrew, like a civil experienced matron as 
ſhe was. Left thus to our mutual endearments, Miſs 
Withers (for ſhe was ſtill a maiden) began to talk of 
matrimony, and expreſſed ſo much impatience in all 
her behaviour, that, had ſhe been fifty years younger, 

I might poſſibly have gratified her longing without ha- 
ving recourſe to the church; but this my virtue as well 
as intereſt forbad. When the inclinations of an old 
maid ſettle upon a young fellow, he is perſecuted with 
her addreſſes ; but ſhould he once grant her the favour, 
he will never be able to diſentavgle himſelf from her 
importunities and reproaches. It was my buſineſs to 
defer the ceremony as long as poſſible under the moſt 
ſpecious pretences, with a view of becoming acquaint- 
ed with Miſs Sparkle, in the mean time; and I did 
not deſpair of ſucceſs, when I conſidered that in the 
courſe of our correſpondence I ſhould, in all probabi- 
lity, be invited to viſit my miſtreſs in her own apart- 
ment, and by that means have an opportunity of con- 
verſing with her charming ward. Pleaſed with this 
proſpect, my heart dilated with joy, I talked in rap- 
| tures. to the ſtale governante, and kiſſed her ſhrivelled 
band with great devotion : She was ſo much tranſport - 
ed with her good fortune, that ſhe could not contain 

| her extaſy, but flew upon me like a tygreſs, and preſſ- 
ed her ſkinny lips to mine; when (as it was no doubt 
concerted by her evil genius) a dole of garlic ſhe had 
ſwallowed that morning to diſpel wind, 1 ſuppoſe, be- 
gan to operate with fuch a ſudden explohon, that hu- 
man nature, circumſtanced as I was, could not endure 
the ſhock with any degree of temper.--lI loſt all pati- 
ence and reflection, flung away from her in an inſtant, il 
_ ſnatched my hat and cane, and ran down ftairs as if 
the devil had me in purſuit, and could ſcarce reſtrain "118 
the convulſions of my howels, which were grievoufly 
offended hy the perfume that aflaulted me.—Strap, who 
Waited my return with impatience, ſeeing me airive in 
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the utmoſt diſorder, ſtood motionleſs with apprehenſi. 
on, and durſt not enquire into the cauſe. 

After I had waſhed my mouth more than once, and 
recruited my ſpirits with a glaſs of wine, I recounted 
to him every particular of what had happened ; to 
which he made no other reply, for ſome time, than 
lifting up his eyes, claſping his hands, and uttering a 
hollow groan. —At length he obſerved, in a melan- 
choly tone, that it was a thouſand pities my organs 
were ſo delicate as to be offended with the ſmell af 
gatlic: Ah! God help us (ſaid he) *tis not the 
ſteams of garlic, no, nor of ſomething elſe, that would 
give me the leaſt uneaſineſs—ſee what it is to be a 
cobler's ſon.'——T replied haſtily, IJ wiſh then you 
would go and retrieve my miſcarriage.'—At this he 
ſtarted, forced a ſmile, and left the room, ſhaking his 
head. Whether the old gentlewoman reſented my a- 


bropt departure ſo much, that her love changed into 


dliſclain, or was aſhamed to ſee me on account of her 


with her paſſion, 


n A. Lt, 


infirmity, Iknow not, but I was never troubled again 


I cultivate an acquaintance with two nublemen-—am in- 
I, odluced id cart Strutwell—his tind promiſe and in- 
_autati9n—the behatigur of bis porter ani lockey— 
He recerves me with an appearance of uncommon af- 
 Fedlion—undertares to freak in ny behalf to the ni- 

nifler —inform: me of his ſucceſs, aud abiſbes me joy 
introduces a corverfaitom about Petronius Arbiter 
alls in lobe with my watch, which ] preſs ups? 
him I make a preſent of a diamond ring t9 lord 
Straddle—-impart my good fortune to Strap, and 
Banter, who diſabuſes ine, to my utter mortificalion, 


D began to queſtion my talents tor the ſcience of 
fortune-hunting, and to bend my thoughts toward: 
ſome employment under the government. — With the 
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view of procuring which, I cultivated the acquaint- 
| ance of lords Straddle aud Swillpot, whoſe fathers 


were men of intereſt at court.—l found theſe young 5 
noble men as open to my advances as I could deſire: 


} accompanied them in their midnight rambles, and of- 


ten dined with them at taverns, where Þ had the 8 | 


or paying the reckoning. 
I one day took the opportunity, while I was loaded 


| with proteſtations of friendſhip, to diſcloſe my deſire 
of being ſettled in ſome ſine- cure; and to ſollicit their 


influence in my behalf. —Swillpot ſqueczing my hand, 
faid, I might depend upon his ſervice, by G——d, 
The other ſwore that no man would be more proud 
| than he to run of my errands. Encouraged by theſe 
| declarations, I ventured to expreſs an inclination to be 


introduced to their fathers, who were able to do my 
buſineſs at once. Swillpot frankly owned be had not 
ſpoke to his father theſe three years; and Straddle aſ- 
ſured me his father having lately diſobliged the mini- 

| ſter by ſubſcribing his pame to a proteſt in the houſe of 
peers, was thereby rendered incapable of ſerving his 


friends at preſent 3; but he undertook to make me ac- 


quamted with ear] Strutwell, who was hand and glove _ 
with a certain perſon that ruled the roaſt. This offer 
| embraced with many acknowledgments, and plied _ 
him ſo cloſely, in ſpite of a thouſand evaſions, that he 


found himſelf under a neceſſity of keeping his word, 


and actually carried me to the levee of this great man, 
where he left me in a crowd of feliow dependents, and 


was uſhered to a particular cloſet audience; from 


whence in a few minutes, he returned with his lord- _ 
ſhip, who took me by the band, aſſured me he would 
do me all the ſervice he could, and defired to ſee me 
often.——T was charmed with my reception, and al- 

though I had heard that a courtier's promiſe is not to 

be depended upon, I thought I diſcovered ſo much 
ſweetneſs of temper and candor in this earl's counten- _ 
ance, that I did not doubt of profiting by his pro- 

tection.— I reſolved therefore, to avail myſelf of his 
prion, and waited on „ Kam: next audience Li 
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when I was favoured with a particular ſmile, ſqueeze 
of the hand, and a whiſper, ſignifying that he wanted 
half an hour's converſation with me fete a tete, when he 
ſhould be diſengaged, and for that purpole defired me 
to come and drink a dith of chocolate with him to- 
morrow morning.—The invitation, which did not a 
little flatter my vanity and expectation, I took care to 
_ obſerve, and went to his lordſhip's houſe at the time 
appointed. Having rapped at the gate, the porter un- 
bolted and kept it half open, placing himſelf in the 
gap, like fo.diers in a breach, to diſpute my paſſage, 


I 1 demanded to know if his lord was ſtirring ?—He an- 


ſwered with a turly aſpect, © No. — At what hour 
does he commonly riſe ? (ſaid I)'—* Sometimes ſoon- 
er, ſometimes later (ſaid he, cloſing the door upon me 
by degrees). —— I then told him I was come by his 
lordſhip's own appointment; to which this Cerberus 
replied, © I have received no orders about the matter; 
and was upon the point of ſhutting me out, when I 
recollected myſelf all of a ſudden, and flipping a 


_ crown into his hand, begged as a favour that he would 


enquire and let me know whether or not the Earl 
Was up. The grim janitor relented at the touch of 
my money, which he took with all the indifference of 
2 tax-gatherer, and ſhewed me into a parlour, where, 
he ſaid, I might amuſe myſelf 'till ſuch time as his 
lordſhip would be awake.—1 had not ſat ten minutes 
in this place, when a footman entered, and without 
| ſpeaking, ſtared at me. I interpreted this piece of 
his behaviour into Pray, Sir, what is your butinels ?? 
and aſked the fame queſtion I kad put to the porter, 


when I accoſted him firſt. The lackey made the ſame 
reply, and diſappeared before I could get any further 


intelligence. — In a little time he returned, on pretence 


of poking the fire, and looked at me again with great 


earnelinets ; upon which I began to perceive his mean- 
ing, and tipping him with half a crown, deſired he 


would be ſo good as to fall upon ſome method of let- 
ting the Earl know that I was in the houſe.--He made 


a low bow, ſaid * Yes, Sir, and vaniſhed.—- This 
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ROD ERIC K RANDOM. 
bounty was not thrown away, for in an inſtant he 
came back, and conducted me to a chamber, where I 
| was received with great kindneſs and familiarity by 
| his Jordſhip, whom I found juſt riſen, in his morning 
gown and {lippers.—After breakfalt, he entered into a 
particular converſation with me about my travels, the 
| remarks I had made abroad, and examined me to the 
full extent of my underſtanding. —My anſwers ſeemed 
| topleaſe him very much, he frequently ſqueezed my 
| hand, and looking at me with a ſingular complacency 
in his countenance, bid me depend upon his good of- 
fices with the miniſtry in my behalf. * Young men 
of your qualification (ſaid he) ought to be cheriſhed | 
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| by every adminiſtration. —For my own part, I ſee ſo 


little merit in the world, that I have laid it down as 
a maxim, to encourage the leaſt appearance of genius 
and virtue, to the utmoſt of my power, —You have a 
great deal of both; and will not fail of making a fi- 
gure one day, if I am not miſtaken ; but you muſt 
lay your account with mounting by gradual ſteps to 
the ſummit of your fortune. Rome was not built in 
a day. As you underſtand the languages perfectly 
well, how would you like to croſs the ſea, as ſecreta- 
ry to an embaſſy? AI aſſured his lordſhip, with great 
eagerneſs, that nothing could be more agreeable to my 
inclination : Upon which he bid me make myſelf ea- 
ſy, my buſineſs was done, for he had a place of that 
kind in his view, —This piece of generoſity affected 


me ſo much, that I was unable for ſome time to ex- 


preſs my gratitude, which at length broke out in ac- 


knowledgments of my unworthineſs, and encomiums 


on his benevolence.—I could not even help ſhedding 


tears, at the goodneſs of this noble lord, who no 


ſooner perceived them, than he caught me in his arms, 
hugged and kiſſed n-2 with a ſeemingly paternal affec- 

tion. Confounded at this uncommon inſtance of fond- 
neſs for a ſtranger, I remained a few moments filent 


and aſhamed, then got up and took my leave, after he 
had aſſured me that he would ſpeak to the miviſter 


in my fayour, that very day; and defired 


that 1 
would 
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would not for the future give myſelf the trouble of 
_ attending at his levee, but come at the ſame hour eye. 
ry day, when he was at leiſure, which was three ting 
3 week. | -- ET, | „ 

Though my hopes were now very ſanguine, I de. 
termined to conceal my proſpect from every body, e. 
ven from Strap, until I ſhould be more certain of ſuc. 
ceſs ; and in the mean time, give my patron no rel. 
pite from my ſollicitations.—When I renewed my vi- 
ſit, I found the ſtreet door opened to me as if by eu- 
chantment; but in my paſlage towards the pretence. 
room, I was met by the valet de chambre, who cat 
ſome furious looks at me, the meaning of which 1 
could not comprehend. The Earl ſaluted ine at en- 
trance with a tender embrace, and wiſhed me joy of 
his jucceſs with the premier, who, he ſaid, had pre. 
ferred his recommendation to that of two other no- 
blemen very urgent in behalf of their refpcdtire 
Friends, and abſolutely promiſed that I ſhould go to 
à certain foreign court in quality of ſecretary to an 
_ ambaſſador and plenipotentiary, who would ſet out in 
a few weeks, on an affair of vaſt importance to the 
nation. I was thunder-ftruck with my good fortune, 
and could make no other reply, than kneel and at- 
_ tempt to kiſs my benefaQor's Rand, which he would 
not permit, but railing me up, preſſed me to his 
breaſt with ſurprizing emotion, and told me he had 
now taken upon himſelf the care of making my for- 
tune. — What inhanced the value of the benefit ſtill the 
more, was his making light of the favour, and ſhift- 
ing the converſation to another ſubje& : among other 

topicks of difcourſe, that of the Belle Lettre was in- 
troduced, upon which his lordſhip held forth wits 
great taſte and erudition, and diſcovered an intimate 
Knowledge of the authors of antiquity——* Here's a 
book {ſaid he, taking one from his boſom) written 
with great elegance and ſpirit, and though the ſubiect 
may give offence to {ome narrow-minded people, the 
author will always be held in eſteem by every perſon 
of wit and learning.'——$o faying, he put age my 
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 RODERICE RANDOM. 1295 
band Petronius Arbiter, and aſked my opinion of his 
vit and manner.—l told him, that in my opinion, he 
wrote with great eaſe and vivacity, but was withal fo 


jewd and indecent, that he ought to ond no quarter 
| or protection among people of morals and taſte.——“ 1 
| own (replied the Earl) that his taſte in love is gene- 
rally decried, and indeed condemned by our laws; but 
| perhaps that may be more owing to prejudice and mif- 
| apprehenſion, than to true reaſon and deliberation,» 
The beſt man among the antients is faid to have en- 
 tertained that pafſion; one of the wiſeſt of their le- 
gilators has permitted the indulgence of it in his 

common- wealth; the moſt celebrated poets have not 
ſcrupled to avow it at this day; it prevails not onlß 
all over the eaſt, but in mott parts of Europe; in our 
own country it gains ground a- pace, and in all proba- 

| bility will become in a ſhort time a more faſhionable _ 
vice than fimple forpication. Indeed there is ſome- 
thing to be ſaid in vindication of it, for notwithſtand= 


ing the ſeverity of the Jaw againſt offenders in this 


way, it muſt be confeſſed that the practice of this paſ- 


fion is unaitended with that curſe and burthen upon ſo- 
ciety, Which proceeds from a race of miſerable*de- 


ferted baſtards, who are either murdered by their pa- 
rents, deſerted to the utmoſt want and wretchedneſs, | 
or bred up to prey upon the common-wealth; and it 


likewiſe prevents the debauchery of many a young 


maiden, and the proſtitution cf honeſt men's wives; 
not to mention the conſideration of health, which is 
much leſs liable to be impaired in the ratification of 
this appetite, than in the exercife of common venery, 
which by ruining the conſtitutions of our young men, 


has produced a puny progeny that degenerates from ge- 
peration to generation: Nay, I have been told, that 
there is another motive perhaps more powerful than 


all theſe, that induces people to cultivate this incli- 
vation; namely, the exquitite pleaſure attending its 


ſucceſs,” 
From this diſcourſe, J began to be apprehenfive 
that his MEND 0 1 had travelled, was Hes 
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I might have been infected with this ſpurious and 
ſordid deſire abroad, and took this method of ſound. 
ing my ſentiments on the ſubject.——Fired at this 
ſuppoſed ſuſpicion, I argued againſt it with great 
warmth, as an appetite unnatural, abſurd, and of | 
pernicious conſequence; and declared my utter deteſ. | 
tation and abhorrence of it in theſe lines of the ſaty- 
rilt, 1 85 JJV | 


Eternal infamy the wretch confound, 
Who planted firſt this vice on Britiſh ground! 
A vice I that "ſpite of ſenſe and nature reigns, 
© And poiſons genial love, and manhood ſtains !* 


The earl ſmiled at my indignation, told me he was 
glad to find my opinion of the matter ſo conformable 
to his own, and that what he had advanced was only 
do provoke me to an anſwer, with which he profeſſed 
- - himſelf perfectly well pleaſe . 
After I had enjoyed a long audience, I happened to 
look at my watch, in order to regulate my motions by 
it; and his lordſhip obſerving the chaſed caſe, defired 
bo ſee the device, and examine the execution, which 


he approved with ſome expreſſions of admiration. —— f 
Conſidering the obligations I lay under to his lordſhip, 


I thought there could not be a fitter opportunity than 


the preſent to manifeſt in ſome ſhape, my gratitude ; I 
therefore begged he would do me the honour to ac-| 
cept of the watch as a ſinall teftimony of the ſenſe I } 
had of his lordſhip's generoſity; but he refuſed it in 
a peremptory manner, and ſaid he was ſorry I ſhould} 
entertain ſuch a mercenary opinion of him, obferving } 
at the ſame time, that it was the moſt beautiful piece 


of workmanſhip he had ever ſeen ; and deſiring to 
| know where he could have ſuch another.—lI begged a 


_ thouſand pardons for the freedom I had taken, Which 
J hoped he would impute to nothing elſe than the high- 
eſt veneration for his perſon—let him know rhat as it 
came to my hand by accident in France, I could gie 


him no information about the maker, for there was no 
%% le ans I SG 


double reliſn.— For this purpoſe, I affe | 
ance of diſappointment and chagrin, and told him in 
an abrupt manner, that I had loſt the watch and dia- 
mond. Poor Hugh, who had been already harraſfed 
into a conſumption by intelligence of this ſort, no ſoon- 
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name on the inſide; and once then more humbly in- 
treated that he would indulge me fo far as to uſe it for 
my fake, —He was {till poſitive in refuſing it; but was 


pleaſed to thank me for my generous offer, ſaying, it 
was a preſent that no nobleman need be aſhamed of re- 


ceiving; though he was reſolved to ſhew his diſinter- 


eſtedneſs with regard to me, for whom he had conceiv- 


ed a particular friendſhip ; and inſifted (if I was wil- 


ling to part with the watch) upon knowing what it coſt, _ 
that he night at leaſt indemnity me, by refunding the 
money. On the other hand, I aſſured his lordſhip, 
that I would look upon it as an uncemmon mark of 
diſtinction, if he would take it without further queſti- 


on; and rather than diſoblige me, he was at laſt per- 
ſuaded to put it in his pocket, to my no ſmall ſatisfac- 
tion, who took my leave immediately, after having re- 
ceived a Kind ſqueeze, and an injunction to depend up- 


on his promiſe. 


Buoyed up with my reception, my heart opened, 1 
gave away a guinea among the lacqueys, who eſcorted 
me to the door, flew to the lodgings of Lord Straddle, 


upon whom [I forced my diamond ring, as an acknow- 


ledgment for the great ſervice he had done me, and 
from thence hied myſelf home, with an intent of ſhar- 
ing my happineſs with honeſt Strap. ——1 determined, 


however, to heighten his pleaſure by depreſſing his ſpi- 
rits at firſt, and then bringing in the wy news with 


er heard theſe words than, unable to contain himſelf, 


he cried with diſtraction in his looks, God in heaven 
forbid !'—TI could carry on the farce no longer, but 
laughing in his face, told him every thing that had be- 
fallen, as before recited. His features were immedi- 
ately unbended, and the tranſition ſo affecting, that he 


wept with joy, calling my Lord Strutwell by the ap- 


pellations of Jewel, Phœnix, Rara avis, and pr mins | 
o „55 ᷑œÿw.WWh.. a 


ed the appear- 
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God, that there was till ſome virtue left among our 


nobility.— Our mutual congratulations being over, we 
gave way to our imagination, and anticipated our hap- 
pineſs, by proſecuting our ſucceſs through the diffe. 
rent ſteps of promotion, till I arrived at the rank of a 
prime miniſter, and he to that of my firſt ſecretary, 


Intoxicated with theſe ideas Iwent to the ordinary, 


where meeting with Banter, I communicated the whole 
affair in confidence to him, concluding with an aſi. 


Tance that I would do him all the ſervice in my pows- 


er.-—He heard me to an end with great patience, then 
regarding me a good while with a look of diſdain, pro- 
nounced, So, your buſineſs is done, you think ?— 


As good as done, I believe, (ſaid I)'—* Tl} tell you 


_ (replied he) what will do it more effeftuallv—A hal- 


ter.— Sdeath! if I had been ſuch a gull to two tuch 


| ſcoundrels as Strutwell and Straddle, I would without 


any more ado tuck myſelf up.“ Shocked at this ex- 
clamation, I defired him with ſome confuſon to ex- 


plain himſelf. Upon which he gave me to underſtand, 
that Straddle was a poor contemptible wretch, who 
lived by borrowing and pimping to his fellow pcers; 
that in conſequence of this laſt capacity, he doubtleſe, 
introduced me to Strutwell, who was ſo notorious for 
_ 2 paſſion for his own ſex, that he was amazed his cha- 


racter hid never reached my ears; and that ſo far from 


being able to maintain for me the poit he had promiſed, 


his intereſt at court was ſo low, that he could ſcarce 


provide for a ſuperannuated foutman once a year, in 


Chelſea-hoſpital that it was a common thing for bim 
to amuſe ſtrangers whom his jack- calls run down, with 


ſuch aſſurances and careſſes as he had beſtowed on mt, 
until he had ſtript them of their ch, and every thing 
valuable about them; 


very often of their chaſtity; 
and then leave them a prey to want and infamy z—that 


he allowed his ſervants no other wages than that part 
of the ſpoil which they could gain by then induſtry ; 


and that the whole of his conduct towards me was 4 


_ glaring that no body who knew any thing of man- 
Kind could have been impoſed upon by his Rey, 


— 


ations. 
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| 1 leave the reader to judge how I reliſhed this piece 


of information, which precipitated me from the moſt 
exalted pinnacle of hope, to the loweſt abyſs of deſ- 
pondence ; and well nigh determined me to take Ban- 
ter's advice, and finiſh my chagrin with a halter —L 
had no room to doubt the veracity of my friend, be- 
cauſe upon recollection, I found every circumſtance of 
Strutwell's behaviour, exactly tallying with the charac- 
ter he had deſcribed : His hugs, embraces, ſqueezes, 
and eager looks, were now no longer a myſtery ; no 
more than his defence of Petronius, and the jealous 
frown of his valet de chambre, who, it ſeems was at 
preſent the favourite pathic of his lord. 8 
5 „ | 
I attempt to recover my watch and jewel, but to no © 
purpſe—reſotver to revenge myſelf on Strutavell by 
my imfertunity—am reduced to my laſt guinea—— _ 
obliged to inform Strap of my neceſſity, who is al- 
moſt diſiracted with the news—but nevertheleſs o- 
bliged to pawn my beſt ſword for preſent ſubJiftence— - 
that ſmail ſupply being exhauficd, I am almoſt ftu- 
piſied with my mifortunes—go to the gaming table, 
by the advice of Banter, and come off with unex- 
pected ſucceſs —Strap's extaſy—Mrs. Gawky waits 
upon me, profeſſes remorſe for her perſidy, and im- 
plores my alliſt ance ] do myſelf a piece of juſtice by 
her means and afterwards reconcile her to ber father. 


| WAS fo confounded that I could make no reply 
1 to Banter, who reproached me with great indig- 
nation, for having thrown away upon raſcals, that 
which had it been converted into ready money, would 
have ſupported the rank of a gentleman for ſome 
months, and enabled me at the ſame time to oblige 
my friends, —Stupified as T was, I could eaſily divine 
the ſource of his concern, hat ſneaked away in a ſoli- 
tary manner, without yielding the leaſt anſwer to his 
expoſtulations; and began to deliberate with my- 
ſelf, in what manner I ſhould attempt to re- 
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trieve the moveables I had ſo fooliſhly loſt.—I would 
have thought it no robbery to take them again by 


force, could I have done it without my danger of be. 


ing detected; but as I could have no ſuch opportuni. 


ty, Irefolved to work by fineſſe, and go immediately 
to the lodgings of Straddle, where 1 was ſo forty. 
nate as to find him, —* My Lord (faid I) I have juſt 
recollected, that the diamond I had the honour of pre- 
ſenting to you, is looſened a little in the ſocket, and 
there is a young fellow juſt arrived from Paris, who is 
reckoned the beſt jeweller in Europe; I knew him in 
France, and if your lordſhip will give me leave, will 
carry the ring to him to be ſet to rights.*—His lordſhip 
was not to be caught in this ſnare—he thanked me 
for my offer, and let me know, that having himſelf ob- 


ſierved the defect, he had already ſent it to his own jew- 


eller to be mended. And indeed, by this time, I be- 


lieve it was in the jeweller's hands, though not in or- 
der to be mended, for it ſtood in need of no alteration. 


Baulked in this piece of politicks, I curſed my ſim- 
plicity; but reſolved to play a ſurer game with the 
Earl, which I thus deviſed. —1 did not doubt of being 
admitted into familiar converſation with him, as he- 
fore, and hoped by ſome means to get the watch into 
my hand, then on pretence of winding or playing with 

it, drop it on the floor, which in all probability would 
_ diſorder the work ſo as to ſtop its motion. This event 
would furniſh me with an opportunity of inſiſting upon 
carrying it away in order to be repaired ; and had this 


happened, I ſhould have been in no hurry to bring it 


back.— What a pity it was I could not find an occa- 


ſion of putting this fine ſcheme in execution! When 


I went to renew my viſit to his Jordſhip, my acceſs 
to the parlour was as free as ever; but after I had 

waited ſome time, the valet de chambre came in with 
his Lord's compliments, and a defire to fee me to- 
morrow at his levee, being at preſent ſo much indiſ- 
poſed that he could not ſee company. I interpreted this 
mtllage into a bad omen, and came away, _—_—_— 


— oa * * 
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curſes againſt his lordſhip's politeneſs, and ready to 
go to loggerheads with myſelf for being ſo egregiouſly 
duped. —But that 1 might have ſome ſatisfaction for 
the loſs I had ſuſtained, I beſieged him cloſely at his 
levee, and perſecuted him with my ſollicitations; not 
without faint hopes indeed, of reaping ſomething more 


from my induſtry, than the bare pleaſure of making 


him uneaſy ; though I could never obtain another 


private hearing, during the whole courſe of my at- 
tendance; neither had I refolution enough to unde- 
ceive Strap, whoſe looks in a little time, were ſo whet - 


ted with impatience, that whenever I came home, his 
eyes devoured me, as it were, with eagerneſs of at- 


r 


At length, however, finding myſelf reduced to my 
laſt guinea, I was compelled to diſcloſe my neceſſity, 


e aa pda e to ſweeten the diſcovery by re- 


hearing to him the daily affurances I received from 


my patron, —But theſe promiſes were not of efficacy 


ſufficient to ſupport the ſpirits of my friend, who no 
ſooner underſtood the lowneſs of my finances, than 
uttering a dreadful groan, he exclaimed, * In the 


name of God, what ſhall we do?*—In order to com- 


fort him, I ſaid that many of my acquaintance, who 


were in a worſe condition than we, ſupported, not- 


withſtanding, the character and appearance of gentle- 


men; and adviſing him to thank God that we had as 
yet incurred no debt, propoſed he ſhould pawn my 


ſword of ſteel inlaid with gold, and truſt to my diſ- 


cretion for the reſt. This expedient was wormwogd 
and gall to poor Strap, who, in ſpite of his invincible 


affection for me, Kill retained notions of ceconomy _ 


and expence ſuitable to the narrowneſs of his educa- 
tion; nevertheleſs he complied with my requeſt, and 
raifed teven pieces on the ſword in a twinkling. — 
This ſupply, inconſiderable as it was, made me as 


happy for the preſent, as if I had had five hundred 
pounds in bank; for by this time I was fo well Killed 
in procraſtinating every troubleſome reflection, that 


the proſpect of want ſeldom affected me very . 


| 
| 
. 
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let it be ever ſo near. —And now indeed it was nearer EA 
than I imagined ; for my landlord having occaſion for 1825 
money, put me in mind of my being indebted to him Ln 
five guineas in lodging; and telling me he had a ſum th 
to make up, begged I would excule his importunit an 
and diſcharge the debt. "Though I could ill ſpare ſo W 
much caſh, my pride took the reſolution of diſburſing ce 
it, which J did in a cavalier manner, after he had Pe 
* written a diſcharge, telling him with an air of ſcorn a 
and reſentment, I ſaw he was reſolved that I ſhould m 
not be long in his books; while Strap, who ſtood by, L 
and knew my circumſtances, wrung his hands in ſe- WF u 
eret, gnawed his nether lip, and turned yellow with W h 
deſpair. — Whatever appearance of indifference my MW | 
vanity enabled me to put on, I was thunderſtruck with 1 © 
this demand, which I had no ſooner ſatisfied, tan MW b 
I haſtened into company, with a view of beguil- te 
ing my cares with converſation, or drowning them in 1 ' 
A | | 5 = 
After dinner, a party was accordingly made in the * 
 Foffee-houſe, from whence we adjourned to the ta- a 
vern, where inſtead of ſharing the mirth of the com- 1 
pany, I was as much chagrined at their good humour t 
as a damned foul in hell would be at a glimpſe of hea- 7 
ven. -In vain did I ſwallow bumper after bumper 3 
the wine had loſt its effect upon me, and ſo far from . 
raiſing my dejected ſpirits, could not even lay me 4 
_ aſleep. —Banter, who was the only intimate I had b 
(Strap excepted) perceived my anxiety, and when we I 
| broke up, reproached me with puſillanimity, for being | 
WW * caſt down at any diſappointment that ſuch a raſcal as 
| Strutwell could be the occaſion of.—I told him I did 0 
Wo not at all ſce how Strutwell's being a raſcal alleviated | 


[ my misfortune ; and gave him to underſtand that my 


© Preſent grief did not ſo much proceed from that di- 
appointment, as from the low ebb of my fortune, 

which was funk to ſomething leſs than two guineas. 
At this declaration, he cried, * Pſhaw! is that I 

_ all ?? and aſſured me, there were a thouſand ways of-. 

living in town without fortune, he himſelf having 5 


eager deſire of being acquainted with ſome of theſe 
methods, and he, without further expoſtulation, bid 


me follow him. He conducted me to a houſe under 


the piazzas in Covent Garden, which we entered, 
and having delivered our ſwords to a grim fellow, 
who demanded them at the foot of the ſtair caſe, aſ- 


cended to the ſecond ſtory, where I ſaw multitudes of 


people ſtanding round two gaming tables, loaded in 
a manner, with gold and {ilver,.—My conductor let 
me know that this was the houſe of a worthy Scotch 


Lord, who uſing the privilege of his peerage, had ſet 
up publick gaming tables, from the profits of which 


he drew a comfortable hvelihood.—He then explained 
the difference between the /itters, and the befters ; 
characterized the firſt as old rooks, and the laſt as bub- 


bles; and adviſed me to try my fortune at the filver 


table by betting a crown at a time—Before I would 


venture any thing, I conſidered the company more 
particularly, and there appeared ſuch a groupe of 


villainous faces, that I was ſtruck with horror and 
aſtoniſhment at the fight! I fignified my furprize to 


Banter, who whiſpered in my ear, that the bulk of 
thoſe preſent were ſharpers, highwaymen, and appren- 


| tices, who having embezzled their maſter's caſh, made 
a deſperate pulh in this place, to make up their deh- 


ciencies.— This account did not encourage me to ha- 
zard any part of my (mall pittance; but at length be- 
ing teized by the importunities of my friend, who di- 


ſured me there was no danger of being ill uſed, peo- 


| ple being hired hy the owner tò ſee juſtice done to 
every body; I began by riſquing one ſhilling, and in 
| leſs than an hour, my winning amounted to thirty.— 


Convinced by this time of the fairneſs of the game, 
and animated with ſucceſs, there was no need for fur- 
ther perſuaſion to continue the play : I lent Banter 
(who ſeldom had any money in his pocket) a guinea, 


which he carried to the gold table and loſt in a mo- 
ment.,—He would have borrowed another, but find- _ 


ing me deaf to his arguments, went away ig a pet.— 
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ſiſted many years entirely by his wit.—I expreſſed an 
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Mean while my gain advanced to fix pieces, and m 
deſire of more increaſed in proportion; ſo that I moved 
to the higher table, where I laid half a guinea on ever 


throw, and fortune till favouring me, I became a fitter, 


In which capacity I remained until it was broad day ; 
when I found myſelf, after many viciſſitudes, one 
hundred and fifty guineas in pocket. | 


Thinking it now high time to retire with my hooty, 
I aſked if any body would take my place, and made 
a motion to riſe; upon which, an old Gaſcon, who 


fat oppoſite to me, and of whom I had won a little 
money, ſtarted up with fury in his looks, crying, 
© Reflez, foutre, reflez, il faut donner moi mon ravan- 
chio”” At the fame time, a Jew, who ſat near the 


other, inſinuated that I was more beholden to art 


than fortune, for what I had got; that he had obſerv- 


ed me wipe the table very often, and that ſome of the 


_ diviſions ſeemed to be greaſy. This intimation pro- 
| duced a great deal of clamour againſt me, eſpecially 


among the loſers, who threatened with many oaths 


and imprecaticns to take me up by a warrant as a 
| ſharper, unleſs 1 would compromiſe the affair by re- 
funding the greateſt part of my winning.-—Though ! 


was far from being eaſy under this accuſation, I relicd 


upon my innocence, threatened in my turn to proſecute 
the Jew for defamation, and boldly offered to ſubmit 


my cauſe to the cxamination of any juſtice in Weitmin- 
ſter; but they knew themſelves too well to put thei: 
characters on that iſſue, and finding I was not to be 
intimidated into any conceſſion, dropt their plea, and 
made way for me to withdraw. I would not however 


| tir from the table until the Iſiaelite had retracted what 
he faid to my diladvantage, and aſked pardon before the 


whole aſſembly. 


As I marched out with my prize, I happened to 
tread upon the toes of a tall, raw-boned fellow, with 
a hooked noſe, fierce eyes, black, thick eye-hrows, 3 
pig tail wig, of the ſame colour, and a formidable | 
hat pulled over his forehead, who ſtood gnawing his 
fingers in the crowd, and no ſooner felt the application 
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of my ſhoe-heel, than he roared out in a tremendous | 
voice, Blood and wounds! you fon of a whore, 


what's that for? —I aſked pardon with a great deal 
sf ſubmiſſion, and proteſted I had no intention of 
hurting him; but the more I humbled myſelt, the 
more he ſtormed, and inſiſted upon gentlemanly ſatis- 


faction, at the ſame time provoking me with ſcanda- 


jous names, that I cculd not put up with; fo that I 
gave a looſe to my paſſion, returned his Billingſgate, 


and challenged him to follow me down to the piazzas. 


— His indignation cooling as mine warmed, he re- 


| Fiſed my invitation, ſaying he would chuſe his own. 


time, and returned towards the table muttering threats, 
which I neither dreaded nor diſtinctly heard; but de- 


ſcending with great deliberation, received my ſword 
from the door-keeper, whom I gratified with a guinea 
according to the cuſtom of the place, and went home 


in a rapture of joy. 


My faithful valet, who had fat up all night in the 
utmoſt uneaſineſs on my account, let me in with his 
face beſlabbered with tears, and followed me to my 
chamber, where he ſtood ſilent like a condemned cri- 
minal, in expectation of hearing that every ſhilling was 
ſpent.— gueſſed the fituation of his thoughts, and 
aſſuming a ſullen look, bid him fetch me ſome water 
to waſh. —He replied, without lifting his eyes from the 
ground, In my ſimple conjecture, you have more 
occaſion for reſt, not having (I ſuppole) ſlept theſe four 
* Bring me ſome water, (ſaid 


and twenty hours? 
I in a peremptory tone 3) upon which he ſneaked away 


ſhrugging his ſhoulders. Before he returned J had 


ſpread my whole ſtock on the table in the moſt oſtenta- 
tious manner; ſo that when it firſt ſaluted his view, he 


| Rood like one intranced, and having rubbed his eyes 
more than once, to aſſure himſelf of his being awake, 
broke out into, Lord have mercy upon us, what a 

vaſt treaſure is here!“ — Tis all our own, Strap, 


(ſaid I) take what is neceſſary, and redeem the ſword 


immediately. — He advanced towards the table, ſtopt 


ſhort by the. way, looked at the money and me by turns, 
1 e dy 
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and with a wildneſs in his countenance, produced from | 
joy checked by diſtruſt, cried, * I dare ſay it is ho- that 


neſtly come by. To remove his ſcruples, I made hell 
him acquainted with the whole ſtory of my ſucceſs, life, 
on hearing of which, he danced about the room, in beer 
an extaſy, crying, God be praiſed !—a white ſtone! his. 
God be praiſed ! a white ſtone !—So that I was afraid on 
the ſudden change of fortune had diſordered his intel- witl 
leéts, and that he was run mad with joy. Extremely miſ 
concerned at this event, I attempted to reaſon him out tim 
of his frenzy, but to no purpoſe, for without regard- me 
ing what I ſaid, he continued to friſk up and down, tha 
and repeat his rhapſody of God be praiſed ! a white afte 
ſtone!*' At laſt, I roſe in the utmoſt conſternation, tha 
and laying violent hands upon him, put a ſtop to his diec 
extravagance, by fixing him down to a ſettee that was able 
in the room. — This conſtraint baniſhed his delirium; frie 
he ſtarted as if. juſt awoke, and terrified at my be- knc 

| haviour, cried, What is the matter?* When he ſhe 
learned the cauſe of my apprehenſion, he was aſhamed kin 
of his tranſports, and told me that in mentioning the gen 
white ſtone, he alluded to the Dies faſti of the Romans, be 
albo la pide notat i. | 333 
Having no inclination to ſleep, I ſecured my caſh, me 
dreſſed, and was juſt going abroad, when the ſer vant W hay 
of the houſe told me, there was a gentlewoman at the raid 
door, who wanted to ſpeak with me.—Surprized at me, 
this information, I bid Strap ſhew her up, and in leſs pox 
than a minute ſaw a young woman of a ſhabby, de- 8 
cayed appearance, enter my room. After half a dozen van 
court'ſies, ſhe began to ſob, and told me her name of 
was Gawky; upon which I immediately recollec- bay 
ted the features of Miſs Lavement, who had been the dee 
firſt occaſion of my misfortunes. — Though I had all but 
the reaſon in the world to reſent her treacherous uſage cor 
of me, I was moved at her diſtreſs, and profeſſing my he 

| ſorrow at ſeeing her ſo reduced, deſired her to fit, an ber: 
enquired into the particulars of her ſituation, —She af. 
fell upon her knees, and implored my forgiveneſs for wh 


tthe injuries ſhe had done me, proteſting before God, MI 
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that ſhe was forced againſt her inclination, into that 
helliſh conſpiracy which had almoſt deprived me of my 
life, by the intreaties of her huſband, who having 
been afterwards renounced by his father on account of 
his marriage with her, and unable to ſupport a family 
on his pay, left his wife at her father's houſe, and went 
with the regiment to Germany, where he was broke for 
miſbehaviour at the battle of Dettingen; ſince which 
time ſhe had heard no tidings of him. She then gave 
me to underſtand with many ſymptoms of penitence, 
that it was her misfortune to bear a child four months 
after marriage, by which her parents were fo incenſed, 
that ſhe was turned out of doors with the infant, that 
died ſoon after; and had hitherto ſubſiſted in a miſer- 
able indigent manner, on the extorted charity of a fer 
friends, who were now quite tired of giving ; that not 
knowing where or how to ſupport herſelf one day longer, 
ſhe had fled for ſuccour even to me, who of all man- 
kind had the leaſt cauſe to aſſiſt her, relying upon the 
generoſity of my diſpoſition, which, ſhe hoped would 
be pleaſed with this opportunity of avenging itſelf in 
the nobleſt manner, on the wretch who had wronged 


me. I was very much affected with her diſcourſe, and 


having no cauſe to ſuſpect the ſincerity of her repentance, 
raiſed her up, freely pardoned all ſhe had done againſt 
me, and promiſed to befriend her as much as lay in my 
power, 3% | „„ 
Since my laſt arrival in London, I had made no ad- 
vances to the apothecary, imagining it would be im- 
umn for me to make my innocence appear, ſo un- 
appily was my accuſation circumſtanced: Strap in- 
deed had laboured to juſtify me to the ſchoolmaſter ; 
but ſo far from ſucceeding in his attempt, Mr Con- 
cordance dropt all correſpondence. with him, becauſe 
he refuſed to quit his connection with me.—— Things 
being in this | et I thought a fairer opportunity 
of vindicating my character could not offer, than that 
which now preſented itſelf therefore ſtipulated with 
Mrs. Gawky, that before I yielded her the leaſt 
alliance, ſhe ſhould do me the juſtice to clear my re- 
| | ot ETD. putation, 
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putation, by explaining upon oath before a magiſtrate, 


the whole of the conſpiracy, as it had been executed 


againſt me. — When ſhe had given me this fatisfac. 
tion, I preſented her with five guineas, a fum fo much 
above her expectation, that ſhe could ſcarce believe 
the evidence of her ſenſes, and was ready to worſhip 
me for my benevolence. —The declaration figned with 
her own hand, I ſent to her father, who, upon recol- 
lecting and comparing the circumſtances of my charge, 
was convinced of my integrity, and waited on me next 
day, in company with his friend the ſchoolmaſter, to 
whom he had communicated my vindication.— Alter 
mutual ſalutation, Monſieur Lavement began a long 
apology for the unjuſt treatment I received; but I ſaved 
him a good deal of breath, by interrupting his harangue, 
_ and alfuring him, that fo far from entertaining any 
reſentment againſt him, I thought myſelf obliged to 
his lenity, which allowed me to eſcape, after ſuch 
ſtrong preſumptions of guilt appeared againſt me, 


Mr. Concordance thinking it now his turn to ſpeak, 


obſerved, that Mr. Random had too much candor and 
ſagacity to be diſobliged at their conduct, which, all 
things conſidered, could not have been otherwiſe, with 
any honeſty of intention, © Indeed, (ſaid he) if the 
plot had been unravelled to us by any ſupernatural in- 
telligence; if it had been whiſpered by a genie, com- 
municated by a dream, or revealed by an angel from 
on high, we ſhould have been to blame in crediting 
_ ocular demonſtration ;-—but as we were left in the miſt 
of mortality, it cannot be expected we ſhould be in- 
capable of impoſition. I do aſſure you Mr. Random, 
no man on earth is more pleaſed than I am at triumph 
of your character; and as the news of your misfortune 
panged me to the very entrails, this manifeſtation ot 
your innocence makes m/ midrit quiver with joy. —1 
thanked him for his concern, defired them to undeccive 
thoſe of their acquaintance who judged harſhly of me, 
and having treated them with a glaſs of wine, repre- 
ſented to Lavement the deplorable condition of his 
daughter, and pleaded her cauſe fo effe&tually, that he 
e Ee pg Hs „5 conlented 
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CHAP. LIII. 


[ purchaſe new chaths——reprimand Strutuell and 


Stradale Banter profoſes another matrimonial 


ſcheme I accept of his *erms—ſet out for Bath in a 


fage- coach, with the young lady and hen mother — 


the behaviour of an officer and a lawyer, —our fel. 


low travellers deſcribed—a ſmart dialogue betaueen 


my nmiſireſs and the captain. 


T AVING finiſhed this affair to my fatisfaRion, 
J found myſelf perfectly at eaſe, and looking up- 


on the gaming table as a certain reſo urce for a gen- 


tleman in want, became more gay than ever. — 


Although my cloaths were almoſt as good as new, I 
grew aſhamed of wearing them, bccauſe I thought 


every body by this time, had got an inventory of my 


tor half the value, and bought two new ſuits with the 


money. I likewiſe purchaſed a plain gold watch, 
* deſpairing of recovering that which I had ſo foolyhly 
given fo Strutwell, whom, notwithſtanding, I fill 
continued to viſit at his levee, until the ambaſſador _ 
he had mentioned, ſet out with a ſecretary of his 


ROD ERICK RANDOM. 143 
conſented to ſettle a ſmall annuity on her for life; but 
could not be perſuaded to take her home, becauſe her 
mother was ſa much incenſed that the would never ſee 
her. NT 5 1 


wardrobe — For which reaſon, I diſpoſed of a good 
part of my apparel to a ſaleſman in Monmouth-ftreet, 


own chuſing.——TI thought myſelf then at liberty to 


expoſtulate with his lordſhip, whom I treated with 


great freedom in a letter, for amuſing me with vain 


| hopes, when he neither had the power nor inclinati- | 
on to provide for me, —Nor was I leſs reſerved with 
| Straddle, whom I in perſon reproached for miſre- 
* preſenting to me the character of Strutwell, which I 
did not ſcruple to aver was infamous in every reſ- 
| pet. -— He ſeemed very much enraged at my free- . 
dom; taiked a great deal about his quality and ho- 
4 ET | „ nour, 


144 THE ADVENTURES OF 
nour, and began to make ſome compariſons which, I 
thought ſo injurious to mine, that I demanded an 


explanation with great warmth; and he was mean 


enough to equiyocate, and condeſcend in ſuch a man- 
ner, that I left him with an hearty contempt of his 
behaviour, : „„ 
About this time Banter, who had obſerved a ſur- 
priſing and ſudden alteration in my appearance and 
diſpoſition, began to enquire very minutely into the 
cauſe 3 and as I did not think fit to let him know the 
true ſtate of the affair, leſt he might make free with 


my purſe, on the ſtrength of having propoſed the 


| ſcheme that filled it, I told him that I had received a 


ſmall ſupply, from a relation in the country, Wo 
at the ſame time had promiſed to uſe all his intereſt 


(which was not ſmall) in ſoliciting ſome poſt for me, 
that would make me eaſy for life. ——-* If that be the 
caſe (ſaid Banter) perhaps you won't care to mortity 

yourſelf a little in making your fortune another way. 
El have a relation who is to ſet out for Bath next 


week. with an only daughter, who being fickly and 
decrepid, intends to drink the waters for the recovery 


of her health. — Her father, who was a rich Turkey- 


- merchant, died about a year ago, and left her with 
2 fortune of twenty thouſand pounds, under the ſole 


management of her mother, who is my kinſwoman.— 
I would have put in for the plate myſelf, but there 
is a breach at preſent between the old woman and me. 
Lou muſt know, that ſome time ago I borrowed a 
(mall ſum of her, and promiſed, it ſeems, to pay it 
before a certain time ; but being diſappointed in my 
expectation of money trom the country, the day elapſed 
without my being able to take up my note; upon 
which, ſhe wrote a peremptory letter, threatening to 
_ arreſt me, if I did not pay the debt immediately: 
Nettled at this preciſe behaviour, I ſent a damned 
ſevere anſwer, which enraged her ſo much, that ſhe 


actually took out a writ againit me. — Whereupon, 
finding the thing grow ſerious, I got a friend to ad- 
vance the money for me, diſcharged the debt, went 


.b 
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to her houſe, and abuſed her for her unfriendly dealing. 


ther with ſuch virulence and volubility of tongue, that 


I was fain to make my retreat, after having been 


honoured with a great many ſcandalous epithets, which 
gave me plainly to underſtand that I had nothing to 


hope from the eſteem of the one, or the affection of 
the other. As they are both utter ſtrangers to life, it 
is a thouſand to one but the girl will be picked up by 
ſome ſcoundrel or other at Bath, if I don't provide 


for her otherwiſe, —You are a well-looking fellow, 
Random, and can behave as demurely as a quaker.— 


Now if you will give me an obligation for five hundred 


pounds, to be paid fix months after your marriage, T 

will put you is method of carrying her in ſpite of all 

e | VV 
This propoſal was too advantageous for me, to be 


refuſed : The writing was immediately drawn and 
executed; and Banter giving me notice of the time 


when, and the ſtage-coach in which they were to ſet 


out, I beſpoke a place in the ſame convenience; and 
having hired a horſe for Strap, who was charmed with 


the project, ſet out accordingly, © 


As we embarked before day, I had not the pleaſure _ 
for ſome time of ſecin g Miſs Snapper (that was the 
name of my miſtreſs) nor even of perceiving the num 
ber and ſex of my fellow-travellers, although I gueſ- 
ſed that the coach was full, by the difficulty I found 


in ſeating myſelf.— The firit five minutes paſſed in a 
general ſilence, when all of a ſudden, the coach 


heeling to one fide, a boiſterous voice pronounced, 


© To the right and left, cover your flanks, damme 


whiz?” I eafily diſcovered by the tone and matter of 


this exclamation, that it was uttered by a ſon of Mars; 
neither was it hard to conceive the profeſſion of ano- 
ther perſon, who fat oppoſite to me, and obſerved, 
that we ought to have been well ſatisfied of the ſe- 


curity, before we entered upon the premiſes. —Theſle 
two ſallies had not the deſired effect: We continued 


# 
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she was provoked by my reproaches, and ſcolded in 
her turn. The little deformed urchin joined her mo- 
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26 THE ADVENTURES OF 
2 good while as mute as before, till at length the gentle. 
man of the ſword, impatient of longer filence, made 
a ſecond effort, by ſwearing he had got into a meeting 
of quakers.—* I believe ſo too (ſaid a ſhrill female 
voice, at my left hand) for the ſpirit of folly begins to 
move. — Out with it then, madam,” (replied the 
_ foldier)—< You ſeem to have no occaſion for a mid- 
wife, (cried the lady.)—* D- n my blood! (exclaim. 
ed the other) a man can't talk to a woman, but the 
immediately thinks of a midwife. —“ True, Sir, (faid | 
ſhe) I long to be delivered. What! of a moufſe, 
madam? (ſaid he)—* No, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) of a fool. 
— Are you far gone with fool ?* (jaid he)“ Little 
more than two miles, (ſaid ſhe)—* By Gad, you're a 
wit, madam,” (cried the officer)—* I wiſh I could with 
| ng juſtice return the compliment, (ſaid the lady.)— 
© Zounds! I have done, (laid he) —“ Your bolt is 
ſoon ſhot, according to the proverb, (faid ſhe)—The 
Wouaarrior's powder was quite ipent ; the lawyer adviſed 
Him to drop the proſecution, and a grave matron, who 
fat on the left hand of the victorious wit, told her ſhe 
muſt not let her tongue run ſo faſt among ſtrangers.— 
This reprimand, ſoftened with the appellation of child, 
convinced me that the ſatyrical lady was uo other than 
_ Miſs Snapper, and I reſolved to regulate my conduct 
_ accordingly. The champion finding himſelf ſo ſmartly 
_ Handled, changed his battery, and began to expatiate 
on his own exploits.—* You talk of ſhot, madam, 
(laid he) damme ! I have both given and received ſome 
mot in my time.—I was wounded in the ſhoulder by a 
piſtol ball at Dettingen, where—I ſay nothing—but 
by G- d! if it had not been for me—all's one for that 
El deſpiſe boaſting, d—me! whiz '—So faying, he 
 whiſtled one part, and hummed another of the Black 
Joke; then addreſſing himſelf to the lawyer, went on 
thus, Wouldn't you think it damned hard, after 
having at the riſk of your life, recovered the ſtan- 
dard of a regiment, that had been loſt, to reccive no 
preferment for your pains! I don't chuſe to name no 
names, link me! but, howſomever, this I will refer g 


e 23 
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guards, having taken a ſtandard from a certain cornet 
of a certain regiment, damme! was retreating with 
his prize, as faſt as his horſe's heels could carry him, 


fink me! Upon which, I ſnatch:d up a firclock that 


belonged to a dead man, damme ! whiz ! and ſhot his 
horſe under him, d—n my blood! The fellor got upon 
bis feet and began to _ me, upon which 1 charged 


my bayonet breaſt- -high, and run him through the body, 


by Gd —— One of his comrades coming to his 


afliſtance, ſhot me in the ſhoulder, as I told you be- 


fore ; and another gave me a confuſion on the head 
with the but end of his carbine; but damme, that 


did not fignify—1 killed one, put the other to flight, 
and taking up the ſtandard carried it off very deliber- 
ately. — But the beſt joke of all was, the ſon of a b—ch 


of a cornet who had ſurrendered it in a cowardly man- 


ner, ſeeing it in my poſſeſſion, demanded it from me, 


in the front of the line. '—P —n my blood (fays he) 
where did you find my frandard r* (favs he)—* D—n 
my blood (ſaid I) where (ſaid I) did you loſe it?“ (fard 
J.)— That's nothing to you (ſays be)! tis my ſtandard 


(ſays he) and by G-—d I I have 1t,” (ſays he) — Dun 


—ti—on ſeize me (fays I) if you ſhall (ſaid I) till 3 


have firſt delivered it to the general (fays I;) and ac- 


1 cordingly I went to the head-, quarters after the battle, 
and delivered it to my Lord Stair, who promiſed to do 


for me, but I am no more than a poor lieutenant ſtill, 
dun my blood,” 


Having vented this repetition of expletives, the 


lawyer owned be had not been requited according ta 
bis deſerts ; obſerved that the labourer is always wor- 


thy of his hire, and aſked if the promiſe was made 
© before witneſſes, becauſe in that caſe the Jaw would 
- compel the general to per form it but underſtanding 
that the promiſe was made during fete a fete, over 
a bottle, without being reſtricted to time or terms, he 
pronounced it not valid in law, proceeded to enquire 
into the particulars of the battle, and afirmed, that 
© Yhovgh the Fog had drawn themiclyes into a 
; E Eo 8 
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by 6d, and that is this, a naſqueteer of the French | 
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nas THE ADVENTURES OF ----.. 
premunire at firit, the French managed their cauſe { 
lamely in the courſe of their diſpute, that they would | 
have been utterly nonſuited, had they not obtained a 
a noli-proſequi—In ſpite of theſe enlivening touches, 
the converſation was like to ſuffer another long inter- 
ruption; when the lieutenant, unwilling to conceal 
any of his accompliſhments that could be diſplayed in 
his preſent ſituation, offered to regale the company with 
a ſong ; and interpreting our filence into a delire of 


hearing, began to warble a faſhionable air, che firk 
ſtanza of which he pronounced thus: : 
Would you taſk the moon ty'd hair, 
To yon flagrant beau repair; 
Where warning with the poppling vow, 
The bantling fine will ſhelter you, &c.“ 


Fan,, aa 


The ſenſe of the reſt he perverted as he went on, with 


ſuch ſurprizing facility, that I could not help thinking 

he had. been at ſome pains to burleſque the perform mnce, 

_ —Mils Snapper aſcribed it to the. true cauſe, namely, 
ignorance ; and when he aiked her how ſhe reliſhed his 
mulick, anſwered, in her opinion, the muſick and the 
words were much of a piece. —*.O! d—n my blood! 

(ſaid he) I take that as a high compliment; for every 

body allows the words are damnable fine.*—* They 

may be ſo (replied the lady) for aught I know, but 
they are above my comprehenſion.—“ I an't obliged Þ 
to find you comprehenſion, madam, curſe me l cried ] 
he.) —“ No, nor to ſpeak ſenſe neither, (ſaid ſhe)—— ti 
© D—n my. heart (ſaid he) I'll ſpeak what I pleaſe.— m 
Here the lawyer interpoſed, by telling him there were hh. 
| ſome things he mult not ſpeak. —-And upon being defied ſo 
to give an inſtance, mentioned Treaſon and Detamation. ſe 


As for the king, (cried the foldier) God bleG hi 
him—-I eat his bread, and have loſt blood in his cauſe, Þ. ey 
therefore I have nothing to ſay to him but by G—d,Þ th 
I é dare ſay any thing to any other man. —“ No, (fad ſes 
the lawyer) you dare not call me rogue. — Damme, fo ar 


what? (faid the other.) — Becauſe (replied th 
counſellor) © I ſhould have a good action againſt you 
and recover'— Well, well, (cried the officer) if I dar 
VV „ „„ ==: ml 
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not call you rogue, I dare think you one, damme ! — 
This ſtroke of wit he accompanied with a loud laugh 
of ſelf approbation, which unluckily did not affect tlie 
audience, but effectually ſilenced his antagoniſt, who 
did not open his mouth for the ipace of an hour there- 
after, except to clear his pipe with three hemms, which, 
however produced nothing. e e 


CHAP. LIV, 


Day breaking, have the pleaſure of viewing the per- 


fon of Miſs Snapper, whom I had not ſeen before 


the ſoldier is witty upon me is offended, talks much 


of bis val)ur—is reprimanded by a grave gentlewso- 


man—we are alarmed with the cry of highwaymen 
I get out of the coach and fland on my defence 
_ they ride off without having attacked us—I purſue 
them—one f them ic thrown from his horſe and taken 


II return to the coach—am complimented by Miſs = 
 Snapper—the captain's bebawiour on this occaſion the 


prude reproaches mein a foliloguy—1 u;braid ber in 


the ſame manner—the behaviour of Mrs. Snafper at 


breakf. | 
the officer, who threatens him. 


'N the mean time, day breaking in upon us, diſco- 


vered to one another the faces of their feilow- 


travellers ; and I had the good fortune to find my 


miſtreſs not quite ſo deformed nor diſagreeable as ſhe 


had been repreſented to me.— Her head, indeed, bore 


ſome reſemblance to a hatchet, the edge being repre- 


ſented by her face; but ſhe had a certain delicacy in 


her complexion, and a great deal of vivacity in her 


eyes, which were very large and black; and though 
the protuberance of her breaſt, when conſidered alone, 
ſeemed to drag her forwards, it was ealy to perceive. 


an equivalent on her back which balanced the other, 
and kept her body in equilibrio.—On the whole, I 
thought I ſhould have great reafon to congratulate 
myſelf, if it ſhould be my fate to poſſeſs twenty thou- 
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jand pounds encumbered with ſuch a wife — I began 
therefore to deliberate about the moſt probable means 
of acquiring the conqueſt, and was fo much engrofied 
by this idea, that I fcarce took any notice of the reſt 
of the people in the coach, but revolved my profpe& 
in ſilence; while the converfwion was maintamnad as 
before, by the object of my hopes, the ſon of Mars, 
and the barriſter, who by this time had recoliceted 
himſelf, and talked in terms as much as eyer.-—-—At 
length à diſpute happened, which ended in a wager, 


to be determined by me, who was fo much abſocbed in 
_ contemplation, that I neither heard the reference nor 


the queſtion which was put to me by each in his turn, 
Affronted at my ſuppoſed contempt, the ſoldier with 
great vociferation ſwore, I was either dumb or deaf, 


if not both, and that I Jeoked as if I could not fy 
Boh to @ gooſe. —Arouſed at this obſervation, I fixed 


my eyes upon him, and pronounced with emphaſis the 


iůnterjection Boh! Upon which he cocked his hat in a 


fierce manner, and cried, Damme, Sir, what d'ye 
mean by that ?*—Had I intended to aniwer him, which 
by the bye, was not my deſign, I ſhould have been 


anticipated by Miſs, who told him, my meaning was 
to ſhew, that I could cry boh ! to a gooſe; and laughed 


very heartily at my laconic reproof.—Her explanation 


and mirth did not help to appeaſe his wrath, which 


broke out in ſeveral martial inſinuations, ſuch as-—* I 
do not underſtand ſuch freedoms, damme !—D—n my 
blood! I'm a gentleman, and bear the king's commil- 
fion.—'Sblood ! ſome people deſerve to have their noſes 


pulled for their impertinence.— I thought to have 
checked theſe ejaculations by a frown ; becauſe he had 
_ talked ſo much of his valour, that I had long ago 


rated him an aſs in a lion's ſkin ; but fo far from an- 
ſwering my expectation, he took umbrage at the con- 
traction of my brows, ſwore he did not value my ſulky 
look a fig's end, and proteſted he feared no man -eath- 


ing RMiſs Snapper faid, ſhe was very glad to find her- 


ſelf in company with a man of ſo much courage, who 
The did not doubt would protect us from the attempts 
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of highwaymen during our journey.—* Make your. 


ſelf perfectly eaſy on that head, madam (replied the 
officer) I have got a pair of piſtols. (here they are) 


which I took from a horſe officer at the battle of Det- 


tingen—they are double loaded, and if any highway- 


man in England robs you of the value of a pin While 


J have the honour of being in your company, d—n 


my heart.'—When he had expreſſed himſelf in this 
manner, a prim gentlewoman, who had fat filent hi- 


therto, opened her mouth, and faid, ſhe wondered 
how any man could be ſo rude as to pull out ſuch 


weapons before ladies. Damme, madam, (cried the 


champion) if you are ſo much afraid at fight of a piſ- 
tol, how d'ye propoſe to ſtand fire if there ſhould be 
occaſion ?*—She let him know, that if ſhe thought he 


could be ſo unmannerly as to uſe fire- arms in her pre- 


ſence, whatever might be the occaſion, ſhe would get 
out of the coach immediately, and walk to the next 
village, where ſhe might procure a convenience to her- 


{e]f,—Before he could make any anſwer, my Dulci- 


nea interpoſed, and obſerved, that fo far from being 
offended at a gentleman's uſing his arms in his own 
defence, the thought herſelf very lucky in being along 
with one by whoſe valour ſhe ſtood a good chance of 
ſaving herielf from being rifled.— The prude caſt a 
diſdainful look at Miſs, and ſaid, that people who 
have but little to loſe, are ſometimes the moſt ſolici- 


tous about preſerving it.—The old lady was affronted 
at this innuendo, and took notice, that people ought 


to be very well informed before they ſpeak ſlightly of 


other people's fortune, left they diſcover their own 
envy, and make themſelves ridiculous. —The daughter 


| declared, that the did not pretend to vie with any body. 
in point of riches; and if the lady who inſiſted upon 
non- reſiſtance; would promile to indemnify us all for 


the loſs we ſhould ſuſtain ; ſhe would be one of the firft 
to perſuade the captain to fubmiffion, in caſe we ſhould 
be attacked. —To this propoſal, reaſonable as it was, 


the reſerved lady made no other reply, than a ſcornful 
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glance and a toſs of her head,—T was very well pleaſed 
with the ſpirit of my miſtreſs; and even wiſhed for an 
opportunity of diſtinguiſhing my courage under her 


eye, which I believed, could not fail of prepoſſeſſing 
her in my favour ; when all of a ſudden, Strap rode 


up to the coach door, and told us in a great fright, 
that two men on horſe-back were croſſing the heath. 
8 by this time we had paſſed Hounſlow) and made 


irectly towards us. This piece of information was 


no ſooner delivered, than Mrs. Snapper began to 
_ ſcream, her daughter grew pale, the other lady pulled 


out her purſe to be in readineſs, the lawyer's teeth 
chattered, while he pronounced, * Tis no matter 


we'll ſue the county and recover.'—The captain gave 
evident ſigns of. confuſion; and J, after having com- 
manded the coachman to ſtop, opened the door, jump- 
ed out, and invited the warrior to follow me.—But 
finding him backward and aſtoniſhed, I took his piſtols, 
and giving them to Strap, who had by this time a 
lighted, and trembled very much, I mounted on horſe- MW 
back; and taking my own ; (which I could better de- 
pend upon) from the holſters, cocked them both, and 


faced-t le rohbers, who were now very near us. —8ee— 


ing me ready to es them on horſe-back, and ano- W 
foot, they made a halt at ſome diſ- 
tance to reconnoitre us, and after having rode round us 


twice, myſelf ſtill facing about as they rode, went 


off the ſame way they came, at a hand gallop.— A 
gentleman's ſervant coming up with a horſe at the ſaws? 


time, I offered him a crown to aſſiſt me in purſuing 


them, which he no ſooner accepted, than I armed him 
with the officer's piſtols, and we galloped after the 


thieves, who truſting to the ſwiftneſs of their horſes, 
ſtopped till we came within ſhot of them, and then 


firing at us, put their nags to the full ſpeed. —We 


followed them as far as our beaſts could carry us, but 
not being ſo well mounted as they, our efforts would 


have been to little purpoſe, had not the horſe of one of 
them ſtumbled and thrown his rider with ſuch violence 
over his head, that he lay ſenſeleſs, when we came ps 
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and was taken without the leaſt oppoſition, while his 
comrade conſulted his own ſafety in flight, without 
regarding the diſtreſs of his friend. We ſcarce had 


time to make ourſelves maſters of his arms, and. tye 


his hands together, before he recovered his ſenſes; 


when learning his ſituation, he affected ſurprize, de- 


manded to know by what authority we uſe] a gentleman 


m that manner, and had the napudence to threaten us 
with a proſecution for robbery. In the mean time we 
Perceived Strap coming up with a crowd of people, 


armed with different kinds of weapons; and amongit 


the reſt a farmer, who no ſooner perceived the thief. 


whom we had fecured, than he cried with great emo- 


tion, © There's the fellow who robbed me an hour 
ago, of twenty pounds in a canvas bag.'—He was 


immediately ſearched, and the money found exactly as 


it had been deſcribed: Upon which, we committed him 
to the charge of the countryman, who carried him to 


the town of Hounſlow, which it ſecms the farmer had 


alarmed ; and having ſatisfied the footman for his 
trouble according to promiſe, I returned with Strap to 
the coach, where I found the captain and lawyer buſy 


in adminifiring felling bottles and cordials to the 


grave lady, who had gone iato a fit at the noile of the 


firing. = FVV | 
When I had taken my feat, Miſs Snapper, who 


from the coach had ſeen every thing that happened, 


made me a complunent on my behaviour, and ſaid, 
ſhe was glad to jce me returned, without having re- 


ceived any injury; her mother too owned herſelf ob- 
liged to my reſolution; and the lawyer told me, that 


I was entitled by act of parliament to a reward of for- 


ty pounds, for having apprehended a highwayman,— 


The ſoldier obſerved with a countenance in which im- 


pudence and ſhame ſtruggling, produced ſome difoxder, 


that if I had not been in ſuch a damned hurry to get 
out of the coach, he would have ſecured the rogues 


effectually, without all this buſtle and loſs of time, : 
by a ſcheme which my heat and precipitation ruined, 
For my own part, (continued he) I am always ex- 
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1d THE ADVENTURES OF 
tremely cool on theſe occaſions.— “. So it appeared by 
your trembling (ſaid the young lady.) —“ Death and 
damnation (cried he) your ſex protects you, madam ; 
if any man on earth durſt tell me fo much, I'd fend 
him to hell, damn my heart! in an inſtant.—80 fay- 
ing, he fixed his eyes upon me, and aſked if I had ſeen 
him tremble.— I anſwered without heſitation, * Yes.” 

— Damme, Sir, (ſaid he) d'ye doubt my eourage ** 
1 replied, Very much. — This declaration quite 
diſconcerted him. He looked blank, and pronounced 
with a faultering voice, Oh! 'tis very well 
d—n my blood ! I ſhall find a time.— 1 ſignified my 
contempt of him, by thruſting my tongue into my 
check, which humbſed him ſo much, that he ſearce 
{wore another oath aloud during the whole: journey. 

The preciſe lady, having recruited her ſpirits by the 
help of tome ſtrong waters, began a ſoliloquy, in 
which ſhe wondered that any man who pretended to 
maintain the character of a gentleman, could, for 
the ſake of a little paultry coin, throw perſons of ho- 
nour into ſuch quandaries as might endanger their 
lives; and profeſſed her ſurprize, that women were 
not aſhamed to commend ſuch brutality, At the ſame 
time vowing, that for the future the would never -ſet 
foot in a llage- coach, if a private convenience could 
be had for love or money. 

Nettled at her remarks, I took the hs method of 
conveying my ſentiments, and wondered in my ten, 
that any woman of common ſenſe, ſhould be fo un- f 

a 


reaſonable as to expect that people who had neither 
acquaintance nor connection with her, would tamely |. 
allow themſelves to be robbed and mal-treated, meerly 1 
to indulge her capricious humour. I likewiſe pro- 
feſſed my aſtoniſhment at her inſolence and ingratitude 
in taxing a perſon with brutality, who deſerved her 
approbation and acknowledgment ; ; and vowed, that if 
ever we ſhould be aſſaulted again, I would leave he: 5 
to the mercy of the ſpoiler, that ſhe might know the 
yalue of my e 1 * 


Thus 


but ſhe laboured under ſuch a profuſion of talk, that! 


got more twiſts from nature, than I N obſerv- 


RO D̈UERICEK RANDOM. ng; 

This perſon of konour did not think fit to carry on 
the altercation any further, but ſcemed to chew the 
cud of her reſentment, with the creſt-fallen captain, 
while I entered into diſcourſe with my charmer, who 
was the more pleaſed with my converſation, as ſhe had 
conceived a very different opinion of my intellects 
from my former ſilence. I ſhould have had cauſe to 
be equally fatisfied with the ſprightlineſs of her genius, 
could ſhe have curbed her imagination with judgment 
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dreaded her unruly tongue, and felt by anticipation 
the horrors ot an eternal clack ! However, when e 
conſidered on the other hand, the joys attending the 
oſſeſſion of twenty thoutand pounds, I forgot her 
imperfections, ſeized occaſion by the fore-lock, and 
endeavoured to inſinuate myſelf into her affection.— 
The careful mother kept a ftrict watch over her, and 
though ſhe could not help behaiing civilly to me, took 
frequent opportunities of diſcouraging our communica- 
tion, by reprimanding her for being ſo tree with ſtran- 
gers, and telling her ſhe muſt learn to ſpeak leſs and 
think more. —Abridged of the uſe of ſpeech, we con- 
verſed with our eyes, and I found the young lady very © 
eloquent in this kind of diſcourſe, In Thort, I had 
reaſon to believe, that ſhe was ſick of the old gentle- 
woman's tuition, and that I ſhould find it no difficult 
matter to ſuperſede her authorit 7. 
When we arrived at the place where we were to breaks 
faſt, I alighted and helped my miſtreſs out of the coach, 
as well as her mother, who called for a private room, 
to which they withdrew, in order to eat by themſelves. 
As they retired together, I perceived that Miſs had 
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ed, being bent ſide-ways into the figure of an 8, ſo 
that her progreſſion very much reſembled that of a 
crab. The prude alſo choſe the captain for her meſs- 
mate, and ordered breakfaſt for two only to be brought 
into another ſeparate room; while the lawyer and I, 
deſerted by the reſt of the company, were fain to put 
up with one another. I was a good deal chagrined 2 
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156 THE ADVENTURES OFC 
the ſtately reſerve of Mrs. Snapper, who I though 


did not uſe me with all the complaiſance I delerved ; 


and my companion declared, that he had been a tra- 


veller theſe twenty years, and never knew the ſtage- 
coach rules ſo much infringed before. As for the ho- 


nourable gentlewoman, I could not conceive the mean- 


ing of her attachment to the lieutenant z and aſked the 
lawyer if he knew for which of the ſoldier's virtues ſhe 


admired him? The counſellor facetiouſly replied, © 1 
ſuppoſe the lady knows him to be an able conveyancer, 


and wants him to make a ſettlement intail.— I could 
not help laughing at the archneis of the barriſter, who 
entertained me during breakfaſt, with a good deal of 
wit of the ſame kind, at the expence of our fellow- 
travellers; and among other things ſaid, he was ſorry 
to find the young lady ſaddled with ſuch incumbray- 
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the grave gentlewoman, who told him if ſhe was a man 
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ſhe would make him repent of ſuch obſcenity, and 


- thanked God ſhe had never been in ſuch company be- 
fore, —At this infinuation, the captam thought himſelf 
under the neceſſity of eſpouſing the lady's cauſe ; and, 
accordingly, threatened to cut the lawyer's ears out of 


his head, if he ſhould give his tongue any ſuch liber- 
ties for the future. — The poor counſellor begged par- 


don, and univerſal ſilence enſued, 


CHAP. LV, 


2 refolve to ingratiate myſelf with the mother, and am 


favoured by accident—the preciſe lady finds ber 


huſband, aud quits the coach—ithe captain is diſap- 
pointed of his dinner —awe arrive at Bath—I ac- 
company Miſs Snaffer to the long room, where jhe 
ſb, and turns the laugh 
againſt him ] make love to ber, and recave a 
 check—ſquire her to an aſſembly, where I am bleft 


is attacked by beau | 


with a firht of my dear Narciſſa, which diſcom- 
Hoſes me jy much, that Miſs Snaſ per obſerving my 
di ſorder, is at pains to diſcover the cauſe is piqued 
at the occaſion, and in our way bome, pays me a 
ſarcaſtic compliment] am met by Miſs Williams, 


 wwho is maid and confidante of Na-caſſa—ſhe ac- 


quaints me with her lady's regard for me while 
under the diſguiſe of a ſervant, and deſcribes the 
trauſſ ont, of Narciſſa, on ſeeing me at the aſſem- 


bly, in the character of a gentleman.—I am ſur- 


prized with an account of her aunt's marriage, 


aud make an uppomtment | to meet Miſs William 5 nex 1 


day 0 


TYURING this unſocial interval my pride and 


| intereſt maintained a ſevere conflict, on the ſub- 
ject of Miſs Snapper, whom the one repreſented as un- 
worthy of my notice, and the other propoſed as the 


object of my whole attention: The advantages and 
diſadvantages attending ſuch a match, were oppeſed 

to one another by my imagination; and at length, 
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158 THE ADVENTURES OF 

my judgment gave it ſo much in favour of the firſt, 
that I refolved to proſecute my, ſcheme, with all the 
addreſs in my power.—1 thought I perceived ſome con- 
cern in her countenance, occaſioned by my ſilence, 
which ſhe no doubt imputed to my diſguſt at her mo- 


| ther's behaviour; and as I believed the old woman 


could not fail of aſcribing my muteneſs to the ſame 
motive, I determined to continue that ſullen conduc 
towards her, and fall upon ſome other method of ma- 
nifeſting my eſteem for the daughter; nor was it diffi- 
cult for me to make her acquainted with my ſentiments 
by the expreſſion of my looks, which I modelled into 
the characters of humility and love; and which were 
anſwered by her with all the ſympaihy and approbati- 
on I could defire, But when I began to conſider, that 
without further opportunities of improving my ſuc— 


ceſs, all the progreſs I had hitherto made could not 


much avail, and that ſuch opportunities could not be 
enjoyed without the mother's permiſſion 3 I conclud- 


ed it would be requiſite to vanquiſh her coldneſs and 


ſuſpicion, by my aſſiduities and reſpectful behaviour 
on the road; and ſhe would in all lixelihood invite 
me to viſit her at Bath, where 1 did not fear of being 
able to cultivate her acquaintance as much as would 


be neceſſary to the accompliſhment of my purpole.— 
And, indeed, accident furniſhed me with an opportu- 


nity of obliging her ſo much, that ſhe could not 
with any appearance of good manners, forbear to gra- 
_ tity my inclination. | | 


When we arrived at our dining-place, we found 


all the eatables in the inn beſpoke by a certain noble- 


man, who had got the ſtart of us; and, in all likeli- 


hood, my miſtreſs and her mother muſt have dined 
'with Duke Humphrey, had I not exerted myſelf in 


their behalf, and bribed the landlord with a 5 of 


wine, to curtail his lordſhip's entertainment of a cou- 
ple of fowls and ſome bacon, which I ſent, with my 
compliments to the ladies; they accepted my treat 
with a great many thanks, and defired I would 1a- 
vour them with my company at dinner, where J a- 


muſed 


r ain al 


ROD E RICK RANDOM. 1590 
muſed the old gentlewoman ſo ſucceſsfully, by main- 
taining a ſeemingly diſintereſted eaſe, in the midſt of 
mp civility, that ſhe ſignified a deſire of being better 
acquainted, and hoped I would be fo kind as to fee 
her ſometimes at Bath.— While I enjoyed myſelf in 
this manner, the preciſe lady had the good foriune to 

meet with her huſband, who was no other than gen- 
tleman, or in other words, valet de chambre to the 
very nobleman, whoſe coach ſtood at the door. 
Proud of the intereſt ſhe had in the houſe, ſhe affected 
to ſhew her power, by introducing the captain to her 
ſpouſe, as a perſon who had treated her with great 
civility ; upon which he was invited to a ſhare of 
their dinner; while the poor lawyer, finding himſelf 
utterly abandoned, made application to me, and was 
through my interceſſion, admitted into our company. 
—Having ſatisfied our appetites, and made ourſelves 

very merry at the expence of the perfon of honour, 
the civil captain and complaiſant huſband, I did my- 
felf the pleaſure of diſcharging the bill by ſtealth, for 
which I received a great many apologies and acknow- 
iedgments from my gueſts, and we re- imbarked at 
the firſt warning, —The officer was obliged, at laſt, 
to appeaſe his hunger with a luncheon of bread and 
cheeſe, and a pint bottle of brandy, which he diſ- 
nag in the coach, curſing the inappetence of his 
lordſhip, who had ordered dinner to be put back a 
whole hour. 8 : | „ 
Nothing remarkable happened during the remain- 
ing part of our journey, which was ended about twelve 
o'clock, when I waited on the ladies to the houſe of 
a relation, in which they intended to lodge, and 
paſſing that night at the inn, took lodgings next morn- 

ing for myſelf. NE 5 . a 
The forenoon was ſpent in viſiting every thing that 
was worth ſreing in the place, which I did in com- 
pany with a gentleman to whom Banter had given 
me a letter of introduction; and in the afternoon T 
| waited on the ladies, and found Miſs a good deal in- 
_ diſpoſed with the fatigues of the journey, —As they 
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foreſaw they would have occaſion for a male acquain- 


tance, to ſquire them at all public places, I was re- 


cCeived with great cordiality, and had the mother's per- 
_ miſſion to conduct them next day to the long room, 


where we no ſooner entered, than the eyes of every 
body preſent were turned upon us; and when we 
had ſuffered the martyrdom. of their looks for fome 
time, a whiſper circulated at our expence, which was 


accompanied with many contemptuous ſmiles, and tit- 


tering obſervations, to my utter ſhame and confuſion. 


=I did not ſo much conduct as follow my charge to 
a place where ſhe ſeated her mother and herſelf, with 
aſtoniſhing compoſure, notwithitanding the unman- 


nerly behaviour of the whole company; which ſeemed 
to be aſſumed meerly to put her out of countenance 
The celebrated Mr. N———h, who commonly at- 
tends in this place, as maſter of the ceremonies, per- 
ceiving the diſpoſition of the aſiembly, took upon 


himſelf the taſk of gratifying their ill- nature 11 far- 


ther, by expoling my miſtreſs ta the edge of his wit. 


With this view he approached us, with many bows 
and grimaces, and after having welcomed Miſs Snap- 


per to the place, aſked her, in the hearing of all pre- 
ſept, if ſhe could inform him of the name of Tobit's 


dog. — I was ſo much incenſed at his inſolence, that I 


ſhould certainly have kicked him Where he ſtood, 
without ceremony, had not the young lady prevented 
the effects of my indignation, by replying, with the 


_ utmoſt vivacity, His name was N ſh, and an 


impudent dog he was.“ This repartee, fo unexpected 
and juſt, raiſed ſuch an univerſal laugh at the ag- 
greſſor, that all his aſſurance was inſufficient to ſup- 
port him under their deriſion; ſo that after he had en- 


deavoured to compoſe himſecif by taking ſnuff, and 


forcing a ſmile, he was obliged to ſneak off in a very 


ludicrous attitude; while my Dulcinea was applauded 


to the ſkies, for the brilliancy of her wit, and her ac 


quaintance immediately courted by the beſt people of 


both ſexes in the room-— This event, with which J 
Was infinitely pleaſed at firſt, did not fail of alarm 


ane 
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ing me, upon further reflection, when I conſidered 


that the more ſhe was careſſed by perſons of diſtincti— 


on, the more her pride would be inflamed, and, con- 


ſequently, the obſtacles to my ſucceſs multiplied and 
enlarged. —Nor were my preſaging fears untrue.— 
That very night I perceived her a little intoxicated 
with the incenſe ſhe had received, and though ſhe ſtill 
behaved with a particular civility to me, I foreſaw 
that as ſoon as her fortune ſhould be known ſhe would 


be ſurrounded with a ſwarm of admirers, ſome one 


of whom might poſſibly, by excelling me in point of 


wealth, or in the arts of flattery and ſcandal, ſup- 
plant me in her eſteem, and find means to make the 


mother of his party—l reſolved therefore to loſe no 
time, and being invited to ſpend the evening with 


them, found an opportunity, in ſpite of the old gen- 


tlewoman's vigilance, to explain the meaning of my 
glances in the coach, by paying homage to her wit, 


and profeſſing myſelf enamoured of "her perſon.— 


She bluſhed at my declaration, and in a favourable 


manner diſapproved of the liberty I had taken, put- 
ting me in mind of our being ſtrangers to one another, 


and deſiring I would not be the means of interrupting 


our acquaintance, by ſuch unſeaſonable ſtrokes of 


gallantry for the future, —My ardour was effectually 


checked by this reprimand, which was, however, de- 


livered in ſuch a gentle manner, that I had no cauſe 
to be diſobliged; and the arrival of her mother re- 
lieved me from a dilemma, in which 1 ſhould not 
have known how to demean myſelf a minute longer. 
Neither could I reſume the eaſineſs of carriage with 
which I came in, my miſtreſs ated on the reſerve, 
and the converſation beginning to flag, 
introduced her Kinſwoman of the houſe, and propoſed 
a hand at whiſk. 

While we amuſed 5 at this 5 I un- 
derſtood from the gentlewoman, that there was to be 


an aſſembly next night, at which I begged to have 


the honour of dancing with Miſs. She thanked me 
for the favour 1 We her, aſſured me the never 


did 
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162 THE ADVENTURES OF 
did dance, but ſignified a deſire of ſeeing the compa. 
ny; upon which I offered my ſervice, and was ac- 
cepted, not a little proud of being exempted from 
appearing with her, in a ſituation, that, notwithRand- 
ing my profeſſion to the contrary, was not at all agree- 
able to my inclination, . | 
Having ſupped, and continued the game, till ſuch 
time as the ſucceſſive yawns of the mother warned 
me to be gone, I took my leave, and went home, 
where I made Strap very happy with an account of my 
progreſs.— Next day I put on my gayelt apparel, and 
Went to drink tea at Mrs. Snapper's, according to 
appointment, when I found, to my inexpreſſible ſa— 
tisfaction, that ſhe was laid up with the tooth-ach, 
and that Miſs was to be intruſted to my care.—Ac- 
cordingly, we ſet out for the ball-room, pretty early 
in the evening, and took poſſeſſion of a commodious 
place, where we had not ſat longer than a quarter ot 
an hour, when a gentleman dreſſed in a green frock 
came in, Jeading a young lady, whom I immediately 
_ diſcovered to be the adorable Narciſſa! Good heaven 
what were the thrillings of my foul at that inſtant! 
my reflection was overwhelmed with a torrent of agi- 
tation! my heart throbbed with ſurpriüng violence! 


vaded with a dreadful found! I panted for want of 
breath, and in ſhort was for ſome moments intranced! 
— This firſt tumult ſubſiding, a crowd of flattering 
ideas ruſhed upon my imagination: Every thing that 
was ſoft, ſenſible, and engaging in the character of 
that dear creature, recurred to my remembrance, and 
every favourable circumſtance of my own qualificati- 
ons appeared in all the aggravation of felf-conceit, to 
heighten my expectation !—Neither was this tranſport 
of long duration ; The dread of her being already 
diſpo{-d of, intervened, and over-caſt my enchanting 
Teverie! My prefaging apprehenſion repreſented her 
encircled in the arms of ſome happy rival, and of con- 
ſequence for ever Joſt to me! I was ſtung with this 


her, 


a ſudden miſt overſpread my eyes ! my ears were in- 


ſuggeſtion, and believed the perſon who conducted 
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ber, to be the huſband of this amiable young lady, 
already devoted him to my fury, and ftood up to 
i mark him for my vengeance ; when I recollected, to 
my unſpeakable joy, her brother the fox-hunter, in 
- | the perſon of her gallant. —Undeceived ſo much to my 

ſiatisfaction in this particular, T gazed in a frenzy of 

delight, on the irreſiſtible charms of his pſter, who 
no ſooner diſtinguiſhed me in the crowd, than her 
evident confuſion afforded a happy omen to my flanie., 
—At ſight of me ſhe ſtarted, the roſes inſtantly vaniſh- 
ed from her poliſhed cheeks, and returned in a mo- 
ment with a double glow that over-ſpread her Jovely 
neck, while her enchanting boſom heaved with ſtrong 
emotion. —I hailed theſe far, urable ſymptoms, and 
lying in wait for her looks, did homage with wy eyes. 
She ſeemed to approve my declaration, by the com- 
placency of her aſpe&, and I was fo tranſported with 
the diſcovery, that, more than once, I was on the 
topo of making up to her, and diſcloſing the throb- 
ings of my heart in perſon, had not that profound 
veneration which her preſence always inſpired, re- 
ſtrained the unſeaſonable impulſe. —My whole powers 
being engroſſed in this manner, it may be eaſily ima- 
gined how ill TI entertained Miſs Snapper, on whom 
1 could not now turn my eyes, without making com- 
pariſons very little to her advantage. —It was not even 
in my power to return diftin&t anſwers to the queſti- 
ons ſhe aſked from time to time, fo that ſhe could not 
help obſerving my ablence of behaviour; and, hav- , 
Ing a turn for obſervation, watched my glances, and 
tracing them to the divine object, diſcovered the cauſe _ 
of my diſorder, That ſhe might, however, be con- 
vinced of the truth of her conjecture, ſhe began to 
interrogate me with regard to Narciſſa, and notwith- 
ſtanding all my endeavours to diſengage my fenti- 
ments, perceived my attachment by my confuſion. — 
{ Vpon which, ſhe aſſumed a Ratelineſs of behaviour, 
and ſat ſilent during the remaining part of the enter- 
tainment.—At any other time, I ſhould have been 
prodigiouſly alarmed at her ſuſpicion, but at _ in- 
CC ores of | ps ſtant, 
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8 THE ADVENTURES OF 
ſtant, I was elevated by my paſſion above every 
ot ner conſideration, —The miſtreſs of ray foul having 
retired with her brother, I dilcovered fo much unea- 
ſineſs at my ſituation, that Mits Snapper propoſed to 
go home; and while 1 conducted her to a chair, toid 


mae the had too great a regard for me to keep me any 


longer in torment, I feigned ignorance of her mean- 
ing, and having ſeen her ſafely at her lodgings, took 
my leave, and went home in an extaſy ; where I dif- 


cloſed every thing that had happened to my conidant 
and humble ſervant Strap, who did not reliſh the ac- 


cident ſo well as I expected; and obſerved, that a 
bird in hand is worth two in the buſh.—* But howe- 
ver, (ſaid he) you knoy beit, you know beſt.— 
Next day as I went to ite bath, in hopes of ſceing or 
hearing ſome tidings of my fair enflaver, I was met 
by a gentlewoman, who having looked hard at me, 


cried, O Chriſt, Mr. Random !' Surprized at this 


exclamation, I examined the countenance of the per- 
ſon who ſpoke, and immediately recognized my old 
ſweet-heart and fellow-ſufferer Miſs Williams. 

I was mightily pleaſed to find this unfortunate wo- 
man under ſuch a decent appearance, profeſſed iny 
joy at ſeeing her ſo well, and defired to know where 
I ſhould have the pleaſure of her converſation. She 
was as heartily rejoiced at the apparent eaſineſs of 


my fortune, and gave me to know that ſhe, as yet, 


had no habitation that ſhe could properly call her 
own; but would wait on me at any place I would 
pleaſe to appoint. —Underftanding that ſhe was diſ- 
engaged for the preſent, I ſhewed her the way to my 
own lodgings, where after a very affectionate ſaluta; 


tion, ſhe informed me of her being very happy in the 


ſervice of a young lady, to whom ſhe was recommend- 
ed by a former mittreſs deceaſed, into whole family 
ſhe had introduced herſelf by the honeſt deceit the had 
concerted, while ſhe lived with me in the garret at 
London.—She then expreſſed a vehement deſire to be 
acquainted with the viciſſitudes of my life ſince we 
parted, and aſcribed her curioſity to the concern {he 


had 
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ſhe had ſerved was no other than the charming Nar- 


ſhe would have been convinced of my finceriiy, had 


ed the preſent fitnation of her miſtrefs, who had no 
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had for my intereſt, —I forthwith gratified her requeſt, 
and when I deſcribed my fituation in Suſſex, perceiv- 
ed her to attend to my ſlory with particular eagerneſs, 
She interrupted me when I had Hniſhed that period, 
Good God! is it poſſible? —and then begged [ 
would be lo good as to continue my relation; which 
I did as briefly as I could, burning with impatience 
to know the cauſe of her ſurprize, about which I bad 
already formed a very interciting conjecture.— Hav- 
mg therefore brought my adventures down to the pre- 
ſent day, the ſeemed very much affected with the dif- 
ferent circumſtances of my fortune; and ſaying with 
a ſmile, ſhe believed my diftreiſes were now at à pe- 
riod, proceeded to inform me, that the lady whom 
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ciſſa, who had bonoured her with her confidence for 
ſome time ;—that in conſequence. of that truſt, ſhe - 
had often repeated the ſtory of John Brown, with 
great admirztion and regard; that ſhe loved to dwell 
upon the particulars of his character, and did not ſeru- 
ple to own a tender approbation of his flame.—I be- 
came delirious with this piece of intelligence, ſtrained 
Miſs Williams in my embrace, called her the ange! 


of my happineſs, and acted ſuch extr AVAgANCI2S, that 
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ſhe not been ſatisfied with my honour before is ſoon | 
as Iwas in a condition to yield attention, ſhe defcrib= 


r 


ſooner come home the nicht before, than ſhe cloſeted 
her, and in a rapture of | joy, gave her to know that 
ſhe had ſeen me at the ball, where I appeared in the 
character which ſhe always thought my due, with 
ſuch advantage of trausformation, that unleſs my 
image had been engraven on her heart, it would have 
been impoſſible to know me for the perſon who had 
worn her aunt's livery z—that by the language of my 
eyes, ſhe was aſſured of the continuance of my paſſi- 
on for her, and conſequently of my being unengaged 
to any other; and that though ſhe did not doubt, I 
would ſpeedily fall upon tome method of being Fon 
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ſchool- maſter of the pariſh for her lord and huſband : 
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duced, ſhe was impatient to hear of me, that ſhe (Miſs 


Williams) had been ſent abroad this very morning 


on purpole to learn the name and character I at pre- 
ſent bore. My boſom had been hitherto a ſtranger 
to ſuch a flood of joy as now ruthed upon it: my fa- 
culties were overborne by the tide : it was ſome time 
before J could open my mouth; and much longer ere 


I could utter a coherent ſentence, At length, I fer- 
vently requeſted her to lead me immediately to the 
object of my adoration : but ſhe reſiſted my importu- 


nity, and explained the danger of ſuch premature con- 
duct.—“ How favourable foever (ſaid ſhe) my lady's 
inclination towards you may be, this you may depend 


upon, that ſhe will not commit the ſmalleſt treſpaſs upon 
decorum, either in diſcloſing her own, or in receiving 


a declaration of your paſſion: and although the great 
veneration I have for you, has prompted me to reveal 
what ſhe communicated to me in confidence, I know _ 
ſo well the ſeverity of her ſentiments with reſpect to 
the pundtilios of her ſex, that, if ſhe ſhould learn the 
| leaſt ſurmiſe of it, ſhe would not only diſmiſs me as 
a wretch unworthy of her benevolence, but alſo for 
ever ſhun the efforts of your love.'—l aſſented to the 
juſtneſs of her remonſtrance, and defired ſhe would 
aſſiſt me with her advice and direction : upon which, 
it was concerted between us, that for the preſent, I 
ſhould be contented with her telling Narciſſa, that in 
the courſe of her enquiries, ſhe could only learn my 


name: and that if in a day or two, I could fall upon 


no other method of being made acquainted, the would 
deliver a letter from me, on pretence of conſulting 


her happineſs ; and ſay that I met her in the ſtreet, 


and bribed her to that piece of ſervice. Matters being 


thus adjuſted, I kept my ,old acquaintance to break- 
faſt, and learned from her converiation, that my ri- 


val Sir Timothy had drank himſelf into an apoplexy, 
of which he died five months ago, that the ſavage was 
ſtill unmarried, and that his aunt had been ſeized 


with a whim which he little expected, and choſen the 


but 
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RO DERICK RANDOM. 167 
but matrimony not agreeing with her conſtitution, 
ſhe had been he&tic and droplical a good while, and 
was now at Bath in order to drink the waters for the 
recovery of her health; that her niece bad accompa- 
nied her thither at her requeſt, and attended her with 
the ſame affection as before, notwithſtanding the 
faux fas ſhe hal committed: and that her nephew 
who had been exaſperated at the Joſs of her fortune, 
did not give his attendance out of good will, but pure- 
ly to have an eye on his ſiſter, leſt ſhe ſhonld like- 
wiſe throw herſelf away, without his conſent or ap- 
probatiun—Haying enjoyed ourſelves in this manner, 
and made an aſſignation to meet next day at a certain 
place, Miſs Williams took her leave; and Strap's 
looks being very inquiſitive about the nature of the 
communication ſubſiſting between us, I made him 
acquainted with the w hole affair, to his great aſtoniſn- | 
ment and ſatisfaction, | 
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1 1 acguain ted with Varciſſa 5 brother, 2h in. 
wites me 10 bis houſe—where 1 am introduced to that 
adorable creature—after dinner the ſquire retires - 
to take bis nap—Freeman, gueſſing the fituation 
of my thoughts, withdraws likewiſe on pretence of _ 
bufrneſs — I declare my fallin for Narciſſa — am 
avell received — charmed with her converſation— 
the ſquire detains us to ſupper I elude bis 1 
by. firatagem, and get home Jover. 


N the afternoon I drank tea at the houſe of Mr. 
Freeman, to whom I had been recommended by 
Banter; where I had not fat five minutes, till the 
tox-hunter came in, and by his familiar behaviour, ap- 
peared to be intimate with my friend—T was, at firſt, 
under ſome concern, leſt he ſhould recollect my fea- 
tures; but when I found myſelf introduced to him- 
as a gentleman from London, without being diſco- 
| Yered, I bleſſed the opportunity that brought me "hi 
5 * 
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his company; hoping, that in the courſe of our ac- 


quaintance, he would invite me to his houfe—nor 


were my hopes fruſtrated, for as we ſpent the even- 
ing together, he grew extremely fond of my converſa- 
tion, aſked a great many childiſh queſtions about 
France and foreign parts; and ſeemed fo highly en- 
tertained with my anſwers, thatin his cups, de thook 
me oftzn by the hand, pronounced me an honeſt fel. 
low, and in fine, deſired our company at dinner next 
day in bis own bouſe. My imagination was fo much 
employed, in anticipating the happinets I was to enjoy 
the next day, that 4 tlept very little that night; but 
getting, wp carly in the morning, went to the place ap- 
pointed, „ete I met my the triend, and imparted to 
her my luccels with the ſquire. She was very much 
pl-aſed at the oc-afion, which (the faid) could not 
fail cf | ng agrecable to Narciſſa, who in ſpite of her 


pat. tor nie, had mentioned ſome ſcruples relat- 
ing o my true ſituation and e which the 
delicacy of her ſentiments ſuggeſted, nd which -{he 


| believed ! would find it neceſſary to remove, thongi 
ſhe 4% not know how.—T was a good deal ſtartled 
at this i wvaucn, becauſe J foreſaw the cifficulty [ 
ſhouid e in barely doing myſelf juitice : for al- 
though it nner was my intention to impoſe myſelf up- 
on any woman, much leſs. upon Narciſſa, as 2 man of 
fortune, I laid claim to the character of ene 
by birth, education and behaviour; and yet (ſo un 
lucky had the circumſtauces of my lite fallen out) 
ſhould find i: a very hard matter to make good my 
pretenſions even to theſe, efpeciaily. to the laſt, which 
was the moſt cſential.—Miſs Williams was as ſenſible 
as I, of this my diſadvantage; but comforted me with 
obſerving, that when once a woman has beſtowed her 
affections on a man, ſhe cannot help judging of him 
in all reſpects, with a partial ity eaſily influenced in 
his favour ;—ſhe remarked, that although ſome {itu- 
ations of my life had been low, yct none of them 
had been infamous; that my indigence had been the 
crime not of me, but of tortune ; and that the mile- 
| | | tles 
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ries I had undergone, by improving the faculties both 
of mind and body, qualified me the more for any dig- 
nified tation ; and would of conſequence, recommend 
me to the good graces of any ſenſible woman ;—ſhe 
therefore adviſed me to be always open and unreſerved 
to the enquiries of my miſtreſs, without unneceſſarily 
betraying the meaneſt occurrences of my fate; and 
truſt to the ſtrength of her love and reflection for the 
reſt. The ſentiments of this ſenſible young woman on 


mis, as well as on almoſt every other ſubject, perfectly 
agreed with mine; I thanked her for the care ſhe took 
t of my intereſts, and promiſing to behave myſelf ac- 
. | cording to her direction, we parted, after ſhe had aſ- 
» KF iured me, that I might depend upon her beſt offices 
i WF with her miſtreſs, and that ſhe would from time to 
time, communicate to me ſuch intelligene as ſhe could 
r | procure, relating to my flame. — Having dreſſed my- 
t- ſelf to the beſt advantage, I waited for the time of 
e | Gdinger with the moſt fearful impatience ; and as the 
it bour drew nigh, my heart beat with ſuch increaſed 
n | velocity, and my ſpirits contracted ſuch diforder, that 
4 Þ 1 began to ſuſpe& my reſolution, and even to wiſh _ 


1 BE myſelf diſengaged. —At laſt Mr. Freeman called at 
my lodgings in his way, and I accompanied him to the 
p- Þ , houſe where all my happineſs was depoſited. We 


of | were very kindly received by the ſquire, who ſat 
in, | {moaking his pipe in a parlour, and aſked if we choſe 
n- o drink any thing before dinner; though I had never 
more occaſion for a cordial, I was aſhamed to accept 


my | is offer, which was alſo refuſed by my friend. We 
ich | ſat down (however) and entered into converſation, 
ble > which laſted half an hour, ſo that I had time to recol- 
vith (tet myſelf; and (fo capricious were my thoughts) 

cven to hope that Narcifia would not appear, —when, 


him | all of a ſudden, a ſervant coming in gave us notice 
in that dinner was upon the table, - and my perturbation 
itu- returned with ſuch violence, that I, could ſcarce con- 
hem ceal it from the company, as I aſcended the ſtairs 


the caſe.— When I entered the dining room, the firſt ob- 
nile- Þ 
tles 


jet that ſaluted my raviſhed eyes, was the divine Nar- 
EE VV e 


— 
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ciſſa, bluſhing like Aurora, adorned with all the 
| 4-95 that meekneſs, innocence, and beauty can dif- 

uſe ! I was ſeized with a giddineſs, my knees totttied, 
and I ſcarce had ſtrength enough to perform the cere- 


mony of ſalutation, when her brother, flapping me 


on the ſhoulders, cried, © Meaſter Random, that there 
is my fiſter !” 1 approached her with eagerneſs and 
fear; but in the moment of our embrace, my ſou] 
was agonized with rapture It was a lucky circum- 


ſtance for us both, that my entertainer was not endu- 
ed with an uncommon ſtock of penetration; for our 


mutual confution was ſo manifeſt, that Mr. Freeman 
Perceived it, and as we: went home together, congra- 
tulated me on my good fortune. — But fo far was Bruin 
from entertaining the leaſt ſuſpicion, that he encou- 
raged me to begin a converſation with my miſtreſs in 2 
language unknown to him, by telling her, that he had 
brought a gentleman (meaning me) who could gab— 
ber with her in French and other foreign lingos, as 
_ faſt as ſhe pleaſed-: then turning to me, ſaid, Odds 
bobs ! I wiſh you would hold diſcourſe with her, in 
your French or Italiano; and tell me if ſhe under- 
ſtands it as well as ſhe would be thought to do.— 
There's her aunt and ſhe. will chatter together whole 
days in it, and I can't have a mouthful of Engliſh 
for love or money. I conſulted the looks of my ami- 
able miſtreſs, and found her averſe to his propoſal, 
which indeed ſhe declined with a ſweetneſs of denial 
peculiar to herſelf, as a piece of diſreſpect to that part 
of the company which did not underſtand the lan- 


guage in queſtion, As I had the happineſs of fitting. 


_ oppoſite to her, I feaſted my eyes much more than my 


palate, which ſhe tempted in vain with the moſt deli- | 


cious bits carved by her fair hand, and recommended 
by her perſuaſive tongue ;—but all my other appetites 
were ſwallowed up in the immenſity of my love, 
which I fed by gazing inceſſantly on the delightful 
 obje&,—Dinner was ſcarce ended, when the ſquire 
became very drowſy, and after ſeveral dreadful yawns, 
Bot up, ſtretched himſelf, took two or three turns 
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RODERICEK RANDOM. 171 
acroſs the room, begged we would allow him to take 
a ſhort nap, and having laid a ſtrong injunction on 
his ſiſter to detain us hill his return, went to his repoſe. 
without any further ceremony.—He had not been gone 
many minutes, when Freeman gueſſing the ſituation of 
my heart, and thinking he could not do me a greater 
favour, than to leave me alone with Narciſſa, pre- 
tended to recolle& himſelf all of a ſudden, and ſtart- 
ing up, begged the lady's pardon for half an hour, 
having luckily remembered an engagement of ſome 
conſequence, that he muſt perform at that inſtant.— 
So ſaying, he went away promiſing to be back time 
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| enough for tea; leaving my miſtreſs and me in great 
confuſion— Now that I enjoyed an opportunity of diſ- 
. -- cloſing the pantings of my foul, I had not ee to 
ue it.—I ſtudied many pathetic declarations, but when : 

| I attempted to give them utterance, my tongue denied 


: its office; and ſhe fat ſilent, with a downcaſt look, 5 
„ full of anxious alarm, her boſom heaving with expec- 
\ | tation of ſome great event, —At length I endeavoured 


3 
eee 


do put an end to this ſolemn pauſe, and began with, 
Ic is very ſurpriſing, Madam'—here the ſound dy- 
» | ing away, I made a full ſtop while Narciſſa ſtarting, 
n bluſhed, and with a timid accent, anſwered, Sir! 
. Coofounded at this note of interrogation, I pronounc- 
„ ad with the moſt ſheepiſn baſhfulneſs, Madam! to 
it | which ſhe replied, © I beg pardon I thought you had 
rt | poke to me. Another pauſe enſued—I made ano- 
j. I therelfort, and though my voice faultered very much 
g | . the beginning, made ſhift to expreſs myſelf in 
iy dis manner :—* I ſay, Madam, it is very ſurprizing 
| that love ſhould act ſo inconſiſtent with itſelf, as to 
ed deprive its votaries of the uſe of their faculties, when 
es | fry have moſt need of them. Since the nappy occa- 
e, bon of being alone with you preſented itſelf, I have 
11 1 made many unſucceſsful attempts to declare a paſſion 
ire for the lovelieſt of her ſex a paſſion which took poſ- 
as, | beſlon of my foul, while my cruel fate compelled me 
ns 1 fo wear a ſervile diſguiſe fo unſuitable to my birth, 
ofs 1 bentiments, and, let me add, my deſerts ; yet favour- 
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able in one reſpect, as it furniſhed me with opportuni- 
Madam, it was then your dear idea entered my boſom, 
where it has lived unimpaired in the midſt of num- 
berleſs cares, and animated me againſt a thouſand 
_ dangers and calamities !'—While i ſpoke thus, the 
Concealed her face with her fan; and when 1 ceaſed, 


recovering herſelf from the moſt beautiful confuſion, 
told me that ſhe thought herſelf very much obliged by 


my fayourable opinion of her; and that ſhe was very 
ſorry to hear I had been unfortunate. —Encouraged by 
this gentle reply, I proceeded, owned myſelf ſufficient- 
ly recompenſed by her kind compaſſion for what I had 
undergone, and declared that the future happineſs of 
my life depended ſolely upon her.—* Sir, (ſaid ſhe) 

1 bould be very ungrateful if after the ſignal protec- 


tion you once afforded me, I could refuſe to conri- 


bute towards your happineſs, in any reaſonable conde- 

ben, e Trapſported at this acknowledgment, I 
gard my paſſion with a favourable eye: She was a- 
armed at my behaviour, intreated me to riſe leſt her 
brother ſhould diſcover me in that poſture, and to ſpare 
her, for the preſent, upon a ſubje& for which ſhe was 
altogether unprepared. —Upon this, I roſe, aſſuring 


. her, I would rather die than diſobey her; but in the 


mean time begged her to conſider how precious the 
Minutes of this opportunity were, and what reſtrain: 
I put upon my inclination, in ſacrificing them to her 
| 13 ſmiled with unſpeakable ſweetneſs, ard 
ſaid, there would be no want of opportunities, pro- 
vided I could maintain the good opinion her brother 
had conceived of me; and I, enchanted with her 
charms, ſeized her hand, which I well nigh devoured 
with kiſſes.— But ſhe checked my boldneſs with a ſe— 
N of countenance ; and deſired I would not (© far 
To 


had for me ;—ſhe reminded me of our being almoli 


ſtrangers to one another, and of the neceſſity there 
Was, for her knowing me better, before ſhe could take 
Santa BEE Te TE oy 


| bo of ſeeing and adoring your perfections.— Ves, 


threw myſelf at her feet, and hegged ſhe would re- 
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RODERICK RANDOM. 174 
any reſolution in my favour; and, in ſhort, mingled 


ſo much good ſenſe and complacency in her reproof, 
that I became as much enamoured of her underſtand- 
ing, as I had been before of her beauty, and aſked 


pardon for my preſumption with the utmoſt reyerence 
of conviction.— She forgave my offence with her uſual 


affability; and ſealed my pardon with a look fo full 
of bewitching tenderneſs, that for ſome minutes my 


ſenſes were loſt in extacy ! I afterwards endeavoured 


to regulate my behaviour according to her deſire, and 
turn the converſation upon a more indifferent ſubjeC& ;_ 
but her preſence was an unſurmountable obſtacle to 


my deſign ; while I beheld ſo much excellence, I 
found it impoſſible to call my attention from the con- 


templation of it. I gazed with unutterable fondnels ! _ 
I grew mad with admiration !—* My condition is un- 


ſupportable (cried 1) I am diſtracted with paſſion ! 


why are you ſo exquilitely fair? — Why are you ſo 
enchantingly good? — Why has nature dignified you 
with charms ſo much above the ſtandard of women; 
and, wretch that J am, how dares my unworthineſs 


| aſpire to the enjoyment of ſuch perfection!!! 
She was ſtartled at my ravings, reaſoned down my 


tranſport, and by her irrefiſtible eloquence, ſoothed mi 
ſoul into a ſtate of tranquil felicity : but left I might 


ſuffer a relapſe, induſtriouſly promoted other ſubjects 
to entertain my imagination. She chid me for having 
omitted to enquire about her aunt, who (the aſſured 
me) in the midſt of all her abſence of temper, and 


detachment from common affairs, often talked of me 
with uncoinmon warmth. I profeſſed my veneration 


for the good lady, excuſed my omiſſion, by imputing 


it to the violence of my love, which engrofſed my 
whole ſoul, and defired to know the preſent fituation 


of her health. Upon which the amiable Narciſſa re- 
peated what I had heard before, of her marriage, with | 
all the tenderneſs for her reputation that the ſubje&_ 
would admit of; told me, ſhe lived with her huſband, 
hard by, and was ſo much afflicted with a dropiy, and 
waſted by a conſumption, that ſhe had ſmall hopes of her 
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14 THE ADVENTURES OF 
recovery Having expreſſed my ſorrow for her diſtem- 


r, I queſtioned her about my good friend Mrs. Sage- 


_ Iy, Who J learned (to my great ſatisfaction) was ſil 


in good health, and by the encomiums ſhe beſtowed 
upon me after I was gone, confirmed the favourable 
impreſſion, my behaviour at parting had made on 
Narcifla's heart. — This circumſtance introduced an 


inquiry into the conduct of Sir Timothy Thicket, 
who (ſhe informed me) had found means to incenſe 
her brother ſo much againſt me, that ſhe found it im- 


poſſible to undeceive him; but on the contrary, ſuf. 


fered very much in her own character, by bis ſcanda. 


lous inſimuations—that the whole pariſh was alarmed 


— 


and actually in purſuit of me; fo that ſhe had been in 
the utmoſt conſternation upon my account, well know- 


ing how little my own innocence and her teſtimony 


would have weighed with the ignorance, prejudice and 


brutality of thoſe, who muſt have judged me, had 
been apprehended—that Sir Timothy being ſeized with 


a fit of the apoplexy, from which with great difliculiy 


he was recovered, began to be apprehenſive of death, 
and to prepare himſelf accordingly for that great 2 
vent; as a ſtep to which, he ſent for her brother, own. . 
ed with pu contrition, the brutal deſign he lad upon 


her, and of conſequence acquitted me of the aſſault, 
robbery and correipondence with her, which he had 


laid to my charge, after which confeſſion he lived about 
a month in a languiſhing condition, and was carried 


off by a ſecond aſſault. > 
__ Every word that this dear creature ſpoke, rivetted 
the chains with which ſhe held me enflaved | My mil- 
chievgus fancy began to work, and the tempeſt of 


my paſſion to wake again; when the return of Free- 


man Nan the tempting opportunity, and enabled 


me to quell the riſing tumult.—A little While after 
the Squire ciggetec into the room, rubbing his eyes. 
and called for hi 


- 


leave, 


is tea, which he drank out of a (mall. 
_ bowl, qualified with brandy ; we fipped ſome in the 
ordinary way: Narciſſa left us in order to viſit her 
aunt, and when Freeman and I propoſed to take ou, 
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leave, the fox - hunter inſiſted on our ſpending the 


on, that we were obliged to comply. — For my on 


and diſcretion of my miſtreſs for the reſt. 


_ ed fo:ll that he loſt all patience, ſwore bitterly, and 


many water - glaſſes, which were immediately filled 
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evening at his houſe with ſuch an obſtinacy of affecti- 


part I ſhould have been glad of the invitation, by 
which, in all likelihood, I ſhould bave been bleſt with 
more of his ſiſter's company, had I not been afraid of 
riſking her eſteem, by entering into a debauch of 
drinking with, him, which from the knowledge of his 
character, I foreſaw would happen; but there was no 
remedy—I was forced to rely upon the ſtrength of my 

conſtitution, which I hopcd would reſiſt intoxication, 
longer than the Squire's; and truſt to the good nature 


Our entertainer reſolving to hegin by times, ordered: 
the table to be furniſhed with liquor and glaſſes imme- 
diately after tea, but we ablolutcly refuſed to tet in 
for drinking fo ſoon 3 and prevailed upon him to pals. 
away an hour or two at whilſt, in which we engaged. 
25 ſoon as Narcifla returned. —The ſayage and I hap- 
pened to he partners at firſt, and as my thoughts weie: 
wholly employed on a more intereſting game, I play-, 


threatened to call for wine if they would not grant 
him another aſſociate. —This deſire was gratiied, and 
Narciſſa and [ were of a fide; he won for the ſame. 
reaſon that made him loſe before; I was fatisfied, my 
lovely partner did not repine, and the time flipped a- 
way very agreeably,. until we were told that ſupper 
was ſerved in another room. 

- The Squire was enraged to find the evening ſo un- 
oroitably ſpent, and wrecked his yengeance on the 
cards, which he tore, and committed to the flames 
with many execrations z threatening to make us re- 
deem our loſs with a large glaſs and quick circula- 
tion! and indeed we had no fooner ſupped, and my 
charmer withdrawn, than he began to put his threats 
in execution, Three bottles of port (for he drank no 
other ſort of wine) were placed before us, with as 
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reſpective allowance, and emptied in a trice, 70 the 


beſt in Chri ſtendom.— Though I ſwallowed this, and 
the next as faſt as the glaſs could be repleniſhed, with- 
out heſitation or ſhew of reluctance, I perceived that 


my brain would not be able to hear many bumpers 


of this fort; and dreading the perſeverance of a 
champion who began with ſuch vigour, I determined 
to make up for the deficiency of my ſtrength by a 
ſtratagem, which I actually put in practice when the 
ſecond courſe of bottles was called for.—The wine 
being ſtrong and heady, I was already a good deal 
diſcompoſed by the diſpatch we had made, Freeman's 
eyes began to reel, and Bruin himlelf was elevated in- 
to a ſong, which he uttered with great vociferation.— 
| When I therefore ſaw the ſecond round brought in, 
J aſſamed a gay air, entertained him with a French 
catch on the ſubject of drinking, which, though he 
did not underſtand it, delighted him highly, and tell- 
ing him that your choice ſpirits at Paris never troubled 
__ themſelves with glaſſes, aiked if he had not a bowl 
or cup in the houle that would contain a whole quart 


of wine. — Odds niggers! (cried he) I have a ſilver 


caudle-cup that holds juſt the quantity, for all the 
_ world—tetch it hither, Nimps.' — The vetlel being 
produced, I bid him decant his bottle into it, which 
having done, I nodded in a very deliberate manner, 
and taid, * I pledge you. - He ſtared at me for iome 


time, and crying What! all at one pull! meaſter 
Random ?'—* I anſwered, all at one pull! Sir, you 


are no nilk-ſop—we ſhall do you juſtice.— Shall 
you? (laid he, ſhaking me by the hand) odd then, 
I'Il ſee it out, an't were a mile to the bottom Here's 
to our better acquaintance, meaſter Randan.* So ſay- 


ing, he applied it to his lips, and emptied it in a 


breath. knew the effect of it would be almoſt in- 


ſtantaneous; therefore, taking the cup, I began to 


diſcharge my bottle into it, telling him he was now 


qualified to drink with the Cham of Tartary.—I had 


no ſooner pronounced theſe words, than he took um- 


brage at them, and after ſeveral attempts to ſpit, made 


ſhift 
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ſuift to ſtutter out, A f—t f—t for your Chams of 


T-— Tartary! I am a f—f—free-born Engliſh- 


man, worth th three thouſand a year, and — 
value no man, damme !'—then dropping his jaw, and 


fixing his eyes, he hickup'd aloud, and fell upon. the. 
floor as mute as a flounder. Mr. Freeman, heartily 


rejoiced at his defeat, aſſiſted me in carrying him to 


hed, where we left him to the care of his ſervants, and 


went home to our reſpective habitations, congratulat- 
ing one another on our good fortune. 
c H A p. LVII. 
192 Williams informs me of Narciſe $.. abjrobation 
of my flame ] appeaſe the Squire—wwrite to my 


miſtreſs, am bleſſed with an anſwer—beg leave of 
her brother to dance with her at a 


diſcovers ſome ſymploms of paſſion for Naraſſa— 


T am flung with jealouſy—Narciſa alarmed, re- 
tires] obſerve Melinda in the kar Sig 1 : 


75 cepiroates by her Panty. 


[ WAS met next morning, at the uſual place, by 


Miſs Williams, who gave me joy of the progres 
J had made in the affection of her miſtreſs, and bleſ- 
ied me with an account of that dear creature's eon— 


verſation with her, after ſhe had retired the night be⸗ 


fore from our company.—TI could ſcarce e her 


information, when ſhe recounted her expreſſions in 


my favour, ſo much more warm and paſſionate were 
they than my moſt ſanguine hopes had preſaged; 
and was particularly plealed to hear that ſhe approved 


of my behaviour to her brother, after ſhe withdrew. 
T ranſported at the news of my happineſs, I preſented 


my ring to the meſſenger, as a teſtim Ny of my gra- 
utude and ſatisfaction; 


cenary 


ball; obtain 
his conſent and hers enjoy a fri vate converſation 
with her-—am perplexed with reſtections have the 
tonour of appearing ber partner at the ball— 

wwe are complimented by a certain Nobleman—hbe 


but ihe was above ſuch mer- 
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178 THE ADVENTURES OF 
cenary conſiderations, and refuſed my compliment with 
ſome reſentment, ſaying, ſhe was not a little mortified 
to ſee my opinion of her ſo low and contemptible.—1 
did myſelf a piece of juſtice by explaining my ae 
on this head, and to convince her of my eſteem, 
promiſed to be ruled by her directions in the proſe- 
cutions of the whole affair, which I had fo much at 
heart, that the repoſe of my life depended upon the con- 
Rquence. 
As I fervently wiſhed for another interview, hers 


I might pour out the effuſions of my love, without 


| danger of being interrupted, and perhaps reap ſome 
endearing return from the queen of my defires, I 
5 implored her advice and aſſiſtance in promoting this 
event ;—but ſhe gave me to underſtand, that Narciſſa 
would make no precipitate compliances of this kind, 
and that I would do well to cultivate her brother's 
acquaintance, in the courſe of which I would not want 


opportunities of removing that reſerve, which my 


miſtreſs thought herſelf obliged to maintain during 
the infancy of our correſpondence.—In the mean time, 
ſhe promiſed to tell her lady that I had endeavoured 
by preſents and perſuaſions to prevail upon her, 
(Miſs Williams) to deliver a letter from me, which 
ſhe had refuſed to charge herſelf with, until ſhe ſhould 
know Narciſſa's ſentiments of the matter; and 
faid by theſe means ſhe did not doubt of being 
able to open a literary communication between us, 
which could not fail of introducing more intimate con- 
nections. 


I approved of her counſel, and our appointment be- 


ing renewed for next day, left her with an intent 


of falling upon ſome method of being reconciled to 


the Squire, who, I ſuppoſed would be offended with | 


the trick we had put upon him. With this view, 


J conſulted Freeman, who from his know ledge of tlie 
Fox-hunter's diſpofition, aſſured me there was no 
other method of pacifying him, than that of ſacri- 
ficing ourſelves for one night, to an equal match w. ith 
him! in drinking This I found as band neceſſitated to 
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comply with, for the intereſt of my paſſion, and 


therefore determined to commit the debauch at my 
own lodgings, that I might run no riſk of being diſ- 


covered by Narciſſa, in a ſtate of brutal degeneracy. 


Mr. Freeman, who was to be of the party, went, 
at my deſire, to the Squire in order to engage him, 
while I took care to furniſh myſelt for his reception. 
My invitation was accepted, my gueſts hononred me 
with their company in the evening, when Bruin gave 
me to underſtand that he had drank many tuns of wine 
in his life, but was never ſerved ſuch a trick as I had 
played upon him the night before, I promiſed to atone 


tor my treſpaſs, and having ordered to every man his 


bottle, began the conteſt with a bumper to the health 
of Narciſſa.— The toaſts circulated with great devotion, 
the liquor began to operate, our mirth grew noiſy, 
and as Freeman and I had the advantage of drinking 


ſmall French claret, the ſavage was effectually, tamed 
before our ſenſes were in the leaſt affected and carried 


home in a kind of apoplexy of drunkenneſs. 


I was next morning, as uſual, favoured with a viſit 


from my kind and punctual confidante, who telling 


me, ſhe was permitted to receive my letters for her 


miſtreſs; I took up the pen immediately, and fol- 
lowing the firſt dictates of my paſſion, wrote as fol- 
lows. To . e | 
« DEAR Madam, Es, 
E RE it poſſible for the powers of utterance, 
to reveal the ſoft emotions of my ſoul ; the 
fond anxiety, the glowing hopes and chilling fears 
that rule my breat by turns, I ſhould need no other 


witneſs than this paper, to evince the purity and ardor 


of that flame your charms have kindled in my heart. 


But alas! expreſſion wrongs my love! I am inſpired 
with conceptions that no language can convey ! Your 
beauty fills me with wonder, your underſtanding with 
raviſnment, and your goodneis with adoration! I am 
tranſported with deſire, diſtracted with doubts, and 
tortured with impatience! Suffer me then, lovely 


arbitreſs of my tate, to approach your perſon, to 
. „ . breathe 
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180 THE. ADVENTURES OFT 
breathe in ſoft murmurs my paſſion to your ear, to 
offer the ſacrifce of a heart overflowing with the moſt 
genuine and diſintereſted love; to gaze with extaſy on 


the divine object of my wiſhes, to hear the muſick of 


her enchanting tongue ! to rejoice in her ſmiles of ap- 

probation, and baniſh the moſt intolerable ſuſpence from 

the boſom of | 
| Your enraptured 

FV R ——,' 

Haring finiſhed this effuſion, I committed it to the 

care of my faithful friend, with an injunction to 


ſecond my intreaty with all her cloquence and influ- 


ence ; and in the mean time went to dreſs, with an 
intention of viſiting Mrs. Snapper and Miſs, whom 
J had utterly neglected, and indeed almoſt forgot, 
ſince my dear Narcifla had reſumed the empire of my 
foul. The old gentlewoman received me very kindly, 
and Miſs affected a frankneſs and gaiety, which, how- 
ever, I could eaſily perceive was forced and diſſembled; 
among other things, ſhe pretended to joke me upon 
my paſſion for Narciſſa, which ſhe averted was no ſecret, 
and aſked if I intended to dance with her at the next 


aſſembly.— I was a good deal concerned to find my- 
felf become the town-talk on this ſubject, leſt the 
Squire, having notice of my inclinations, ſhould dit. 


appro of them, and by breaking olf all correſpon- Þ 
dence ith me, deprive me of the opportunities 1 now 


enjoyed — But I reſolved to uſe the intereſt J had 
with hin, while it laſted; and that very nigat, incet- 
ing him ccaſionally, aiked his permiſſion to ſollicit her 
company. :t the ball, which he very readily granted, 

to my ine preſſible ſatisfaction. | . 
Having. been kept awake the greateſt part of the 
night, by a thouſand delightful reveries that took 
poſſeſſion of my fancy, I got up betimes, and flying to 
the place 6” rendezvous, had in a little time the plea- 
ſure of ſeein.; Miis Williams approach with a ſmile cn 
her counteng ce, which I interpreted into a good omen, 
Neither was { miſtsken in my preſage: She preſentc1 
me with a letter from the idol of my foul, which, 
| 5 | ate: 


8 3 6. oh 
© bs hp Yau nag 


N 


. 
by... 
=. 
"a 
5B 
8 
£ 
7 
. 
5 
» LJ 
BE 
1 
*W 
. 
i 
: 
” 
: 8 
3 
e 
* 
1 
; 
- 
2 
7 


- 
, 
* 
* 
55 
% 
Iy 
7 
N 
4 
Sd 
4 
— 
a! 
i 4 
5 
22 
5 0 
* 
i 
8 
> 
4 
4 
* 
2 


<* 


RODERICK RANDOM. 187 
” after having kiſſed it with great devotion, I opened 
with the utmoſt eagerneſs, and was bleſſed with her 
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decorum requires, and no cuſtom can juſtify. As my 
heart never felt an impreſſion chat my tongue was 
aſhamed to declare, I will! not Fruple to own myſelf 
pleaſed with your paſſion, confident of your integrity, 
and fo well convinced of ny own diſcretion, that TL 
mould not heſitate in granting you the interview you 
deſire, were I not over-aved by the prying curi- 
© ofity of a malicious world, the cenſure of which 
might be fatally prejudicial to the reputation of 
1 | Of. 
NARCISSA.“ 


: FLY 
approbation in theſe terms, | | 1 
3 O ſay I look upon you with indifference, would Wi 
# be a piece of diſſimulation, which, I tnink no ts 
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un No Ancfforite, in the extaſy of devotion, ever 
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l. ding; but the ſubſcription. of YouR NARCISSe, 

n- Pielded me ſuch delight as I had never felt before! 
My happine's Wes fall increaſed by Miſe Williams, 

ad who bleſizd me with a repetition of her lady's tender 
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d. * adoreda relique with more fervor than that with which an 
| I : 1 Kiſle 11 © | ir \ 1 ? 8 57 f 1 Ha . > I * * Fi 
c I kiſſed this inhnitable proof of my charmer's candor, 

3 ee g e $ Ll 
- ©; generonty and: affertion! I read it over an hundred 3 
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ve times; was ravined With her conſeſſion in the begin- p 
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et- expreſſions in my favour, when ſhe received and read | 
aer my letter.--Iin ſhort, I had all the reaſon in the world | 
ed, to believe that this gentle creature's boſom was poſſeſſed { 
dy a paſſion for me, as warm, though perhaps not ſa ; 
te impetuous as mine for her. | To. 
15 LY 


008 [+ I mformed my friend of the Squire's conſent, with 


g to WE regard to my dancing with Narciſſa at the ball, and 
lea” £2 dachred her to tell her miſtreſs, that I would do myſelf 
ec the honour of viſiting her in the afternoon, in conſe- 


nen. quence of his permiſſion, when I hoped to find her as 
| - indulgent as her brother had been complaiſant in that 
nich, particular. —Miſs Williams expreſſed a good deal of 
aft: Wy Vor. II. „ e joy 


182 THE ADVENTURES OF 
joy, at hearing I was ſo much in favour with the fox. 
hunter, and ventured to aſſure me, that my viſit woul4 
be very agreeable to my miſtreſs, the rather becaufe 
Bruin was engaged to dine abroad. — This was a cir- 
cumſtance, which I ſcarce need ſay, pleaſed me——-] 
went immediately to the long-room, where I found 
him, and affecting to know nothing of his engage- 


ment, told him, I would do myſelk the pleaſure” to 


Wait upon him in the afternoon, and to preſent bis 

ſiſter with a ticket for the ball. He ſhook me by the 
hand, according to cuſtom, and giving me to under- 
| ſtand that he was to dine abroad, defired me to go 
and drink tea with Narciſſa notwithſtanding, and 
promiſed to prepare her for my viſit in the mcan- 
time. | 


Every thing ſucceeding thi to my wiſh, I waited 


with incredible impatience for the time, which no ſoon- 
er arrived, than I haſtened to the ſcene, .which my 
Fancy had pre-occupied long before. I was introduced 
_ accordingly, to the dear enchaiitre is, wm I found 
accompanied by Miſs Williams, who, on pretence of 
ordering tea, retired at my approach.—This favour— 
able accident, which alarmed my whole foul, diforder- 
ed her alſo—I found myſelf actuated by an irreſiſtible 
impulſe, I advanced to her with eagerneſs and awe ; 
and profiting by the contuſion that prevailed over her, 
claſped the fair angel in my arms, imprinting à 
glowing kiſs upon her lips, more ſoft and fragrant 
than the dewy roſebud, juſt burſting from the ſtem ! 
Her face was in an inſtant covered with bluthes, her 
eyes ſparkled with reſentment ; I threw myſelf at her 
feet and implored lier pardon.— Her love became advo- 
cate in my cauſe; her look ſoftened into forgiveneſs, 
ſhe raiſed me up, and chid me with fo much ſweetnels 
of diſpleaſure, that 1 was tempted to repeat the offence, 
had not the coming of a ſervant with the tea-board, 

revenied my preſumption. — While we were iubjedt to 
be interrupted or over-heord, we converſed about the ap- 
proaching ball, at which ſhe promiſed to grace me as 2 


ted j but when the equipage was removed, and we 
were 
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were left alone, I reſumed the more intereſting theme, 


and exprefled myſclt with ſuch traniport and agitation, 


that my miltreſs, fearmg I would commit ſome extra- 
vagance, rung the bell for her maid, whom ſhe de- 


tained in the room, as a clieck upon my vivacity— 1 
was not ſorry for this precaution, becauſe I 
could unboſom myſelf without reſerve, before Mis 


Williams, who was the confidante of us both. —Ithere- 


fore gave a loofe to the inipirations of my pailion, 
which operated ſo ſucceſsfully upon the tender affec- 
tions of Narciſſa, that ſhe laid aſide the reſtraint ſhe 
had hitherto wore, and bleſſed me with the moſt melt- 


ing declaration of her mutual flame l It was im- 


poſſible for me to forbear taking the advantage of this 


endearing condeſcenſion.— She now gently yielded to 


my embrace, while I, encirchng all that I held dear _ 
within my arms, taſted in advance, the joys of that 
paradiſe I hoped, in a little time, wholly to poſſeſs !t— 


We ſpent the afternoon in all the extaſy of hope that 


the moſt fervent love, exchanged by mutual yows, could 


inſpire; and Miſs Williams was ſo much affected with 
our chaſte careſſes, which recalled the fad remembrance 
of what ſhe was, that her eyes were filled with 
tears. | 5 8 + 8 : 5 1 

The evening being pretty far advanced, I forced 
myſelf from the dear object of my flame, who indul- 
ged me in a tender embrace at parting; and repair- 
ing to my lodgings, communicated to my friend Strap 
every circumſtance of my happineſs, Which filled him 
with ſo much pleaſure, that it ran over at his eyes; 
and he prayed heartily, that no envious devil might, 
as formerly daſh the cup of bleſſing from my lip. 
When I reflected cn what had happened, and eſpecially 
on the unreſerved proteſtations of Narcifla's love, I 
could not help being amazed at her omitting to enquire 


into the particular circumſtances cf the life and fortune 
of one whom ſhe had favoured with her affectioy, and 


began to be a little anxious about the ſituation of her 
finances; well knowing that 1 inould do an irreparable 
injury to the perſon my ſeul held moſt dear, if I ſh uld 
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rank which was certainly her due -I had heard, indeed, 
while I ſerved ber aunt, that her facher had left her a 


conſiderable ſum; and tha: every body believed the 
would inherit the greatett part of her kinſwoman's 


dowry; but I did not know how far the mi: ht be 


reſty icted by the old gentleman's will, in the enjoy ment 


of what he left her; "and I was too well informed of the 


virtuoli's late conduct, to think my miſtreis could have 


any expectations from that quarter. —l confided, how] 


ever, in the good ſenſe and delicacy of my charmer, | 


who, I was ſure, would not conſent to unite her fate 


with mine, before ſhe had fully conſidered and hs 


ed for the conſequence. 


The Bail-night being arrived, I dreſſed myſelf in 


n ſuit 1 had reſerved for ſome grand o:cafion z and 


having drank tea with Narciſſa and her brother, con- 
ducted my angel io the ſcene, where ſhe in a moment 


eclipſed all her female competitors for beauty, and at- 
tracted the admiration of the whole az 2mbly NI 


heart dilated with pride on this occaſion, and my 
triumph reje ted all bounds, when, after we had dan- 
ced together, a.certain nobleman, remarkable for his 


figure and influence in the beau monde, came up, and 


vhen I perceived his lordſhip attach himſelf with great 


in the hearing of all preſent, honoured us with a very 
particular compliment, upon our accompliſhments and 
appearance ;—but this tranſport was ſoon checked, 


aſſiduity to my miſtreſs: and ſay ſome warm things, 


which I thought, ſavoured too much of palion.— lt 
was then I began to feel the pangs of j-4lonſy, —T 
dreaded the power and addreſs of my riv 44 ſickened 
at his diſcourſe z when ſhe opened her lips to anſwer, 

my heart died within me—when ſhe fa niled, I felr the 
ains of the damned! -I was enraged at his min 
pe her complaſance ! —at Tength he quitted her 
and went to the other fide of the room. —Narciffa ſuf- 
pecting nothing of the rage that inflamed me, put 
ſome queſtions to me, as ſoon as he was gone, to which 
made no other reply than a grim look, which too 
well denoted the eien of my breaſt, and ſurprized 
her 
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her not a little, She no ſooner obſerved my emotion, 


than ſhe changed colour, and aſked what ailed me; but 


before I could :nake anfwer, her brother pulling me by 
the ſleeve, bid me take notice of a lady who fat front- 
ing us, whom I immediately to my vaſt aſtoniſhment, 
diſtinguiſhed to be Melinda, accompanied by her mother 


and an elderly gentleman, whom I did not xnow.— 
Wounds! Mr. Randon, (cried the Squire) 1s ſhe not 
u delicate piece of ftuif !-—* Sdeath! I have a good 


mind if I thought the was a ſingle perſon. — Notwith- 


— 


ſtanding the perplexity Iwas in, J had reflection enough 


to foreſee that my paſſion might ſuffer greatly by the 


preſence of this lady, who, in all probability, would 
revenge herſelf upon me, for having formerly diigraced 


her, by ſpreading reports to my prejudice, I was there- 


fore alarmed at theſe ſymptoms of the Squire's admi- 
ration; and, for ſome time did not know what reply 


to make, when he aiked my opinion of her beauty. At 


length I came to a determination, and told him that 
her name was Melinda, that ſhe had a fortune of ten 


thouſand pounds, and was ſaid to be under promiſe of 
marriage to a certain Lord, who deferred his nuptials, 


until he ſhould be oi age, which would happen in a 
few months: I thought this piece of intelligence, which 


J had myſelf invented, would have hindered him effec- 


tually from entertaining any further thoughts of her; 


but I was egregiouſly miſtaken: The fox-hunter had 


too much ſelf-{ufficiency to deſpair of ſucceſs with any 


competitor on earth. He therefore made light of her 


engagement, ſaying, with a ſmile ct ſelf-approbation, 


« Mayhap ſhe will Dange her mind—what ſignifies his 


being a Lord ?—I think myſelf as good a man as e er a 
Lord in chriſtendom, and TI 1I ſee if a commoner worth 


three thouſand a year won't ſerve her turn.'—This de- 


termination ſtartled me not a little; I knew he would 


ſoon diſcover the contrary of what I advanced, as I 


believed he would find her ear open to his addreſſes, did 


not doubt of meeting with every obſtacle in my amour, 
that her malice could invent, and her influence with him 
execute, —This reflection increaſed my chagrin —My 
VT wk pan, 
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vexation was evident—Narciſſa inſiſted on going home 


immediately; and as I led her to the door, her noble 
adwirer, with a look full of languiſhment, directed 
to her a profound bow, which ſtung me to the foul. — 


Hore ſhe went into the chair, ſhe atked, with an ap- 
pearance or concern, what was the matter with me ? 
and I could pronounce no more than, * By heaven! 
© Fam cittracted ! | EO 


e n A. F. 1 it. 


Tortwed with jealouſy, T go home and abuſe Straß = 
raceive a meſſage from Narciſſa, in conjequence of 
ewhich, I haſten to her apartment, where her en- 
dearing aſſurances baniſh all my doubts and apfre- 
henfins——in my retreat dijcouver ſomebody in the 
dark, whom, ſuſpecting to be a ſpy, I reſolve to 
fall: But, to my great ſurprize am convinced of 
his being no other than Strap—Melinda flanders 
n. I become acquainted with Lord Qurvert tt, 
ewho endeavours to ſound me with regard to Nar- 
ciſſa the ſquire is introduced to his lord{Þip, and 
grows cold towards me learn from my Confi- 
dante, that this nobleman profeſſes honourable love 
fo my miſtreſs, who continues failbful to me, not- 


my prejudice. I am mortified with an aſſurance 
Fbat ber whole fortune depends on the fleaſure of 
Her brother Mi. Freeman cond9/es me,on the decline 
of my character, which I wvindicate ſo much to his 
Jjatifatlion that he undertakes to combat fame in my 
Bebel... . e 


| AVING uttered this exclamation, at which 
ſhe ſighed, I went home in the condition of a 
frantick Bedlamite ; and finding the fire in my apart- 
ment almoſt extinguiſhed, vented my fury upon poor 
Strap, whoſe ear I pinched with ſuch violence, that 
he roared hideouſly with pain, and when I quitted 
my hoid, looked ſo fooliſhly aghaſt, that no uncon- 
„ „ 5 cerned 


auithflanding the ſcandalous reports fhe bas beard to |. 
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ROD ERICK RANDOM. 1387 
cerned ſpectator could have ſeen hin without being 
ſeized with an immoderate fit of laughter. —It 1s true, 
J was ſoon ſenſible of the injury I had done, and 
aſked pardon for the outrage J had committed; upon 
which my faithful valet, ſhaking his head, ſaid, © I 
forgive you and may God forgive you. But he could 
not help ſhedding ſome tears at my unkindneſs. I felt 
unſpeakable remorſe for what I had done, curſed m 


own ingratitude, and conſidered his tears as a reproach 
that my ſoul, in her preſent diſturbance could not bear. 


It ſet all my paſſions into a new ferment, I ſwore 
horrible oaths without meaning or application, I foamed 
at the mouth, kicked the chairs about the room, and 
played abundance of mad pranks that frightened 
my friend almoſt out of his ſenſes. At length my 
tranſport ſubſided, I became melancholy, and wept 
inſenſibly. | „ | oo 
During this ſtate of dejeftion, IT was ſurprized with 
the appearance of Miſs Williams, whom Strap, blub- 
bering all the while, had conducted into the chamber, 
without giving me previous notice of her approach 
She was extremely affected with my condition, which 
ſhe had learned from him, begged me to moderate my 
paſſion, ſuſpend my conjectures, and follow her to 
Narciſſa who deſired to ſce me forthwith. That dear 
name operated upon me like a charm !.I ftarted up, 
and without opening my lips, was conducted into 
her apartment, through the garden, which we entered 
by 2 private door. — 1 found the adorable creature in 
tears! I was melted at the fight—we continued filent 
tor ſome time—my heart was too full to ſpeak—her 
inowy boſom heaved with fond reſentment; at laſt ſne 
i2»binz cried 3 © What have I done to diſoblige you?“ 
—My heart was pierced with the tender queſtion! I 
drew near with the utmoſt reverence of affection! L 
fell upon my knees before her, and kiſſing her hand, 
exclaimed, O! thou art all goodneſs and perfecti- 
oa! I am undone by my want of merit! I am un- 


worthy to poſſeſs thy charms, which heaven hath _ 


ome more fayoured being 
M4 


— 


deſtined for the arms of | 
. She 
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188 THE ADVENTURES OF 
She gueſſed the cauſe of my diſquiet, upbraided me | 
gently for my ſuſpicion, and gave me ſuch flattering BD 
aſſurances of her eternal fidelity, that all my doubts and 
fears forſook me, and peace and fatisfaction | reignd - 
within my breaſt. S 
At midnight I left the kind nymph to her repoſe, 


and being ct out by Miſs Williams, at the garden z | 
pts by which 1 entered, began to explore my way | 
omeward in the Hark, 2 I heard at my back a 


nmoiſe like that of a baboon when he mows and chatters, | | 


I turned mitantly, and perceiving ſomething black, | 
concluded I was diſcovered by ſome ſpy, employed to 
waich for that purpoſe. Aronid at this conjecture, *' 
by which the reputation of the virtuous Narciſſa ap- 
peared in jeopardy, I drew my tword, and would hae 
ſacrificed him to her tame, had not the voice of Strap | 
reſtreine 2d my orm: It was witn great difficulty he : 
air pronounce © D— dd do] mum um- um- 
arder me, if you pleaſe !* Such an effect had the cold 1 
_ his jaws, that his tecth rattled like a pair of © . 
caſtanets.— Pleaſed to be thus undeceived, 1 laughed Þ 2 1 
at his conſternation, and aſked what brought "him * . 
thither ? ? pen which he gave me to underſtand, that? 
his concern for me had induced him to dodge me to; 
that place, where the ſame reaſon had detained him till I. i 
now; and he frankly owned, that in ipite of the eſteem 5 
he had for Miſs Williams, he began to be very uneaſy , 3 5 
about me, contidering the difpoſition in which I went | 7 t 
abroad; and if I had ftaid much longer, would have þ 7 f 
certainly alarmed the neighbuurhood | in my behalf— 5 
The knowledge of this his intention confounded me!“ 5 
1 repreiented to kim the miſchievous coniequences that 
Would nave attended ſuch a rain action, and cautiop- 2 
ing him tevercly againit any ſuch deſign tor the future, = 
concluding my admenition with an aſſurance, that inn 
caſe ne &-.nid ever act fo madly, I would without 
heſitation fut him to death — Have a little patience .. 
(cried he in a lementable tone) your diſpleaſure will do þ 2 
the Huf. nels, without your committing murder.” 1 
was touched with this reproach z and as ſoon as we got. 
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home, made it my buſineſs to appeaſe him, by explain- 
ing the cauſe of that tranſport, during which I had uſed 
him ſo unworthily, 55 e . 

Next day when I went in to the long room, I ob- 
ſerved ſeveral whiſpers circulate all of a ſudden; and 


did not doubt but Melinda had been buiy with my 


character; but I conſoled myſelf with the love of 

Narciſſa, upon which 1 reſted with the moſt perfect 
4 .UPOL | | PITS 

confidence, and going up to the rowly-powley tabie, 


won a few pieces from my ſufpected rival, who with 
an eaſy politeneſs entered into converſation with me, 


and defiring my company to the coffee-houſe, treated 
me with tea and chocolate. I remembered Strutwell, 
and guarded againſt his inſinuating bchayiour ; nor was 
my ſuſpicion wrong placed; he artful;y turned the dil- 
courſe upon Narciſſa, and endeavoured by hunting at an 


intrigue he pretended to be engaged in elſewhere, to 


learn what connection there was between her and me. 


— But all his fineſſe was ineffectual 3 I was convinced. 


of his diſſimulation, and gave ſuch general anſwers to 
his enquiries, that he was forced to drop the ſubject. 
and talk of ſomething elſe. e 7 


While we converied in this manner, the ſavage came 


in, with another gentleman, ho introduced him to 
his lordſhip, and he was received with ſuch peculiar 
marks of diitinction, that I was perſuaded the courtier 


intended to ute him in ſome ſhape or another; and 


thence I conceived an unlucky omen But I had more 


cauſe to be difmayed the following day, when I ſaw 


the ſquire in company with Melinda and her mother, 
who honoured me with ſeveral diſdainful glances ; and 


when J afterwards threw myfelf in his way, inſtead of 
the cordial ſhake of the hand, returned my falute with | 
the cold reception of, Servant, ſervant,” Which he pro- 

nounced with fuch indifference, or rather contempts 
that if he had not beca Narciſfa's brother, I ſhould have 
Ee itronted him in publics. _ | | 


Thi fe occurrences diſturbed me not a little, I fore 


I the brooding Rorm, and armed myſelf with re- 


Walton fer the Oecafion 3 but Narcilla being at ſtakes 
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L was far from being reſigned.--I could have renounsed 


every other comfort of life with fome degree of forti- 
tude; but the proſpect of loſing her, diſabled all my 
philoſophy, and tortured my ſoul into madneſs, | 


Mits Williams found me next morning, full of 


anxious tumult, which did not abate, when ſhe told 
me, that my Lord Quiverwit, having profeſſed ho- 
nourable intentions, had been introduced to my lovely 
miltrets by her brother, who had at the ſame time, 
from the information of Melinda, ſpoke of me as an 
Iriſh fortune-hunter, without either birth or eſtate 
to recommend me; who ſupported myſelf in the ap- 


pearance of a gentleman by ſharping, and other in- 
famous practices; and who was of ſuch an obſcure 


origin, that I did not even know my own extraction. 

Though I expected all this, I could not hear it 
with temper, eſpecially, as truth was ſo blended with 
faiſkood in the ailertion, that it would he almoſt im- 


poſſihle to ſeparate the one from the other in my vin- 
dlication.—BUt I ſaid nothing on this head, being 


impatient to know how Narcilla had been affected with 
the diſcovery. — The generous creature, far from 
belcving thete imputations, was no ſooner withdrawn 


with her confidante, than ſhe inveighed with great 


warmth acamit the malerolence of the world, to which 
only te aſcribed the whole of what had been faid to 
my diſadvantage; and calling every circumitance of 
my beha jour to her, into review before her, found 
every thing ſo polite, honourable and diſintereſted, that 
ſhe could not harbour the leaſt doubt of my being 
the gentleman I appeared to be.—“ I have indeed (fad 
ſhe) purpoſely forbore to atk the particulars of his life, 
leſt the recapitulation of ſome misfortunes, which he has 


undergone, ſhould give him pain: And as to the 


article of his fortune, I own myſelf equally afraid of 
enquiring into it, and of diſcovering the fituation oi 


my own, left we ſhould find ourſelves beth unhappy in 


the explanation! for alas! my proviſion is conditional, 


and depends entirely on my marrying with my brother 


conſent.“ Thunderſtruck with this intelligence, th: 
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light forſook my eyes, the colour vaniſhed from my 


cheeks, and I remained in a ſtate of univerſal trepida- 
tion! My female friend perceiving my diſorder, en- 


couraged me with aflurances of Narciſſa's conſtancy, 
and the hope of ſome accident favourable to our love 


and as a further conſolation, let me know, that ſhe ha 


acquainted my miſtreſs with the out- lines of my life; 
and that altougl: the was no ſtranger to the preſent low 
ſtate of my finances, her love and eſteem were rather 
increaſed than diminiſhed by the knowledge of my 
circumſtances.——I was greatly comforted by this 
aſlurance; which ſaved me a worid of confuſion and 
anxiety : For I muſt have imparted my ſituation one 


day to Narciſſa; and this I could not have done with- 


out ſhame and diſorder. 


As I did not doubt that by this time, the ſcanda- 
lous aſperſions of Melinda were diffuſed all over the 
town, I reſolved to collect my whole (ſtrength of 


aſſurance, to brow-beat the efforts of her malice, and 
to publiſh her adventure with the Frenchified barber, 
by way of repriſal.— In the mean time having promiſed 


to be at the garden-gate about midnight, Miſs Wil- = 


liams took her leave, bidding me repoſe myſelf entirely 
on the affection of my dear Narciſſa, Which was as 
perfect as inviolable.— Before I went abroad I was 


viſited by Freeman, who came on purpoſe to acquaint 


me with the infamous tories, that were raiſed at my 


expence ; I heard them with great temper, and in my _ 


turn informed him of every thing that had happened 


between Melinda and me ; and among other things 


entertained him with the ſtory of the barber, letting him 


know what ſhare his friend Banter had in that affair. 


He was convinced of the injury my reputation had 
ſuffered, and no longer doubting the ſource from whence 
this deluge of ſlander had flowed. upon me, undertook 
to undeceive the town in my behalf, and roll the ſtream 
back upon ns origin; but in the mean time cautioned 
me from appearing in public, while the prepoſſeſſion 


was ſtrong againit me, leſt I ſhould meet with ſome 


affront that might have bad contequences, | 
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J receive an extraordinary meſſage at the door of the 
long room, which I however enter, and affront the 
Squire, who threatens to take the law of me re- 
 buke Melinda for ber malice - ſhe aweeps with 
_ wexation—Lord Quiverait is ſevere upon me—I 
retort bis ſarcaſm-—am received with the utmft 
Tenderneſo by Narciſſa, who deſires to hear the flory of 
my life abe voa eternal conſtancy to one another 
retire am waked by a meſſanger, who brings a chal-. 
lenge from Quiverwit, whom I mect, engage, ana 


vLanquiſb. 5 | , 


T Thanked him for his advice, which, however, my 
I pride and reſentment would not permit me to fol- 
low; for he no ſooner left me, in order to do juſtice to 
my character among his friends and acquaiutance, than 
I fallied out, and went directly to the long room. — 1 
was met at the door by a ſervant, who preſented to me 
2 billet, without a ſubſcription, importing that my 
_ Preſence was diſagreeable to the company, and dchring 
I would take the hint without further diſturbance, and 
_ beſtow mytelt elſewhere for the future.—'This per- 
emptory meſſage hlied me with indignztion--I followed 
the fellow who delivered it, and teizing him by the 
collar, in preſence of all the company, threatened to 
put him inſtantly to death, if he did not diſcover the 
ſcoundrel who had charged him with ſuch an impudent 
commiſſion, that T might puniſh him as he deſerved. — 
The meſicnger, affrighted at my menaces and furious 
looks, fell upon his knees, and told me, that the 
gentleman who ordered him to deliver the letter was 
no other than Narciſſa's brother, who at that time ſtood 
at the other end of the room, talking to Melinda.—I 7 
went up to him immediately, and an the hearing of his Lt 
inamorata, accoſted him in theſe words: © Lookee, : 
Squire, was it not for one conſideration that protects 
' you from my rſentment, I would cane you — . 
„ „ 5 ; tand, 
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ftand, for having had the preſumption to ſend me this 


ſcurrilous intimation, which I tore to pieces and threw 


in his face; at the fame time darting an angry regard Y 


at bis miſtreſs, and telling her, I was forry the had put 
it out of my power to compliment her upon her in- 
vention, but at the expence of her good-nature and 


veracity. . Her admirer, whoſe courage never roſe but 


in proportion to the wine he had ſwatlow ed, inftead of 


reſenting my addreſs in what is called an honourable 


way, threatened to proſecute me for an aſſault, and 


took witneſies accordingly; ; while ſhe, piqued at his 


puſillanimous behaviour, and enraged at the ſarcaſm 1 
had uttered againſt her, endeavoured to make her 


quarrel a public cauſe, and wept aloud with ſpite and 5 
vexation.— The tears of a lady could not fail of at- 


tracting the notice and concern of the ſpectators, to 
whom "the complamed of my rudeneſs, with great 


bitterneſs, ſaying, if ſhe was a man ] durſt not uſe her 


{.—T he greateit part of the gentlemen, already pre- 


judiced againſt me, were offended at the liberty I had 
taken, as appeared from their looks; though none of 


them ſignified their diſguſt any other way, except my 


Lord Quiverwit, who ventured to ſay, with a tneer, 
that I was in the right to eſtabliſh my own character, 


of which he had now no longer any doubt. Nettled 


at this * cqiei voque, which raiſed a laugh at my 


expence, I replied with ſome warmth, * I am proud 


of having in that particular got the {tart of your Jord- 


ſhip. Alle made no anſwer to my repartee, but, with 
a contemptuous ſmile walked off, leaving me in a 
very dilagreeable fituation.—In vain did I make up 


to ſeveral people of my acquaintance, whoſe conver- 


' ſation, I hoped, would baniſh my confuſion ; every 
body ihunned me like a perſon infected, and I ſhould 
not have been able to bear my diſgrace, had not the 
idea of the ever faithful and fond Narciſſa come to 
my relief. I quitted the ſcene of my mortification, and 


fauntering about the town, happened to wake from my | 


contemplation, when I found myſelf juſt oppoſite to a 


toy- ſhot, WD. 1 ns and ade a ring, 10 
| why 
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- with a ruby, in- the form of an heart, ſurrounded 


by diamond ſparks, for which I paid ten guineas, 


intending it for a preſent to the charmer of my 
1 N 3 . 

I was introduced, at the hour appointed, to this 
divine creature, who, notwithſtanding what ſhe had 


heard to my diſadvantage, received me with the utmoit 


confidence and tenderneſs; and having been informed 
of the general ſketches of my lite, by Miſs Williams, 
expreſſed a defire of knowing the particular circum- 


ſtances, which I related with great candour, omitting, 


however, ſome things which I concluded altogether 
improper for her ear, and which the reader's reflection 
will eaſily ſuggeſt, —As my ftory was little elſe than a 
recital of misfortunes, the tear of ſympathy ceaſed not 
to trickle from her inchanting eyes, during the whole 


of the narration, which hen I had finiſhed, ſhe re- 


compenſed me tor my trouble with the moſt endearing 


proteſtations of eternal love. She bewailed her reſtricted. 


condition, as it was the means of retarding my happi— 
neis; told me, that Lord Quiverwit, by ber brother's 


_ permiſſion, had been to drink tea with her that very 


afternoon, and actually propoſed marriage; and, ſeeing 
me extiemely affected with this piece of information, 
offered to give me a convincing proof of her affection, 
by eſpouſing me in private, and leaving the reſt to fate. 
EI was penetrated with this inſtance of her regard, 
but that I might not be outdone in generoſity, reſiſted 


the bewitching temptation, in conſideration of her hon- 


our and intereſt ; at the ſame preſented my ring as a 
pledge of my inviolable attachment, and on my knees 
implored heaven to ſhower its curſes on my head, if 
ever my heart ſhould entertain one thought unworty of 
the paſſion that I then vowed. She received my token, 
gave me in return her picture in miniature, exquiſitely 
drawn, and ſet in gold; and, in the ſame poſture 
called heaven to witneſs and to judge her flame 
Our vows thus reciprocally breathed, a confidence of 
hope enſued, and our mutual fondneſs becoming as 
intimate as innocence would allow, I grew inſenſible 
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of the time, and it was morning before I could tear 
foreſaw what would happen, and prompted me to in- 


„ dulge myſelf on this occaſion, in conſideration of the 


ing, and having ſlept about two hours, was waked by 


of news, I deſired my friend to ſhew him up to my 


| ene it, and read, 


room, I might have overlooked, had not your-preſump- 
tive emulation in a much more intereſting affair, and a 
diſcovery, which J made this morning, concuired in 


* 
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myſelf from this darling o ονν !—My good angel 


fatal abſence I was doomed to ſuffer, _ 
I went to bed immediately on my return to my lodg- 


Strap, who, in great confuſion, told me there was a 
footman below With a letter for me, which he would 
deliver to no body but myielf,—A larmed at this piece 
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chamber, and received a letter from him, which, he 
ſud, required an on anſwer: Upon which I 


HEN any man injures my honour, let the 85 
difference of rank between us be ever ſo great, 
I am contented to wave the privilege of my quality, . 
and feek reparation from him on equal terms.—The 
inſolence of your reply to me yeſterday, in the long- 
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perſuading me to chaſtiſe your audacity with my ſword. 
If you, therefore, have ſpirit enough to ſupport the 
character you afſume, you will not fail to follow the 
bearer immediately to a convenient place, where you 


mall be met by 
| Quiverwin, 


Whether I was enervated by the ſore and favour of . 
Narciſſa, or awed by the ſuperior ſtation of my antago- 
niſt, I know not, but I never had a leſs inclination to 
fight than at his time: However, finding there Was 2 
neceſſity for vindicating the reputation of my miſtreſs, 
as well as for alerting my own honour, I forthwith _ 
roſe, and dreſling in a hurry, put on my fword, bid 
Strap attend me, "und let cut with my conductor, curſ- 


ing 
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ing my bad fortune all the way, for having been ob- 
ſerved in my return from my angel, for ſo J interpreted 
his lordſhip's diſcovery, —When I came within ſight of 
my rival, his lackey told me he had orders to tcp; 
upon which, I commanded Strap to halt alſo, while I 
walked forward ; ; reſolved, if poſiible, to come to an 
explanation with my challenger, before we ſhould come 
to battle.—Nor was an opportunity wanting; for I 
no ſooner approached, than he aſked, with a ſtern 
countenance, what. buſineſs I had in Mr. Tophall's 
garden, ſo early in the morning ?— 1 don't know 
my Lord, (taid 1) how to anſwer a queſtion put to me 
with ſuch a magiſterial haughtineſs.—If your lord- 
ſnip will pleaſe to expoſtulate calmly, you will have 
no caule to repent of your condeſcenfion—Otherwite, 
J am not to be intimidated into any confeſſion.” 


© There's no room for denial (an{wered he) I ſaw you 


come out with my own eyes.” —* Did any other perſon 


| fee me? (Haid J.) — I neither know nor care; (ſaid 


be) I want no other evidence than that of my own 
ſentes.'— Pleaſed to hear that the ſuſpicion was confined 
to him alone, I endeavoured to appeaſe his jealouſy, by 
_ owning an intrigue with the waiting— -maid 3 but he 
had tov much diſcernment to be ſo cat) ily nnpotzd upon, 
and told me there was only one way to convince him of 
the trath of what I alleged ; ; which was no other than 
renouncing all claim to Narcitla upon oath, and pro- - 
mthng upon honour, never to {peak to her for the fu- 
ture.—Exaſperated at this pr opolal, I unſneathed my 
Iword, ſaying, © Heavens! what title have you, or 
any man on earth, to impoſe ſuch terms on me!“ Er 
did the tame, und, making towards me, with a con- 
tracted brow, ſaid I was a villain; and had diſhonoured 
Narciſſa.— “ He's a ſcandalous villaia (T replied, in & 
tranſport of fury) © who brands me with that imo 


tation! She is a thoufand times more chafte this. 


the mother who bore you; and I will aflert her hong 

with my heart's blood! 10 ſayinz, IJ ruſhed up" 

him with more eagerneſs than ad het” and endeavgw | 
wg ws get within his $ paint, rece eired 2 wound in in. 
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5 ROD ERICK RANDOM. 197 
neck, which redoubled my rage. — He excelled me in 
temper as well as in ſkill, by which means he parried 
my thruſts with great calmneſs, until I had almoſt 
exhauſted my ſpirits; and when he perceived me begin- 
ning to flag, attacked me hercely in his turn—Finding 
himſelf however, bettcr oppoſed than he expected, he 
reſolved to follow his longe, and cloſe with me; ac- 
cordingly, his ſword entered my wailtcoat, on the ſide 
of the breaſt-bone, and running up between my ſhirt 
and ſkin, appeared above my left ſhoulder: I im- 
agined that his weapon had perforated my lungs, and, 
of conſequence, that the wound was mortal; therefore 
determined not to die unrevenged, I ſeized his ſhell 
which was cloſe to my breaſt, before he could diſin- 
tangle his point, and keeping it faſt with my left hand, 
ſhortened my own ſword with my right, intending to 
run him through the heart; but he received the thruſt _ 
in his left arm, which penetrated up to the ſhoulder | 
blade. Diſappointed in this expectation, and afraid 
ſtill that death would fruſtrate my revenge, I grappled _ 
with him, and being much the ftronger, threw him 
vpon the ground, where I wreſted his Word out of his 
hand, and ſo great was my confuſion, inſtead of turn- 
ing the point upon him, ſtruck out three of his fore- 
» | tecth with the hilt.—In the mean time, our ſervants 
«  feeing us fall, ran up to ſeparate and aſſiſt us? but 
" | before their approach, I was upon my feet, and had 
diſcovered that my ſuppoſed mortal wound was only a 
flight ſcratch. The knowledge of my own ſafety _ 
diſarmed me of a good deal of my reſentment, and I 
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wãadſegan to enquire with ſome. concern into the ſituation 

* 5 of my antagoniſt, who remained on the ground, bleed- 
mg plentifully at his mouth and arm. —I helped his 

« | footman to raiſe him and having bound up his wound 

* | with my handkerchief aſſured him it was not danger- 1 
ous; I likewiſe reftored his ſword, and offered to fup- | | 


port him to his own houſe.—He thanked me with an 
air of ſullen dignity ; and whiſpering to me, that I 
| Zhould hear from him ſoon, went away, leaning on his 
'- KF fervant's ſhoulder, EE Co eg 21 Vo 
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I was ſurprized at this promiſe, which J conſtrued 
into a threat, and reſolved, if ever he ſhould call me 
out again, to uſe whatever advantage fortune might 
give me over him in another manfier In the mean 
time, I had leiſure to take notice of Strap, who ſeem. 


ed quite ſtupified with horror; and (after having re- 
covered him from his extaſy, with an aſſurance that 
I had received no damage) to explain the nature of 
this affair as we walked homeward—By that time I had 
got into my apartment, I found the wound in my neck 


ſtiff and uneaty, and a good deal of clotted blood run 
down upon my ſhut: Upon waich I pulled off my 
coat and wailtcoat, and unbuttoned my collar, that l 
might dreſs it with more eaſe, —My friend no ſooner 
perceived my ſhirt quite dyed with blood, than imagin— 


ing I had got at leaſt twenty dreadful wounds, he 


cried, © © Jeſus!” and fell flat on the floor. —I ſtopt 


the bleeding with a little dry lint, and applying a 


plaiſter over it, cleaned myſelf from the gore, (hitted 
and dreſſed, while he lay ſenſcleſs at my feet 3 ſo that 


when he recovered and ſaw me perfectly well, he could 
ſcarce believe his own eyes. Now that the danger was i 


paſt, I was very well pleaſed with what had happe ned, 


which I did not doubt, would ſoon become known, and, 


conſequently, dignity my character not a little in this 
place.— I was alto proud of having ſhewn myſelf, in 
ſome ſhape, worthy of the love of Narciſſa, who, I 
was perſuaded, would not think the worle of me tot 


what 1 had done. 


I at his houſe, 


1 
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Jam viſited by Freeman, with whom I appear in pub- 


lic, and am careſſed am ſent for by Lord Quiverwit, 
whoſe preſence I quit in à paſſon-—Narcifla is car- 
ed o/, by her brother A tend to purjue him, and 
am diſuaded by my friend —engage in play and loſe 
all my money — ſet out for Lenden try my fortune at 
the gaming table without ſucceſrectiue a letier 
Jrom Naraſa—bilk my taylor. : | 


5 HILE I entertained myſelf with theſe reflec- 


tions, the news of this duel being communi— 


| cated by ſome unknown channel, ſpread all over the 
toun.— I was viſited by Freeman, who teſtiſied his 
* ſurprize at finding me, having been told, that Lord 
 Quiverwit being dead of his wounds, I had abſconded, 
in order to avoid the cognizance of the law, I aſked if 
people gueſſed the occaſion of the quarrel 3 and un- 
derſtanding it was attributed to his lordſhip's reſent- 
ment of my reply in the long room, confirmed that 
conjecture, glad to find Narciſſa unſuſpected. My 


friend, after I had aſſured him that my antagoniſt was 
in no danger, wiſhed me joy of the event, than which, 
he ſaid, nothing could happen more opportunely to ſup- 
port the idea he had given of my character, to his 
friends, among whom he had been very aſſiduous in my 


behalf. | 


On the ſtrength of this aſſurance, I went with him 


to the coffee-nouſe, where I was ſaluted by a great 
many of thoſe very perſons who ſhunned me the pre- 
2 ceding day.—And I found every body making merry 
with the ſtory of Melinda's French gallant-—While I 
remained in this place, T received a meſſage form Lord 
Quiverwit, deſiring, if I was not engaged, to fee him 


Thicher J immediately repaired, and was conducted - 


| to an apartment, where I was received by his lordſhip 
* bed — being left by ourſelves, he thanked me in 


very 
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have prompted him to commit. —“ I would willingly, 


hall ever agree on that fubje&t. I took the liberty, 


ly, that F cannot help oppoſing your ſucceſs with that 


ſuſpect you have made in her affection, and defirel 
Him to take his precautions accordingly.*—Alarmet 
and provoked at this information, I told his lordſhip, 


- condutt with his profeſſion of open dealing, and itluag Þ 


was ſurprized with the waving of a handkerchief, from 
the window of a coach and fix that paiſed by me at 


with this diſcovery, the knowledge of my misfortun: 
ruſhed all at once upon my reflection! I gueſſed im. 
mediately that the fignal was made by the dear hand 


method of relating her diſtreſs, and imploring ny 
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very polite terms, for having uſed the advantage for. 


tune had given me over him, with ſuch moderation; 
and aſked pardon for any offence his reſentment might 


(laid he) make you my friend; but as it is 11mpotiible 
for me to diveſt myſeif of my paſſion for Narcilia, [ 
am too well convinced of your ſentiments, to think we 


therefore of ſending for you, in order to own candid- 


young lady; though at the ſame time, I promiſe to re- 
gulate my oppoſition by the dictates of juſtice and ho- 
nur: This, however, I think proper to advertiſe you of, 
that ſhe has no independent fortune, and if you fhould 
even ſucceed in your addreſſ-s, you would have the 


mortification to ſee her reduced to indigence, une 
you have wherewithal to ſupport her.—And I am cre- Þ- 


dibly informed of your incapacity that way—Nay, [ 
will confeſs, that, urged by this conſideration, I have 
actually ſent notice to her brother, of the progreſs [ 
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that I did not fee how he could reconcile that piece of 


away from him in a paſſion, 


As I walked homeward, in hopes of hearing f:om 
my miſtreſs as uſual by means of Miſs Williams, IF 
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full ſpeed ; and upon further obſervation, I faw 2 
ſervant on horſe-back riding after it, who, T knew by 
His livery, belonged to the Squire. —Thunderſtruck 
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of. Narciſſa, who being hurried away in conſequence of 
Lord Quiverwit's meſſage to her brother, had no other 
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aſſiſtance.Frantick with this conje&ture, I ran to my 


jodgings, ſnatched my piſtols, and ordered Strap to get 
oſt-horſes, with ſuch incoherence of ſpeech and diſ- 
order, that the poor valet, terrified with the ſuſpicion 


of another duel, inſtead of providing what J defired, 


went forthwith to Freeman, who being informed of 


my behaviour, came ſtraight to my apartment, and 


conjured me ſo patheticaily to acquaint him with the 


cauſe of my uncaſineſs, that I could not refuſe to tell 
him my happineſs was fled with Narcifla, and that 1 
muſt retrieve her or periſh. He repreſented the mad- 


neſs of ſuch an undertaking, and endeavoured to di- 


vert me from it, with great ſtrength of friendſhip and 


reaſon : But all his arguments would have been inef- 
fectua], had he not put me in mind of the dependence 


] ought to have on the love of Narciſſa, and attachment 


of her maid, which could not fail of finding opportu- 
nities enough, to advertiſe me of their ſituation 3 and 


at the ſame time, demonſtrated the injury my charmer's E 


reputation muſt ſuffer from my precipitate retreat. 1 
was convinced and compoſed by theſe conſiderations, 


I appeared in publick with an air of tranquillity, wag 


well received by the beſt company in town, and my 


misfortune taking air, condoled accordingly; while 1 
had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing Melinda to univerſally 


diſcountenanced, that ſhe was fain to return to London, 
in order to avoid the ſcoffs and cenſure of the ladies at 


Bath.— But though the hope of hearing from the dar- 


hns cf my ſovl ſupported my fpirits a little while, I 


began to be very uneaſy, when at the end of ſeveral _ 
weel s, 1 found that expectation diſappointed. —--- In 
ſhort, melancholy and deipondence took poſichion of my 


ſou] 3 anu_repiring at that Providence, wich by àct- 
ing the ſtepmother towards ine, kept me from the frui- 
tion of my wiſhes, 1 determined, in a fit of deſpair, 
to riſk all I had at the ganung-table, with a view of 
acquiring à fortune ſuihcient to render me indepen- 
dent for life; or of plunging myleit into ſuch a ſtate 


of miſery, as would effectually cruſh every ambitious 


actuated 


hore that now tortured my imagination. 
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| tation of having his bond diſcharged to his liking: 


202 THE ADVENTURES OF 
Actuated by this fatal reſolution, I engaged in play, 
and after ſome turns of ſortune, found myſelf, at the 


end of three days, worth a thouſind pounds; but it 


was not my intention to ſtop there, for which cauſe 
kept Strap ignorant of my ſucceſs, and continued my 
career, until I was reduced to five guineas, Which | 
would have hazarded alſo, had 1 not been aſhamed to 
fall from a bett of two hundred pounds to ſuch a petty 
fum.---.- 

Having thus cas my ſchme, I went home, amar- 


ed to find myſelf ſo much at eaſe, and informed my 


friend Strap of my miſchance, with ſuch cal nneſs 
that he imagining I joked, affected to receive the tid- 
ings with great equanimity — But both he and I found 
ourſelves miſtaken very ſoon I had miſinterpreted my 
own ſtupidity into deliberate reſignation, and he hal 
reaſon to believe me in earneſt, when he {aw me next 


morning agitated with the moſt violent deſpair, whic 


he endeavoured to alleviate with all we conſolation i 'n 


his power. 


In one of my Jucid intervals, howe ever, I charged 
him to take a place in the ſtage coach for London; 
and in the mean time paid my debts in Bath, which 
amounted to thirty ſhillings only. — Without taking 
leave of my friends, I embarked, Strap having th 
good fortune to find a return horſe, and arrived i 


town, without having met with any thing remarkad by ® 
on the road; fave that, while we crotſed Bagitot Þ 

Heath, I was raed with a ſort of inclination to re- 5 
trieve my fortune, by laying paſſeugers under contri- I 


bution, in ſome ſuch place. —My thoughts were ſo 


circumſtanced at this time, that I ſhould Have digeſted 


the crime of robbery, ſo righteouſly had T concerted 
my plan, and ventured my life in the execution, had 
I not been deterred by reflefting upon the infamy that 
attends detection. 

The apartment I formerly lived i in being UNnengage 
I took poſſeſſion of it, and next day went in quelt of 
Banter, who received me with open arms, in expec- 


But 
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But when he underſtood what had happened, his coun- 


ol I! tenance changed of a ſudden, and he told me with a 
"| * dryneſs of diſpleaſure peculiar to himſelf, that if he 
EF yas in my place, he would put it out of fortüns g 
1 power to play him ſuch another trick, and be avenged 
of his own indiſcretion at once. W ben I deſired him to 
1 explain his meaning, he pointed to his neck, raiſed 
1 himſelf on his tip- toes, and was going away without 
uy I any further cereinony, when I put Rim; in mind of my 
in digence, and demanded the five guineas I had for- 
2. merly tent him. * Five guineas ! (cried he) Zounds! 
1 had vou acted with common prudence, you might have 
10 4 had tw enty thouſand in your pocket by this time. —I 
* 1 2: depended upon five hundred from you, as much as if 
mn had had notes for it in the bank; and by all the rules 
by bol equity, you are indebted to me for that ſum.'—TI I! 
7 Was neither pleaſed nor convinced by this computation, 
= and inſiſted on my right with ſuch determined obſtinacy, 
* that he was fain to alter his tone, and appeaſe my cla- 
" Þ  mour, by aſſuring me, that he was not maſter of five 
e ſhillings, — Society in diſtreſs, generally promotes good 
uncderſtanding among people; from being a dun, 1 
i deſcended to "be a client, and aſked his advice about 
5 F: repairing my loſſes. —Re counſelled me to have recourſe 
0 again to the gaming-table, where I had ſucceeded fo 
in | : well before, and to put myſelf in & condition, by fel- 
% ling my watch.—T followed his directions, and having 
„ 7 accommodated him with a tew pieces, went to the 
5 place, where J loſt every ſnilling. 

„I returned to my lodgings full of deſperate reſolu- 
< : ; tion, and having made Strap acquainted with my fate, 
ab ordered him to pawn my ſword immediately, that J 
x if might be enabled to make another effort. —This af- 
1 } 5 fectionate creature no ſooner underſtood my purpoſe, 


bu than ſeized with inſuppreſſible ſorrow at the proſpect 


of my miſery, he burſt into tears, and aſked what L : 


1 2 : propoſed to do after the ſmall ſum he could raiſe on the 
wy 


health and theſe ten * 1 can earn a comfortable 


mord ſhw.ld be ſpent: © On my own account (ſaid f 
hae) Jam quite unconcerned; for while God ſpares me 


ſubül⸗ 
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ſubſiſtence any where; but what muſt become of you, 
who ha.e lets humility to ſtoop, and more appetites to 
gratify ?'=-Here I interrupted him, by iaying, with a 
gloomy aſpect, I could ever want a reſource while J 
had a loaded piſtol in poſſeſſion. —Stupified with hor- 
ror at this dr adful inſinuation, he ſtood mute for 
ſome time, and then broke out into * God of his in- 
finite mercy enable you to withſtand that temptation 
of the devil! Conſider your immortal foul ! there's 
no repentance in the grave IO Lord ! that ever it 
ſhould come to this! Are we not enjoined to reſign 
ouriclves to the will of heaven? —where is your pa- 
tience : Durum patientia frange—you are but a 


young man—there may be many good things in ſtore 


for you—accidit in fundto, quod non peratur in anno 
remember your uncle, Mr. Bowling; perhaps he is 


now on his voyage homeward, pleaſing himſelf with 


the hopes of finding and relieving you—nay, perad 
venture he is already arrived, the ſhip was expected 
about this time.*—A ray of hope ſhot athwart the 
darkneſs of my ſoul, at this ſuggeſtion ; I thanked my 
friend for his ſeaſonable recollection, and after having 
_ promiſed to take no reſolution till his return, diſmiſſed 
him to Wapping for intelligence. 


In his abſence I, was viſited by Banter, who being 


informed of my bad luck at play, told me, that for- 
tune would probably be one day weary of perſicuting 


me. In the mean time, (faid he) here's a letter tor 


vou, Which received juſt now inclofd in ons from 

Freeman. I ſnatched it with cagerneſs, and knowing 

* We ſuperſcription to be of Narciſta's hand-writing, 
kiſſed it with tianſport; and having opencd it, read, 


II is with great difficulty, that I have ſtolen from 
the oblerration of thoſe ſpies who are ſet over me, 
this opportunity of telling you, that 1 was tuddenly 
carried away from Bath, by my brother, who was in- 
formed of our corre{pondence by Loid fguiver' wit, 


whom, I :ince underitand, you have wounded in a 


ay a account At I am ully convinced of your 
heongus 
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honour and love, I hope I ſhall never hear of ſuch 
deſperate proofs of either for the future—I am fo 


ſtrictly watched, that it will be impoſſible for you to 


ſee me, until my brother's ſuſpicion ſhall abate, or 
heaven contrive ſome other unforeſeen event in our 
behalf.—In the mean time you may depend on the 
conſtancy and affection of, | | 

DS Your own | 
NaRCissA,” 


P. S. Miſs Williams, who is my fellow priſoner, 
deſires to be remembered to you We are both in 
good health, and only in pain for you, eſpecially, 


as it will be impracticable for you to convey any 
meſiage or letter to the place of our confinement 
—for which reaſon, pray deliſt from the attempt, 


that by miſcarrying mult prolong our captivity. 
i . : ; | : * 


This kind letter afforded me great conſolation: IT 


communicated it to Banter, and at the fame time, 
ſhewed him dier picture: He approved ner beauty and 
good ſenſe, 20d could not help owning, that my ne- 
waen ſuch a 


leck of Mils Snapper was excuſable 
le“ Ph ; 
fine creature engroficd my attention. : 

I began to be reconciled to iny fate, and imagined, 


that if 4 could 'contrive means of ſubliſting until my 
uncle mould arrive, in caſe he was not already at home, 
that he would enable me to do ſomething effectual in 
and fortune I therefore conſulted 


behalf of my love 


Banter about a prelent ſupyly, who no ſooner under- 
food that I had credit with a taylor, than he adviſed 
me to take off two cr three ſuits of rich cloaths and 


convert them into caſh, by ſelling them at half price 
to a ſaleſman in Monmouth-itreet.—I was a little 


ſtartled at his propoſal, which I thought favoured a 
little of fraud; but he rendered it palatable, by &6b- 


ſerving, that in a few months, I might be in a condi- 
tion to do every body juſtice 3 and in the mean time 1 
was ze gultted by the honeſty of my intention] ſuf- 
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fered myſelf to be perſuaded by his ſalvo, by which my 
neceſſity, rather than my judgment was convinced; 
and when I found there were no accounts of the ſhip 


in which my uncle embarked, actually put the ſcheme 


in practice, and raiſed by it five and twenty guincas, 
paying him for his advice with the odd five, 


CH AF. LXI, 


acquaintance beau Fachſon in that jall—be info ms 
ME of bis adwventures— Strap artiver, and 7h 


difficulty is comforted— Fackjon introduces me 1 a 


poet I admire his converſation and cafacity—- am 
aceply affefted with my ini for tune trap hites bim- 
ſelf as a journeyman ba, ber. „ 


Dub this expedient was in a few weeks attended. 


with a conſequence I did not foreſce : A plaver 


having purchaſed one of the ſuits which were expoted 


to ſale, appeared in it on the ſtage one night, while my 
taylor unfortunately happened to. be preſent, ——He 
knew eit immediately, and enquiring minute!y into the 


affair, diſcovered my whole cantrivance : Upon Which 


he came to my lodgings, and telling me that he was 


very much ſtraitened for wait of money, preſented his 


bill, which amounted to 50l.— Surprized at this un- 
expected addreſs, I aftected to treat him cavalieriy, 
ſwore ſome oaths, aſked if he doubted my honour, and 
telling him I ſhould take care whom I dealt with for 
the future, bid him come again in three days.—He 
obeyed me punctually, demanded his money, and find- 
ing himſelf amuſed with bare promiſes, arreſted me 
that very day in the ſtreet.— I was not much ſhocked 
at this adventure, which indeed, reſcued me from 2 
horrible ſuſpence in which I had lived fince his firſt vi- 
fit. I refuſed to go to a ſpuncing-nhovie wiiere J had 
heard there was nothing but the moſt flagrant impoſi— 
tion; and a coach being called, I was carried to the 
Marſnalſea, attended by a bailiff and his follower, who 


Were 
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were very much diſappointed and chagrined at my re- 
ſolution. | T . 

The turnkey gueſſing from my appearance, that I 
had got money in my pocket, received me with the 
repcution of the Latin word depone, and gave me to 
underſtand, that I muſt pay before-hand for the apart- 
ment I ſhould chuſe to dwell in.—TI defired to ſee his 

conveniencies, and hired a ſmall paultry bed-chamber, 
dor a crown a week, which, in any other place, would 
bot have lett at eighteen-pence.— Having taken poſ- 
beſnion of this diſmal habitation, I ſent for Strap, and 
muy thoughts were buſied in collecting matter of conſo- 
uUution to that faithful ſquire, when ſome body knocked 
at my door, which J no ſooner opened, than a young 

ellow entered, in very ſhabby cloaths and marvellouſſy 

foul linen. Atter a low bow, he called me by my 
name, and aſked if I had forgot him. His voice af- 
- # ffted me in recollecting his perſon, which I ſoon re- 
!' # coonized to be my old acquaintance beau Jackſon, of 
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7 whom mention is made in the firſt part of my memoirs, fl 
e Il ſaluted him, expreſſed my ſatisfaction at finding 1 
e bim alive, and condoled with him on his preſent ſitua- kl 

tion; which, however, did not ſeem to affect him vl 

s much, for he laughed very heartily at the occaſion of il 

s Jour meeting ſo unexpectedly in this place. | 1 

- | After our mutual compliments were over, I enquired uy 

„about his amour with the lady of fortune, which ſeem- my 

i | <d to be lo near an happy concluſion when I had the il | 
r | pleature of feeing him laſt; And after an immoderate 1 
elt of laughter, he gave me to underſtand, that he had f 
been egregioutily bit in that affair.“ You muſt know, 18 
e (aid he) that a tew days after our adventure with the * 
4 Þ bawd and her b——ches, I found means to be mar- l 
3 | ried to that ſame fine lady you ſpeak of, and paſſed the 1 
night with her at her lodgings, ſo much to her ſatis- vn 
d faction, that early in the morning, after a good deal of 8 
- | niveling and ſobbing, ſhe owned, that io far from be- 55 
e ing an heireſs of a great fortune, ſhe was no other than FI 
o common woman of the town, who had decoyed me 1h: 
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into matrimony, in order to enjoy the privilege of a 
female couverte ; and that, unleſs I made my eſcape 


immediately, I ſhould be arreſted for a debt of her 


where I kept ſnug until J was appointed ſurgeon's 
mate of a man of war at Portſmonth; for which place 


I fet out on a Sunday, went on board of my ſhip, in 
which I ſailed to the Straits, where I had the good for- 


tune to be made ſurgeon of a ſloop that came home 
in a few months after, and was put out of commil- 
ſion: Whereupon I came to London, imagining my- 
ſelf forgotten and freed from my wife and her credi- 
tors; but had not been in town a week before I was 
_ arreſted for a debt of her's amounting to 20%. and 
brought to this place, where I have been fixed by 
another action ſince that time. However, you know 
my diſpoſition; I defy care and anxiety; and being on 
the half pay lift, make ſhift to live here tolerably eaſy.” 
I congratulated him on his philoſophy, and remem- 
bering that I was in his debt, repaid the money he 
formerly lent me, which I believe, was far from being 
unſeaſonable. I then enquired about the ceconomy of 
the place, which he explained to my ſatisfaction; and 
after we had agreed to meſs together, he was juſt go- 
mg to give orders for dinner when Strap arrived. 

- T never in my life ſaw forrow ſo extravagantly ex- 
preſſed in any countenance, 2s in that of my honeſt 
friend, which was indeed particularly adepted by na- 
ture for ſuch impreſſions — Being left by ourſelves, 1 
communicated to him my diſaſter, and endeavoured to 
conſole him with the fame arguments he had formerly 
uſed to me, withal repreſenting the fair chance I had 


of being relieved, in a ſhort time by Mr Bowling. — 


But hie grief was unutterable ; he ſeemed to give at- 
tention without liſtening, and rung his hands in ſilence; 
ſo that I was in a fair way of being infected with his 
behaviour, when Jackſon returned, and een, ths 
| | e cte- 
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jollity and unconcern, that the features of the diſtreſſed 


ner little correſponding with the ſphere of life, in 


any letters for me from Narciſſa, by the canal of Free- 
man; and by all means to leave a direction for him-- 


RODERICK RANDOM. 20 
deference I paid to Strap, altho' in a footman's habit, 
diſtributed his crumbs of comfort with ſuch mirth, 


(quire relaxed by degrees, he recovered the uſe of ſpeech, 
and began to be a little more reconciled to this lamen- 
table event. — We dined together on boiled beef and 
greens, brought from a cook's ſhop in the neighbour- 
hood; and altho' this meal was ſerved up in a man- 


which I had lately lived, I made a virtue of neceſſity, 
eat with good appetite, and treated my friends with a 
bottle of wine, which had the defired effect, of in- 
creaſing the good humour of my fellow-priſoner, and 
exhilarating the ſpirits of Strap, who now talked of 
my misfortune en Cavalier. Ig | 
After dinner Jackion left us to our private affairs: 
when I deſired my friend to pack up all our things, 
and carry them to ſome cheap lodging he ſhould chuſe 
for himielf in the neighbourhood of the Marſhalſea, 
after he had dilcharged my lodging, for which I gave 
him money.—l1 lixewite recommended to him the keep 
ing my misfortune fecret, and taying to my landlord, 
or any other that fhould enquire for me, that I was 
gone into the country for a tew weeks: At the ſame 
time J laid ſtrong injunctions upon him to call every 
ſecond day upon Banter, in caſe he ſhould receive 


ſelf, at my uncle's lodgings in Wapping, by which 
I might be found when my Kinſman ſhould arrive. 

When he departed to execute theſe orders, (which, 
by the bye were punctually performed that very night) 
found myſelf fo little ſeaſoned to my ſituation, that JI 
dreaded reflection, and ſought ſhelter from it in the 
company of the beau, who promiſing to regale me with 
a lecture upon taſte, conducted me to the common 
hde, where I ſaw a number of naked miſerable wret- 
ches aſſembled together. We had not been here many 
minutes when a figure appeared, wrapped in a dirty | 
rug, tied about his loins with two pieces of lift, of 
SD N 3 Sn Xx 
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different colours, knotted together; having a black 


buſhy beard, and his head covered with a huge mals. 
of brown per iwig, which ſeemed to have been raviſhed 


from the crown of ſome ſcarecrow. —This apparition, 

ſtalked in with great ſolemnity, made a profound bow 
to the audience, who ſignified their approbation by a 
general reſponſe of, + How d'ye do, doctor?' He 
then turned towards us, and honoured Jackſon with 
a particular ſalutation, upon which my friend in a 
formal manner, introduced him to me, by the name 
of Mr, Melopoyn.— T his ceremony being over, he 
advanced into the middle of the congregation, which 
crowded around him, and hemming three times, to 
my utter aſtoniſhment, pronounced with great ſignihi- 
cance of voice and geſture, a very elegant and ingenions 


diſcourſe upon the difference between genius and taſte, 


illuſtrating his aſſertions with apt quotations from 
the beſt authors, antient as well as modern. When 


he had finiſhed his harangue, which laſted 3 full hour, 


he bowed again to the ſpectators z not one of whom (1 
was informed) underſtood ſo much as a fentence of 
what he uttexed, They manifefted, however, their 
admiration and eſteem by voluntary contribution, 


which Jackſon told me, one week with another, ©- 


mounted to eightcen-pence.—This moderate ſtipend, 
together with ſome ſmall] preſents that he received for 
making up differences and deciding cauſes amongſt the 


_ Priſoners, juſt enabled him to breathe and walk about 


in the groteſque figure I have deſcribed.— I underſtood 
alſo that he was an excellent poet, and had computed 


a tragedy, which was allowed, by every body who 


had ſeen it, to be a performance of great merit; that 
his learning was infinite, his morals unexceptionable, 
and his modeſty invincible Such a character could not 
fail of attracting my regard; 1 longed impatiently to 
be better acquainted with him, and deined Jack fon 
would engage him to ſpend the evening in my apart- 
ment. My requeſt was granted, he favoured us with 
his company, and in the courſe of our convertation, 
perceiving that J had a ſtrong paſſion for hy Belles 

8 5 8 ettres, 
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Lettres, acquitted himſelf ſo well on that ſubje&, that 
I exprefled a fervent deſire of ſceing his productions.— 

In this too he gratified my inclination :—He promiſed 


to bring his tragedy to my room next day, and in the 


mean time, entertained me with ſome detached pieces, 
winch gave me a very advantageous idea of his poetical 
talent. Among other things i was particularly pleaſed 
with ſome elegies, in imitation of Jibullus; one of 
which I beg leave to ſubnut to the reader, as a ſpeci- 


men of his complexion and c: a pacity. 


oO 

* IE RE now are all my We dreams of 
0% 

Monimia, give my ſoul her wonted reſt; 
Since firſt thy beauty fix'd my roving eye, | 
Heart-gnawing cares corrode my peniive breaſt! 

IE. 
Let happy lovers fly where pleaſures call, 
With tettive ſongs beguile the fieetin 2 hour 3 ; 
Lead beauty thro” the mazes of the ball, 
Or preſs her wanton in Jove's roſeate bow! r. 

| III. 8 

For me no more I'll range th' empurpled mend, 
Where ſhepherds pipe, and virgins dance around; 


Nor wander thro' the woodbine's fragrant mos 


To hear the muſic of the groves reſound. 
IV. 


T1 ſeek ſome lonely church, or Ureary hall, 
Where fancy paints the glimm: ring taper blue, 


Where damps hang mould'ring on the 1wy'd wall, 
And ſheeted ghoſts drink up the midught dew + 


here leagu'd with hopeleſs anguiſh and defpairy 


 A-while in filence o'er my fate repine 


Then with a long farewel to love and care, 
To kindred duſt my wary limbs conſign 
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212 THE ADVENTURES OF 
Wilt thou, Monimia, ſhed a gracious tear, 
On the cold grave where all my forrows reſt? 
Wilt thou ſtrew flow'rs, applaud my love ſincere, 
And bid the turt lie light upon my brealt ? 


I was wonderfully affected with this pathetic com- 


plaint, which ſeemed fo well calculated for my own 
diſappointment in love, that 1 could not help atiach- 
ing the 1dea of Narciſſa to the name of Monimia, and 
of forming ſuch melancholy preſages of my paſſion, 
that I could not recover my tranquillity ; and was fain 
to have recourſe to the bottle, which prepared me for a 
profound ſleep that I could not otherwiſe have enjoyed. 
— Whether thele impreſſions invited and introduced a 
train of other melancholy reflections, or my fortitude 
was all exhauſted in the effort I made againſt deſpon- 
dence, the firſt day of my impriſonment, I cannot de- 
termine; but I awaked in the horrors, and found my 
imagination haunted with ſuch diſmal apparitions, that 
I was ready to deſpair. And J believe the reader will 
own, that I had no great cauſe to congratulate myſelf, 
when I conſidered my fituation, —I was interrupted in 
the midſt of theſe gloomy apprehenſions by the arrival 
of Strap, who contributed not a little to the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of my peace, by letting me know he had 
hired himſelf as a journeyman-barber 3 by which means 
he would not only fave me a conſiderable expence, but 
even make ſhift to lay up ſomething for my ſubſiſtence 
after my money ſhould be ſpent, in caſe I ſhould not be 
relieved” before. ; „ 


CHAP. 


Ir 


cd (06 % hou tf 


RODER 


ICK RANDOM. - 213 
D AB, :- Ell. 


nion of his Zensus be — 5 bis aden fares. 


| HILE we eat our breakfaſt together, I ac- 
\ quainted him with the character and condi- 
tion of the poet, who came in with his play at that 
inſtant, and imagining we were engaged about buſi— 
neſs, could not be prevailed upon to lit ; ; but leaving 
his performance, went away. My triend's tender 
heart was melted at the fight of a gentleman and chriſ- 
tian (for he had a great veneration for both theſe epi- 
thets) in ſuch miſery ; and aſſented with great chear- 
fulneſs to a propoſal I made for cloathing him with 


our ſuperfluities a taſk with which he charged him- 


ſelf, and departed immediately to perform it. 
He was no fooner gone, than I locked my door and 


| fat down to the tragedy, which I read to the end with 


vaſt pleaſure, not a little amazed at the conduet of the 


LL managers who had rejected it, —The fable, in my opi- 
mion, was well choſen, and naturally conducted; the 


incidents intereſting, the characters beautifully 8688 
traſted, ſtrongly marked, and well ſupported ; the dic- 
tion poctical; ſpirited and corre&t ; the unities of the 
drama maintained with the moit ſcrupulous exactneſs; 


the opening gradual and engaging; the Tieguriſuas 


furpriting, and the cataſtrophe affecting: In ſhort, I 
judged it by the laws of Ariſtotle and Horace, and 
could find nothing in it exceptionable, but a little too 


much embelliſhment in ſome few places, which ob- 
jection he removed to my ſatisfaction, by a quotation | 


from Ariſtotie's poetics, importing that the leaſt 1 


tereſting parts of a paem, ought to be raiſed and dig- | 


nined by the charms and energy of diction. 


I revered his genius, and was ſeized with an eager 
curioſicy to know "the particular events of a fortune ſo 


unworthy of his merit. At that initant 8 Strap returned 


with | 
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214 THE ADVENTURES OF 

with a bundle of cloaths, which J ſent with my com- 
pliments to Mr. Melopoyn, as a ſmall token of my 
regard, and deſired the favour of his company to din- 
ner. He accepted my preſent and invitation, and in 
leis than half an hour made his appearance in a de- 
cent dreis, which altered his figure very much to his 
advantage.—l perceived by his countenance, that his 
heart was big with gratitude, and endeavoured to pre- 
vent his acknowledge gments, by aſking pardon for the 
liberty I had taken ; he made no reply, but with an 
- aſpect full of admiration and eſteem, bowed to the 
ground, While the tears guſhed from his eyes.— 
Affected with theſe ſymptoms of an ingenuous mind, 


I ſhifted the converſation from this ſubject, and com- 
plimented him on his performance, which I afiured 


him, afforded me infinite pleature. —My approbation 
made him happy; dinner being ſerved, and Jackfon 
arrived, I begged their permiſſion for r to ſit at 
table with us, after having informed them, that he 


was a perſon to whom I was extremely obliged; they 


were kind enough to grant that favour, and 0 cat 
together with great harr mony and ſatisfaction. 

Our meal being ended, I expreſſed my wonder at 
the little regard Mr. Mel opoyn had met with from the 
world ; and ſignified a deſire of hearing how he had 
been treated by the managers of the play- houſes, to 
whom I underſtood from Jackſon, he had offered his 
tragedy without uccels, — Tacre is fo little enter- 


taining in the incidents of my life (laid he) that I 


am ſure the recital will not reco: npenſe your aiten- 
tion; but ſince you diicover an inclination to know 
them, 1 underſtand my duty too well to difappoint 
your deſires. 


| * father, who was à curate in the country 


J being by the narrownels of his circumſtances 
| "ty 525 maintaining me at the e took 


the charge of my education upon himſelf, and la- 


bour! ing with ſuch. induitry and concern in the S a 
| : taking, 
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taking, that I had little caule to regret the want of 


public maſters. —Being at great pains to conſult my 


natural bias, he diſcovered in me betimes, an incli- 
nation for poetry; upon which he recommended to 


me an intimate acquaintance with the claſſics, in the 
cultivation of which he aſſiſted me with paternal zeal 
and uncommon erudition. - When he thought me ſuf. 
fciently acquainted with the ancients, he directed my 
ſtudies to the beſt modern authors, French and Italian 
as well as Engliſh, and laid a particular injunction 


upon me, to make myſelf maiter of my mother 


tongue. | „ | | 
About the age of eighteen, T grew amhitions of un- 


dertaking a work of fome conſequence 3 and with my 


father's approbation, actually planned the tragedy you 
have read; but before J had finiſhed four acts, that 
indulgent parent died, and left my mother and me 
in very indigent circumſtapces. A near relation com- 
paſſionacng our diſtrets, took us into his family, where 
I broveht my fable to a concluſion; and foun after 
my mother quitted this life - When my forrow for this 
melancholy event had ſubſided, I told my kinſman, 
who was à farmer, that having paid my laſt duty to 
my parent, I had now no attachment to detain me 
in the country, and therefore was refolved to ſet out 
for London, and offer my play to the (tage, where I 


did not doubt of acquiring a large ſhare of fame as 
well as fortune; in which cafe 1 ſhould not be un- 
| mindful of my friends and benefattors.—My couſin 
nas raviſhed with the proſpect of my felicity, and 
- willingly contributed towards the expence of fitting 

me out for my expedition. 5 | 7 


Accordingly I took a place in the waggon, and ar- 


tived in town, where I hired an apartment in a garret, 
willing to live as frugally as poſſible, until 1 ſhould 
know what I had to expect from the manager, to 
| whom I intended to offer my play. For though I 
| looked upon myſelf as perfectly ſecure of a good re- 
ception, imagining that a patentee would be as eager to 
nuceive, as I to preſent my production; 1 ha not 
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know whether or not he might be pre- engaged in 
favour of another author, which wol id certainly re- 
tazd my ſucceſs. On this conſideration too, I deter- 
mined to be tpeedy in my application, and even to wait 
upon one of the managers, the very next day. For 
this purpoſe, 1 enquired of my landlord, if he knew 
where either or both of them lived; and he being cu- 
rious to know my butinets, and at the fame- time, ap- 
pearing to be a very honeſt, friendly man (a tallow- 
chandler) I made him acquainted with my deſign; 
upon which he told me, that 1 went the wrong way 
to work; that I would not find ſuch ealy acceis to a 
manager as I imagined; and that if I delivered my 
| performance without proper recommendation, it would 
be as one to a thouſand if ever it {houid be minded. — 
© Take my advice (ſaid he) and yom vaiineis is done. 
—One of the patentees is a good catholick, as I am, 
and uſes the ſame father who confeſſes me. —1 will 
make you acquainted with this good prieſt, who is an 
excellent ſcholar, end if he ſhall approve of your play, 
his recommendation will go a great way in determin- 
ing Mr. Supple to bring it on "the ſtage. — applaud- 


ed his expedient, and was introduced to the friar, who | 1 


baving peruſed the tragedy, was pleaſed to ſignify his 
_ approhation, and commended me in particular, for 
having avoided all reflections upon religion, —He pro- 
miſled to uſe all his influence with his fon Supple, in 
my behalf, and to inform himſelf that very day, when 
it would be proper for me to wait upon him with che 
piece, —He was punctual in performing his engaye- 
ment, and next morning gave me to underftand, that 
he had mentioned my affair to the manager, and that 
J had no more to do, than to go 30 his houle any 
time in the forenoon, and make ule of his name, up: 
on which } would find immediate admitance. —l 
took his advice, put my performance jn my boſum, 
and having received directions, went immediately tc 

the houſe ot Mr. Supple, and knocked at the 1 
that had a wicket in the middle, faced with a net- 
wok of 1 Iron, through which a ſervant having viewed 
| 15 me 


| lin 
Jou 
he 
leuv 
: mist 
A1 fer 
| the 

| hay: 


1 


| was 
þ 800 


Y 


Jour, 
net- 
exwed 
me 


ROD E RICK RANDOM. 217 
me ſome time, demanded to know my buſineſs.—I 
told him my buſineſs was with Mr. Supple, and that 
came from Mr. O Varniſh.— He examined my ap- 
pearance once more, then went away, returned in a 
few minutes, and ſaid his maſter was buſy and could 
not be ſeen. — Although I was a little mortified at my 
diſappointment, I was perſuaded that my reception 
was owing to Mr. Supple's ignorance of my errand ; 
and that I might meet with no more obſtructions of 
the ſame kind, I defired Mr. O Varniſh to be my in- 
troductor the next tim — He complied with my re- 
queſt, and obtained immediate admittance to the ma- 
nager, who received me with the utmoſt civility, and. 
promiſed to read my play with the firſt convenience.— 
By his own appointment I called again in a fortnight, _ 
but he was gone out; I returned in a week after, and 
the poor gentleman was extremely ill; I renewed my 


villt in a fortnight after that, and he aſſured me, he 


had been ſo much fatigued with buſineſs, that he nad 


not been able as yet to read it to an end; but he 
| would take the firſt opportunity; and in the mean 
| time, obterved, that what he had yet ſeen of it was 
| very entertaining, | comforted myſelf with this de- 
dclaration a few weeks longer, at the end of which 


I appeared again before his wicket, was let in, and” 


found him laid up with the gout. I no ſooner enter- 


ed his chamber, thin looking at me with a Janguiſh- 


ing eye, he pronounced, „Mr. Melopoyn, I'm hear- 
- tly forry for an accident that has happened during my 
| inet —you mult know, that my eldeſt boy, finding 
your manuſcript upon the table, in the dining room, 
where I uſed to reach it, carried it into the kitchen, and 

| leaving it there, a negligent wench of a cook-maid, 
| millaking it for waſte: paper, has expended it all but 
a few Jenves in ſinging towls upon the ſpit—But I hope 

| the misfortune is not irreparable, ſince, no doubt, you 

have ſeveral copies.“ 35% ow 


| proteſt to you, my good friend, Mr. Random, 1 


was extremely ſhocked at this information! but the 
| g00d-natured gentleman feemed to be fo much affected 


with. 
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with my misfortune, that I ſuppreſſed my concern, 
and told him, that although 1 had not another copy, 
I ſhould he able to retrieve the lots by writing another 
from my memory, which was very tenacious, You 
cannot imagine how well pleaſed Mr. Supple was at 
this aſſurance ; he begged I would ſet about it imme- 
diately, and carefully revolve and recollect every cir. 
cumſtance, before I pretended to. commit it to paper, 
that it might be the ſame individual play that he had 
e Age, by this injunction, which plain. 
y demonſtrated how much he intereſted himſelf in 
the affair, I taſked my remembrance and induſtry, and 
in three weeks produced the exact image of the for- 
mer, which was conveyed to him by my good friend 
father O Varniſh, who let me know, next day, that 
Mr. Supple would reviſe it fuperticially in order to 
judge of its ſameneſs with the other, and then give 
his final anſwer. —For this examination I allotted a 
week; and in full confidence of iecing it acted in n 
little while, demanded an audience of the manager, 
when that term was expired.—But alas! the ſeaſon 
had ſlipt away inſenfibly ; he convinced me that if my 
play had been put into rehearſal at that time, it could 
not have been ready for performing, until the end 
of March, when the benefit nights come on; conle- 
quently it would have interfered with the intereſt of 
the players, whom it was not my buſineſs to diſoblige. 
I was fain to acquicſce in theſe reaſons, which to be 


ſure were extremely juſt ! and to reſerve my perfor- 


mance to the next ſeaſon, when he hoped I would not 
be fo unlucky.—Aitiough it was a grievous diſap- 
pointment to me, who by this time, began to want 
both money and neceſſaries; having on the ſtrength 
of my expectation from the theatre, launched out in- 
to ſome extravagancits; by which the ſum I brought 
to town was already almoſt conſumed. — Indeed ! 
ought to be aſhamed at this circumſtance of my con- 
duct: For my finances were ſufficient, with good 
cconomy, to have maintained me comfortably a Whole 
year. Y ou will perhaps be amazed when I tell you 
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that in ſix months, I expended not a faithing jeſs than 
ten guineas: But when one conſiders the temptations | 
to which a young man is expoſed in this great city, 
efpecially if he is addicted to pleaſure as I am, the 
wonder will vaniſh, or at leaſt abate.—Nor was the 
cauſe of my concern limited to my own fituation en— 
tirely: I had wrote an account of my goo reception 
to my kiniman the farmer, and deſred him to depend 
upon me for the money he had kindly accommodated 
me with, about the end of February: which prowiſe 
I now found myſelf unable to perform. — However, 
there. was no remedy but patience: I applied to my 
landlord, who was a very good-natured man, can- 
didly owned my diſtreſs, and begged his advice in 
laying down ſome plan for my ſubſiſtence. —He readily | 
promiſed to conſult his confeſſor on this ſubje&, and 
in the mean time, told me, I was welcome to lodge 
and board with him, until fortune in 
my power to make reſtitution. 
Mr. O Varniſh being informe 
ſered to introduce me to the author of a weekly paper, 
who, he did not doubt, would employ me in that way, 
provided he ſhould find me duly qualified; but upon 
enquiry, I underſtood that this journal was calculated 
to foment diviſions in the common-wealth, and there. 
fore I deſired to be excuſed from engaging in it. 
He then propoſed that I ſhould write ſomething in the 
| poetical way, which I might diſpoſe of to a book- 
| ſeller for a pretty ſum of ready money, and perhaps 
eſtabliſn my own character into the bargain 5 this 
event would infallibly procure friends; and my tra- 
gedy would appear next ſeaſon to the beſt advantage, 
by being ſupported both by intereſt and reputation, — 
I u was charmed with this proſpect, and having heard 
what friends Mr, Pope acquired by his paſtorals, ſes 
about a work of that kind, and in leſs than tix weeks, 
compoſed as many eclogues, which I forthwith offered 


d of my neceſſity, of- 


ſhould put it in 


to an eminent bookielier, who deſired I would leave 


he end of that ti 
0 2 


| them for his peruſal, and he would give me an an- 
(wer in two days, —At t 
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to him, when he returned the poems, telling me, they 


would not anſwer his purpoſe, and ſweetened his re- 
fuſal, by ſaying there were ſome good clever lines in 


them. —Not a little dejected at this rebuff, which I 


learned from Mr. O Varniſh, was owing to the opi- 
nion of another author, whom this bookſeller always 
conſulted on theſe occaſions, I applied to another per- 
ſon of the ſame profeſſion, who told me, that the 
town was cloyed with paltorals, and adviſed me if J 
Intended to profit by my talents, to write ſomething 
ſatirical or luſcious, ſuch as the Button Hole, Shocky 
and Towger, the Leaky Veſſel, &c.—And yet this 
was a man in years, who wore a reverend periwig, 
looked like a ſenator, and went regularly to church,— 


He that as it will, I ſcorned to proſtitute my pen in the 


manner he propoſed, and carried my papers to a third, 
who aſſured me, that poetry was entirely out of his 
way; and aſked, if I had got never a piece of ſecret 
hiſtory, thrown into a ſeries of letters, or a volume 
of adventures, ſuch as thoſe of Robinſon Cruſoe, and 
Colonel Jack, or a collection of conundrums, where- 
with to entertain the plantations. —Being quite unfur- 
niſhed for this dealer, I had recourſe to another with 
as little ſucceſs, and I verily believe was rejected by 
the whole trade. VVV 
I was afterwards perſuaded to offer myſelf as 3 
_ tranſlator, and accordingly repaired to a perſon who 
was ſaid to entertain numbers of that claſs, in his 
pay; he aſſured me, he had already a great deal 
of that work on his hands, which he did not 
| know what to do with; obſerved that tranſlation 
was a meer drug, that branch of literature being oyer- 
_ ſtocked by an inundation of authors from North- 
Britain; and aſked what I would expect per ſheet, 
for rendering the Latin clafſicks into Engliſh. —That 


I might not make myſelf too cheap, I determined to 


Jet a high price upon my qualification, and demanded 
half a guinea for every tranſlated ſheet,—* Halt a 
5 reg ' (cried he, ſtaring at me) then pauſed a 

little, and ſaid, he had no occaſion for my ſervice at 
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ſtared at me again, and told me his hands were full. 


them with gin, bread and cheeſe ; he carried me into 


ſignified my dere of being enrolled among his wri- 


ditional ; and his authors paid in proportion to the 


tomers,—I promiſed to rectify that miſtake, and in 
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preſent. —I found my error, and refolving to make 
amends, fell one halt in my demand; upon which he 


I attempted others, without finding employment, 
and was actually reduced to a very uncomfortable 
proſpect, when I bethought mylelf of offering my 
talents to the printers of halfpenny ballads, and other 
ſuch occaſional eſſays as are hawked about the itreets. 
—With this view J applied to one of the moſt noted 
and vociterous of this tribe, who directed me to a 
perſon whom I found entertaining a whole crowd of 


a little back parlour, very neatly furniſhed, where I 


ters; and was aſked, what kind of compoſition 1 
profefied ?—Underſtanding that my inclination !zan- 
ed towards poetry, he expreſſed his ſatisfaction, tell- 
ing me, one of his poets had loft his ſenſes, and was 
confined in Bedlam, and the other was become dozed 
with drinking drams; fo that he had not done any _ 
thing tolerable theſe many weeks. -W hen I propoſed, 
that he ſhould enter into terms of agreement, he gave 
me to underſtand, that his bargains were always con- 


fale of their works. | 9 5 
Having therefore ſettled theſe conditions, which (I 
do aſſure you) were not very advantageous to me, 
he aſſigned me a ſubject for a ballad, which was to 
be finiſhed in two hours; and I retired to my garret in 
order to perform his injunction —As the theme hap- 
pened to ſuit my fancy, I compleated a pretty fort of 
an ode within the time preſcribed, and brought it to 
him, big with hope of profit and pleaſure, He read 
it in a twinkling, and to my utter aſtoniſhment, told 
me it would not do; though indeed, he owned J 
wrote a good hand, and ſpelled very well, but my 
language was too high flown, and of conſequence 
not at all adapted to the capacity and taſte of his cuſ- 


half an hour humbled my fiile to the comprehenſion 
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of vulgar readers; he approved of the alteration, 
and gave me ſome hopes ef ſucceeding in time, the? 
he ohierved that my performance was very deficient in 
that quainineſs of expreihon that pleates the multi- 
tude: However to encourage me, he ventured dd 
expence of printing and paper, and if I remember a- 
right, my ſhare or the tale anzountcd to four-peace 
halfpenny. „„ | 15 
From that day, I ſtudied the Grub- ſtreet manner 
with great diligence, and at length became ſuch a 
proficient, that my works were in great requeſt among 
the moſt polite of the chairmen, draymen, hackney- 
coackmen, footmen and ſerving maids : Nay, I vave 
enjoyed the pleaſure of ſeeing my productions 2dorn- 
ed with cuts, paſted upon the wall as ornaments in 


beer-cellars and cobler's ſtalls; and have actually 


heard them ſung in clubs of ſubſtantial tradeſmen.— 
But empty praiſe (you know, my dear friend) will 
not ſupply the cravings of name. —1 found myſelf 
in danger of ſtarving in the midſt of all my fame; 
for of ten ſongs I compoſed, it was well if two had 
the good fortune to pleaſe. —For this purpoſe I turned 
my thoughts to proſe, and during a alk of gloomy 
weather, publiſhed an apparition, on the ſubſtance of 
which I ſubſiſted very comfortably a whole month: 
J have made many a good meal upon a monſter ; à 
rape has often afforded me great ſatisfaction; but a 
murder, well-timed, was my never failing refource. 
What then? I was a moſt miſerable ſlave to my em- 
_ pioyers, who expected to be furniſhed at a minutc's 
warning with proſe and verſe, juſt as they thought 
the circumſtances of the times required, whether the 
 gnclination was abſent or preſent. Upon my ſincerity, 
Mr. Random, I have been ſo much peſtered and be- 
ſieged by theſe children of clamour, that my life be- 
came a burthen to me. 5 
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| The continuation and conclufim of Mr. Melopoyn's * 


| writings, and is, beſide a man of ſuch influence, that 


ing upon my affair as already done, went home and 


| credit. 
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CHAP. LXI.L 


flory. 


T Made ſhift, notwithſtanding, to maintain myſelf 

till the beginning of next winter, when I renewed 
my addreſſes to my fliend Mr. Supple, and was moſt 
graciouſly received.—* I have been thinking of your 
affair, Mr. Melopoyn, (ſaid he) and am determined 
to ſhew how far I have your intereſt at heart, by in- 
troducing you to a young nobleman of my acquaint- 
ance, who is remarkable for his fine taſte in dramatic 


if once he ſhould approve your play, his patronage 
will ſupport it againſt all the efforts of envy and ig- 
norance: For I do aſſure you, that merit alone will 
not bring ſucceſs. —lI have already ſpoken of your per- 
formance to Lord Rattle, and if you will call at my 
houſe in a day or two, you ſhall have a letter of in- 

troduction to his lordihip.'—I was ſenſibly touched 
with this mark of Mr. Supple's friendſhip, and look - 


imparted my good fortune to my landlord, who, to 
render my appearance more acceptable to my patron, 
procured a tyit of new cloaths for me on his own 


Not to trouble you with idle particulars, I carried 
my tragedy to his lordſhip's lodgings, and ſent it up 
along with Mr. Supple's letter, by one of his fer- 
vauts, who deſired me, by his lordſhip's order, to re- 
turn in a week. — I did fo, and was admitted to his 
lordſhip, who received me very courteouſly, told me 
he had peruſed my play, which he thought on the 
whole, was the beſt coup d' eſſay he had ever ſeen 
but that he had marked ſome places in the margin, 
which he imagined might be altered for the better.— _ 
I was tranſported with this reception, and promiſed 
(with many acknowledgments of his lordſhip's gene- 
+ _ rolity) 


\ 
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roſity) to be governed ſolely by his advice and direc- 
tion.— Well then (ſaid he) write another fair copy 
with the alterations I have propoſed, and bring it 19 
me as loon as poſlible, for I am relolved to have it 
brought on the ſtage this winter. — Vu may be ſure 
I ſet about this tatk with alacrity, and although J 
found his lordſhip's remarks much more numerous, 
and of leſs importance than I expected, I thought it 
was not my intereſt to diſpute upon trifles with my 
patron 3 therefore new-modelled it according to his 
deſire, in leſs than a month. | | 

When I waited vpon him with the manuſcript, I 
found one of the actors at breaktait with his lordihip, 
who immediately introduced him to my acquaintance, 
and deſired him to read a ſcene of my play.— This he 
performed very much to my ſatisfaction, with regard 
to emphaſis and pronunciation; but he ſignified his 
diſguſt at ſeveral words in every page, which J pre— 
. fuming to defend, Lord Rattle told me, with a per- 
emptory look, I muſt not pretend to diſpute with 


him, who had been a player theſe twenty years, and 


_ underſtood the ceconomy of the ſtage better than any 
man living. I was forced to ſubmit, and his Jordithip 
propoſed the ſame actor ſhould read the whole play, 
in the evening before ſome gentiemen of his acquain- 


tance, whom he would convene at his lodeings tor 


CoC ---- 
IT was preſent at the reading; and I proteit to 


> 


vou, my dear friend, I never underwent ſuch a ievere. 


trial in the whole courſe of my life, as at that junc- 
ture! for although the player might be a very honeſt 
man and a good performer, he was exceſſively illite- 
rate and aſſu ning, and made a thouſund frivolous oh- 
jections, which [was not permitted to anſwer ; How- 
ever, the piece was very much applauded on the 
whole; the gentlemen preſent, who I underſtood were 
men of fortune, promiſed to countenance aud ſupport 
it as much as they could; and Lord Rattle aſſuring 
me, that he would act the part of a careful nurſe to 


ately 


it, deſired me to carry it home and alter it immedi- 
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city of buſineſs in which he was involved; and bid 


alterations as he had propofed by obſervations in the 
margin, I night depend upon his compliance. 


Mr. Brayer was a man of honour, and impnted his 
behaviour with refpect to me, to nothing elſe but 
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ately according to their remarks :—1I was fain to ac- 
quieſce in his determination, and fulfilled his injunc- 
tions with all the expedition in my power; but be- 
fore I could preſent the new copy, my good friend 
Mr. Supple bad diſpoſed of his property and patent 
to one Mr. Brayer ; ſo that freſh intereſt was to be 
made with the new manager. —This talk Lord Rattle 
undertook, having ſome acquaintance with him, and 
Fecommended my perfor mance ſo eee, that it was 
received. 

I looked upon myſelf now, as upon thi eve of reap- 
ing the fruits of all my labour: I waited a few days 
in expectation of its being put into rehcarial, and 
wondering at the delay, applied to my worthy patron, 
who excuſed Mr. Brayer on account of the multipli- 
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me beware of teazing the  patentee.—[ treaſured up 
this caution, and exerted my patience three weeks 
longer; at the end of which his lordſhip gave me 
to underſtand that Mr. Brayer had read my play, and 
pwned it had indubitable merit; but as he had long 
been pre-engaged to another author, he could not 

ſibly repreſent it that ſeaſon 3 though if I would re- 
Ox it for the next, and in the interim make ſuch 


| Thunderfiruck at this diſappointment, I could not 
for ſome minutes, utter one ſyllable : At length, : 
however, 1 complained bitterly of the manager's in- 
üncerity in amuſing me fo long, when he knew from 
the beginning, that he could not gratify my defire.— 
But his lordihip reprimanded me tor my freedom, ſad 


forget fulneſs.— And indeed JI have had ſome reafon 
ſince that time, to be convinced of his bad memory; 
for, in ſpite of appearances, I will not allow myſelf 
to interpret his conduct any other way.—Lord Rattle 
e me very much affected with my diſappoint- | 
22 ment, 
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ment, offered his intereſt to bring on my play at che 
other houſe, which I eagerly accepting, he forthwith 
wrote a letter of recommendation to Mr. Bellower, 
actor and prime miniſter to Mr. Vandal, proprietor 
of that theatre; and deſired me to deliver it with m 
tragedy, without loſs of time.—Accordingly, I hat- 
tened to his houſe, where after having waited a whole 
hour in a lobby, I was admitted to his preſence, and 
my performance received with great ftate.—He told 
me he was extremely buſy at preſent, but he would 
peruſe it as ſoon as poſſible; and bid me call again 
in a week. I took my leave, not a little aſtoniſhed 
at the port and ſupercilious behaviour of this ſtage— 
player, who had not treated me with good manners; 
and began to think the dignity of a poet greatly im- 
paired ftince the days of Euripides and Sophocles ; but 
all this was nothing in compariſon of what I have ſince 
obſerved. : we | | 
Well, Mr. Random, IT went back at the ar, vinted 
time, and was told that Mr, Bellower was engaged, 
and could not fee me, — I repeated my viſit a few 
days after, and having waited a conſiderable time, 
Was favoured with an audience, during which he ſaid, 
he had not as yet read my play.—Nettled at this uſage, 


I could contain myletf no longer, by telling him, I 


imagined he would have paid more deference to Lord 
Rattle's recommendation, demanded my manuſcript 
with ſome expreſſions of reſentment.—“ Ay, (ſaid he 
in a theatrical tone) with all my heart.*—Then pull- 


ing out a drawer of the bureau at which he ſat, he 


took out a bundle, and threw it upon a table that was 
near him, pronouncing the word, „There,“ with 
great diſdain.— I took it up, and perceiving with ſome 

Jurprize, that it was a comedy, told him, it did not 
belong to me; upon which he offered me another, 
which I alſo diſclaimed.—A third was produced, and 
rejected for the ſame reaſon. At length he pulled out 
à whole handful and ſpread them before me, ſaying, 
There are ſeven—take which you pleaſe—or take 
them all. —I ſingled out my own. and went w 

1 1 8 | oe, ſitruch 


therefore I reſolved to undergo it. 


' maſter was gone abroad; though I perceived him, 
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ſtruck dumb with admiration at what I had ſeen- not 
ſo much on account of his inſolence, as of the num- 
ber of new plays, which from this circumſtance, I 
concluded were yearly offered to the ſtage. —You may 
be ſure I did not fail to carry my complaint to my 
patron, who did not receive it with all the indignation. 
expected; but taxed me with precipitation, and told 
me, | muſt lay my account with bearing the humours 


of the players, if I intended to write for the ſtage.— 


© There is now no other remedy (ſaid he) but to 
keep it till the next ſeaſon for Mr. Brayer, and alter 
it at your leiſure in the ſummer, according to his 
directions.“ J was now reduced to a terrible alterna- 


tive, either to quit all hopes of my tragedy, from 


which I had all along promiſed myſelf a large ſhare 
of fortune and reputation, or to encounter eight Jong 
months of adverſity, in preparing for, and expecting 


its appearance.—This lait penance, painful as it was, 


ſeemed moſt eligible to my reflection at that time, and 


Why ſhould I tire you with particulars of no con- 


ſequence ? I wreſtled with extreme poverty, until the 
time of my probation was expired; and went to my 


Lord Rattle, in order to remind him of my affair, 


when I underitood, to my go concern, that his lord- 
* ſhip was on the point o 


going abroad, and, which 
was ſtill more unfortunate for me, Mr. Brayer had 
gone into the country; ſo that my generous patron 
had it not in his power to introduce me perſonally, 


as he intended: However, he wrote a very ſtrong 


letter to the manager in my favour, and put him in 
mind of the promiſe he had made in behalf of my 

lay. e V ] 
r As ſoon as I was certified of Brayer's return, I 
went to his houſe with this letter, but was told he was 
gone out. —I called again next day early in the morn- 
ing, received the ſame anſwer, and was deſired to 
leave my name and buſineſs. I did ſo, and returned 
the day after, when t!.e iervant ſtill affirmed, that his 
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as I retired, obſerving me through a window.—In- 
cenſed at this diſcovery, I went to a coffee-houſe haid 
by, and incloſing his lordſhip's letter in one from 
myſelf, demanding a categorical anſwer, I ſent it to 
his houſe, by a porter, who returned, in a few mi- 
nutes, and told me Mr. Brayer would be glad to ſee 
me at that inſtant.— I obeyed the ſummons, and was 
received with ſuch profuſion of compliments and apo- 
Jogies, that my refentment immediately ſubſided, and 
JT was even in pam for the concern which this honeſt 
man fhewed at the miſtake of his ſervant, who, it 
Seems had been ordered to deny him to every body 
but me.—He expreſſed the utmoſt veneration for his 


good and noble friend Lord Rattle, whom he ſhould. 


always be proud to ſerve ; promiſed to peruſe the play 
with all diſpatch, and give me a meeting upon it; 
and, as a teſtimony of his eſteem, made me a preſent 
of a general order for the ſeaſon, by which 1 ſhould 
be admitted to any part of the theatre.—'This was a 
very agreeable compliment to me, whole greateſt 
pleature conſiſted in ſeeing dramatic performances, and 
you need not doubt that I often availed ms ſelf of my 
privilege. As I had an opportunity of being behind 
the ſcencs when I pleaſed, I frequently converſed with 


Mr. Brayer about my play, and a{k<d when he in- 


tended to put it into rehearſal, but he had always fo 
much buſineſs upon his hands, that it remained with 
him unopened a conſiderable While; and i became 
very unealy about the ſeaſon, that waſted apace, when 
I faw in the papers, another new play advertiſed, 


which had been written, offered, accepted aud re- 


hearſed in the compaſs of three months, without my 
knowledge or ſuſpicion.— Vou may eaſily gueſs how 
much I was confounded at this event! I own to you; 
that in the firſt tranſports of my anger, I ſuſpected 
Mr. Brayer of having acted towazds me in the moſt 
pitiful, perfidious manner; and was actually glad 
at his diſappointment in the ſucceis of his favourite 
piece, which by the ſtrength of art lingered till the 
third night, and then died in a deplorable manner. 


But, 
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But, now that paſſion has no ſhare in my refleQions 


Tam willing to alcribe his behaviour to his want of 


memory, or want of judgment, which, you knows 
are natural defects, that are more way of e 
ſion than reproach. 

About this time J happened to be in company 
with a gentlewoman, who having heard of my tra- 


gedy, told me, ilie was acquainted with the wite of a 


gentleman, who was very well known to a lady, who 
had great intereſt with a perſon, who was intimate 
with Earl Sheerwit, and that if I pleaſed, ſhe would 
uſe her influence in my behalf, —— As this nobleman, 
had the character of a Macenas in the nation, and 
could Ramp a value upon any work by his ſole coun- 

nance and approbation, I accepted her offer with ea- 
gernels, in full confidence of ſeeing my reputation et- 
tabliſhed, and my wiſhes fulfilled in a very ſhort time, 
provided that I ſhould have the good fortune to pleaſe 


his lordſhip's taſte. I withdrew the manuſcript from 
the hands of Mr. Brayer, and committed it ro the 


care of this gentlewoman, who laboured fo effectually 


in my intereſt, that in leis than a month it was con- 


veyed to the Earl. and in a few weeks after, I had the 
ſatisfaction to hear that he had read and approved it 
very much. Tranſported with this piece of intelli- 
gence, I flattered myſelf with the hopes of his inte- 
reſting himſelf 1 in its favour; ; but hearing no more of 
the matter in three whole months, I began (God for- 


giye me) to ſuſpect the veracity of the perſon who 


brought me the good tidings, for I thought it impoſli- 
ble, that a man of his rank and character, who knew 
the difficulty of writing a good tragedy, and under- 
ttood the dignity. of the work, ſhould read and ap- 
plaud an eſſay of this kind, w ithout feeling an incli— 
nation to befriend the author, whom his countenance 
alone could raiſe above dependance. _ 

You muſt know, that the civilities I had received 
from Lord Rattle, and the defire he maniteſted to pro- 
mote the ſucceſs of my play, encouraged me to write 
an account of my bad fortune to his lordſhip, who 

cCondeſcended 
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condeſcended fo far, as to deſire, by letter, a young 
Squire of a great eſtate, with whom he was intimate, 
to eſpouſe my cauſe, and in particular, make me ac- 
quainted with one Mr, Marmozet, a celebrated player, 
who had lately appeared on the ſtage with aſtoniſhing 
eclat, and bore ſuch ſway in the houſe where he acted, 
that the managers durſt not refuſe any thing he re- 
commended. The young gentleman, whom Lord 
Rattle bad employed for this purpoſe, being diffident 
of his own interett with Mr. Marmozet, had recourſe 
to a nobleman of his acquaintance, who at his ſolicita- 
tion, was to good as to introduce me to him; and the 
_ converſation turning upon my performance, I was not 
a little ſurprized as well as pleaſed to hear, that Earl 
Sheerwit had ſpoke very much in its praiſe, and even 


ſent Mr. Marmozet the copy with a meitage, expreſ- 


ſing a deſire that he would act it next ſeafon. —— Nor 
was this favourite actor backward in commending the 
piece, which he mentioned with ſome expreſſions of 
regard, that I do not chuſe to repeat; aſſuring me 
that he would appear in it, provided he ſhould be en- 


gaged to play at all during the enſuing ſeaſon. In 


the mean time he defired I would give him leave to 
peruſe it in the country, whither he intended to re- 


move next day, that he might have leiſure to conſider 


and point out ſuch alterations as might, perhaps, be 


neceſſary for the jeu de theatre 3 and took my directi- 
on, that he might communicate, by letter, the obſer- 
vations he ſhould make. Truſting to theſe aſſurances, 
and the intereſt which had been made in my behalf, I 
hugged myſelf in the expectation of ſeeing it, not only 
acted, but acted to the greateſt advantage, which I 
thought could not fail of recompenſing me in an am- 
ple manner, for the anxiety and affliction I had under- 
gone: But fix weeks being elapſed, I did not know 
how to reconcile Mr. Marmozet's filence, with his 
promiſe, of writing to me in ten days after he ſet out 
for the country ; however, I was at laſt favoured with 


a letter, importing, that he had made ſome remarks on 


my tragedy, which he would freely impart at meeting, 
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and adviſing me to put it, without loſs of time, into 
the hands of that manager, who had the beſt company; 
for he himſelf was quite uncertain, whether or not he 
ſhould be engaged that winter. — 1 was a good deal 


alarmed at this laſt part of his letter, and adviſed a- 
bout it with a friend, who told me, it was a plain 
indication of Mr. Marmozet's deſire to be rid ot his 
promiſe; that his pretended uncertainty about acting 
next winter, was no other than a icandalous evation 3 _ 
for, to his certain knowledge, he was already engag- 
ed, or at leaſt, in terms, with Mr. Vandal; and 
that his deſign was to difappoint me, in favour of a 
new ecmedy, which he had purch:%d of the author, 
and intended to bring upon the ſtage, for his own ad- 
vantage. In ſhort, my dear Sir, this perſon, who 
I muſt own, is of a very fanguine complexion, hand- 
led the moral character of Nir. Marmozet with ſuch 
ſeverity, that I began to ſuſpect him of ſome particular 
prejudice,” and put myfelf upon my guard againſt his 
mliinuations, T ought to crave pardon for this tedi- 
ous narration of trivial cixcumſtances, which, howe- 
ver mterelling they may be to me, muſt certainly be 


very dry and inſipid to the ear of one unconcerned in 


the affair. But I underſtand the meaning of your 
looks, and will proczed.-—— Well, Sir, Mr. Marmo- 
zet, upon his return to town, treated me with uncom- 
mon complaiance, and invited me to his lodgings, 
where he propulcd ro communicate bis remarks, which 
I conteſs were more unfavourable than I expected; 
but I anſwered his vbjeRions, and, as I thought, 
brought him over to my opinion; for, on the whole, 
he fignified the higheſt approbation of the perform- 
ance. In the courſe of our ditpute, I was not a lit- 
tle ſarprized to find this poor gentleman's memory ſo 
treacherous às to let him forget what he had ſaid to 
me, before be went out of town, in regard to Earl 
Bheerwit's opinion of my play, which he now profeficd 
himſelf ignorant of; and I was extremely mortified at 
bearing from lis own mouth, that his interek with Mr. 

| | | Vandal 
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Vandal was fo very low, as to be inſufficient of itſelf. 


to bring a new piece upon the ſtage. I then beggel | 


his advice, and he counſelled me to apply to Eul 
Sheerwit for a meſſage in my favour to the manager, 
who would not preſume to refuſe any thing recom- 
mended by ſo great a man; and he was ſo kind as 
to promile to ſecond this meſſage with all his power, 
-I had immediate recourſe to the wor thy gentlewoman 
my friend already mentioned, who opened the chan- 
nels of her conveyance with ſuch expedition, that in a 
few days, I bad a promile of the metlage, provided I 
could afſure myſelf of Mr. Vandal's being unengaved 
to any other; toe his lordſhip did not chuſe to conde- 
ſcend fo far, until he ſhould underſtand that there was 
a probability (at lealt) of ſucceeding; at the fame 
time in which I was bleſſed with this piece of news, 
I was ſtartled at another, by the ſame canal of com- 
wovnication 3 which was, that Mr. Marmozet, before 
Ir ad vited we to this application, had informed the 
Exrl, that he had read my play, and found it altoge- 

ther unfit for the ſtage, — Though 1 could not doubt 
the certainty of this intelligence, I believed there was 
{vine mi! apprebenſion 1 in the caſe; and, without taking 
any notice of it, told Mr. Marmozet the antwer I had 
been tavoured with; upon which he teſtifed much 
joy, and promiſed to alk Mr. Vandal the queſtion pro- 
poled.—L waited upon him n a day or two, when he 
gave me to wideritand, that Nic. Vandal having pro- 
felled himſelf free of all engagements, he had put my 
play into lus hands, and reprelented f it as a piece ſtrong- 
ly recommended by Earl Sheerwät, who (he affured 
him) would honour him wich a meſlage | in its favour; 
and he deſired me to call for an aniwer at My. Van- 
dal's houſe, in three days.—1 followed Ks directions, 

and found the manager, who, being made acquainted 
with my bulinels, owned, that Mr. Marmozet had 
given him a manuſcript play, but denied that he had 


mentioned Earl Sheerwit's name.—When I informed 


him of the circumſtances of the affair, he ſaid he hal 


Bo engagement wien any author: That he would read 
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my tragedy forthwith ; and did not believe he ſhould 
venture to reject it in contradiction to his Lordſhip's 
opinion, for which he had the utinoſ vene: ation, but 
put it into _rehearial without Joſs of time. —1 was o 


much intoxicated with this encourageinent, that Ho- 


verlooked the myſterious conduct of Mr. Aarmozet, 
and attended the manager at ihe time appointed, when 
to my infinite confuſion ! hie pronounced m play im- 
proper for the ſtage, and rejected it accordingly. —— 
As toon as I could recollect mylelf from the ditorder 
into which this unexpected refufal had thrown me, I 
expreſſed a deſue of hearing his objections, which 


were fo groundleſs, indiſtinck and unintelligible, 


that I perſuaded mylelf that he had not at all peruſed 
the picce, but hud been prompted by fume body whole 
leſſons he had not rightly retained, However, I have 


been ſince inforined, that the poor man's head, which 


was not naturally very clear, had ibeen diſordered with 
ſuperitition, and that he laboured under the tyranny of 
a wife, and the terrors of hell-fire at the ſame time. 
Precipitated in this manner, from the highett pinnacle 
of hope, to the abyls of deſpondence, 1 was ready to 


fink under the burthen of my affliction ; and in the 


bitterneſs of my anguiſh, could not help entertaining 
ſome doubts of Mr. Marmozet's integrity, when J re- 
collected and compared the circumſtances of his con— 
duct towards me. I was encouraged in this ſuſpicion, 
by being told, that my Lord Sheerwit had {poke of his 
character with great contempt ; and in particular, re- 
lented his inſolence in oppoling his own taſte to that 
of his lordthip, concerning my tragedy.— While 1 
haſilated between different opinions of the matter, that 
friend, who (as I told you before) was a little hot- 


| headed, favoured me with a vint, and having heard a 


circumſtantial account of the whole affair, could not 
contain his indignation, but affirmed without ceremo- 
ny, that Marmozet was the fole occaſion of my difap- 
pointment ; that he had acted from firit to laſt with 
the moſt perfidious diſſimulation, cajoling with inft- 
| e | 5 nuatmg 
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nuating civilities, while he under-hand employed all 
his art and influence to prejudice the ignoravt ma— 
nager againſt my performance ;, that nothing could 
equal his hypocrity,. but his avarice, which engroſſed 
the faculties of his foul ſo much, that he ſcrupicd not 
to be guilty of the meaneſt practices to gratify that 
ſordid appetite ; that in conſequence of this diſpoſition, 
he had proſtituted bis honour in betraying my inexpe- 
rience, and in undermining the intereſt of another au- 
thor of eſtabliſhed reputation, who had alſo offered a 
tragedy to the ſtage, which he thought would inter- 
fere with the ſucceſs of the comedy he had bought, and 
determined to bring on at all events. Ta | 
1 was ſhocked at the deſcription of ſuch a monſter, 
which I could not believe exiſted in the world, bad as 
it is, and argued againſt the afſeverations of my friend, 
by demonſtrating the bad policy of ſuch behaviour, 


which could not fail of entailing infamy upon the au- 


thor; and the ſmall temptation that a man of Mr, 
Marmozet's figure and ſucceſs, could have to conſult 
his intereſt in ſuch a groveling manner, which muſt 
create contempt and ahorrence of him in his patrons, 
and effectually deprive him of the countenance and 
protection he now enjoys in ſuch an eminent degree, 
le pretended to laugh at my ſimplicity, and atked 
if I knew for which of his virtues he was fo much ca- 
reſted by the people of faſhion, ——* It is not (ſaid 
he) for the qualities of his heart, that this little para- 


lite is invited to the tables of Dukes and Lords, who 


hire extraordinary. cooks for his entertainment; ths 
avarice they ſer not, his ingratitude they fecl not, his 
hypocriſy accommodates itlelf to their humouts, and 1s 
of conſequence pleaſing ; but he is chietly courted for 
his buffoonery, and will be admitted into the choiceſt 


parties of the quality for his talent of mimicking Punch 


and his wife Joan, when a poei of the molt exquisite 
genius, is not able to attract the leaſt regard. — God 
torbid, Mr. Random, that I ſhould credit aſſertions 
that degrade the dignity of our ſuperiors ſo much, and 

| pe | repreſent 
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repreſent that poor man as the moſt abject of all be- 
ings! No! I looked upon them as the hyperboles of 

aſſion; and though that comedy of which he ſpoke, 
did actually appear, I dare not doubt the innocence of 
Mr. Marmozet, who, 1 am told, is as much as e- 
ver in favour with the Earl; a carcumftance, that, 
ſurely, could not happen, unleſs he had vindicatel his 
character to the ſatis faction of his lordſhip. —-rray 
forgive this long Gigteſuon, and give me the hearing 
a little longer; tor, thank Heaven! I am now near 
the goal, | | | 55 ; 
Baffled in all my attempts, I deſpaired of ſeeing my 
play acted, and bethovght myſelf of chuſing ſome em- 
ploymeut, that might attord a ture, though mean tub- 
ſiſtence; but my Jandiord, to whom I was by this 
time conſiderably indebted, and who had laid his ac 
count with having his money paid all in a heap, from 
the profits of my third night, could not brook his diſ- 
appointment, therefore made another effort in my be- 
half, and by dint of intereſt procured a meſſage from 
a lady of faſhion, to M. Brayer, who had always pro- 
felled a great veneration for her, deſiring that he 
would ſet up my play forthwith, and aſſuring him that 
ſhe and all her friends would ſupport it in the per- 
formance ; To flrengthen my intereſt, ſhe engaged his 
beſt actors in my cauſe; and in ſhort exerted herſelf 
ſo much, that it was again received, and my hopes 
began to revive.— But Mr. Brayer, honeſt man, was 
ſo much engroſſed by buſineſs of vaſt conſequence, 
thongh to appearance he had nothing at all to do, 
that he could not find time to read it until the 
ſeaſon was pretty far advanced; and read it he 
muſt, for notwithſtanding his having peruſed it be- 
fore, his memory did not retain one circumſtance of 
the matter. | „„ bt | . 
At length he favoured it witu his attention, and 
having propoſed certain alterations, ſent his duty to 
the lady who patronized it, and promiſed on his ho- 
nour to bring it on next winter, provided theſe alte- 
tations ſhould be made, and the copy delivered to 
e „„ e . him 
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him before the end of April. — With, an aching heart, 
i ſubmitted to theſe conditions, and performed them 
uccortdingly ; But fortune owed me another unfore- 
iIen morugcation ; Mr. Mamozet during the ſummes, 
becaine joint patentec with Nr. Braver, fo when! 
claimed performance of articles, I was told, he conld 
do nuthing without the conſent of his partner, why 
Was pre-engaged to another author.“ | ; 
My condition was rendered defperate by the death 
of my good friend and landlord, whote executors ob- 
tained judgment againſt my eſtects, which they ſeized, 
turning me out in the ltreets naked, triendleſs, and 
forlern; there I was artefted at the ſuit of my tay- 
lor, and thrown into this priſon, where I have made 
mhift to live theſe five weeks on the bounty of my 
fellow-priſoners, who, I hope, are not the worle tor 
the inſtruction and good offices, by which J mw 
nifeſt my gratitude ; But in ſpite of all their char- 
table endeavours, my life was ſcarce tolerable, until 
your uncommon benevolence enabled me to cujoy © 
with comfort. rn ge 
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am ſeiged with a deep melauchely, aud become u 
lo ucn am relizved by my uncle—-he prevails on 
me to engage with his owners, as jurgeon of 
the ſhip which be commands—he makes me à con- 


ſiderable preſent—entertains Strap as bis fleward— | 


I take my leave of my friends, and go 04 board— 
. the /hip arrives ſafe at the Downs. 


1 Shall not make any reflections on this ſtory, in 
A the courſe of which, the reader mult perceive 
how egregiouſly the Gmplicity and milky dilpolition 
of this worthy man, had been duped and abuſed by 
a ſet of ſcoundrels, who were ſo habituated to fail- 
hood and equivocation, that I verily believe, they 
could not utter one {y!lable of truth, though 99 


* 
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tives depended upon their fincerity.—Notwithftanding 
all 1 had ſuffered from the knavery and ſelfiſhneſs of 


| mankind; I was amazed, and imncenſed at that baſe 
| ndiflerence which ſuffered ſuch uncommon merit as be 


offefled, to Janguifh in obſcurity, and ſtruggle with 


zll the miſeries of a Joathſome goal ;—--ani ſhould. 
| have blefled the occaftion that ſedaced me from 

| ſach a perfidious world, had not the remembrance of 
the amiable Narciſſa preſerved my attachment to that 
| feciety of which ſhe conſtituted a part. —The picture 
| of that lovely creature was the conitant companion of 
my ſolitude: How often did I contemplate the re- 
ſemblance of thoſe enchanting features that firſt cap- 
unrated my heart: How often did I weep over thoſe 
| endearing ſcenes which her image recalled } and how 
| often did I curſe my perfidious fate for having robbed 
me of the fair original: In vain did my imagination 


D 


| fatter me with ſchemes of future happineſs; ſurely. 
| reaſon always interpoſed, and in a moment overthrew 
* the unſubſtantia] fabrick, by chaſtifing the extrava- 
gance of my hope, and repreſenting my unhappy fitu- 
| ation in the right point of view: In vain did I fly 
for refuge to the amuſements of the place, and engage 
in the parties of Jackſon, at cards, billiards, nine pins, 
and fives 3 a train of melancholy thoughts took pof- 
| {fſion of my ſou], which even the converiation of 
| Melopoyn could not divert.—J ordered Strap to en- 
| quire every day at Banter's lodgings, in expectation __ 
| of hearing again from my charmer; and my diſap- 
| pointment conhderably augmented my chagrin-MVJ 
| affectionate valet was infected with my ſorrow, and 
| often fat with me whole hours without ſpeaking, ut 
tering ſigh for ſigh, and ſhedding tear for tear, — 
This Fellowſhip increaſed our diſtemper ; he became 


incapable of buſineſs, and was diſcarded by his ma- 
fer; while 1 ſeeing my money melt away, without 
any certainty of deliverance, and in ſhort all my hopes 
fruſtrated, grew negligent of life, loſt all appetite, and 
degenerated into ſuch a floyen, that during the ne 
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of two months, I was neither waſhed, ſhifted, nor 
ſhaved ;: ſo that my face, rendered meagre with abſti— 
Nence, was obſcured with dirt, and overſhadowed with 
hair, and my whole appearance ſqualid and even 
frizhiful ; when, one day, Strap brought me notice, 
that there was a man. below who wanted to ſpeak 
with me. Rouſed at this intelligence, and in full 
hopes of receiving a letter from the dear object of 
my love, I ran down ſtairs with the utmoſt precipi- 
tation, and found to my infinite ſurprize, my generous 
uncle Mr. Bowling ! Tranſported at the fight, I 
ſprang forward to embrace him. Upon which he ſtart— 
ed ande with great agility, drew his hanger, and put 
himſeif upon his guard, crying, * Avaſt, brother, 
avaſt! ſheer of —Yo ho! you turnkey, why don't you 
keep a better look out? here's one of your crazy pri- 
ſoners broke from his laſhings, I do ſuppoſe, ——l 
could not help laughing heartily at his miſtake, which 
1 ſoon rectified by my voice, that he inſtantly recol- 


lected, and ſhook me by the hand with great affecti- 


on, teſtifying his concern at ſeeing me in ſuch a mi- 
ſerable condition. e | e 
I conducted him to my apartment, where, in pre- 
ſence of Strap, whom I introduced to him as one of 
my beſt friends, he let me know, that he was juſt 
arri ved from the coaſt of Guineas after having made 
a pretty ſucceſsful voyage, in which he had acted ag 
mate, until the ſhip was attacked by a French priva- 
teer; that the captain being killed during the engage- 
ment, he had taken the command, and was fo fortu- 
nate as to fink the enemy; after which he fell in with 
a merchant ſhip from Martinico, laden with ſugar, 
indigo, and ſome filver; and by virtue of his letter 
of marque, attacked, took and brought her ſafe into 
Kinſale in Ireland, where ſhe was condemned as a law- 
ful prize; by which means, he had not only got a pretty 
ſum of money, but alſo acquired the favour of his 
owners, who had already conferred upon him the com- 


mand of a large ſhip, mounted with twenty-nine- | 


pounders, 


transformation. 


ſpend the evening at my aparunent, where 1 rega 
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pounders, ready to ſail upon a very advantageous voy- 


age, which he was not at liberty to diſcover, And he 
aſſured me, that it was with the greateſt difficulty he 
had found me, in conſequence of a direction left for 
him at his lodgings in Wapping, „ | 
1 was rejoiced beyond meaſure, at this account of his 
good fortune; and, at his deſire recounted all the ad- 
ventures that had happened to me ſince we parted, 
When he underſtood the particulars of Strap's attach- 
ment to me, he ſqueezed his hand very cordially, and 
promiſed to make a man of him; and giving me ten 


_ guineas for my preſent occaſion, took a direction 


tor the taylor who arreſted me, and went away in or- 
er to diſcharge the debt, telling me at partir. g, that 


he would ſoon fetch up all my lee-way with a wet 


ſail. | 8 

I was utterly confounded at this ſudden tranſition, 

which affected me more than any reverſe I had formerly 
felt; and a crowd of incoherent ideas ruſhed ſo im- 
petuouſly upon my imagination, that my reaſon could 
neither ſeparate nor connect them; when Strap, whoſe 


joy had manifeſted itſelf in a thouſand fooleries, came 


into my room with his ſhaving utenſils, and without 
any previous intimation, began to lather my beard, 
whiſtling with great emotion all the while. —!I ſtarted 
from my reverie, and being too well acquainted with 

Strap, to truſt myſelf in his hands while he was under 
ſuch agitation, deſired to be excuſed, ſent for another 
barber, and ſuffered myſelf to be trimmed. Having 
performed the ceremony of ablution, I ſhifted, and 


dreſſing in my gayeſt apparel, waited for the return of 


my uncle, who was agreeably ſurprized at my ſudden 

This beneficent kinſman had ſatisfied my creditor, 
and obtained an order for my diſcharge, ſo that I was 
no longer a priſoner; but as I had ſome reluctance 
to part with my friends and fellows in diſtreſs, I pre- 
vailed upon Mr. Bowling to favour us with his com- 
pany, and invited Mr. Melopoyn and Jackſon to 
led 
them. 
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them with a ſupper, good wine, and the news of my 
releaſe, on which they heartily congratulated me, 
notwithſtanding the loſs of my company, which, they 


were pleaſed to ſ ry, they would ſeverely feel.—As for 


Jackſon, his misfortune made ſo little impreſſion on 


himſelf, and he was altogether fo looſe, indifferent and 
ind {creet that I conld fearce pity his ſituation : But 


I bad conceived a veneration and friendſhip for the 


poct, who was, in all reſpects, an object much more 
worthy of compafſion and regard. —W hew our gueſts 
withdrew, and my uncle retired, with an intention 
to viſit me next morning, I made up a bundle of ſome 
linen, and other neceſſaries, and bidding Strap carry 


them to Mr. Melopoyn's lodging, went thither my- 
ſelf, and preſſed it upon his acceptance with five 
guin eas, which with much dlithculty he received, aſſur- 


ing me at the ſame time, that he ſhould never have it in 
his power to make ſatisfaction. I then aſked if I 


could ſerve him any other way, to which he anſwered; 
© You have already done too much, and unable to con- 


tain the emotions of his ſoul any longer, burſt into 


tears, and wept aloud. Moved at the ſpeRacle, L left 
him to his repoſe, and when my uncle returned in the 


morning, repreſented his character in ſuch a favourable 
light, that the honell ſeaman was affected with his. dit- 
treſs, and determined to follow my example, in pre- 


ſenting him with five pieces more: Upon which, that 


I might fave him tome confuſion, I adviſed Mr. Wow | 
ling to incloſe it in a letter to be delivered by Strap, 


after we ſhould be gone. 


This was accot dingly done. I took a formal leute 
of all my acquaintance in the jail, and juſt as I was. 
about to Rep into an hackney-coach at the gate, Jack - 
fon calling me, I returned, and he alked me, in 2 
whiſper, if I could lend him a chilling! His demand 


being ſo moderate, and, in all likelihood, the laſt he 


would make upon me, I flipt a guinea into his hands, 


which he no ſooner perceived, than he cried, O Je- 
fas; a guinea!” then laying hold of a button of my 
coat, 32 broke out inte an immoderate fit of laughter; 
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and when his convulſion was ended, told me, I was 
an honeſt fellow, and let me go. —The coachman was 
ordered to drive to Mr. Bewling's lodgings, where 
when we arrived, he entered into a ferious diſcourſe 
with me, on the ſubject of my ſituation, and pro- 
poſed that I ſhoujd ſail with him in quality of his ſur- 
geon; in which caſe, he would put me on a method 
of getting a fortune in a few years, by my own induſ- 
try; and aflured me, that I might expect to inherit all 
that he ſhovid die poſſeſſed of, provided I ſhould ſur- 
vive him. — Though I was penetrated with a ſenſe of 
his geacrofity, I was ſtartled at a propoſal thai offered 
violence to my ove, and ignified my ſentiments on 
that head, which he did not ſeem to reliſh; but ob- 
ſerved that love was the fruit of idleneſs, that when 
once I ſhould be employed in buſineſ, and my mind 
engaged in making money, I would be no more 
troubled with theſe plly notions, which none but your 
fair-weather Jacks, who have nothing but their plea- 
ſure to mind, ought to entertain. —I was pigued at 
this infiauation, which I looked upon as a reproach, 
and without giving myſelf time to deliberate, accepted 
his Offer He was overjoyed at my compliance, care 
ried me immediately to his chief owner, with whom a 
bargain was ſtruck, 1o that I could not retract wit 
honour, ſhould I be ever ſo much diſpoſed thereto. — 
That I might not have time to cool, he bid me draw _ 
out a liſt of medicines for a compliment of five hun- 
dred men, adapted to the diſtempers of hot climates, 
and ſutſicient for a voyage of eighteen months; and 
carry it to a certain wholeſale apothecary, who would 
alſo provide me in two well-qualified mates.—While I _ 
was thus employed, Strap came in, and looked very 
blank, when he underſtood my reſolution : How- 
ever after a pauſe of ſome minutes, he inſiſted up- 
on going along with me; and, at my defire, was 
made ſhip's ſteward by captain Bowling, who pro- 
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miſed to be at the expence of fitting him out, and 
to lend him two hundred pounds to purchaſe an ad- 
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When I had delivered my liſt of medicines, choſen 


a couple of my own countrymen for mates, and be— 
| ſpoke a ſet of chirurgical inſtruments, my uncle told 


me, that by his laſt voyage, he had cleared almoſt 
three thouſand pounds, one thonſand of which he 
would immediately make over, and put into my hands; 


that he would procure for me credit to the value of 
as much more, in ſuch goods as would turn to beſt. 
account in the country to which we were bound; and 


that although he looked upon my intereſt as his own, lie 
would keep the remaining part of his fortune in his 
own diſpoſal, with a view of preſerving his indepen- 


dence, and the power of puniſhing me, in caſe I ſhould 
not make a good ule of what he had already beſtowed 


upon me. FE Boats | | 
Without troubling the reader with an account of 
the effect which this ſurpriſing generotity had upon 
my mind, I ſhall only fay, that his promiſes were 
inſtantly performed, and an invoice of merchandize, 


proper for the voyage, preſented to me, that I might 


purchaſe the goods, and ſhip them with all expediti— 
on.—In the midſt of this hurry, the remembrance of 


my charming Narciſſa often interpoſed, and made me 


the moſt miſerable of all mortals. I was diſtracted 


with the thought of being torn from her, perhaps for 


ever; and thought the hope of ſceing her again, might 
have ſupported me under the torments of ſeparation. I 


could not reflect upon the anguiſh ſhe muſt feel at part- 


ing with me, and the inceflant ſorrows to which her ten- 
der boſom would be expoſed during niv abſence, with- 
out being picrced with the deepett afniction! As my 


imagination was daily and nightly upon the rack, to 
invent ſome method of mitigating this cruel ſtroke, or, 


at leaſt, of acquitting my love and honour, in the 


opinion of that gentle creature, I at length ſtum- 
bled upon an . with which the reader will be 
made acquainte 


in due time; and, in conſequence 


of my determination, became leſs uneaſy and diſtur- 
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My buſineſs being finithed, and the ſhip ready to 
fail, I reſolved to make my laſt appearance among my 
acquaintance at the other end of the town, where 1 
had not been ſeen fince my impriſonment; and as I 
hal, by the advice of my uncle, taken off ſome very 


rich cloaths for fale, I put on the gayeſt ſuit in my 


poſleſſion, and went in a chair to the coffee-houſe I 
uſ-d to frequent, where J found my friend Banter ſo 
confounded at the magnificence of my dreſs, that 
when J made up to him, he gazed at me with a look 
of aſtoniſhment, without being able, for ſome minutes, 
to open his lips ;—then pulling me aſide by the ſleeve, | 

and fixing his eyes on mine, accoſted me in this man- 


ner: Random, where the devil have you been! eh? 


— What is the meaning of all this finery ?—Oho ! I 
underſtand you —You are juſt arrived from the country 
what! the roads are good, ch ?—well, Random, you 


are a bold fellow, and a lucky fellow !—but take care, 
the pitcher goes often te the well, but is broke at laſt.” 


So ſaying, he pointed to his collar; by which geſture, 
and the broken hints he had ejaculated, I found he 
ſuſpeted me of having robbed on the highway; and 


I laughed very heartily at his ſuppoſition-——With- 


out explaining myſelf any farther, I told him he was 


miſtaken in his conjecture; that I had been for ſome _ 


time paſt with the relation of whom he had frequently _ 
heard me ſpeak ; and that being to ſet out next day 

upon my travels, I had come thither to take my leave 
of my friends, and to receive of him the money he 


had borrowed from me, which, now that I was go- 


ing abroad, I ſhould have occaſion for, —He was a 


little diſconcerted at this demand; but recollecting 


himſelf in a moment, ſwore, in an affected paſſion, 
that T had uſed him extremely ill, and he would never 
forgive ine, for having, by this ſhort warning, put it 
out of his power, to free himſelf of an obligation he 
could no longer bear. I could not help filing at this 
pretended delicacy, which I commended highly, tel- 
ling him, he needed not be uneaſy on that ſcore, for 
| P 3 , 4 
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I would give him a direction to a merchent in the 


city, with "whom I would leave a diſcharge for the 
. Tum, to be delivered upon payment. — He profeſſed 
much joy at this expedient, and with great eagerneſs 


aſked the perſon's name and place of abode, "which 
he forthwith wrote in his pocket-book, ailuring me 


that he would not be long in my debt. This affair ) 


which I knew he would never after think of, 2. 
ſettled to his ſatisfaction, I ſent cards to all m 


icnds, defiring the favour of their company at a = 


verr in the evening, when they honoured my invitati- 
on, and 1 had the pleaſure of treating them in à very 
elegant manner, at which they expreſſed as much ad. 


miration as applauſe. Having enjoyed ourſelves till 


midnight, I took my leave of them all, being well. 
nigh ſtifle with careſſes; and next day I ſet out with 


Strap in a poit-chaiſe for Graveſend where we went 
on board, and the wind ſerving, weighed anchor in 
leſs than twelve hours. Without me: ting with any 


accident, we got as far as the Downs, where we were 
obliged to come to an anchor, and wait for an eaſterly 


: wind to curry us out of the Channel, 


CHAP. LXV. 


J II out for Su e un e Mrs. er i je ve an 


interui ao with Narci ſſu; return to the ſhip—we 

ger clear Uo the cha mel] learn our deſtinatiun 
are chaſed by a large ſap — the compaiy are diſmayts, 
and encouraged by tie cap ain, ecch—our fur fut?r 
fat pen to be aa Erzliſh man of war— we arri 
on the coaſt of Guinea, purchaſe 400 nerroes, jail 
For Paragaay, get ſafe into the river of Plate, aud 
off our ne to great advantage. 


T was now I put in execution the ſcheme I had pro- 
1 jected at London; the aſking leave of the capt: ain, 
For Strap and nie to itay on ſhore ti the wind ſhould 


become faypurable, my requeſt was gr anted, becaule 
| | he 
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| he had orders to remain in the Downs until he ſhould 


receive ſome diſpatches from London, which he did not 
expect in leſs than a week. Having imparted my re- 
ſolution to my truſty valet, who (tho' he endeavoured 


to diſſuade me from ſuch a raſh undertaking) would not ; 


quit me in the enterprize, I hired horſes, and ſet out 


immediately for that part of Suſſex where my charmer 


was confined, which was not above thirty miles diſtant 
fromDeal where we mounted.—As I was perfectly well 
acquainted with the extent of the Squire's eſtate and 


influence, I halted within five miles of his houſe, 


where we remained till the twilight, at which time we 
ſet forward, and, by the favour of a dark night, gain= 
ed a copſe about a mile from the village where Mrs. 
Sagely lived. Here we left our horſes tied to a tree, 
and went directly to the houſe of my old benefaQtreſs, 
Strap trembling all the way, and venting ejaculatory 


petitions to heaven for our ſafety. Her habitation being 


quite ſolitary, we arrived at the door without being 
obſerved, when I ordered my companion to enter by 
himſelf, and, in caſe there ſhould be company with 


her, deliver a letter which I had wrote for the purpoſe, 


and ſay that a friend of hers in London, underſtand- 


ing that he intended to travel this road, had commit- 


ted it to his care, —He rapped at the door, to which 
the good old matron coming, told him, that being a 


lone woman, he muſt excuſe her if ſhe did not open 


it, until he had declared his name and buſineſs.—-He 
anſwered, that his name was unknown to her, and 
that his buſineſs was to deliver a letter, which (to 


free her from all manner of apprehenſion) he would 
convey to her through the ſpace between the door and 


the threſhold.— This he inſtantly performed; and ſhe 
no ſooner read the contents, which ſpecified my being 
preſent, than ſhe cried, „If the perſon who wrate 


this letter be at hand, let him ſpeak, that I may be 


aſſured by his voice whether or not I may ſafely admit 
him. I forthwith applied my mouth to the key-hole, 
and pronounced, © Dear mother, you need not ba 


afraid, it is I, ſo much indebted to your goodneſs, 
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who now crave admittance.— Sbe knew my voice, 


and opening the door immediately, received me with a 
truly maternal affection, manifeſting by the tears ſhe 


let fall, her concern, left I ſhould be diſcovered, for 


ſhe had been informed of every thing that had hap- 
pened between Narciſſa and me, from the dear captive's 
own mouth.—When I explained the motive of my 


| journey, which was no other than a deſire of ging the 


obje& of my love before I ſhould quit the kingdom, 


that I might in perſon convince her of the neceſſity! 
was under to leave her, reconcile her to that event, by 


deſcribing the advantages that in all probability would 


attend it, repeat my vows of eternal conſtancy, and 


enjoy the melancholy pleaſure of a tender embrace at 


parting.—I ſay, when I had thus ſignified my inten- 


tion, Mrs. Sagely told me, that Narciſſa upon her re- 
turn from the Bath, had been ſo ſtrictly watched, that 


no body, but one or two of the ſervants, devoted to 


her brother, were admitted to her preſence ; that after. 


wards ſhe had been a little enlarged, and was permit. 


ted to fee company; during which indulgence, ſhe had 


been ſeveral times at her cottage : but of late ſhe had 
been betrayed by one of the ſervants, who diſcovered 
to the ſquire, that he had once carried a letter from her 
to the poſt-houſe, directed to me; upon which infor- 
mation, ſhe was now more confined than ever, and 


that I could have no chance of ſeeing her, unleſs ] 


would run the riſque of getting into the garden, where 


ſhe and her maid were every day allowed to take 


the air, and lie hid until I ſhould have an opportunity 
of ſpeaking to them--an adventure which would be 


attended with ſuch danger, that no man in his right 
_ wits would attempt 1t.--This enterprize, hazardous as 
it was, I reſolved to perform, in ſpite of all the argu- 


ments of Mrs. Sagely, who reaſoned, chid, and in- 
treated by turns ; and the tears and prayers of Strap, 


who conjured me on his knees, to have more regard to 


myſelf as well as to him, than to tempt my own deſtruc- 


tion in ſuch a precipitate manner. I was deaf to every 
| Thing, but the ſuggeſtions of my love; and ordering 
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him to return immediately with the horſes to the inn 
from whence we ſet out, and wait for my coming in 
that place, he at firſt peremptorily refuſed to leave 


me, until I perſuaded him, that if our horſes ſhould A 
remain where they were till day-light, they would MW 
certainly be diſcovered, and the whole country alarm» 


ed. On this conſideration, he took his leaie in a ſor- 


KS plight, kiſſed my hand, and weeping cried, | : 


od knows if ever I ſhall fee you again. My kind 
landlady finding me obitinate, gave me her beſt ad- _ 
vice to behave in the execution of my project; and 
after having perſuaded me to take a little refreſhment, WW 
accommodated me with a bed, and left me to my re- 
poſe. —Early in the morning, I got up, and armed 4 
with a couple of loaded piſtols and a hanger, went to 
the back of the Squire's garden, climbed over the wall, 
and according to Mrs. Sagely's direction, conccaled 
myſelf in a thicket, hard by an alcove which terminated 
a walk at a good diftance from the houſe, which (I 
was told) my miſtreſs chiefly frequented. — Here I 
abſconded from five a-clock in the morning to ſix in 
the evening without ſeeing a human creature; at laſt 
I perceived two women approaching, whom by my 
throbbing heart I ſoon recognized to be the ador*hle 
Narciſſa and Miſs Williams. I felt the ftrong ct 
agitation of ſoul at the fight; and gueſſing that t ey 
would repoſe themſelves in the alcove, I ttept int it 
unperceived, and laid upon the ſtone-table a picture of 
myſelf in miniature, for which I had fat in London, 
purpoſing to leave it with Narciſſa before I ſhould go 
abroad. I expoſed it in this manner, as an intro- 
duction to my own appearance, which without ſome . 
previous intimation, I was afraid might have an un- 
lucky effect upon the delicate nerves of my fair en ſaver; 
and then withdrew into the thicket, where I could hear 
their diſcourſe, and ſuit myſelf to the circumſtances of 
the occaſion.— As they advanced, I obſerved an air of 
melancholy in the countenance of Narciſſa, blended 
_ with ſuch unſpeakable ſweetneſs, that I could ſcarce 
xefrain from flying into her arms and kiſſing away _ 
e, po wr ae 
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pearly drop tkat ſtood collected in each bewitching eye. 
According to my expectation, ſhe entered the alcove, 
and perceiving ſomething on the table, took it up. No 
ſooner did ſhe caſt her eye upon the features, than 
ſtartled at the reſemblance, ſhe cried, © Gracious God !' 
and the roſes inſtantly vaniſhed from her cheeks. Her 
confidante, alarmed at this exclamation, looked at the 
picture, and, ſtruck with the likeneſs, exclaimed, 
O Jeſus! the very features of Mr. Random !* Nar- 
ciſſa having recollected herſelf a little, ſaid, What- 
ever angel brought it hither as a comfort to me in my 
affliction, I am thankful for the benefit, and will pre- 
ſerve it as the deareſt object of my care. So ſaying, 
ſhe kifled it with ſurprizing ardor, ſhed a flood of tears, 
and then depoſited the lifeleſs image in her lovely bo- 
ſom. Tranſported at theſe ſymptoms of her unaltered 


affection IT was about to throw myſelf at her feet, when 
Miſs Williams, whoſe reflection was leſs engaged than 


that of her miſtreſs, oblerved, that the picture could 
not tranſport itſelf hither, and that ſhe could not 
help thinking I was not far off. — The gentle Narciſſa 
ſtarting at this conjecture, anſwered, ©. Heaven for— 
bid! for although nothing in the univerſę could yield 


me ſatisfaction equal to that of his preſence for one 


poor moment, in a proper place, I would rather forfeit 
his company almoſt for ever, than ſee him here, 


where his life would be expoſed to fo much danger. — 


I could no longer reſtrain the impulſe of my paſſion, 
but breaking from my concealment, ſtood before her 


when ſhe uttered a fearful ſhriek, and fainted in the 


arms of her companion. -I flew towards the treaſure of 
my foul, claſped her in my embrace, and with the 
warmth of my kiſſes, brought her again to life. O! 
that I were endowed with the expreſſion of a Raphael, 

the graces of a Guido, the magic touches of a Titian, 
that I might repreſent the fond concern, the chaſtened 
rapture, and ingenuous bluſh that mingled on her 


beauteous face, when ſhe opened her eyes upon me, and 


pronounced, O heavens ! is it you! 


4 am afraid J have already encroached upan the rea- 


der's 


** 
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der's patience, with the particulars of this amour on 
which (I own) I cannot heip being impertinently cir- 
cumſtantial. I ſhall therefore omit the leſs material 

paſſages of this interview, during which I convinced 
her reaion, though I could not appeaſe the ſad preſages 

of her love, with regard to the long voyage, and dan» 
gers I muſt undergo. -—When we had ſpent an hour 

(which 18 all ſhe could ſpare from the barbarity of her 

brother's vigilance) in lamenting over our hard fate, 

and in repeating our reciprocal ;,ows, Miſs Williams 
reminded us of the neceſſity there was for our imme- 
diate parting ; and ſure, lovers never parted with ſuch 
ſorrow and reJuctance as we. But becauſe my words 
are incapable of doing juſtice to this affecting circum- 
ſtance, I am cbliged to draw a veil over it, and ob- 
ſerve, that I returned in the dark to the houſe of Mrs. 
Sagely, who was overjoyed to hear of my ſucceſs, and 
oppoled the tumults of my grief with ſuch ſtrength of 

reaſon, that my mind regamed in ſome meaſure its 
tranquillity ; and that very night, after having forced 


upon this good gentlewoman a purſe of twenty guineas, | 


* as a token of my gratitude and eſteem, I took wy 


leave of her, ſet out on foot for the inn, where my 
arrival freed honeſt Strap from the horrors of unutter- 
able dread. | „ „ 

We took horſe immediately, and alighted early next 
morning at Deal, where I found my uncle in great 
Concern on account of my abſence, becauſe he had 
received his diſpatches, and muſt have weighed with 
the firſt fair wind, whether I had been on board or 
not,—Next day a briſk eaſterly gale ſpringing up, we 
{t ſail, and in eight and forty hours got clear of the 
channel. „ 8 

When we were about 200 leagues from the land's 
end, the captain taking me apart into his cabbin, 
told me, that, now he was permitted by his inſtructi- 
ons, he would diſcloſe the intent and deſtinatien of 
our voyage : * The fhip, ſaid he, which has been fit- 
ted out at a great expence, is bound for the coaſt of 
Guinea, where we ſhall exchange part of our cargoe | 


* 
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for ſlaves and gold duſt; from thence we will tran 
| ſport our negroes to Buenos- Ayres in New- Spain 
where (by virtue of paſſports obtained from our own 
court, and that of Madrid) we will diſpoſe of than 
and the goods that remain on board for filier, by 
means of our ſuper- cargo, who is perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the coaſt, the lingo and inhabitants. — 
Being thus let into the ſecret of our expedition, [ 
borrowed of the ſuper-cargo a Spaniſh grammar, dic. 
tionary, and ſome other books of the tame language, 
which I ſtudied with ſuch application, that before we 
arrived in New-Spain, I could maintain a converſation 
with him in that tongue.—Being arrived in the warm 
latitudes, I ordered (with the capt: in's conſent) the 
whole ſhip's company to be blooded and purged, my- 
Telf undergoing the fame evacuation, in order to 
prevent thoſe dangerous fevers, to which northern 
conſtitutions are ſubject in hot climates; and I have 
reaſon to believe that this precaution was not unſervice- 
able, for we loſt but one ſailor during our whole pat: 
ſage to the coaſt, 5 
One day, when we had been about hou weeks at 
ſea, we deſeried to windward a large ſhip bearing down 
upon us with all the fail ſhe could carry. Upon which 
my uncle ordered the ſtudding-fails to be hoiſted, and 
the ſhip to be cleared for engaging; but finding, that 
(to uſe the ſeaman's phraſe) we were very much wrong- 
ed by the ſhip that had us in chaſe, and which by this 
time had hoiſted French colours, he commanded. the 
ſtudding-ſails to be taken in, the courſes to be clewed 
up, the main-top-ſail to be backed, the tompions to bs 
taken out of the guns, and every man to repair to his 
quarters. While every body was bufied in the per- 
formance of theſe orders, Strap came upon the quarter- 
deck, trembling and looking aghait, and with a voice 
half ſuppreſlecl "by fear, alked iF I thought we were a 
match for the veſſel in purſuit of us. "Obfer ving bis 
conſternation, I fd, What! are you afraid, Strap! 
Afraid! (he replied) n-n-no, what ſhould I be afraid 
917 71 thank God I have a clear conſcience FO [ 
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| believe it will be a bloody battle, and I with you may 
not have occahon for another hand to aſſiſt you in the 
| cock-pit.'—I immediately perceived his drift, and 
making the captain acquainted with his ſituation, de- 
| fired he might be ſtationed below with me and my 
mates. My uncle, incenſed at his puſillanimity, bid 
me ſend him down inſtantly, that his fear might not 
| infe& the ſhip's company; whereupon I told the poor 
| ſteward, that I had hegged him for an aſſiſtant, and 
| defired him to go down and help my mates to get 
ready the inſtruments and dretlings.—Notwithſtand- 
ing the ſatisfaction he muſt have felt at theſe tidings, 
he affected a ſhyneſs of quitting the upperdeck; and 
' ſnd, he hoped I did not imagine he was afraid to 
do his duty above board, for he believed himſelf as 
well prepared for death as any man in the ſhip, no diſ- 
| paragement to me or the captain,—-I was diſguſted at 
this affectation, and in order to puniſh his hypocriſy, 
| aſſured him he might take his choice either of going 
down to the cock-pit with me, or of ſtaying upon 
deck during the engagement. Alarmed at this indif- 
| ference, he replied, © Well, to oblige you, I'll go 
| down, but remember it is more for your ſake than my 
own.“ So ſaying, he diſappeared in a ty inkling, with- 
N out waiting for an anſwer. —By this timè we could ob- 
| ſerve two tier of guns in the ſhip which purſued us, and 
| which was now but two ſhort miles aſtern. This diſ- 
covery had an evident effect upon the ſailors, who did 
not ſcruple to ſay, that we ſhould be torn to pieces, and 
' blown out of the water, and that if in caſe any of 
them ſhould loſe their precious limbs, they muſt go a 
| begging for life, for there was no proviſion made by 
the merchants for thoſe poor ſouls who are maimed in 
their ſervice. The captain underſtanding this back- 
| wardneſs, ordered the crew abaft, and ſpoke to them 
| thus: © My lads, I am told you hang an a—ſe.—I 
have gone to ſea thirty years, man and boy, and 
never ſaw Engliſh ſailors afraid before, —Mayhap you 
| think J want to expoſe you for the lucre of gain. 


Wha- 
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Whoſoever thinks ſo, thinks a damned lie, for m 
whole cargo is inſured ; ſo that in caſe T ſhould be ta- 
ken, my loſs will not be great, — The enemy is ſtronger 
than we to be lure—What then? have we not a chance 
for carrying away one of her maſts, and fo get clear of 
her ?-—If we find her too hard for us, tis but ſtriking 
at laſt.—If any man is hurt in the engagement, I pro- 
miſe on the word of an honeſt ſcaman, to make him a 
recompence according to his loſs. — S0 now, you that 
are lazy, lubberly, cowardly dogs, get away and 
ſculk in the hold, and bread room; and you that are 
jolly boys, ſtand by me, and let us give one broad- ſide 
for the honour of old England. This eloquent 
harangue was fo well adapted to the diſpoſition of his 
hearers, that one and all of them, pulling off their 
hats, waved them oer their heads, and faluted him 
with three cheers; upon which he jent his boy for 
two large caſe-bottles of brandy, and having treated 
every man with a dram, they repaired to their quar- 
ters, and waited impatiently for the word of command. 
I muſt do my uncle the juſtice to ſay, that in the 
, whole of his diſpoſition, he behaved with the vtmot 
0 intrepidity , conduct and deliberation.— The enemy be— 
ing very near, he ordered me to my ſtation, and was 
juſt going to give the word for hoiſting the colours, and 
firing, when the ſuppoſed Frenchman, n down 
his white pennant, Jack and enſion, Eoiſted Enplith 
ones, and fired a gun a-head of us: Fnis was a Joy⸗ 
ful event to captain Bowling; who iminediately ſhewed 
his colour, and fired a gun to lecward: Upon witch 
the other ſhip ran along -lide of him, hailed him, and 
giving him to know, that the was an night; h man of 
wir of forty guns, ordered him to hoilt out his boat, 
and come on board. This he performed with the more 
alacrity, hecauſe, upon <nquiry, he found that ſhe was 
coramanded by an old meis mate of his, who was ov:r- 
joyed to ſee him, detaincd hin to dinner, and ſent his 
| barge for the ſupercargo and me, who were very much 
careſſed on his actbunt. As this commander Was 


deſtined ta. cruize upon the Fre rench, in the latitude of 
Martiuico, 


* 
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Martinico, his ſtem and quarters were adorned with white 
flowers des lis, and the whole ſhell of the ſhip fo much 
diſguiſed, for a decoy to the enemy, that it was no won- 
der my uncle did not know her, although he had ſail- 
ed on board of her many years,—We kept company 
with her four days Curing which time the captains 
were never aſunder and then parted, our couri? lying 


different from hers. 


In leis than a fortnight after, we made the land of 
Guinea, near tlie mouth of the River Gambia, and 


trading along the coaſt as far to the ſouthward of the 


Line as Angola and Bengula, in leſs than fix months 
diipoſed of the greateit part of our cargo, and pur- 
cha cd four hundred Negroes, my adventure having 
been laid out chicfty in ge old dust. e 

Our compliment being male up, we took our de- 
parture. from Cape Negro, and arrive! in the Kio de 
la Plata in fix weeks, having met with nothing re- 


markable in our voyage, except. 2n epidemic fever, 


not unlike the jail diſtemper, which bioke out among 
our ſlaves, and carried off a good me ny of the hip's 
company; among whom I loſt one of my mares, and 
poor Strap had well gh given up the ghoſt —Havying 
produced our pritort to the Spaniſn governor, we 
were received with gre at courtely, ſold our” flaves in a 
very few days, and could have put off five times the 
number at ur own. price; being obliged to ſmuggle. 
the reſt of our mcrchandize, confitting of European bale 


goods, Which, however, wes made ſhut to diſpoſe of at 
a great advantage, 
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CHAP. LXVI, 


Jam invited to the Villa of a Staniſh Don, where wwe 


meet with an Engliſh gentleman, and make a very in- 
terefling diſcover y—wwe leave Buenos- Ayres, and 


arrive at Jamaica. 


A UR ſhip being freed from the diſagreeable lading 


of Negroes, to whom, indeed, I had been a 


miſerable flave, ſince our leaving the coalt of Guinea, 


I began to enjoy myſelf and breathe with pleaſure the 
pure air of Paraguay ; this part of which is reckoned 
the Montpelier of South America, and has obtained, 
on account of its climate, the name of Bucnos Ayres 
It was in this delicious place, that I gave myſelf 
entirely up to the thoughts of my dear Narciſſa, whoſe 


: image ſtill kept full poſſeſſion of my breaſt, and whot: 


_ charms, enhanced by abſence, appeared to my imagina- 
tion, if poſſible, more engaging than ever! I calculated 
the profits of my voyage, which even exceeded my 


expectation ; reſolved to purchaſe a handſome ſine-cur: 


upon my arrival in England, and if 1 ſhould find the 


Squire as averſe to me as ever, marry his ſiſter by ſtealth; 


and, in caſe our family ſhould increaſe, rely upon the 
generoſity of my uncle, who was by this time worth a 
conhderable mmm. Pn 
While I amuſed myſelf with theſe agrecable projects, 
and the tranſporting hopes of enjoying Narcifla, we 
were very much carefled by the Spaniſh gentlemen, 
who frequently formed parties of pleaſure for our 
entertainment, in which we made excurſions a good 
way into the country, Among thoſe who ſignalized 
_ themſelves by their civility to us, there was one Don 
Antonio de Ribera, a very polite young gentleman, 
with whom I had contracted an intimate friendſhip, 
Who invited us one day to his country-houſe, and, as 
a further inducement to our compliance, promiſed to 
procure for us the company of an Engliſh ſignor, who 
4 been ſettled in thoſe parts many years, and ac- 
EE: | | - quired 
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quired the love and eſteem of the whole province, by 
fs affability, good ſenſe, and honourable behavi- 
Qur. | | 
We accepted his invitation, and fet ont for his Ville, 
where we had not been Jonger than an hour, when the 
perſon arrived, in whoſe tavour I had been fo much 
prepoſſeſſed.— He was a tall man, remarkably well 
thaped, of a fine mien and appearance, commanding 
reſpect, and ſeemed to be turned of forty ; the featuras 
of his face were faddened with a reſerve and gravity, 
which in other countries would have been thought the 


eſſect of melancholy ; but here, appeared to have been 
contracted by his commerce with the Spaniards, wha 
are remarkable for that feverity of countenance. 


Underſtanding from Don Antonio that we were his 
country-men, he ſaluted us all round very complaiſant- 
, and fixing his eyes attentively on me, uttered a 
deep ſigh.— had been ſtruck with a profound vene- 
ration for him at his firſt coming into the room; and 


no ſooner obſerved this expreſſion ob his forrow, di- 


rected, as it were in a particular manner to me, than 
my heart took part in his grief, I ſympathized involun- 
tarily, and ſighed in my turn. —Having afked leave of 
our entertainer, he accoſted us in Engliſh, profeſſed 
kis ſatisfaction at ſeeing ſo many of his country-men. 
in ſuch a remote place, and aſked the captain, wha 
went by the name of Signor Thoma, from what Part 
of Britain he failed, and whither he was bound. 


| My uncle told him that we had failed from the river 


Thames, and were bound for the ſame place, by the 
way of Jamaica, where he intended to take in a lading 
of ſugar, ER | ro On 
Having fatisfied himſelf in theſe and other parti- 
culars about the ſtate of the war, he gave us to under- 
ſtand, that he had a longing; deſire to reviſit his native 
country, in conſequence of which, he had already 


tranſmitted to Europe the greateit part of his fortune 


in neutral bottoms, and would willingly embark the 
veſt of it with himſelf, in our ſhip, provided the eap- 
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tain had no objection to ſuch a paſſenger, —My uncle 
very prudently replied, that for his part he ſhould be 
glad of his company, if he could procure the conſent 
of the governor, without which he durſt not admit 
him on board, whatever inclination he had to oblige 
him. —The gentleman approved of his diicretion, and 
telling him, that there would be no difficulty in ob- 
taining the connivance of the governor, who was his 


xj friend, ſhifted the converſation to another ſub- 


ect, 
; I was overjoyed to hear his intention, and already 
intereſted myſelf ſo much in his favour, that if he had 
been diſappointed, I ſhould have been very unhappy: 
In the courſe of our entertainment, he eyed me with 
an uncommon attachment; I felt a ſurpriſing attrac- 
tion towards him; when he ſpoke, I liſtened with at- 
tention and reverence; the dignity of his deportment 
filled me with affection and awe; and, in ſhort, the 
emotions of my foul, in preſence of this ſtranger, were 
ſtrong and unaccountable. 
Having ſpent the beſt part of the day with us, he 
took his leave, telling Captain Thoma, that he ſhould 
hear from him in a ſhort time: He was no ſooner gone, 
than I aſked a thouſand queitions about him, of Don 
Antonio, who could give me no other ſatisſaction, than 
that his name was Don Rodriguez, he had lived 15 or 
16 years in theſe parts, was reputed rich, and, f "Lodi 
to have been untortunate in his younger years, becaui 
he was obſerved to nouriſh a penſive melancholy, even 
from the time of his firſt ſettlement ameng them ; 
but that no body had ventured to enquire into the 
cauſe of his ſorrow, in conſideration of his peace, 
which might ſuffer in the recapitulation of his misfor- 
tunes. | 

I was ſeized with an irreſiſtible defire of knowing 
the particulars of his fate, and enjoyed not an hour 
of repoſe, during the whole night, by reaſon. of the 
eager conceptions that inſpired” me, with regard to 
his ſtory, which I reſolved (if poſſible) to learn. 
Next morning, while we were at breakfaſt, three mules, 

richly 
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richly capariſoned, arrived, with a meſſage from Don 
Rodriguez, deliring our company, and that of Don 
Antonio, at his houſe, which was fitnated about ten 
miles further up in the country.—T was pleaſed with 


this invitation, in coniequence of which we mounted 


the mules which he. had provided for us, and alighted 
at his houſe before noon. —lec we were ſplendidly. 
entertained by the gencrous ſtranger, who fill fe med 
to ſhew a particu]: ar regard for me, and, after dinner, 
made me a preſent of a ring ſet with, a beautiful 
amethyſt, the production of that country, ſaying, at 


the fame time, that he was once blefled with a lon, who 


had he lived, would have been nearly of my age. This 


obſervation, delivered with a profound ſigh, made my 
Heart throb with violence; ; a crowd of confuſed ideas 


ruſnhed upon my imagination; which, while J endea- 


voured to unravel, my uncle perceived my abſence of 
thought, and, tapping me on the ſhoulder, fad, 


© Oons! are you aileep, Rory !* Before I had time to 


reply, Don Rodriguez, with an uncommon eagernels 
of voice and look, pronounced, Pray, captain, what 
is the young gentleman's name ?'—* His: name (ſaid 
my uncle,) is Roderick Random.” Gracious 
Powers !' (cried the ſtranger, ſtarting „ ms 
mother's ??——* His mother (anſwered the Captain 


amazed) was called Charlotte Bowling.“ O boun- 


teous heaven! (exclaimed Don Rodriguez, ſpringing 

a- croſs tne table, and claſping me in his arms) my ſon! 
my ſon ! have I found thee again? do I hold thee in 
my embrace, after having loſt and deſpaired of ſeeing 
thee, ſo long: So ſaving, he fel} upon my neck and 
wept aloud with joy; while the power of nature 
operating ſtory in my breaſt, T was loſt in rapture, 
and while he preſſed me to his heart, let fall a ſhower 
of tears in his boſom. —His utterance was choaked up 
a good while, by the agitation of his ſou] ; at length 


he broke out into Myſterious Providence -O my 
dear Charlotte! there yet remains a pledge of our 
love! and ſuoh a pledge !—fo found !—O infinite 


goodnels ! let me adore thy all-wiſe decrees !' Having 
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thus expreſſed himſelf, he kneeled upon the floor, lift. 
ed op his eyes and hands to heaven) and remained 
ſome minutes in a ſilent extacy of devotion 2: I put my- 
ſelf in the ſame poſture, adored the all-goo 3)itpoſer 
in a prayer of mental thankſgiving; and when his 
_ Ejaculation was ended, did homage | to my father and 
craved his parental blefling. He hugged me again 
with unutterable fondneſs, and having implored the 


protection of heaven upon my head, raiſed me from 


the ground, preſented me as his {on te the company, 
who wept in concert over this affecting ſcene. —Among 
the reſt my uncle did not fail diſcovering the goodneis 
and joy of his heart, albert wnuſed to the melting mood; 
he blubbered with great tenderneſs, and, wringing my 
father's hand, cry'd, © Brother Random, I am reJoiced 
| to ſee you—God be praiſed for this happy meeting.'— 

Don Rodriguez, underſtanding that he was his bro- 
ther- in- law, embraced him affectionately, ſaying, 
Are you my Charlotte's brother ?—alas! unhappy 
Charlotte !—but why ſhould I repine ? we ſhall meet 
again, never more to part !—Brother, you are truly 

welcome — Dear ſon, I am tranſported with uaſpeak- 
able joy {—This day is a jubilee—my friends and ſer- 
vants ſhall ſhare my ſatis faction.“ 

While he diſpatched meſſengers to the centlemen i in 
the neighbourhood, to announce this event, and gave 
orders for a grand entertainment, I was ſo much at- 
fected with the tumults of paſſion, which aſſailed me 
on this great, ſudden, and unexpected occaſion, that 1 
fell ick, fevered, and, in leſs than three hours, be- 
came quite delirious; ſo that the preparations were 
countermanded, and the joy of the family converted 
into grief and deſpair. — Phyſicians were inſtantly cal- 
led, I was plentifully blooded in the foot, my lower 

extremities were bathed in a decoction of ſalutiferous 
herbs ; ; in ten hours after I was taken ill, T enjoyed 2 
critical ſweat, and next day, felt no remains of the diſ- 
temper, but an agreeable laſſitude, which did not hin- 
der me from getting up. During the progreſs. of this 
$xrer, which, from the term of ats duration, is called 
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Ephemera, my father never once quitted my bed-ſide, 
but adminiſtered the preſcriptions of the eee, with 


the moſt pious care; while captain Bowling manifeſted 


his concern, by the like attendance.—I no ſooner found 


myſelf delivered from the diſeaſe, than I bethought 
myſelf of my honeſt friend Strap; and reſolving to 
make him happy forthwith, in the knowledge of my 
good fortune, told my father, in general, that I had 


been infinitely obliged to this faithful adherent; and 


begged he would indulge me fo far as to ſend for him, 
without letting him know my happineſs, until he could 7 


receive an account of it from my own mouth, 
My requeſt was inftantly complied with, and a mef- _ 


ſenger, with a ſpare mule, detached to the ſhip, car- 
rying orders from the captain to the mate to ſend the 
ſteward by the bearer. My health being in the mean 
time re-eſtabliſhed, and my mind compoſed, I began 


to reliſh; this important turn of my fortune, in reflecting 


upon the advantages with which it muſt be attended? 


and as the idea of my lovely Narciſſa always joined 
itſelf to every ſcene of happineſs I could imagine, I en- 


tertained myſelf now, with the proſpect of poſſeſſing 
her in that diſtinguiſhed ſphere to which ſhe was in- 


titled by her birth and qualifications. —Having often 1 
mentioned her name while I was deprived of my ſenſes, 


my father gueſſed that there was an iniimate connexion - 
between us, and diſcovering the picture which hung in 


my boſom by a ribbon, did not doubt that it was the | 


reſemblance of my amiable miſtreſs : In this belief he 
was confirmed by my uncle, who told him that it was 
the picture of a young woman to whom I was under 


' promiſe of marriage. —Alarmed at this piece of in- 


formation, Dou Rodriguez took the firſt opportunity 


of queſtioning me about the circumftances of this at- 


fair, which when I had candidly recounted, he ap- 
proved of my paſſion, and promiſed to contribute all 
in his power towards its ſucceſs: though I never doub- _ 
ted his generoſity, I was tranſported on this occaſion, 
and throwing myſelf at his feet, told him, he had now _ 
completed my happineſs ; for without the poſſeſſion of 
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Narciſſa, I ſhould be miſerable among all the pleaſures 
of life.-—He raiſed me with a fmile of pcternal fond- 
neſs ; faid, he knew what it was to be in love; and 
obſerved, that if he had been as tenderly beloved by 


his father as I was by mine, he would not now, per- 


haps have cauſe---Here he was interrupted by a figh, 
the tears ſtood collected in his eyes, he ſuppreſſed the 


dictates of his grief, and the time being opportunate, 


defired me to relate the paſſiges of my life, which my 


uncle had told him were manifold and ſurpriſing.— I 
recounted the moſt material circumſtances of my for- 
tune, to Which he liftened with wonder and attention, 
maniteſting from time to time thoſe different emotions, 


which my different fituations may be füppoſed to have 


raiſed in a parent's breaſt à and when my detail was 
ended, bleſſed God for the adverſity J had undergone, 
which, he said, enlarged the underſtanding, improved 
the heart, ſteeled the conſtitution, and qualified a young 
mon for all the duties and enjoyments of lite, muck 
better than any education which affluence could be- 
When I had thus ſatisfied his curioſity, I diſcovered 
an inclination to hear the particulars of his ſtory, which 
he g1atitied, by beginning with his marriage, and pro- 
ceeding to the day of his diiappearing, as I have re- 


Jared in the firſt pert of my memoirs. © Careleſs of life 


(continued he) and unable to live in a place where 
every object recalled the memory of my dear Charlotte, 
whom 1 had lott through the barbarity of an unnatural 
parent, I took my leave of you, my child, then an 


infant, with an heart full of unutterable woe, but lit- 


tle wuſpetting that my father's unkindneſs would have 
deic:nded to my innocent orphan z and fetting out 
alone, at midnight, for the neareſt ſea-port, early next. 
morning got on board a ſhip bound, as I heard, for 
France, and bargaining with the maſter for my pal- 


ſage, bid a long adieu to my native country, and put 
to ſea with the firſt fair wind. The place of our deſ- 
tination was Granville, but we had the misfortune to 
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ney called the Caſkets, where the ſea running high, 


the ſhip went to pieces, the boat ſunk along: ſide, and 


erery ſoul on board periſhed, except mylelf, who by 


the aſſiſtance of a grating got a-ſhore on the coaſt f 


Normandy : I went directly to Caen, where I was fo 
lucky as to meet with a count whom I had formerly 
known in my travels: With this gentleman, I fet out 


for Paris, where I was recommended by him and other 
Friends, as tutor to a young nobleman, whom I ac- 


companied to the court of Spain. — There we remained 
a whole year, at the end of which my pupil being re- 


called by his father, I quitted my office and ſtaid be- 
hind, by the advice of a certain Spaniſh grandee who 
took me into his protection, and introduced me to 
another nobleman, who was afterwards created Viceroy 


of Peiu,—HRe inſiſted on my attending him to his 
government in the Indies, where, however, by reaſon 
of my religion, it was not in his power to make my 
fortune any other way than by encouraging me to 

trade, which I had not long proſecuted when my pa- 
tron died, and J found myſelf in the midſt of ſtran- 
gers, Without one friend to ſupport or protect me; 
urged by this conßideration, I fold my effects and re- 
moved to this country, the governor of which having 
been appointed by the Viceroy, was my intimate ac- 
quaintance.— Here as heaven proſpered my endeavours, 
during a refidence of ſixteen years, in which my tran- 
quillity was never invaded but by the remembrance of 


your mother, whoſe death J have in ſecret mourned 
Without ceaſing ; and the reflection of you, whole fate I 


could never learn, netwithſtanding all my enquirizes, 
by means of my friends in France, who after the molt 
ſtrict examination, could give me no other account, 
than that yon went abroad ix years ago, and was ne- 
ver after heard of.-—1 could not reſt ſatisfied with this 
imperfect information, and though my hope of find- 
ing you was but languid, refolved to go in queſt of 


you in perion ; for which purpoſe, I have remitted to 


Holland the value of twenty choutand pounds, and 


aui in poſſuſion of fifteen thouſand more, with which 


Qs „ 1 intended 3 


262 THE ADVENTURES OF 
J intended to embark myſelf on board of captain Bow. 
ling, before I diſcovered this amazing ſtroke of Pro- 
vidence, which you may be ſure has not altered my 
intention. 5 | 8 
My father having entertained us with this agreeable 
ſketch of his life, withdrew in order to relieve Don 
Antonio, who in his abſence, had done the honours 
of his houſe; and I was juſt dreſſed for my appear- 
ance among the gueſts, when Strap arrived from the 
hip. 9 | : * 
He no ſooner entered the grand apartment in which 


J was, and ſaw the magnificence of my apparel, than 


his ſpeech was loſt in amazement, and he gapcd in fi- 
| tence at the objects that ſurrounded him.—T took him 


by the hand, obſerved that I had ſent for him to be a 


witncis and ſharer of my hapyineſs, and told him T 
had found a father. —At theſe words he ſtarted, and 
after having continued ſome minutes with his mouth 
and eyes wide open, cried, Aha !—odd, I know what! 
go thy ways, poor Narciſſa, and go thy ways ſomebody 
cile—weli—Lord, what a thing is love ?—God help 
us! are all our mad pranks and proteſtations come to 
this? what! and you have fixed your habitation in 
this diftant land! God proſper you—l find we muſt 
part at laſt for I would not leave my poor carcaſs ſo 
far from my native home, for all the wealth of the 
univerſe! With theſe ejaculations, he began to ſob 
and make wry faces; upon which I aſſured him of his 
miſtake, both in regard to Narciſſa, and my ſtaying at 
Paraguay, and informed him as briefly as I could, of 


the great event which had happened. —Never was rap- 


ture more ludicrouſly expreſſed, than in the behaviour 
of this worthy creature, who cried, laughed, whiſtled, 
ſung and danced, all in a breath; his tranſport as 


ſcarce over, when my father entered, who no ſooner 
underſtood that this was Strap, than he took him by 


the hand, ſaying, * Is this the honeſt man, who be- 
friended you fo much in your diſtreſs ? you are welcome 


zo my houſe, and I ſhall ſoon put it in the power of 


my 
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my ſon to reward you for your good offices in his be- 
half! in the mean time, go with us and partake of 
the repaſt that is provided.“ Strap, wild as he was 
with joy, would by no means accept of the proffered 
honour, crying, © God forbid! I know my diſtance 
your worſhip ſhall excuſe me.“ And Don Rodriguez 
finding his modeſty invincible, recommended him to 


his Major Domo, to be treated with the utmoſt reſpect, 


while he carried me into a large ſaloon, where I was 


preſented to a numerous company, who loaded me with 
compliments and careſſes, and congratulated my father 
in terms not proper tor me to repeat. £50 

Without ſpecifying the particulars of our entertain- 


ment, let it ſuffice to ſay, it was at the fame time elegant = 


and ſumptuous, and the rejoicings laſted two days: 


After which, Don Rodriguez ſettled his affairs, con- 


verted his effects into filver and gold, viſited and took 


leave of all his friends, who were grieved at his depar- 
ture, and honoured me with conſiderable preſents; and 
coming on board of my uncle's (hip, with the firſt favour- 


able wind we failed from the Rio de la Plata, and in 


two months came fafe to an anchor in the harbour of 
Kingſton in the iſland of Jamaica, „ 
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F uy” tf my old friend Thomſon —ave ſet Jail for N 
meet with an odd adwenture arrive in England 
ride acroſs the country From Portſmouth to Suſſex— 
converſe with Mrs. Sagely, who infirms me of Nar- 

cCilſa s being in London—in conſequence of this intelli- 

gence, I proceed ts Canterbury --meet avith my old 
Ab Morgan—arrive at London—wiſ t Narciſa— 
Introduce my faiber to her he is char med with 
her gocd ſenſe and beaquty—ave come to a deter minu- 
tion of demanding ber brother: 5 Conſent io our mar 
rage. 


1 Enquired, as ſoon as J got aſhore, about my gene- 


rous companion Mr. Thomſon; and hearing that 

he lived m a flouriſhing condition, upon the "eſtate 

left to him by his wife's father, who had been dead 

ſome ycars, I took horſe immediately, with the conſent 

of Don Rodriguez, who had heard me mention him 

with great regard, and in a few hours reached tae place 
of his habitation. 


I ſhould much wrong the delicacy of Mr. Thomſon's 


ſentiments, to ſay barely he was glad to fee me: Hz 
felt all that the moſt ſenſible and diſintereſted friend- 
ſhip could feel on this occaſion, introduced me to his 
wife, a ery amiable young lady, who had already 
bleſſed him with two fine children; and being as vet 
ignorant of my cicumſtances, frankly offered me the 


aſſiſtance of his purſe ond intereſt, I thanked him for his 
generous intention, and made him acquainted with my 


ſituation, on wiuch he congratulated me with great jo) . 
and after I had ſtaid with him a whole day and nighu, 
accompanied me back to Kingſton, to wait upen my 

father, whom he invited to his khoule : Don Rodrigues 
complied with his requeſt, and having been handiome- 


ly entertained during the ſpace of a week, returned 


extremely well ſatisfied with the behaviour of my friend 
and his Hay; to whom at parting, he preſented A Valle 
Wa 
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ble diamond ring, as a token of his eſteem. During 
the courle of my converſation with Mr. Thomſon, he 
let me know, that his and my old commander captain 
Oakhum was dead ſome months, and that immediately 
after his death a diſcovery had been made of ſome 
valuable effects that he had feloniouſly ſecreted out of 
a prize, by the aſſiſtance of Dr. Mackſhane, who was 
now. actually in priſon on that account, and being 
_ deftitute of friends, ſubſiſted fojely on the charity of 
my friend, whoſe bounty he had implored in the moſt 
abject manner, after having been the barbarous occa- 
hon of diving him to chat terrible extremity on board 
of the Thunder, which I have formerly related. — 
Wphatſoever this wretch might have been guilty of, 
Japplauded Mr. Thomſon's generoſity towards him 
in his dittre{s, which wrought io much upon me alſo, 
that I ſent him ten pittoles, in ſuch a private manner , 
that he could never know his bene factor. 
While my father and I were carefſed among ths ; 
gentlemen on ſhore, captain Bowling had wrote to his 
owners; by wy packet, which failed a few days after 
our arrival, tgnitfying his proſperous voyage hithertq, 
and defiring them to enſure his ſkip and cargo home- 
ward bound ; : after which he applied him{cl{ ſo hear- 
tily to the loading his ſhip, that with the aſſiſtance of 
Mr. Thomton, the was full in leis than fix weeks, 
This kind gentleman likewiſe procured for Don Ro- 
driguez, b: ills upon London for the greateſt part of 
his Fold and llver, by which means it was ſecured 
agun the riſk of the ſeas and the enemy; and before 
e failed, ſupplied us with ſuch Jarge quantities of all 
Li of ſtock, that not only we, but the whole ſhip's 
company fared tumptuouſly during the voyage. 5 
Every thing being ready, we took our leave of our 
Kind entertainers, and going on board at Port Royal, 
tet fail for England on the firik day of June. —— We 
beat upto windward, with fine eaſy weather ; and one 
night believing ourſelves near Cape 11beroon, lay to, 
lt an intention to W oO and water next morning "he 
- The 
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the bay: While we remained in this ſituation, a ſailor 


having drank more new rum than he could carry, 


ſtaggered overboard, and notwithſtanding all the means 
that could be uſed to preſerve him, went to the bot- 


tom and diſappeared, About two hours after this me- 


lancholy accident happened, as I enjoyed the cool air 
on the quarter-deck, I heard a voice riſing as it were, 
out of the ſea, and calling, Ho, the ſhip, a hoy! 

Upon which, one of the men upon the forecaſtle cried, 
I'll be d—r'd, if that an't Jack Marlinſpike, who 
went over-board !* Not a little ſurprized at this event, 
I jumped into the boat that lay along-ſide, with the 


ſecond mate and four men, and rowing towards the 


place, from whence the voice (which repeated the hail) 
ſeemed to proceed, we perceived ſomething floating 
upon the water; when we had rowed a little farther, 


we diſcerned it to be a man riding upon a hen- coop, 


who ſeeing us approach, pronounced with a hoarſe voice, 


© D—n your bloods ! why did you not anfwer when 1 


hauled ?? Our mate who was a veritable ſcaman, hear- 
ing this ſalute, ſaid, By Gd, my lads, this is none 
of our man—This is the devil—pull away for the ſhip.” 


The fellows obeyed his command, without queſtion, 


and were already fome fathoms on our return, when I 
inſiſted on their taking up the poor creature, and pre - 
vailed upon them to go back to the wreck, which when 
we came near the ſecond time, and ſignified our inten- 


tion, we received an anſwer of, Avaſt, avaſt—what 


ſip, brother ?* being ſatisfied in this particular, he 
cried, * D—n the ſhip, I was in hopes it had been my 


own—where are you bound?“ We gratified his curioſity 


in this too; upon which he ſuffered himſelf to be taken 
on board, and after being comforted with a dram, told 
us, he belonged to the Veſuvio man of war, upon a 
cruize off the iſland of Hiſpaniola ; that he had fallen 
over- board about four and twenty hours ago, and the 
ſhip being under fail, they did not chuſe io bring to, 
but toſſed a hen-coop over board for his convenience, 


upon which he was in good hopes of reaching the Cape 


next morning; howſomever, he was as well content to 
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be a board us, beczuie he did not doubt but that we 
ſhould meet his ſhip; and if he had gone aſhore in the 
bay, he might have been taken priſoner by the French. 
My uncle and father were very much diverted with 
the account of this fellow's unconcerned behaviourz 
and in two days, meeting with the Veſuvio, is he ex- 
| "Eg tent him on board of her according to his de- 
We. | 

Having beat up ſucceſsfully the windward paſſage, 
we ſtretched to the northwaid, and falling in with 
a weſterly wind, in eight weeks arrived in loundings, 
and in two days after made the Lizard.—It is impoth- 
ble to exprets the joy I felt at fight of Engliſh 
ground! Don Rodriguez was not unmoved, and 
Strap ſhed tears of gladneſs.— The ſailors profited by 
our ſatisfaction; the ſhoe that was nailed to the maſt, 
being quite filled with our liberality.— My uncle re- 
ſolved to run up into the Downs at once, but the wind 
ſhifting when we were a-breaſt of the ifle of Wight, 
he was obliged to turn into St. Helens, and come to 
an anchor at Spithead, to the great mortification of 
the crew, thirty of whom were immediately preſſed 
on board of a man of war, 

My father and I went aſhore immediately to Portf- 
mouth, leaving Strap with the captain to go round. 
with the ſhip and take care of our effects; and I dif- 
covered ſo much impatience to ſee my charming Nar- 
ciſſa, that my father permitted me to ride acroſs the 
country to her brother's houſe ; while he ſhould hire 
a poſt-chaiſe for London, where he would wait for me 
at a place to which 1 directed him. 

Fired with all the eagerneſs of paſſion, I took poſt | 
_ that very night, and in the morning reached an inn, 
about three miles from the Squire's habitation. Here 
T remained til} next evening, allaymg the torture of 
my impatience with the rapturous hope of ſeeing that 
divine creatme, after an abſence of eighteen months, 
which fo far from impairing, had raited my love to 
me moſt exalted pitch ! Neither were my reſlections 
| Klee from een that foraetinacs interyenced in 
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ſpire of all my hope, and repreſented her as having 
yielded to the importunity of her brother, and blefſed 
the arms of an happy rival —My thoughts were even 
maddened with the fear of her death; and when I 
arrived in the dark at the houſe of Mrs. 'Sagely, I had 
not for ſome time courage to defire admittance, left 
my ſoul ſhould be ſhocked with diſmal tidings. At 
length, however, I knocked, and no ſooner certified 
the "good gentlewoman of my Voice, than ſhe opened 
the door; and received me with a moſt affectionate 
embrace, that brought tears into her aged eyes: For 


heaven's fake! dear mother, (cried I) tell me, how - 


is Narciſta? is the the fame that 1 left her ?* She 
bleſſed my ears with Rying, © She is as beautiful, in 
as good health, and as much yours as ever. — Tran- 


ſported at this alſurance, [ begged to know it I could 


not ſze her that very night; when this ſage matron 
gave me to underſtand that my miſtreſs was in Lon- 
don, and that things were ſtran gely altered in the 
Squire's houle ſince my departure; that he had been 
married a Whole year to Nlelinda, who at firit found 
means to wean his attention ſo much from Narciſſa, 


that he became quite careleſs of that lovely ſiſter, com- 


forting himielf with the clauſe of his tather's will, 
by which the would forfeit her fortune, if {he ſhould 
marry. wit houg bis conſent that my mittreſs being 
but indiffereuly treated by her lifter-in-law, had made 
ule of her freedom fonie months azo, and gone to 
town, where ſhe was lodged with Mis Williams, 111 
_Exyectation of my arrival; and had. been peſtered 
with the addreſſes of Lord Quiverwit, who finding 


her heart engaged, had fallen upon a great many 


ſhifts, to periuade her that I was dead: but finding 
all his artifices unſucceſsful, and deſpairing of gain. 
ing her affection; he had conſoled himſelf for her in- 
difterence, by marrying another lady ſome weeks ago, 
who had already left him on account of ſome family 
uneaſineſs.—Beſides this intereſting information, ſhe 
told me that there was not a great deal of harmony 
between Melinda and the Squire, who was Jo much 
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diſgnfted at the number of gallants who continued 
to h. ver about her even after mn urge, that he hur- 


ried her down into the country much againſt her in- 


clination, where their mutual animondes had rien to 
ſuch a height, that they preſerved no decency. before 
company or ſervants, but abvied one auother in the 
grofle it terms. | 

This good old genden, to give me a convine- 
ing proof of my deur Narcifft's unalteroble love, gra- 
tified me with a fight of the laſt letter ſhe had {avour- 
ed her with, in which [ was mentioned with fo much 
honour, tenderneſs, and concern, that my ſoul was 
fired with impatience, and I determined to ride all. 
night, that I might have it the ſooner in my power 
to make her happy.—Mrs. Sagely perceiving my ea- 


gernels, and her maternal affection being equally di- 
vided between Narciſſa and me, begged leave to re- 
mind me of the ſentiments with which 1 went a— 
broad, that would not permit me for any ſelfiſh gra- 


tification to prejudice the fortune of that amiable young. 


lady, who muſt entirely depend upon me, after hav- 


ing beſtowed herſelf in marriage. I thanked her for 
her kind concern, and as briefly as poſſible deſcribed | 


my flouriſhing ſituation, which atforded this humane 


perſon infinite wonder and ſatisfaction. I told her 


that now J had an opportunity to manifeſt my grati- 


tude for the obligation I owed, I would endeavour to 
make her old age comfortable "and eaſy z as a ſtep to 
which, I propoſed ſhe ſhould come and live with Nar- 

cifſa and me,—This venerable gentlewoman was fo 
much affected with my words, that the tears ran down 
her ancient cheeks ; the thanked heaven that T had not 

belied the preſages ſhe had made, on ker firſt acquain- 
tance with me; acknowledging my generoſity, as ſhe 
called it, in the moſt elegant and pathetick expreſſi- 


ons; but declined my 1 , on account of her at- 


tachment to the dear melancholy cottage, where ſhe 


ſhad fo peacefully conſumed her ſolitary widow-hood. 


Finding her immoveable on this ſubject, I inſiſted on 
her accepting a pielent of this ty $upeas, and took my 
leave, 
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leave, reſolving to accommodate her with the ſame 
ſum annually, for the more comfortable ſupport of 
the infirmities of age. 

Having rode all night, I found myſelf at Canter- 
bury in the morning, where I alighted to procure 
freſh horſes; and as I walked into the inn, perceived 
an apothecary's ſhop on the other fide of the ſtreet, 
with the name of Morgan over the door: Alarmed 
at this diſcovery, I could not help thinking that my 
old meſs-mate had ſettled in this place; and upon en- 
quiry, found my conjecture true, and that he was 
married lately to a widow of that city, by whom he 
had got three thouſand pounds. Rejoiced at this 
intelligence, I went to his thop as ſoon as it was open, 
and found my friend behind the counter, buſy in pre- 
paring a glyſter. I ſaluted him at entrance, with 
© Your ſervant, Mr. Morgan.” Upon which he look- 
ec at me, and replying, © Your moſt humble ſervant, 

Zoot Sir ;' rubbed his "ingredients i in the mortar, with- 
out any emotion. What! (ſaid I) Morgan, have 


you forgot your old meſs-mate?“ At theſe words, 


he looked up again, and ſtarting, cried, as Cot is 
my—lſure it cannot—yes, by my falfation, I pelieve 
it is my tear friend Mr. Rantom,'—He was no ſooner 
convinced of my identity, than he threw down the 
peſtle, overſet the mortar, and jumping over the 
board, ſwept up the contents with his cloaths, flew 


about my neck, hugged me affectionately, and _ 


ed me all over with turpentine and the yolks of eg 
which he had been mixing when I came in.—Our 3 


tual congratulations being over, he told me that be 


found himſelf a widower upon his return from the 
WMWeſt- Indies; that he had got intereſt to be appointed 
ſurgeon of a man of war, in which capacity he had 


ſerved ſome years, until he married an apothecary's 


widow, with whom he now enjoyed a pretty good tum 


of money, pegce and quict, and an. indifferent good 
trade. —He was very defirous of hearing my alye n- 


tures, which I aſſured him I had not time to relate, 
but told him in enen, my circumſtances were very 


good, 
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tain her in a faſhionable manner, and expreſſed a de- 
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5 and that I hoped to fee him when I ſhould not 
be in ſuch a hurry as at preſent.—He inſiſted howe- 
ver on my ſtaying breakfaſt, and introduced me to 
his wife, who ſeemed to be a decent, ſenfible woman, 
pretty well ſtricken in years. In the courſe of our 
converſation, he ſhewed the fleeve-buttons, I had ex- 
changed with him at our parting in the Weſt-Indies, 
and was not a little proud to fee that I had preſerved 
his with the fame care. When I informed him of 
Mackſhane's condition, he ſeemed at firſt to exult 
over his diftreſs; but after a little recolleQion, he 
ſaid, Well, he has paid me for bis malice, I forgife 
him, and may Cot forgife him likewiſe.” He ex- 
preſſed great concern for the ſoul of captain Oakhum, 
which he believed was now gnaſhing its teeth: but it 
was ſome time before I could convince him of Thom 
ſon's being alive, at whoſe good fortune nevertheleſs 
he was extremely glad. B cre as 
Having rerfewed our proteſtations of friendſhip, T ' 
bid the honeſt Welſhman and his ſpouſe farewel, and 
taking poſt horſes, arrived at London that ſame night, | 
where I found my father in good health, to whom I 
imparted what I had learned of Narciſſa.— This in- 
dulgent parent approved of my intention of marry- 
ing her, even without a fortune, provided her bro- 
ther's conſent could not be obtained; promiſed to 
make over to me in a few days, a ſufficiency to main- 


fre of ſeeing this amiable creature who had captivat- 
ed me ſo much. — As I had not ſlept the night before, 
and was beſides fatigued with my journey, I found 
myſelf under a neceſſity of taking ſome repoſe, and 
went to bed accordingly : next morning about ten 
o'clock, I took a chair, and according to Mrs. Sage- 
Iy's directions, went to my charmer's lodgings, and 
enquired for Miſs Williams.—I had not waited in 
a parlour longer than a minute, when this young wo- 
man entered, and no ſooner perceived me, than ſhe 
ſhrieked and rad backward; I got between her and 
the door, and claſping her in my arms, brought _—_ M 

| 1 =." mar 1 


% THE ADVENTURES. OF 
herſelf by an embrace. Good heaven, (cried ſhe) 
Mr. Random, is it you, indeed? mv _milirels will 
run diſtracted with joy. —I told her, it was from an 
apprehenhon that my ſudden appearance wont have 
ſome bad effect on my dear Narcifis, that I had delived 
ro ſee her firſt, in order to concert fome method of 
acquainting her miltrets gradually with my arrival, 
She approved of my conduct, an after having vield- 
ed to the ſuggeſtions of her own friendthip, in atkins 
if my voyage had been ſucceſsful, charged herſelf with 
that office, and left me glowing with deſire of ſects 
and embracing the object of my love, In a very lit- 
tle time I heard ſomebody coming down ſtairs in haite, 
and the voice of my angel pronounce, with an enger 
tone, O heaven! is it poſſible ! where is he?“ How 
were my faculties arouſed at this well-known found ! 
and how was my ſoul tranſported, when the broke in 
upon my view, in all the bloom of ripened beauty! 
Grace was in all her fleps, heaven in her eye, in e ve- 
Ty gefture dignity and lobe! - Vou whoſe ſouls are 
ſuſceptible of the moſt delicate impreſſions, whoſe ten- 
der boſoms have felt the affecting viciſſitudes of love, 
who have ſuffered an abſence of eighteen long monchs 
from the dear object of your hope, and found at your 
return the melting fair, as kind and conſtant as your 
heart could wiſh ; do me juſtice on this occaſion, and 
conceive what vnutterable rapture poſſeſſed us both, 
while we flew into one another's arms! This was no 
time for ſpeech, —locked in a mutual embrace, we 
continued ſome minutes in a ſilent trance of joy !— 
When I thus encircled all that my foul held dear, 
while I hung over her beautics, —beheld her eyes ſpar- 
Kle, and every feature fluſh with virtuous fondnels ; 
when I ſaw-ker enchanting boſom heave with undiliem- 
_ bled rapture, and knew myſelf the happy cauſe— 
Heaven! what was my ſituation I am tempted to 
commit my paper to the flames, and to renounce my 
pen fur ever, becauſe its moſt ardent and lucky ex- 
prefſion fo poorly deſcribes the emotions of my ſoul. 
O adorable Narciſſa! (cxied I) O miracle of Wav. 
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dove and truth! I at laſt can call thee wine! Nu. jea- 
lous brother ſhall thwart our happine!s again; forinne 
hath at length recompenſed me for all my ſafferings, 
and enabled me to do juſtice to my love.—'The dear 
creature ſmiled ineffably charming, and with a look 
of bewitching tenderneſe, ſaid, And ſhall we never 
part again? —“ Never! (I replied) thou wondrous 
pattern of all earthly perfection! never, until death 
Mall divide us! by this ambroſial kiſs, a thoufand 
ties more fragrant than the breeze that ſweeps the 
orange grove, I never more will leave thee.” 

As my firſt tran{port abated, my paſſion grew tur- 
bulent and unruly. I was giddy with ſtanding on 
the brink of bliſs, and all my virtue and philotophy 
were ſcarce ſufficient 10 reſtrain the inordinate ſallies 


of deſire.—Narciſſa perceived the conflict within me, 


and with her utnal dignity of prudence, called off my 
imagination from the object in view, and with eages 
expreſſions of intereſted curiolity, deſired to know the q 
particulars, of my voyage.—ln this I gratined her in- 
clination, bringing my ſtory down to the preſent hours | 
She was infinitely ſurprized at the circumſtances of my 
finding my father, which brought tears into her love- 
ly eyes. She was tr 2n{ported at hearing that he ap- 
proved my flame, diſcovered a Jonging deſire. of being 
introduced to him, congratulated herſelf and me upon 
my good fortune, and obſerved that this great and un- 


expected tiroke of fate ſeemed to have been brought 


about by the immediate direction of Providence. 
Having entertained ourſelves ſome hours with the ge- 
nuine effuſions of our ſouls, I obtained her conſent to 
compleat my happineſs As ſoon as my father ſhould 
judge it proper; and applying with my own hands a 
valuable necklace, compoſed of diamonds and ame- 
thyſts ſet aliernately, which an old Spaniih lady at 
Paraguay preſented me with, I took my leave, pro- 
miſing to return in the afternoon with Don Rodriguez. 
—When I went home, this generous parent enquired 
very affectionately about the health of my dcar Nar- 
citla, to whom that I might be the more onde; 
D 
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herſelf by an embrace. © Good heaven, (cried ſhe) 
Mr. Random, is it you, indeed? my milirels wit 
run diſtracted with joy. —I told her, it was from an 
apprehenhon that my ſudden appearance would nave 
ſome bad effect on my dear Narciſſa, that I hi delved 
ro ſee her firſt, in order to concert fome metho of 


acquainting her miſtrets gradually with my arrival, 


She approved of my conduct, and after having vicid- 
ed to the ſuggeſtions of her on friendthip, in alk 
if my voyage had been fucce{sful, charged hericlt with 
that office, and left me glowing with deſire of ſceing 

and embracing the object of my love. In a very lit- 
tle time I heard ſomebody coming down ftairs in haite, 
and the voice of my angel pronounce, with an eager 
tone, O heaven! is it poſſible } where is he?“ How 
were my faculties arouſed at this well-known found ! 
and how was my ſoul tranſported, when the broke m 
upon my view, in all the bloom of ripened beauty ! 

Grace was in all ber fleps, heaven in her eye, in evc- 

ry geflure dignity and love !—You whoſe fouls arz 
{uſceptible of the moſt delicate impreſſions, whoſe ten- 
der boſoms have felt the affecting viciſſitudes of love, 
who have ſuffered an abſence of eighteen long months 
trom the dear obje& of your hope, and found at your 
return the melting fair, as kind and conſtant as your 

heart could wiſh ; do me juſtice on this occaſion, and 

- conceive what vnutterable rapture poſſeſſed us both, 

while we flew into one another's arms! This was no 

time for ſpeech, —locked in a mutual embrace, we 
continued ſome minutes in a filent trance of joy !— 

When T thus encircled all that my foul held dear, 


kle, and every feature fluſh with virtuous fondnels ; 
when 1 ſaw her enchanting boſom heave with undillem- 
bled rapture, and knew myſelf the happy cauſe— 
Heaven ! what was my fituation I am tempted to 
commit my paper to the flames, and to renounce my 
pen for ever, becauſe its moſt ardent and lucky ex- 
preſſion ſo poorly deicribes the emotions of my ſoul. 


O adorable Narcifla ! (cried 1) O miracle of . 
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while J hung over her beautics, —beheld her eyes ſpar- 
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love and truth! I at laft can call thee mine! no jca— 
tous brother ſhall thwart our happineſs again; formne 
hath at length recompenied me for all my ſatferings, 
and enabled me to do juſtice to my love. — The dear 
creature ſmiled ineffably 9 g, and with a look 
of bewitching tenderneſs, laid, And fthall we never 
part again? —“ Never! (I replied) thou wondrous 
pattern of all earthly perfection! never, until death 
Mall divide us! by this ambroſial kiſs, a thoufand 
times more fragrant than the breeze that ſweeps the 
orange grove, I never more will! leave thee.” 

As my firſt tran{port abated, my pation grew tur- 
bulent and unruly. I was giidy with ſtanding on 
the brink of blits, and ali my viitue and phifofophy 
were ſcarce ſuflicient 10 reſtrain the inordinate ſallies 
of deſire.—Narciſſa perceived the conflict within me, 
and with her ufnal dignity of prudence, called off my 
imagination from the object in view, and with eages 
expreſſions of intereſted TUNG, deſired to know the 
particulars of my voyage. -In this I gratified her in- 
elination, bringing my ſtory down to the preſent hours 
She was infinitely ſurprized at the circumſtances of my 
finding my father, which brought tears into her love- 
ly eyes. She was tranſported at hearing that he ap- 
proved my flame, diſcovered a longing defire of being 
introduced to him, congratulated herſelf and me upon 
my good fortune, and obſerved that this great and up- 


expected ſtroke of fate ſeemed to have been brought 


about by the immediate direction of Providence. — 
Having entertained ourſelves ſome hours with the ge- 
nuine effuſions of our ſouls, I obtained her conient to 
compleat my happineſs as ſoon as my father ſhould 
judge it proper; and applying with my own hands a 
valuable necklace, compoſed of diamonds and ame- 


| thyſts ſet alternately, which an old Spaniih lady ag 


Paraguay preſented me with, I took my leave, pro- 
miſing to return in the afternoon with Don Rodriguez. 
—When I went home, this generous parent enquired 


very affectionately about the health of my dear Nar- 


cifla, to whom that I might be the more agreeable, 
| he 
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he put into my hand a deed, by which I found myſelf 
in poſſeſſion of fifteen thouſand pounds, excluſive of 
the profits of my own merchandize, which amounted 
to three thouſand more. After dinner I accompanied 
him to the lodging of my miſtreſs, who being dreſſed 
for the occaſion, made a moſt dazzling appearance. I 
could perceive him ftruck with her figure, which I 
really think was the molt beautiful that ever was creat- 
ed under the ſun.—He embraced her tenderly, and 
told her, he was proud of having a fon who had ſpi- 
rit to attempt, and qualifications to engage, the affec- 
tions of ſuch a fine lady.—She bluſhed at this com- 
pliment, and with eyes full of the ſofteſt languiſhment 
turned upon me, ſaid, ſhe would have been unworthy 
of Mr. Random's attention, had ſhe been blind to his 


extraordinary merit. —1 made no other anſwer than 2 


low body. My father fighing, pronounced, * Such 
once was my Charlotte l' while the tear ruſhed into 
his eye, and the tender heart of Narcitſa manifeſted 
itſelf in two precious drops of lympathy, which, but 
for his preſence, I would have kiſied away. Without 
repeating the particulars of our converſation, I ſhall 
only obſerve, that Don Rodriguez was as much charm- 


ed with her good ſenſe, as with her appearance; and 


| ſhe was no leſs pleaſed with his underſtanding and po- 
lite addreſs. —It was determined, that he ſhould write 
to the Squire, ſignifying his approbation of my paſſi- 
on for his ſiſter, and offering a ſettlement which he 
ſhould have no reaſon to reject ; and that, if he ſhould 
refuſe the propoſal, we would crown our mutual 
wiſhes without any farther regard, os 
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My father makes a preſent to Narciſſa—the letter is 
dijpatched io her brother —I appear among my ac- 
 quaintance—Banter's brhawiour—the Squire refuſes 
hi conſent—my uncle comes to town—approves of 
my choice I am ma rried -a meet the Squire and 
his lady at play—our acquaintance is courted. 


An ſpent the evening to the ſatisfac- 


tion of all preſent, my father addrefied himſelf 
thus to Narciſſa: Madam, give me leave to conh- 
der you hereafter as my daughter, in which capacity 
I infift upon your accepting this firſt inſtance of my 
paternal duty and affettion.” With theſe words, he 


put into her hand a bank-note for 5ooJ. which the no 


ſooner examined, than with a low curteſy ſhe replied, 
Pear Sir, though I have not the leaſt occaſion for 


this ſupply, I have too great a veneration for you, 


to refuſe this proof of your generoſity and eſteem, 
which I the more freely receive, becauſe I already look 
upon Mr. Random's intereſt as inſeparably connected 
with mine.“ He was extremely well pleaſed at her 
frank and ingenuous reply, upon which we ſaluted, 
and wiſhed her good night, —The letter, at my re- 
queſt, was diſpatched to Suſſex by an expreſs, and in 
the mean time, Don Rodriguez, to grace my nuptials, 
hired a ready furniſhed houſe, and ſet up a very hand- 

Though I paſſed the greateſt part of the day with 
che darling of my foul, I found leiſure ſometimes 


to be among my former acquaintance, who were aſto- 
niſhed at the maguilicence of my appearance: Banter 


in particular was confounded at the ſtrange viciſſi- 
tudes of my fortune, the cauſes of which he endea- 
voured in vain to diſcover, until I thought fit to diſ- 
cloſe the whole ſecret of my laſt voyage, partly in 


conſideration of our former intimacy, and partly to 


prevent unfavourable conjectures which he and others, 
9 8 | | e 
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in all probability, would have made in regard to my 
circumiſtances. He profeited great latisfaction at this 
piece of news, and ] had no cauſe to believe him in— 
fincere, when I conſiderte that he would now look 
upon himfelf as acquitted of the debt he ovied me, 
and at the imine time fatter himſelf with hopes of bor- 
rowing more. I cart ied him home to dinner with me, 
and iny father liked his converſation ſo much, that 
upon hearing his difficulties, he deſired me to accom— 
modate him tor the preſent, and enquire if he would 
accept of a commitiion in the army, towards the pur- 
chate of which he would willingly lend him money, 
Accordingly, I gave my friend an opportunity of be— 
ing alone with me, when, as I expected, he told me 
that he was juſt on the point of being reconciled 10 
an old rich uncle, whoſe heir he was, but wanted a 
few pieces for immediate expence, which he detired I 
would lend him, and take his bond for the whole, 
His demand was limited to ten guineas 3 and when | 
put twenty into his hands, he ſtared at me for ſome 
moments, then putting it into his purſe, {aid, © Av, 
*tis all one,—you'll have the whole in a very ſhort 
15 time.“ When I had taken his note to ſave the ex- 
pence ofa bond, ] expreiled ſome ſurprize that a fel- 
low of his ſpirit ſhould loiter away his time in ze e. 
neſs, and aſked why he did not chooſe to make his 
fortune in the army.— What! (ſaid he) throw away 
money upon a ſubaltern's commiſſion, to be under 
the command of a parcel of ſccundrels, who have 


raiſed themſelves above me by the mot infamous price. 


tices ! no, I love independency, too well to ſacrifice 
my life, health and pleature for tuch a pitiful conſi— 
deration.” Finding him averle to this way of lite, 1 
changed the ſubject, and returned to Don Kodrigucz, 
who had juit received. the following epiitle from tus 
Squire. 

SIN, | 

5 oncerning a letter which I reccived, ſubſcrib'4 

R. Random, this is the anſwer. — As for you [ 

know nothing of you, Your lon, or e fon, 
| | I hart 
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I have feen z—if he marries my ſiſter, at his peril be 
it; I do declare, that he ſhall not have ond farthing 
of her fortune, which becomes my property if ſhe 
takes a huſband without my conſent.— Vour ſettle- 
ment, I do believe, is all a ſham, and yourſelf no 
better than you ſhould be; but if you had all the 
wealth of the Indies, your ſon ſhal! never match in 
| _ Orſon Fopthall.” 

My father was not much ſurprized at this polite 
letter, after having heard the character of the author: 
and as for me, I was even pleaſed at his refuta] be- 
cauſe I now had an opportunity of ſhewing my diſ- 
intereſted love. By his permiffion I waited on my 
charmer; and having imparted the contents of her 
brother's letter, at which ſhe wept bitterly, in ipite of 


all my conſolation and careſſes, the time of our m rri- 


age was fixed, at the diſtance of two dars. During 
this interval, in which my ſoul was wound up to the 
laſt ſtretch of rapturous expectation, Narciſſa endea- 


vcured to reconcile foie of her relations in town to 
Her marriage with me, but finding them all deaf to 


her remonſtrances, either out of envy or prejudice z 
the told me with the moſt enchanting ſweetneſs, while 
the tears bedewed her lovely cheeks, Sure the world 
will no longer queſtion your generolity, when you 
take a poor foilotn beggar to your arms.*—A fﬀected 
with her ſorrow, I prefied the fair mourner to my 
breaſt, and ſwore that ſhe was more dear and welcome 
on that account, becauſe ſhe had ſacrificed her friends 
and fortune to her love fur me. My uncle, for 
whoſe character ſhe had a great veneration, being by 
this time come to town, I introduced him to my bride 
and although he was not very much ſubject to refined 
ſenſatione, he was ſtruck dumb with admiration at her 


| beauty, After having kiſſed and gazed at her for ſome 


time, he turned to me, ſaying, * Odds hobs, Rory! 


here's a notable prize indeed, finely built and glori- 


ouſly rigged, I faith! if ſhe an't well manned when 2 
vou have the command 5 her, ſirrah, you deſerve to 
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go to ſea in a cockle-ſhell.—— No offence, I hope, 
niece 3 you mult not mind what I fay, being (as the 
ſaying is) a plain ſeafaring man, thof mavhap I have 
as much regard for you as another.”——She received 
him with great civility, told him, ſhe had longed 
reat while to ſee a perſon to whem ſhe was ſo much 
indebted for his generoſity to Mr. Random, that flic 
looked upon him as her uncle, by which name ſhe 
begged leave to call him for the futme, and that flr: 
was very ſure he could ſay nothing that wonld giie 
her the leaſt offence. The honeſt captain was trans 
Ported at her courteous behaviour, and infifted upon 
giving ber away at the ceremony, ſwearing that he 
loved her as well as if fhe was his own child, and 
that he would give two thouſand guineas to the fit 
fruit of our love, as ſoon as it could fqueak,—Every 
thing being prepared for the folemnization of our nup- 


tials, which were to be performed privately at my fu. 


ther's houſe, the auſpicious hour arrived, when Don 

Rodriguez and my uncle went in the coach to fetch the 
bride and Miſs Williams; leaving me with a parton, 
Banter and Strap, neither of whom had as yet {cen 

any charming miſtreſs.— My faithful valet, who was 
on the rack of impatience to behold a lady of whom 
he had heard ſo much, no ſooner underſtood that the 
coach was returned, than he placed himſelf at a win 
dow to have a peep at her as ſhe alighted 3 and when 
he ſaw her, he clapped his hands together, turned up 
the white of his eyes, and with his mouth wide open, 
remained in a fort of extaſy, which broke out into, 
O Dea certe !—qualis in Eurotæ Tipis, aut per jugs 
Cyntbhi exercet Diana choros !'—The doctor and Ban- 
ter were ſurprized to hear my man ſpeak Latin, but 
when my father led Narciſſa into the room, the object 
of their admiration was ſoon changed, as appeared in 
the countenance of both. — | 
been the moſt inſenſible of all beings, could they have 
beheld without emotion the divine creature that ap- 
| proacked ! She was dreſſed in a ſack of white ſattin, 

3 e EO . _ embroidered 


Indeed they muſt have 
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embroidered on the breaſt with gold ; the crown of 
0 her head was covered with a ſmall French cap, from 
i | whence deſcended her beautiful hair in ringlets, that 
1 waved upon her ſnowy neck, Which dignified the neck - 
U | Jace I had given her; her looks glowed with modeſty. 
5 and love; and her boſom, through the veil of gauze 
10 that ſhaded it, afforded a proſpect of Elyſium !—I re- 
by cCelved this ineſtimable gift of Providence as became 
0 me ; and in alittle time the clergyman did his office, 
1 my uncle at his own earneſt requeſt, acting the part 
0 of a father to my dear Narciſſa, who trembled very 
u | much, and had ſcarce ſpirits ſufficient to ſupport her 
1 | under this great change of fituation.——Soon as ſhe 
5 was mine by the laws of heaven and earth, I printed 
15 a burning kiſs upon her lips, my father embraced her 


tenderly, my uncle hugged her with great affection, 
8 and I preſented her to my friend Banter, who ſaluted 


4 her in a very polite manner; Miſs Williams hung 
I's round her neck, and wept plentifully ; while Strap 
n. tell upon his knees, and begged to kiſs his lady's 
8 hand, which ſhe preſented with great affability.—— 
5 ſhall not pretend to deſcribe my own feelings at this 
= juncture; let it ſuffice to ſay, that after having ſup- 
ne ped and entertained ourſelves till ten o'clock, I cauti- 
n. oned my Narciſſa againſt expoſing her health by fitting 
op too late, and ſhe was prevailed upon to withdraw 
ap i with her maid to an apartment deſtined for us, —— 
9 Whea the left the room, her face was overſpread with 
1 bluſh that ſet all my blood in a ſtate of fermenta- 
ho tion, and made every pulſe beat with tenfold vigour !. 
. She was fo cruel as to let me remain in this condi- 
ut tion a full half hour; when, no longer able to re- 
-& {trajn my impatience, I broke from the company, 
hs burit into her chamber, puſhed out her confidante, 
on locked the door, and found her O heaven and 
1 eartli! a feaſt, a thouſand times more delicious than 
p- my molt ſanguine hope preſaged ! Eut let me not 
n, prokane the chatte myſteries of Hymen I was the hap- 


ec pieſt of men. 
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In the morning I was awaked by three. or four 
drums, which Banter had placed under the window ; 
upon which I withdrew the curtain, and enjoyed the 
unſpeakable ſatisfaction of contemplating thoſe an- 

elic charms, which were now in my poflethon ! 
Beauty which, whether fleeping or awake, 2 
forth; 3 graces /—The light darting upon my 
Narcifla's eyes, ſhe awoke alſo, and recollecting her 


 fituation. hid her bluſhes in my boſom. —I was dif- 


trated with joy ! 1 could not believe the evidence of 
my {enies 3; and looked upon all that had happened 


zs the fictions of a dream! In the mean time my un- 
cle knocked at the door, and bid me turn out, for I 
had had a long ipell.——1 got up accordingly, and 
ſent Mifs Williams to her miſtreſs, myſelf receiving 


the congratulations of captain Bowling, who. rallied 
me in his ſea phraſe, with great. ſucceſs. ——In lets 
than an hour, Dou Rodriguez led my wife in to 


| breakfaſt, where ſhe received the compliments of the 
company on her looks, which, they ſaid, if poſſible, 
were improved by matrimony. was her delicate ears 


were offended with none ot thoſe indecent ambiguities, 


which are too often ſpoke on uch occaſions, the be- 


haved with digrity, unaffe&ted modeſty, and eaſe ; 


and as a teſtimo: * of my affection and eſteem, I pre- 
ſented her, in prejence ef them all, with a deed, by 


which I. ſettled the whole fortune I Was poſſeſſed of, 


on. her and her heirs for ever.She accepted it with a 


2 of molt tender acknowledgment, obſerved that 
e could not be turprized at any "thing of this kind I 
ſhould do, anc defired my father to take the trouble of 


| keeping it, ſaying, Next to my own Mr. Random, 


you ate the perlon in whom I ought to have the 


great ſt confidence.“ Charmed with her prudent ani 
1genuous manner of proceeding, he took the paper! 
and aſſured her, that it ſhould not loſe its value, while | 

in his cuſtody. | 
As we had not many vikes to give and receive; the 

z little time we h in town was s ſpent 1 in going 10 mw 
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lick diverſions, where, I have the vanity to think Nar- 
ciſſa ſeldom was eclipſed, —One night, in particular, 
we had tent our footman to keep one of the ſtage box- 
es, which we no ſooner entered, than we perceived in 


the oppoſite box the Squire and his Iady, who ſeemed 
not a little ſurprized at ſeeing us. I was pleaſed at 
this opportunity of confronting them; the more, be- 


cauſe Melinda was robbed of all her admirers by my 


wife, who happened that night to outſhine her ſiſter 


both in beauty and dreſs. She was piqued at Narciſ- 
ſa's victory, toſſed her head a thouſand different ways, 
flirted her fan, looked at us with diſdain, then whiſ- 
pered to her huſband, and broke out into an affected 
giggle; but all her arts proved ineffectual, either to 


diſcompoſe Mrs. Random, or to conceal her own mor- 


tification, which at length forced her away long before 


the play was done, The news of our marriage being 


ſpread, with many circumitances to our diſadvantage, 


by the induſtry of this malignant creature, a certain 


ſet of perſons fond of ſcandal, began to enquire into 


the particulars. of my n which they no ſooner 


underitood to be independent, than the tables were 
turned, and our acquaintance was courted as much as 
it had been deſpiſed before: But Narciſſa had too much 
dignity of pride to encourage this change of conduct, 
elpecially in her relations, whom ſhe could never be 
prevailed upon to ſee, after the malicious Rong hey 
had raiſed to her rages dic 
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My father intends 10 wiſt the place of his nativity—we | 


propoſe to accompany bim—my uncle renews his will 


in my favour, determining to go to ſea again 
ſet out for Scotland—arrive at Edinburgh—purchaſe 


_ our paternal eflaie—proceed to it—halt at the town 


here I was educated—take up my bond to Crab 


the behaviour of Potion and his wife, and one of my 


Female couſins —our reception at the eflate—--Strap 


marries miſs Williams, and ts ſettled by my fa- 


bapfy. 


ther to his own ſati faction] am more and more 


and pay the tribute of a few tears at my mo- 


ther's grave, Marciſſa and I reſolved to accompany 


him in the execution of this pious office, and accord- 
_ ingly prepared for the journey; in which, however, 
my uncle would not engage, being reiolved to try his 
fortune once more at ſea. In the mean time, he re- 
newed his will in favour of my wie and me, and de- 
poſited it in the hands of his brother-in-law : While 
T (that I might not be wanting to my own intereſi) 


ſummoned the Squire to produce his father's will at 
Doctor's Commons, and employed a proctor to manage | 


the affair in my abſence, 


| Every thing being thus (ettled, we took leaye of all. 
our friends in London, and ſet out for Scotland, Don 
Rodriguez, Narciſſa, Miſs Williams, and I in the 


coach, and Strap with two men in livery on horſeback : 
As we made eaty ſtages, my charmer held it out very 
well, till we arrived at Edinburgh, where we propoled 
to reſt ourſelves ſome weeks. People of our figure 
could not fail of attracting the notice of ſuch a ſmal! 


place, where, as ſoon as our family was known, we jr 
_ were loaded with careſſes, and Narciſſa was ſo muct: 
pleaſed with the civilities ſho received, that the pro 


teſt ed 
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X AV father intending to reviſit his native country, 
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tefted ſhe would never deſire to live in any other part 
of the world. 

Here Don Rodriguez having intelligence chat his 
nephew the fox- hunter had ſpent his eſtate, which 
was to be expoſed to ſale by public auction, he de- 
termined to make a purchaſe of the ſpot where he was 


e and actually N the whole of his father's 


In a few days after the baipain was s made, we left 


Edinburgh, in order to go and take poſſeſſion ; and by 
the way, halted one night in the town where I was 
educated. pon enquiry, I found that Mr. Crab was 
dead; whereupon I ſent for his executor, paid the 
fam 1 awed, with intereſt, and took up my bond, 
Mr. Potion 100 his wife, hearing of our arrival, had 
the affurance to come to the inn where we lodged, and 
ſend up their names, with a deſire of being permitted 
to pay their reſpects to my father and me: But their 
ſordid behaviour towards me, when I was an orphan, 
had made too deep an impreſſion on my mind to be 
effaced by this mean mercenary piece of condeſcenſion; 
J therefore rejected their meſſage with diſdain, and 
bid Strap tel] them, that my father and I deſired to 
have no communication with, ſuch low- minded cds : 
28 they were. 
They had not been gone half an ORR when a wo- 
man, without any ceremony, opened the door of the 
room where we tat, and making towards my father, 
accofted kim with, Uncle your ſervant II am glad 
to ſce y.. This was no other than one of my fe- 
inale conſins mentioned in the firſt part of my me- 
mois, to whom Don Rodriguez replied, Pray, who 
ate you, madam ? - O! (cried ſhe) my couſin Rory 
there, knows me very weil—Don't you remember me 
Rory ?'—* Yes, madam, (ſaid I) for my own part I 
mall never forget you. Sir, this js one of the young 
ladies, who (as I have forigerly told you) treated me 
10 humanely in my childhood !'—When I pronounced 
thele words, my father's reſentment glowed in his 
| vilage, | 
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viſage, and he ordered her to begone, with ſuch 4 


commanding aſpect, that ſhe retired in a fright, mut- 
tering curſes as ſhe went down ſtairs: We afterwards 
learned that ſhe was married to an enſign, who had 
already ſpent all her fortune; and that her filter 
had bore a child to her mother's footman, who is 
now her huſband, and keeps a petty ale-houle in that 
country, | 

"The flows of our flouriſhing condition having arri- 
ved at this place before us, we got notice that the ma- 
giſtrates intended next day to compliment us with the 
freedom of their town; upon which my father conſi- 
dering their complaiſance in the right point of view, 
ordered the horſes to the coach carly i in the morning 
when we proceeded to our eſtate, which lay about a do- 
zen miles from this place. 
When we came within half a league of the honſe, 
we were met by a prodigious number of poor tenants, 


ay, 
men, women and children, who teitified their joy by 


loud acclamatons, and accompanied our coach to the 


gate, As there is no part of the world, in which the 
peaſants are more atrached to their Lords, than in 
Scotland, we were almoſt devoured by their affection, 


in getting out of the coach: My father had always 


been their favourite, and now that he appeared their 
maſter, after being thought dead ſo long, their joy 


broke out into a thouſand extravagancies: When we 


got into the court-yard, we were ſurrounded by a vaſt 


number, who crouded together ſo cloſely to ſee us, that 


ſeveral were in danger of being ſqueezed to death; 
thoſe who were near Don Rodriguez fell upon their 


knees, and kiſſed his hand, or the hem of his garment, 


praying aloud for long life and proſperity to him; o- 
thers approached Narciſſa and me in the ſame manner 
while the reſt clapped their hands at a diſtance, * 


invoked heaven to ſhower its choiceſt bleſſings on our 


heads !—In ſhort, the whole ſcene, though rude, was 


ſo affecting, that the gentle partner of my heart wept 
over it, and my father himſelf could not refrain from 
Sropping a teaſe. 


| Having 
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Hlaving welcomed his daughter and me to his honle, 
he ordered ſome bullocks to be killed, and ſome hog- 
ſheads of ale to be brought from the neighbouring vil- 
lage, to regale thoſe hone!t people, who had not en- 
joyed ſuch a holyday for many years before. | 

Next day we were viſted by the gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood, moſt of them our relations, one of 
whom brought along with him my couſin the fox- 
hunter, who had ſtaid at his houſe, ſince he was o- 
pliged to leave his own, My father was generous e- 
nough to receive him kindly, and even promiſed to 
_ purchaſe for him a commiſſion in the army, at which 
he expreſſed great thankfulneſs and joy. 

My charming Narciſſa was univerſally admired and 
loved for her beauty, affability and good ſenſe; and 
ſo well pleaſed with the ſituation of the place, and the 
company around, that ſhe has not yet diſcovered the 
leaſt dehre of changing her habitation. 


We had not been many dayz ſettled, when I pre- 
vailed upon my father to pay a viſit to the village 
where I had been at hook,” Here we were received 
by the principal inhabitants, who entertained us in 
the church, where Mr. Syntax, the ſchool-maſter (my 
tyrant being dead) pronounced a Latin ſpeech in ho- 
nour of our family: And none exerted themſelves more 
than Strap's father and relations, who looked upon 
the boneſt valet as the firſt gentleman of their race, 
and honoured his benefactors accordingly.—Having re- 
_ ceived the homage of this place we retired, leaving 
Forty pounds for the benefit of the poor of the pariſh; 
and that very night, Strap being a little elevated with 
the regard that had been ſhewn to him, and to me on 
his account, ventured to tell me, that he had a ſneak- 
ing kindneſs for Miſs Williams, and that if his lady 
and I would uſe our intereſt in his behalf, he did not 


doubt that ſhe would liſten to his addreſſes. Surprized 5 


at this propoſal, I aſked if he knew the ſtory of that 
unfortunate young gentlewoman : Upon which he re- 


plied, © Yes, yes, I know what you mean——ſhe has 


been unhappy I grant you—but what of that? I am 
„ 1 | convinced 
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convinced of her reformation; or elſe you and my 
good Jady would not treat her with ſach reſpect As 
for the cenſure of the world, I value it not a fig's- 
end, beſides the world knows nothing of the matter.“ 
1 commented his philoſophy, and intereſted Narciſſa 
in his cauſe; who interceded ſo effectually, that in a 
little time, Miſs Williams yielded her conſent, and 
they were married with the approbation of Don Ro— 
driguez, who gave him five hundred pounds to tock a 
farm, and made him overſeer of his eſtate. My 
generous bed-fellow gave her maid the ſame ſum ; 
fo that they live in great peace and plenty, within 
half a mile of us, and A give up prayers for our 
preſervation. 
If there be ſuch a thing as true happineſs on earth, 
I enjoy it.— The impetuous tranſports of my paſſion 
are now ſ{cttled and mellowed into endearing fondneſs 
and tranquillity of love, rooted by that intimate con- 
nexion and intercharde of hearts, which nought but 
virtuous wedlock can produce Fortune ſeems deter- 
. mined to make ample amends for her former cruelty 3 
for my proctor writes, that notwithſtanding the clauſe 
1n my father-in-law's will on which the Squire founds 
his claim, I inhall certainly recover my wite's fortune, 
in conſequence of a codicil annexed, which explains 
that claule, and limits her reſtriction to the age of 
nineteen, after which ſhe was at her own diſpoſ. . 
would have ſet out for London immediately after re- 
ceiving this piece of intelligence, but my dear angel 
has been qualmiſh of late, and begins to grow re- 
markably round in the waiſt; ſo that J cannot leave 
her in ſuch an intereſting feaation. winch I hope will 
produce ſomething to crown my felicity. | 
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